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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  CoMPLBTE  Angler  having  been  written  80 
long  ago  as  IGbS,  although  the  last  publication  thereof, 
in  the  Ufe-time  of  the  authors,  was  in  1676 1  con- 
tains many  ]>articnhun9  of  persons  now  but  little 
known, — and  frequent  aUusions  to  facts,  and  even 
modes  of  living,  the  memory  whereof  is  in  a  great 
measure  obliterated  t  a  new  editii^n,  therefore,  seemed 
to  require  a  retrospect  to  the  time  when  the  authors 
lived;  an  explanation  of  such  passages,  as  an  in« 
terval  of  more  than  an  hundred  years  had  necessarily 
rc^ndered  obscure;  together  with  such  improvements 
in  the  art  itself,  as  the  accumulated  experience  of 
succeeding  times  has  enabled  us  to  furnish. 

An  edition,  undertaken  with  this  view,  is  now 
attempted,  and  in  a  way,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
may,  once  again,  introduce  the  authors  to  the  ac? 
quaintance  of  persons  of  learning  and  judgment^ 


039 


C  u  3     , 

All  that  the  editor  requests  in  letum  for  the  pains 
he  has  taken,  is^  that  the  reader  will  do  him  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  his  only  motives  for  the  ie« 
publication  of  this  vrorkj  iver&-<-a  desfre  to  per* 
petuate  the  memory  of  a  meek,  benevolent,  pious 
man,  and,  to  contribute  something  to  the  improve* 
ment  of  an  art  of  which  he  professes  himself  a  lover, 

Jifril  10.  1760. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO  THE 


SIXTH  EDITION. 


IN  dcm^uence  of  Uie  dea^b  of  the  fbttnct  edi- 
l&t,  siftee  the  publicftilpii  of  iht  fourth  edition  of 
thb  Yfoxk  In  l7d4^  the  revision  of  the  present  has 
deyblyed  upon  me^  his  son.  For  the  execution  of 
ihb  office^  he  had  left  behind  him  some  corrections 
and  additions,  inserted  in  the  margin  of  his  copy 
of  the  fourth  edition;  ivhicb,  though  not  many, 
hhtd  been  all  made  use  of  on  this  occasion,  from 
a  ivish  that  the  book  might  receive  the  advantage 
of  his  last  corrections.  Such  of  them  as  he  had 
completed,  had  been  silentljr  adopted,  but  such  as 
vera  nothing  more  than  mere  hints,  I  l^ave  reduced 
into  form,  and  distinguished  them  by  the  initials, 
J.  S.  H.  and  where  these  latter  are  continuations 
of  former  notes,  have  precisely  marked  where  they 

aS 


stopped  in  the  foarth  edition,  by  placing  the  initiabf 
J.  H.  I  have,  ho-werer,  in  no  instance,  varied  fironi 
the  last  of  the  editions,  published  in  his  life^  ex- 
cepting T?here  it  was  warranted  by  some  memorandom 
of  my  Other's,  or  by  communications  from  intel? 
ligent  friends  since  his  decease,  being  myself  wholly 
unacquainted  with  the  subject. 

As  the  plates  haoCi  in  consequence  of  the  nunh 
ber  of  impressions /umished  from  them  for  the  pre^ 
ceding  editions^  become  so  worn  as  to  be  no  longer  any 
ornament  to  the  work^  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  OMIT  them.  Such  of  them,  however,  as  repre^ 
sent  the  materials  for  fishing  (and  which,  fortu* 
nately,  had  sustained  less  injubt,)  havc»  |)een  re- 
tained; and  for  the  OMissioif  op  the  best,  all 
possible  amehds  have  b^en  made,  by  printing  the 
book  with  a  better  type,  and  on  better  paper  than 
could  otherwise  have  been  afforded, 

J.  S,  H, 


ADVERTISEMENT 

TO  TUB 

SEVENTH  EDITION. 


THIS  ImpreisioB  of  the  Corhpkte  AngUr  differs  from  the  last,  in 
the  ibllowio^  particalari : 

!•  Sir  John  Hawkins  hafing  left  miotftes  on  the  margin  of  hit 
copy  of  the  fourth  Edition,  which  at  once  convey  aathority,  and 
aerre  as  materials  to  a  carefnl  Editor  to  correct  some  errors,  and  add 
to  the  information  in  Sir  John" »  pari  af  the  work;  it  seemed,  a  fUse 
delicacj  to  leave  his  evident  designs  imperfectly  executed  bj  the  in« 
eompendioQs  expedient  of  a  note  upon  the  text,  or  a  note  upon  a  note, 
ttoft  uniformlj  reaching  to  all  the  paragraphs  affected  bj  the  originar 
miatalce  or  deficieaej; — in  this  Edition,  therefore,  the  new  iuforma* 
tkm  has  been  incorporated  with  fidelity,  and  instead  of  apprising  the 
Reader  that  paiticnUir  statements  are  errors,  thej  have  been  radlcalljr 


2-  The  original  plates  to  Hawkins's  Edition^ consisting  of  repre- 
aentntions  of  Hsbes,  illustrative  and  local  views,  and  a  head  of  Cot- 
ton— at  the  time  of  printing  the  last  Edition,  that  become  so  worn 
that  it  WIS  fooid  necessarj  to  omit  themt  new  plates  have  therefore 
been  engraven  to  iUnstrate  the  present  Edition,^— and  these  are  not 
copied  firom  former  plates,  bat  have  been  engraven  after  the  original 
dnwingf  of  Mr.  Wale,  and  other  original  pictures.  But  the  sketch 
of  Mr.  Cotton*f  fishing'-honse,  and  the  view  of  Pike*pool,  bj  Mr. 
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Smith,  as  nell  as  the  wood^cnt  of  the  fishhif^-hooit,  haviiig  beea 
fiiand  inaocuratey  Mr.  Samuel  has  favouTed  the  publisher  with  a 
finished  drawini^  of  Pike-pool,  and  a  sketch  of  the  Flshhif^ohoiiset 
faken  by  himself  on  the  spot,  ia  the  year  ]  799.  Nor  are  the  En- 
H^raTing^s  of  Fishes  copied  from  the  plates  of  any  preoedfai|f  Edition » 
they  are,  in  general,  actual  portraies  of  Fish  which  hare  been  re- 
cently captared  i  and  the  traits  of  character  ia  each  species,  diyer« 
sificd  as  the  shape  cf  each,  Itie  artist  hu  endewroared  to  seije. 
Former  Editions  were  accompanied  with  a  head  of  Cotton  singly: 
the  portraits  of  Walton  and  Hawkins ;  and  also  of  Dr.  Donne,  Sir 
Hen.  Wotton,.Mr.  Rd.  Hookor,  the  «*  Divine  Herbert,"  and  Bisbop 
Sanderson,  of  whom  bi(^raphical  sketches  are  si?en  in  the  Lffb  of 
Walton,  are  new  for  the  first  time.introdnoed.  Beneath  the  frontis- 
piece of  portraits,  is  copied  the  Autograph  adverted  to  in  a  note  on 
pft.  OS  I  for  which  purpose,  L  S.  H  awslins,  Esq.  in  whose  possession 
it  is,  obligingly  lent  it  to  the  Fnblisheri  The  Engravings,  without 
an  excepttod,  are  by  Mr.  Puilip  Audiitbt. 

3*  The  loos^iess  and  inadequacy  of  the  puncttfition  having  given 
various  passages  in  the  former  impressions  an  enigmatical  air;  par<« 
ticnlar  pains  have«  in  this,  been  taken  with  the  points,  in  the  oonfi^^ 
denoe  that  Walton  lOaj  be  rendered  every  where  penpicuons  by  • 
punctuation  aocommodated  to  his  style. 

4.  In  the  l^  of  Walton,  several  roteresting  particulan,  and 
one  essential  piece  of  information,  the  fruit  of  the  subsequent  re* 
learches  of  Dr.  Zoucb,  are  given  on  his  authority* 

5.  Additional  Notes  from  esteemed  Writers  on  Ailing  have  been 
inserted.  And  see,  at  the  end  of  Chap.  T.  Part  L  pu.  200,  Notice 
0f  another  alteration  intended  as  an  uDprovefflent* 

6.  The  Index  baa  been  nndend  noie  methodlculy  ai  well  as 
culaiged. 

81,  Strand, 
IfiOfk 
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ME*  ISAAC  WALTON- 


THE  exc^ent  Lord  Yentlaiii  has  ndted  it,  at  one 
of  tfae  great  deficiences  of  bioi^phical  historr^  that 
it  is^  for  the  most  part,  coDfinea  to  the  actions  of  kings, 
princes,  and  great  personages,  who  are  necessarily  few; 
while  the  memotjr  of  less  conspicuons,  though  good 
maij  has  been  no  better  preseryed^  uian  hj  vague 
fepcHtSy  and  barren  elogies  *• 

It  is  not  th^efore  to  be  wondered  at^  if  little  care 
has  been  taken  to  perpetuate  the  remembrance  of 
the  Person  who  is  the  subject  of  the  prssent  inquiry ; 
ndj  iiideidy  there  are  many  circumstances  that  seem 

*  J>e  Titifl  cogiUDtem  sabtt  quaMbm  admiratio,  iem|)ora  iita  noitn 
hnid  DO«a  bom  fw;  cwn  tam  ran  fit  commemoratio  et  conacriptio 
i^itamm,  eoniiii«  ^ui  noetrtf  teeido  daruerunt.  Etii  enim  re^;es»  et 
qui  abaoiutnm  prinajpatnin  obtineant,  panci  eiee  potaiiit;  pnncipet 
•  fliam  In  repaUki  Uboft  (tot  nb«i]iablicit  is  monarchiam  conTersis) 
liMd  nydti;  uicnn^pie  tamto  non  dflfoenint  rvn  cgregii  (Hdet  sab 
regSras)  qni  metiora  mecentiMr,  qwol  iiic«rtaiu  et  vagatn  memoruB  sum 
femam  a«t  elogia  ^rida  et  jejuna. 

Df  AmgmnHt  SSmtisrwrn^  Ub.  II«  c^  7. 
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to  account  for  such  an  omission ;  for  neither  was  he 
distingnished  by  his  rank,  or  eminent  for  his  learning, 
or  remarkable  fpr  the  penormanot  of  any  public  ser- 
vice ;  but  as  he  ever  aflbcted  a  retired  life,  so  was  he 
noted,  only,  for  an  in^nious,  humble,  good  man. 

However,  to  so  eminent  a  degree  did  he  possess  the 
qualities  above  ascribed  to  him^  as  to  afford  a  very 
justifiable  reason  for  endeavouring  to  impress^  upon  the 
minds  of  mankind,  by  a  collection  of  many  scattered 
passages  concerning  him,  a  due  sense  of  their  value 
and  importance. 

Isaac,  or,  as  he  used  to  write  it,  Izaak  Waltok, 
was  born  at  Stafford,  in  the  month  of  August  1593*. 
The  Oxford  Antiquari/^  who  has  thus  fixed  the  place 
and  year  of  his  nativity,  has  left  us  no  memorials  of  hia 
family,  nor  even  hinted  where  or  how  he  was  educated ; 
but  has  only  told  us,  that  before  the  year  1643,  Walton 
was  settled,  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  sempster^  in 
London  f. 

From  his  own  writings,  then,  it  must  be,  that  the 
circumstances  attending  his  life  must,  in  a  great  mea* 
svre,  come;  and  as  occasions  offer,  a  proper  use  will 
be  made  of  them;  nevertheless  a  due  regard  will  be 
paid  to  some  traditional  memoirs,  which  (besides  that 
they  contain  nothing  improbable)  the  authority  of  those 
to  whom  we  stand  indebted  for  them,  will  not  allow  us 
to  question. 

Ills  first  settlement  in  London,  as  a  ^op-keeper,  was 
in  the  Royal  Burse  in  Cornhill,  built  by  Sir  Thomas 
Gresham,  and  finished  in  1567  j:.  In  this  situation  he 
could  scarcely  be  said  to  have  had  elbow-room ;  for  the 
shops  over  the  Burse  were  but  seven  feet  and  a  half 
lonff,  and  five  wide|);  yet  here  did  be  carry  on  his 
trade,  till  some  time  before  the  year  1624;  when 
'^  he  dwelt  on  the  north  side  of  Fleet-street,  in  a  house 

*  He  has  sometimes  been  confounded  with  Dr.  Brian  WaTton,  the 
Icaracd  publisher  of  the  JP^lygUt  Bible;  who  was  a  divine,  a  oatiW 
of  Yorkshire,  and  bom  seven  years  after  Isaac 

fAiben.  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  305. 
Ward's  Lift  of  Sir  Thmas  Graktm,  pa.  IS. 
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'^  two  doors  west  of  the  end  of  Cfaanoery-Iane,  and 
^'  abatting  on  a  messuage  known  by  the  sign  of  the 
^^  Harrow  *•"  Now  the  old  tiniber-hoase  at  the  south- 
west comer  of  Chancery-lane,  in  Fleet-street^  till  within 
these  few  years,  was  known  by  that  sign :  it  is  therefore 
beyond  doubt  that  Walton  lived  at  the  very  ncxtdoor« 
And  io  this  house,  he  is-^^in  the  deed  above  referred  to, 
which  bears  date  16S4 — said  to  have  followed  the  trade 
of  a  Linen-draper.  It  further  appears  by  that  deed, 
that  the  house  was  in  the  joint  occupation  of  Isaac 
Walton, — and  John  Mason,  hosier ;  from  whence  we 
majr  conclude,  that  half  a  shop  was  sufficient  for  the 
business  of  Walton. 

A  citizen  of  this  age  would  almost  as  much  disdain 
io  admit  of  a  tenant  for  half  his  shop,  as  a  knight 
would  to  ride  double ;  though  the  brethren  of  one  of 
the  most  ancient  orders  in  the  world  were  so  little  above 
this  practice,  that  their  common  seal  was  the  device  of 
Two  riding  on  one  horse  +.  A,  more  than  j^adual,  de- 
viation from  that  parsimonious  character  of  which  this 
is  a  ludicrous  instance,— hastened  the  ^andeur,  and 
declension,  of  that  fraternity ;  and  it  is  rather  to  be 
wbhed  than  hoped,  that  the  vast  increase  of  the  trade 
of  this  country,  and  an  aversion  from  the  fru^ 
manners  of  onr  forefathers,  may  not  be  productive  of 
similar  consequences  to  this  nation  in  general. 

I  conjecture,  that  about  1632  he  married;  for  in  thai 
year,  I  find  him  living  in  a  house. in  Chancery-lane, 
a  few  doors  higher  up,  on  the  left  hand,  than  the 
former,  and  described  by  the  occupation  of  a  sempster% 
or  miUiner.  The  former  of  th^  might  be  his  own 
proper  trade  ;  and  the  latter,  as  beinff  a  feminine  occu- 
pation, might  probably  be  carried  on  by  his  wife :  she,  it 
appears,  was  ^it;?e—ithe  daughter  of  Thomas  Ken,  of 
rurnivars  inn,  and— lister  of  Thomas,  afterwards  Dr. 
Ken,  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  one  of  the  seven  thai 
were  sent  to  the  Tower,  and  who  at  the  Revolution  was 

*  M»vet.ehartaptnes$me, 
.     t  The  Kuighu  Templari.    Athmole*t  Ituiifut.  o/tbe  §rdtr  of  ihi  garttTf 
^  SB.    See  a  repretentation  of  the  M»l  at  the  end  of  Matt.  Parii  SMr 
Am^UoMa^  edk.  164a 
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depriFady  tad  dkd  in  nAvKsmtni.  Waltm  teems  fcr 
kare  been  as  happy  in  (he  married  state,  as  the  society 
and  friendship  ot  a  prudent  and  pious  woman  of  great 
fodowments  could  make  him;  and  that  Mrs.  Walton 
iras  such  a  one,  we  may  Cxnadude  from  what  will  be  said 
of  her  hereafter. 

-  About  1643  he  left  London,  and  with  a  fortune  very 
tax  short  of  what  would  now  be  called  a  competency  ^f 
seems  to  have  retired  altogether  from  busincm;  at 
wUcb  time  (to  use  the  woras  of  Wood)  ^^  findii^  it 
'^  das^tMus  tor  honest  men  to  be  there,  he  left  that  city  ^ 
^^  and  Hired  sometimes  at  Stafford  +,  and  elsewhere ; 
'^  but  mostly  in  the  families  of  the  eminent  clergymen 
*^  of  England,  of  whom  he  was  much  belored  |. 

While  he  continued  in  London,  his  fitrourite  reeiea- 
lion  was  angling,  in  which  he  was  the  greatest  profr 
eieot  of  his  time ;  and  indeed^  so  great  were  his  skill 
and  experience  in  that  art.  that  there  Is  scarce  anr 
writer  on  the  subject  since  nis  time,  who  has  not  made 
the  rnles  and  practice  of  Walton  his  very  foundation^ 
It  is  thesefore  with  the  greatest  propriety,  that  Lang- 
batne  caib  him,  **  the  common  father  of  all  anglers  |. 

The  river  that  he  seems  mostly  to  have  frequented  for 
this  purpose,  was  the  Lea,  which  has  its  source  above 
Waie  in  Hertfordshire,  and  falls  into  the  Thames  a 
little  below  Black  Wall  11 ;  unless  we  will  suppose  that 
the  vicinity  of  the  New  River  f  to  the  place  of  his  ha-i 
bitation,  might  sometimes  teinpt  him  out  with  his 
friends,  honest  Nat.  and  R.  Roe,  whose  loss  be  so 
pathetically  mentions^*,  to  spend  an  afternoon  there. 

In  4he  year  ]£68,  he  was  by  death  deprired  of  the 
solace  and  comfort  of  a  good  wife,  as  appears  by  tlie 

•  8cebi»irir,attheciMlc£the£Kj!t.  . 

t  He  retired  to  a  small  €ttiE«  in  Sta<ir4i]ure»  not  far  from  die  town  •( 
Stafford.    Hit  loyalty  made  him  obnoaioot  to  the  ruling  powers ;  and  ¥w  > 
are  assared  hj  himaeff,  in  his  ZJ/trf  Sanderson^  thst  he  was  %s«flcrer i» 
the  civil  waiib    Z9m§h, 

\  Athen,  0«M.  Vol.  L  305. 

$  Livuof  tbt  EmgUib  Drawutie  puU^  Art.  Cbm,  C«i/MrBs^ 

II  See  pages  17,  n. 

i  Tbatmat  woi^,  the  biiDgii«  watar  fmn  Ghadwall  and  AmweU, 
in  Hettfocdshire»  tpI^ondoByhy  mauie  of  the  tmch  called  the  New  Rt- 
Ter.waa completed  oaMichaeloMtda7,1619.  StoVs Sm^fM^ ieS8»p. AS» 

**  Preface  to  Compute  AmgUr, 
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MbwiDg  monttmental  inscription  in  tlie  chapel  of  Ou 
Lady,  in  the  cathedral  churcli  of  Worcester. 

Exterris 
D. 
M.  S. 
Here  Ijeth  buried 
so  much  as  could  dye 
of  Anns,  the  wife  of  Izaak  Walton  ; 
Who  was  a  Woman  of  remarkable  prudencCf 
and  of  the  Primitive  Piety ; 
her  great,  and  general,  Knowledge 
being  lulorned  with  such  true  Humility, 
and  blest  with  so  much  Christian  Meekness 
as  made  her  worthy  of  a  more  memorable  monument 
She  dyed  (alas  that  she  is  dead !) 
the  im  of  April,  1669;  Aged  5S. 
Study  to  be  like  her. 

liiviof  ,   while  in  London,    in  the  parish   of  St. 
Duastan  in  the  West,  whereof  Dr.  John  Donne,  dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  was  vicar,  be  became  of  course  a  ire- 
f  uent  beaser  of  that  excellent  preacher,  and,  at  length, 
(as  he  himself  expresses*  it,)  his  coavert     Upon  his 
decease  t  in  l€Sl,Sir  Henry  Wotton  (of  whom  mention 
will  be  wuie  hereafter)  requested  Walton  to  collect  ma^ 
ferials  for  a  lAft  of  the  doctor^  which  it  seems  Sir  Henry 
had  uodertakea  to  write  %i  but  Sir  Henry  dyii^  btfore 
he  had  completed  the  life,  Walton  undertook  it  himself; 
and  in  the  year  1640  jSoished,  and  publislud  it,  wiA 
ft  Coikctum  of  the  doctor* s  sermom^  in  folio.    As  soon 
as  the  book  came  oat,  a  complete  aypy  was  sent  as  a 
present  to  Walton,  by  Mr.  John  Donne  the  doctor'e 
son,  afterwards  doctor  of  laws:  and  one  of  the  hbuik 
leaves  contained  hb  letter  to  Mr.  Walton ;  the  letter  is 
jFVt  OKtant,  and  in  piint^,  aod  is  a   handsome  and 

f  Wsdton  attended  Dr.I>oime,  in  his  last  sickness:  and  was  present 
Wnen  he  consgiied  his  sermons  and  numerous  Papers  to  the  care  of  Dr. 
Vemj  ICifig,  tHio  was  promoted  to  the  See  ot  Chichester   in  IG41. 

^  See  MiiiqMiM  Ifrgtttiiuoim,  Ocuvo,  1S85.  p.  360. 

S  In  Pcck'r/^fUb*4tffl  Cumia^VoL  I.  Lib.  VI.  p.  S4.    In  the  fnt 


It  tin  OV  tTALTOH. 

grateful  ftckncmledgment  of  the  honaur  done  to  ike 
roemorj  of  liis  fiither. 

Doctor  Kingi  dftei'wBrds  bishop  of  Chichesto:,  in  a 
letter  to  the  author,  thus  expresses  himself  concerning 
this  life  2  ''  I  am  glad  that  the  general  demonstration 
^<  of  his  [Doctor  Donne's]  worth  was  so  fiurljr  pre- 
*^  served,  and  represented  to  the  world,  by  your  peki| 
^'  in  the  history  of  his  life ;  indeed)  so  well,  that 
^^  beside  others,  the  best  critic  of  our  later  time,  Mr* 
*^  John  Hales  of  Eaton,  affirmted  to  me,  he  had  not 
^*  seen  a  life  written  with  more  advantage  to  the  subject^ 
^^  or  reputation  to  tlie  writer,  thliB  that  of  Doctor 
<«  Donne*." 

Sir  Henry  Wotton  dying  lu  1639.  Wdton  was  im-> 
portnned  by  bishop  Kins  to  undertake  the  writing  hia 
Life  also;  and,  as  it  should  seem  by  a  circumstance 
mentioned  in  the  margin,  it  was  finished  about  1644+# 
Notwithstanding  which,  the  earliest  copy  I  ha,ye  yet 
been  able  to  meet  with,  is  that  prefixed  to  a  Collection 
of  Sir  Hennr's  Bemainsy  undoubtedly^  made  by  Wal« 
ton  himself^  intitled  Reliquim  WottaniatuB^  and  by 
him,  in  1651,  dedicated  to  lady  Mary  Wotton^  and  her 
three  daughters ;  though  in  a  sumequent  edition  in 
IGSby  he  has  recommended  them  to  the  patronase  of  a 
more  remote  relation  of  the  author,  namely  Philip 
earl  of  Chesterfield. 

The  Precepts  of  Angling— meaning  thereby  the  Rules 
and  Directions  for  taking  Fish  with  a  Hook  and  Line 
—till  Walton's  time,  haying  hardly  ever  been  reduced 
to  writing,  were  propagated  from  age  to  age  chiefly  b^ 
tradition :  but  Walton,  whose  benerolent  and  communis 
cative  temper  appears  in  almost  eyenr  line  of  his  writ* 
ingSf  unwillingto  conceal  from  the  world  those  assistances 

1714,  the  irerj  book,  with  the  ordinal  manvscript  letter;  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Rer,  Mr.  Bomulale,  rector  of  Market-Deeping«  in  the 
county  of  Lincohi. 

•  Bishop  King's  Letter  to  JVakon  before  the  ColUctiom  of  the  Lkm^  itf 
167a 

f  It  is  certain  that  Ho0i#r'/Z(^  was  written  about  1664,  and  Walton 
sayt,  in  his  EpUtie  before  the  Livei^  that  <'  there  was  an  interval  of  twenty 
<«  years  between  the  writing  of  Hoolnr^t  Lift  and  iy9ttw\  which  fiiet 
«  the  date  of  the  latter  to  1644^'* 
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vrhicli  his  long  practice  and  experience  enabled  him, 
perhaps  the  best  of  any  man  of  hb  time,  to  give,  in  the 
year  1653,  published,  in  a  very  el^ant  manner,  his, 
Complete  Angler ^  or  Contemplative  Man^s  Becreation^ 
in  simdl  Duodecimo,  adorned  with  exquisite  cuts 
of  most  of  the  fish  mentioned  in  it»  The  artist  who 
engraved  them,  has  been  so  modest  as  to  conceal  his 
name:  but  there  is  great  reason  to  suppose,  they  are 
the  work  of  Lomrart,  who  is  mentioned  in  the 
Sculptura  of  Mr.  Eveljm ;  and  also  that  the  plates 
were  of  steel. 

And  let  no  man  imagine,  that  a  work  on  such  a 
subject  must  necessarily  be  unentertaining,  or  trifling, 
px  even  uninstructive;  for  the  contrary  will  most  evi- 
dently appear,  from  a  perusal  of  this  excellent  piece, 
which-^-whether  we  consider  the  elegant  simplicity  of 
thestyle,  the  ease  andunaffiscted  humour  of  the  dialogue, 
tl^e  lovely  scenes  which  it  delineates^  the  enchanting 
pastoral  poetry  which  it  contains,  or  the  fine  morality 
\i  so  sweetly  inculcates— has  hardly  its  fellow  in  any  of 
the  modern  languages. 

The  truth  is,  that  there  are  few  subjects  so  barren  as 
not  to  afford  matter  of  delight,  and  even  of  instruction, 
if  ingeniously  treated :  Montaigiie  has  written  an  essay 
on  Coaches^  and  another  on  Thumbs  ;  and  our  own  na- 
tion has  produced  many  men,  who,  from  a  peculiar 
Jfelicity  in  their  turn  of  thinking,  and  manner  of  writ- 
ing, have  adorned,  and  even  dignified,  themes  the 
most  dry  and  unpromising.     Many  would  think,  that 
time  ill  employed,  which  was  spent  in  composing  a 
treatise  on  the  art  of  shooting  in  the  long  bow ;  and 
how  few  lovers  of  horticulture  would  ej^pect  entertain- 
ment from  a  dispourse  of  Sallads!  and  yet  the  Toxophu 
ius  of  Roger  Ascham,  and  the  Acetaria  of  Mr.  Evelyn, 
have  been  admired  and  commended  by  the  best  judges 
of  literature. 

But,  that  the  reader  may  determine  for  himself,  how 
much  our  author  has  contributed  to  the  improvement 
of  piscatory  science,  and  how  fiur  his  work  may  be  said 
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to  be  an  original,  it  will  be  occanaiy  fer  kirn  to  take  a 
view  of  the  ttate  of  angling  at  the  time  when  he  wrote ; 
and  that  he  ma^  be  the  better  able  to  do  tbii,  he  will 
consider,  that,  till  the  time  of  the  Rjeformation,  alth^gh 
the  clergy,  as  well  regular  as  seculaf^HMi  aeoonnt  of 
their  leisure,  and  because  the  canon  law  forbad  them 
the  use  of  the  sanguinary  recieations  of  hunting,  hawk* 
ing,  and  fowling— were  the  gfeat  proficients  in  angling^ 
yet  none  of  its  precepts  were  committed  to  writing ; 
and  that,  from  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  print* 
ine  into  this  kingdom,  to  that  of  the  first  publication  of 
Walton's  book,  ki  16S3,  an  interval  of  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  only  fire  books  on  this  sub^jeot 
had  been  given  to  tiie  world:  of  the  four  latest,  some 
mention  is  made  in  the  marain*;  but  the  firet  of  that 
number,  as  well  on  account  ofits  quaintness  as  antiquity, 
and  because  it  is  not  a  little  cnracteristic  of  the  age 
when  it  was  written,  deserves  to  be  particularly  dtstid- 
gubhed.  This  tract,  intitied,  The  Tttatyie  of  J^i- 
shynge  wjfih  an  Angle^  nmkes  pari  of  a  book,  uks 

*  **  A  booke  of  fishing  with  hooke  And  line,  and  of  all  other  inatru- 
*•  meatft  thereunto  belonging.  Another  of  tundrle  eflgbiei  and  tfa]>t  to 
**  uko  polecats,  bttztardi,  rats,  mice,  and  ali  dther  kis2a  of  ventiin^  and 
^  beasu  whatao«Ter,nv>st  profitable  for  ail  WarriacfiiaBdrach  at  dftl%ht 
"  in  this  kind  of  sport  and  pastime.  Made  by  L.  M.  4to.  Londoo.  15S0L 
«  1596,  1600/' 

It  appears  by  a  tariety  of  rriddiee,  that  the  peiMii  tneeiit  bir  th^fte 
initials  was  one  Ltthard  Mtcmil^  an  author  who  wrtfte  oa  plailting  aad 
grafting,  and  also  on  cattle.     Vuk^  infra^  Chap.  IX. 

Appr^ed exfirimat  t&iuhiHgFuB  mid FrmityU  he  rez^rtUihy  tl*  Uvirs  tf 
AMjtfiMg^  by  Mr«  John  Tattmer,  is  Q«arto«  1600. 

The  Sttr§i$  •/  AngUmg^  a  poem«  in  thi^ee  books,  by  7«  J9.  Esq.  Octmrft, 
1613,  Mention  is  made  ctf  this  book,  in  a  note  on  a  passaee  id  the  eS* 
•ttbg  dialogues:  and  there  is  reasoii  to  think,  that  it  is  the fonndation of 
a  treatise,  intitied^  Tht  ^uh^U  Att  tf  AmgUng^  pttbfished  in  Qvotto,  16^. 
by  the  well  knewn  Oerrasa  Markham,  as  part  of  hit6oM#ff^  CvhttHNUidt^ 
•r  HushandmtaCt  Xecreatioiut  smce  he  confesses,  that  the  substante  of  Mi 
book  was  originally  ill  thime.  Of  Markham*s  book,  a  specimen  is  gif  en 
in  a  note  on  page  lOS. 

Barker^  Art  tf  AngUng^  printed  ^s,  Iflmo.  ifl  1651«  eUd  »ahl  id  4to. 
an  165S.  A  third  edition  was  published  in  1659,  under  the  idtered  title 
of  Barkmr*i  Ddighi^  or  ibe  Art  ^Aiigiit^.  See  Accounts  of  the  Attthori 
si|/re. 
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many  othera  of  that  early  time)  ^tbout  a  title;  bat 
whtc1i«  by  the  ctdophon^  appears  io  have  been  printed 
at  Westminster,  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1496,  in  a 
small  folio,  containing  a  treatise  on  hawking  y  another, 
an  huntittgy  in  verse, — ^the  latter  taken,  as  it  seems,  from 
a  Tract,  on  that  subject,  vrritten  by  old  Sir  Tristram, 
an  ancient  forester,  cited  in  the  Forest  Laws  of  Man- 
wood,  chap.  iiii.  in  sundry  places ;  a  book  \vherein  is 
determined  the  Lygnaee  of  Cote  Armures  /  the  above- 
mentioned  treatise  of  fishing  ;  and  the  method  of  Bla^ 
^ynftt  ^  Atmes. 

The  book  printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  is,  in  truth, 
a  republication  of  one  known,  io  the  cur^us,  by  the 
name  of  the  **  Book  of  St.  Alban^"  it  appearing  by  the 
colophon  \xi  hare  been  printed,  there,  in  I486,  and  as 
it  seems,  with  Caxton's  letter*;  Wynkyn  de  Worde's 
impression  has  the  addition  of  the  treatise  i2/*^^Aifrg; 
of  which  only,  it  concerns  us  to  speak* 

The  several  tracts  contained  m  the  aborementioned 
two  imptessions  of  the  same  book,  were  compiled  by 
dame  Julyans  (or  Juliana)  fierners,  Bernes,  or  Barnes ; 

Eriotess  of  the  nunnery  of  SopwcU,  near  St.  Alban^s ;  a 
kdv  of  a  noble  family^-«nd  celebratedi  for  her  learning 
and  acoomplishmentis  by  Leland,  Bale.  Pits,  Bishop 
Tanner,  and  others*  Am  the  reason  for  her  publtshin^ 
it,  in  the  manner  it  appears  in,  she  gives  us  in  the  fbu 
lowing  words:  dlnti  tot  be  €ttt0e  t^  t|^0  pteismt  ttiatcw 
imasu  net  csme  to  4e  ^onUrr  of  et^  tme  imrsotte  lotecl^e  tsome 
toslte  K%^  rf  it  torn  emmntdi  tHoae  \t  itseff  sr)  pat  in  s  Xtogi 
pfotmflct;  t^rttfojEt  3  \9s»  tomprleB  it  intatmt  nottime»of 
HfufKif  ftoftsff  liiKitnfiiav  to  0fittsff  tntH  iMft  nm^  to  tfyc  tttttnc 
f$st[t|^  fAxwe^  ttAt  petsones  tPlv^e  s^oHie  ^aue  \m  ItffX  me' 
l»tr  in  t^t  asstl  tnfsyoHt  oC  Orsn^tliicr,  iS^iXxst  ttot  \t  t^0  mesne 
pwiiig  Q{vuO{fe  \t* 
And  as  to  the  treatise  itself,  it  most  be  dtelned  a  great 

•  Vide  Bijgrkffih  Brkanmita^  AvU  CaztoK,  fto/v  L»  Whn^iti  the 
autW,  Mr.  Oldys,  ha«  given  a.  copioHft  account  of  the  book,  and  k  clia- 
— ^  f  «l  tke  hdy  who  compiled  it. 
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typographical  cariosity,  as  well  for  the  wooden  sculp* 
ture  copied  from  thence,  and  here  exhibited, 


and  which  in  the  original  immediately  follows  the  titles 
as  for  the  orthography  and  the  character  in  which  it  is 
printed.  And,  with  respect  to  the  subject  matter 
thereof,  it  begins— -With  a  comparison,  of  fishing ;  with 
the  diversions  of  hunting,  hawking,  and  fowling,—- 
which  the  authoress  shews^  are  attended  with  great  in? 
conveniences  and  disappointments ;  whereas  in  fishing^ 
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if  his  sport  fiulhiiii«  tH  9ngiUf  says  she,  attf  t^  UtBt^  »84 
Ms^oIsMi  lHdle»  asm  tam  at  ti§  tatftf  a  amt  asre  oCt^e  stoete 
Mimiie  •(  t(f  tiic€^  QmaBf  ^tnal«tt  ^^imflpcc;  ^e^m^ 
4y  qicte^goiw  awm^  sf  €stsle0;  (t  0eetift  4e  conse  0tesime0, 
tpyy  Hocftciy  cott0,  aim  tnatte  st^ct  (bW[e0t  to^  tint  Inuntg; 
lito^  mr  fgtmigt^  Utm  ^nalle  ^  00200  of  ^oun]iE0»  tf»e  bt80tr0 
tf  tntVf  aan  ^e  aoee  of  fotili0,  48t  ^iinteT0,  fatDlettet0»  aim 
Cndcm  can  «ai^  9im  tf ^e  9nfin  (ale  Cr^fl^^ »  0uteI]F9  tl^cnnty 
i0  i^csr  ttoo  QUDi  meifif  t^  (e  i0  to  ^  0PFrete» 

Si  the  beginning  of  the  direction*.  How  the  angler  U  to 
maJm  hi*  hmmays,  or  tackle,  he  is  thas  instructed  to  provide  a 
Bod :  aim  ^li  ft  4MI  naif  soar  toVie  oam;,  itu  3  ^aD 
tt^ffiu.  jpf  0|Ni  ietts  Bcdoccne  ei^; Afliii80  aim  CanWnuui, 
a  fj^t  mttEit  if  a  Gmom  aim  an  (idtir  lonoe  asm  atme^aretet  of 
ifUfgif  tggLiOMf  OS  aope  1  aim  ht^t  Inm  to  an  ^e  oucttt  ann  0ettr 
ten  (nen;  ttianif  Uu  tm  oAt  aim  ^tif  a  monf^^  ^Tale 
4ma  aau  turn  *  i«n^  CMCf  }anA  a  coeieol^ote  comr ;  aim 
im^  Ivm  10  a  fjuinnet  ^  an  (uen  aooasf  0mc  ttee»  ^TalCt 
9(aaf,  aflinmBfs'0  tuixtf  ftu  to  etiot  asm  mutttf  aim  flr^atpe  at 
gy  <nstn>tf;  aim»eirqtf  0|ai»f  eaaie  toa^atcolgfttetgg.itftt 
lafcUf  aau  tenns  4^  0taS'c  if^cxtos^  4otiia(f  nin  0trectt  to  t^ 
ff^c  at  ^^  Amf0f  ten  i^ee  mm  t  anB  aftn  i^  i^rent^e  (j^  to 
t|c  ttc^fc  oms  tnfb  a  bet^  hio^e  f  aim  ioe4  otfwt  hnt^t0f 
a4c  atdtsf  ^an  of$et»  mm  tan  t^  vtmst  tl^t  Uattf  00  t^t 
If  aais  eons  ^k,  asr^  lap^  tvQ»»  tti^emie  Icte  item  lee0tEirf 
aaaMcdoaiiafca;  uafttttet^t&amf»anarete{iFmfitfetoaa 
tsci0  ioor»  to  tit  amols  tea  (e  be  t^wcA  Hiee*  Jn  9r  0amr 
aca00at  n*t  a  dorr  etme  of  oceoi  (aaeH*  ann  &et^  ^  men  ana 
attsertttf  am  lets  it  ivet  loiti^  t^t  ataft ;  aim  to^an  il^ce  tm  txt^tf 
male  ^^ett^  mate  nnto  9t  |H»(e  to  9e0(af&umo  ^fe  t^t  leaac^ 
0ft(f0iaffir$  am  tapnCMmae ijtt o^ec talf  of  t»e  cmppe,— tatc 
a  toet  0ftots  of  Mack  ^otimy  csatht  txttf  mnicltrf  ot  of  ftneptc* 
iectt  to  9a  asms  0fa0on,  ana  toea  betted  ana  0treeo^»  aim 
f ifsis  fptpt^  tt^gott  ttttUtf  aoo  tiiat  tb€  ctoppt  meet  fuatle  cntts 
all  tatattcaaeawe;  t^caneaipaue  eawMifir,  ana  mafte^eai 
tayif  tow»  tftu  tjijpM  tft  ataffip  at  boi^  nmc0  aii9  lana  l^pto 
af  iKRit  as  latoiit  to  tift  dcnntot  toiatt  tnt^  a  IPe^t  at  t{^e  lutj^ft 
0mat  toatai^  W4  attanenaeaecct  to  take  to  aim  out  eous  ctoppts 
ilnair  an  ea»  ttoape  an  ftaimtoa  toi^  i^c  our  nme  of  eoar 


^ieljfvlralMf:  tbe  tabitaiiciiw phual» /mfo of  a hne, i« lormed eT 
tiuAiwrli. 

B 


18  LIFB  or  WALTON. 

mCr,  in  imc^e  Mk  4«t  u  be  a0  Mctc  4m  a0  te  «« t^er  ilttf  ^ 
flbotit  t  4fimc  stint  coot  ctoppc  at  t|mn  cnnc^  Mmc  tt  tfi 
ttttttf  ttfi^  a  ifnf  of  t))  (f cie09  anB  BnBbf  t|ff  icne^  ann  fitcttc  it 
Cute  in  ti^e  toppe  Yofti  a  botve  to  fteen  on  foot  Isne ;  atto  ttmn 
iW  se  male  coo  a  totme  ooo  n^f  tlfatft  maf  loalie  t^etloe^  i 
tn3D  4eie  o^aH  noo  man  tofte  to^eie  a&otote  ce  0oo« 

Speaking  of  the  Barbel  she  says  :  ^e  IMb^R  ig  a  illMtr 
IkA^e;  &nt  tt  I0  a  tpuutf  meetei  ann  a  iieisOom  fvc  manual 
w^p*  IFoTy  compilfy  ft  feoft^  an  Intto^ojcion  to  t^e  CArait 
t«0  (f  (e  be  eten  mloe*,  ft  vm  becao«e  oCmamqgfMtft 
khMe  (at(  oft  be  0een«  And  of  the  Carp,  t^ot  {t  iai  a  Hepi^ 
ttOf  (kA4e»  bot  4eie  bm  iitt  Cttoe  in  Cn^loioie^  9im  tt^e^tat 
3  kwe  tte  laineoftfm*^  l|^e  i0  an  eiq^D  fjfMi^  to  taie»  tm 
Kecin  000  0ttonc(e  enaitui^  tn  t^e  mont^y  t^  t^ete  mace  noo 
Iwie  ^atnaco  fioDi  tfnu 

aub  00  toit^tna^  ^  bagtf0,  3  b«be  bot  IMII  ftnotric^e  of 
it#  ^n^  toe  loere  to^p  to  lotvte .  mote  tban  s  siioiQe  ano  yOo* 
ytooCbf  Sto  toefl  3  tottt  4at  4e  ccime  tootme  anb  t^e  mtnoh 
ben  ooob  bactF0  tot  bcm  at  afltcme09  a0  3  bobe  beibe  08re  fk 
iet0OtlrJo  cteorbley  ann  8I0O  fawiut  totrten  in  boie0  of  ctebence  f^  \ 

For  lacking  the  Pike  this  lady  directs  her  readers  in  th« 
following  terras,  r/x 

Vale  a  cobfcnoe  bole;  ann  tale  a  Bocbe,  ota  finmbe  1^ 
icno;  anti  a  bqnce  loctb  an  bole  in'tj^eenbe,  afto  v^t^in  at  4e 
moutbt  annoutat  tbetaciie,liotae  be  t^e  tfnoe  of  4f  ^^Mbe  Ibe^* 
tpia;  anti  tbenne  pot  tbe  Ufne  of  foo^  iiAtin  afkecf  anb  bcatoe  4r 
bole  Into  tbe  cbele  of  tbe  fte00be  beetcns ;  4en  pot  a  plombe  it 
lebeopon  coot  Icne  a  ceibe  lonse  ftom coot bole^  ann  aflote  in  wtt 
bpocebetlnene;  anb  ca0te  it  in  a  pctte  b^  4!^  9cbe  nivtb  t  $am 

^  The  iinge  of  the  fourtetnth  century,  tt  which  this  csfitipD  b  levelled, 
cannot  at  this  day  hut  fiU  ut  with  aatooishment.  What  ia  it  to  mandncate 
and  take  into  our  itomachs  the  fleth  of  any  animal  without  any  kind  of 
culinary  preparation,  hut  to  feed  like  canibda!  The  reflection  on  thit  prao- 
tice  opmtea  toftronglyon  the  mind  of  the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle,  that  hi 
ipeaks  in  terma  of  abhorrence  of  the  mAmt  '/  '''^  ^ytUrt^  in  a  book  eati* 
tied,  JUJU«ti0iu,  &c  which  hereafter  will  be  m^tiooed. 

The  neareat  approach,  excepting  the  instance  aboire,  which  in  thit  ag^ 
of  rational  refinement  we  nuke  to  the  nvase  practioe  that  givetoccaiftMl 
to  thit  note,  it  the  eating  of  tsUed  or  fitkUdbifrim^i  or  wrftefer  i  bnt  liDr 
that  it  maybe  nid  in  excuse,  that  there  may  potsbly  be  in  salt  some  prin* 
ciple  similar,  in  its  operation  on  certain  bodies,  to/rr;  at  least,  we  find 
that  thepurpotetofciiHiisry  fire  are  snffirimtly  antwered  in  the  precestol 
cwiflg  herringtt 

f  Cottskienn^  the  time  ^H)cn  thit  book  wat  written,  we  ouiycoocfaidc^ 
that  these  coidd  be  hardly  any  othsr  thill  MookisbasDiikf^tt*    *    ' 
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4to  to  9^  Umt  tm  mnm  mutm  cnftr  of  taftfage  i»e  Orie* 
Slot^n  nunmr  nlfiifr  of  Mm  4m  i0 1  lafte  a  &Mi^%  atfH 
aatitotttom^leyaiftetifdteytelneite^^fflFiiiie  annt^ebilqf, 
n9f  tecfte  ^v  ami  put  on  a  flotf  a  ifedtt  ^ctefro,  ann  caote  it 
ti^tu  4^  IPfk^  taiiiUE4f  anH  ft  i^all  ^ant  Mm«  SKnot^cs  inannc  t 
wAf  4ciBamchqftf»-aiiB9iirli  inaaa  faiHat  aioi  caoc  It  to  40 
Intn lq4 a cotdf aio a mlfv amire  i^aH not Gq^iof ^«  9im 
jf  fc  ^Bot  to  (anc  a  -aooo  opottt*  tl^cnitt  tE^  4^  cotoc  to  a  000c  fittc ; 
aim  n  tf^tn  ao^^mtci  lo^cr  tj^e  000c  ot  4e  IPrte  «ten 

The  directions  for  making  flies,  contained  in  this 
book,  are,  as  one  would  expect,  very  inartificial:  we 
shall  therdfore  onl^  add,  that  the  authoress  adrises  the 
angter  to  be  provided  with  twelve  diflferent  sorts ;  be- 
tween which  and  Walton's  twelve  +,  the  difierence  is 
so  very  small,  as  well  in  the  order  as  the  manner  of  de» 
acrOrin^  them,  that  there  cannot  remain  the  least  doubt ' 
but  he  had  seen,  and  attentively  perused,  this  ancient 
treatise. 

The  book  concludes  wilh  some  general  caution?, 
among  which  are  these  that  follow;  which  at  least  serve 
to  shew,  how  long  Angling  "has  been  looked  on  as  an  * 
anxiiiaiy  to  contemplation. 

9Sso  eeolPBa  notnoe  t^timai^ciaftetmpoftet  fonocooetror- 
Mi,  CO  4^  OKKca0|iiac  anil  opairnac  of  four  inoacf  oonir  i  hut 
MMfpaflt?  to  fottcoolOcet  ana  to  canoe  4^  ^cli^  of  roue  telv, 
o«t  opcceaHe  of  eons  oonlct  toU^anaf  eepncpoootooooonKOiii 
^goiioHCi  to  f|Ostinaf»  re  tooB  not  Mvce  omiE  mm  petoomr 
lli!C^COB,lQto|emeAco  IcttesoBofcoiir  aasif.  SiOit^cnncrf 
mti  tumt  tfoOt  9tfmmif  to  oncnao  affectiiouoic  tputt  cuotumaUe 
v»mti  01^  4«io  terncr,  re  oiNdl  eoc^ctoc  am  tuagnt  tsmg 
ttittB^ 

But  to  return  to  the  last  men!  ioned  work  of  our  au« 
thor.  The  Complete  Angler :  it  came  into  the  world  I 
attended  with  Encpipiastic  Verses  by  sevend  writers  of 
that  day;  and  had  Uk  the  title  page,  though  Waltoa 

i  A  ooceoftliepiowriniplkitrQffbnMrtimM,  wUch  vnitMl  pnyw 

[  I  On  ioipection  of  t!ie/r^  editkm  of  Walton,  this  appetn  to  bt  a  n^ 
.  take:  the  CtwmmdaHry  r«fM»,  tent  to  conmlinMnt  the  Author  on  the  i^ 
let  pf  the  fim,  were  not  pvefised  till  the  Mcood  edition.] 

92 


so  hiWB  09  WALTOV« 

Aougkt  pvopor  to  omit  H  in  Uie  f aluie  editieng|  ibm 
apposite  motto: 

<<  Simon  Pbteb  yaid,  I  go  a  fishing;  and  they  said^ 
^^  we  also  will  go  with  thee/'  John  SI.  3. 

And  here  occasion  is  given  ns  to  remark,  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  timei  and  the  distracted  state  of  the  king- 
dom at  the  period  when  the  book  was  written,  reaching 
indeed  to  the  publication  of  the  third  edition  thereof^  are 
evidences  of  the  author's  inward  temper  and  disposition; 
for  who"— but  a  man  whose  mind  was  the  habitation  of 
pietv.  prudence^  humilitj,  peace  and  chearfulness— - 
cOulJ  delineate  such  a  character  as  that  of  the  principal 
interlocutor  in  this  dia^iigue ;  and  make  him  reuson^  con^ 
template^  insiructyConverseyjest^  sing,  and  rectVe  verses^ 
with  that  sober  pUa$antr^j  that  unlicentious  hUa» 
ritjf  that  Piscator  does  ?  and  thls^  too,  at  a  time  when 
the  whole  kingdom  was  In  arras ;  and  confusion  and  deso- 
lation were  carried  toan  extreme  sufficient  to  have  excited 
such  a  resentment  against  the  authors  of  them^  as  might 
•  have  soured  the  best  temper,  and  rendered  it,  in  no  small 
decree,  unfit  for  social  intercourse  *• 

If  it  should  be  objected,  that  what  is  hers  said  ma^  be 
equally  true  of  an  indolent  man,  or  of  a  mind  insensible 
to  all  outward  accidents,  and  devoted  to  its  own  ease  and 
gratification,— to  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  the  peiw 
son  here  spoken  of  was  not  such  a  man :  on  the  contrary, 
in  sundrv  views  of  his  character,  he  appears  to  have 
been  endowed  both  with  aciirniy  and  mAistry  f  an  in- 
dustrious tradesman,  industrious  in  collecting  biographi- 
cal memoirs  and  historical  facts,  and  in  rescuing  mm. 
oblivion  the  memory  and  writings  of  many  of  hb  learn- 
ed friends:  and,  surely,  a^inst  the  suspicion  of  fyi5fii- 
biUtj/  HB  must  stand  acquitted,  who  appears  to  have 
had  the  strongest  attachments,  that  could  consbt  with 

*  This  kind  of  reieDtment  we  cannot  better  estimate,  thxa  by  a  cam- 
pariton  thereof  with  its  op^potite  affectian»  whatever  we  may  call  it; 
which  in  one  instance,  to  wit,  the  restoration  ef  king  Charles  IL  had  sacb 
an  effea  mpon  Mr.  Ovghtted*  tlie  mathematician,  that,  for  joy  on  re- 
•eei^nag  the  sews  ihittM  parliasoeBt  had  voted  the  kiog^t  return,  hee^ 
pircd. 
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dmsttaa  eharity  both  to  opinions  bbA men;  to  epir* 
copacy,  to  the  doctrines,  discipline,  and  the  liturgy  of 
the  estatblished  church;  and  to  those  divines  and  others 
that  ikvoiired  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  constitution  of 
this  country,— the  subversion  whereof,  it  was  his  mis* 
fortune,  both  to  see  and  feel.  Seeing,  therefore,  that 
amkbt  the  publicfc  calamities,  and  in  astate  of  exile  from 
that  city,  where  the  earliest  and  dearest  of  his  connec* 
tioBw  had  beoi  formed,  he  wa^  thus  capable  of  enjoying 
himself  in  the  manner  he  appears  to  have  done ;  patient* 
ly  submitting  to  those  evils,  which  he  could  not  prevent, 
—we  must  pronounce  him  to  have  been  an  illustrious  ex« 
emplar  of  tne  private  and  social  virtues,  and  upon  the 
whole  a  wise  and  good  man. 

To  these  remarks,  respecting  the  moral  qualities  of 
Walton,  I  add,  that  his  mental  endowments  weHs  so  con* 
siderable  as  to  merit  notice ;  it  is  true,  that  his  stock 
of  learning,  properly  so  called,  was  not  great ;  yet  were 
his  attainments  m  literature  far  beyond  what  could  be 
expected  from  a  man  bred  to  trade,  and  not  to  a  learned 
profession ;  for  let  it  be  remembered,  that — ^besides  being  ' 
well  versed  in  the  study  of  the  hofy  scriptureiy  and  the 
writings  of  the  most  eminent  divines  of  his  time — he  ap- 
])ears  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  history ^  eccle- 
siastical, civil  and  natural,  to  have  acquired  a  very  cor- 
rect judgment  in  poetry:  and  by  phrases  of  his  owii 
combination  and  inventioh,  to  have  formed  a  style  so 
natural,  intelligible,  and  elegant,  as  to  have  had  more 
admirers  than  successful  imitators. 

And  although,  in  the  prosecution  of  his  design  to  teach 
the  contemplative  man  the  art  of  angling,  there  is  a 
plainness  and  simplicity  of  discourse,  that  indicates  little 
more  than  bare  instruction, — yet  is  there  intermingled 
with  it  wit  and  gentle  rcfprehension ;  and  we  may,  in 
some  instances,  discover,  that  though  he  professes  him* 
self  no  friend  to  scoffing ^  he  knew  very  well  how  to  deal 
with  scoffer Sy  and  to  ctefend  his  art,  as  we  see  he  doeb, 
i^inst  sueh  as  attempted  tb  decade  it ;  and  particularly^ 
a|^ainst those twcrpersons in  tbe dialogue,  Aueeps and* 
Venator — ^who  aflfected  to  fear  a  Un^  and  watery  dis« 
eowse  in  defence  of  his  art — the  former  of  whom  he  pnti 
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io  sileao^,  and  the  other  he  oonyerlg  vA  fakes  for  Ut 
papiL 

W  hat  reception  in  geneial  the  book  met  mthr  may 
be  naturally  mfemd  from  the  dates  c^  the  sabseqaent 
editions  thereof;  the  second  came  abroad  in  1655,  the 
third  in  1664,  the  fourth  in  ISeS,  and  the  fifth  and  bst 
in  1676.  It  is  pleasing  to  trace  the  sereral  yariatioas 
which  the  auth<Mr  from  time  to  time  made  in  these  sub- 
sequent editions,  aswell  by  adding  newfiu^  and  disco- 
veries, as  by  enlaigiiu;  on  the  more  entertaining  parts 
of  the  dialcyue:  Ancf  so  far  did  he  indulge  hinmf  in 
this  methodTof  improvement,  that,  besidtt  that  in  the 
second  edition  he  has  introduced  a  new  interlocutor,  to 
wit,  Auceps,  a/ofcoifer,  and  by  that  edition,  gives  a 
new  form  to  the  dialogue;  he  from  thence  takes  occa- 
sion to  urge  a  variety  of  reasons  in  favour  of  his  art^ 
and  to  assert  its  preference,  as  well  to  hauoking^  as,  hurd-^ 
ing.  The  third  and  fourth  editions  of  his  book  have 
several  entire  new  chapters;  and  the  fifth,  the  last  of 
the  editions  pubUshed  in  his  life-time,  contains  no  less 
than  ettht  chapters  more  than  the  first^  and  twenty  pages 
more  than  the  fourth. 

Not  having  the  advantage  of  a  learned  education,  it 
may  seem  unaccountable  that  Walton  so  frequently 
cites  authors  that  have  written  only  in  Latin,  as  Gles- 
ner,.  Cardan^  Aldrovandus,  Rondeletius,  and  even  Al-^ 
bertms  Sfagnus ;  but  here  it  may  be  observed,  that  the 
voluminous  history  of  animals,  of  which  the  first  of 
these  was  audior,  is  in  effisct  translated  into  English  by 
Mr.  Edward  Topsd,  a  leaned  divine;  chaplain,  as  it 
8fems-*in  the  church  of  8t«  Botolph,  Alderagat^ — ior 
Dr.  NeiL  dean  of  Westm6ister.  The  translation  was 
published  ia  1658,*  and— containing  in  it  numberless 
particulari  concerning  frogiy  serpeiflr,  caierpiliarSf 
and  other  animals,  though  not  of  habf  extracted  from 
Uie  other  writers  above-named,  and  others  with  their 
^ames  to  the  respective  facts— iunmished  Walton  witk 
a  i^reat  varietr  of  intelligenoe^  of  which  in  the  later 
editiona  of  hb  book  he  has  carefully  availed  himself:  it 
was  thersfore  through  the  medium  of  this  translation 
alone,  that  he  was  enabled  to  cite  the  other  authoio 
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Intetioned  abote;  Touching  the  authority  of  the  ori- 
irinal  ir  riters,  iu  like  manDer  as  he  ebewhere  does  Sir 
Francis  Baooi|,  whenever  occasion  occurs  to  mention 
bis  Natural  History^  or  any  other  of  his  works.  Pliny 
was  transkted  to  his  hand  by  Dr.  Philemon  Holland, 
as  were  also  Janns  Dubravms  Dt  Pisebm  4*  i'if- 
cmm  naiurdy  and  Lebault's  Mais^m  Eustiaue,  so  often  ^ 
referred  to  by  him  in  the  course  of  his  workw 

Nor  did  the  reputation  of  the  Complete  jingler 
subsist,  only  in  Uie  opinions  of  those  for  whose  use  it 
was  more  peculiarly  calculated  ;  but  even  the  learned, 
tither  from  the  known  character  of  the  author,  or 
those  internal  evidences-  of  judgment  and  veracity  con- 
tained in  it,  considered  it  as  a  work  of  merit,  and  for 
Various  purposes  refisned  to. its  authority:  Doctor 
Thomas  Fuller  in  his  Worthies ^  whenever  he  has  occa- 
sion jto .  speak  of  fish^  uses  his  very  words.  Doctor 
iPlot,  in  nis  History  6f  Staffordshixey  bas^ .  on  the 
authority  of  our  autfior,  related  two  of  the  instances  of 
the  voracity  of  the  Pike,  mentioned  Part  L  Chap.  8. ; 
and  coB&ined  them  by  two  other  signal  ones^  .that  had 
uen  latdy  Allien  out  in  that  countiy  • 
\  These  are  testimonies^  iu.favonr  of  Walton's  autbo- 
fity  inroatters  respecting  fish  and  fishing.  And  it  will 
hardly  be  thought  a  diminution  of  that  of  Fuller,  to 
H^,  that  he  was  acquainted  with,  and  a  friend  of  the 
l^efiBon  whom  he  thus  implicitly  commends;  a  fiict 
which  the  following  reUition  of  a  conjference  between 
them  sufficiently  proves, 

.  Fuller,  as  we  all  k]iow>  wrotjs  a  Church  History^ 
which,  soouafterjLtspttblicatioB<*-Waltoa-^havingread 
4!-«pplied  to  the  author  for  sjome  information  touching 
Iboker,  whpse  Iiife  he  was  then  about  to  write.  Upoa 
this  occasion  Fuller,  knowing  how  intimate  Walton  was 
with  several  of  the  bbhaps  and  ancient  clergy,  asked 
Ills  opinion  of  it.  and  what  reception  it  met  with  among 
bis  frieiidsf  Walton  answered,  that  '<  he  thought  U 
^'  would  be  acceptable  to  all  tempers,  because  there 
V  were  shades  in  it  for  the  warm,  and  «undiine  for  those 
^^  of  cold  constitution  t  that  with  youthful  readers, 
*'  the  fiBU)etious  parts  would  be  printable  to  make  the 
^  seriMs  more  palatable,  while  some  leverettd  old  read- 
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^^  en  mi«ht  fimcj  thenisdTes  ia  hit  ^ia&ry  ofth^^ 
*<  Church  as  in  a  flower  cardflB,  or  one  Aill  of  ever^ 
«<  greens.*'—^  And  why  not '  said  Falter,  ^  tbe  Ohwdi 
*  Historr  so  deeked,  b$  well  as  tfie  Church  itsdf  at  a 
'  most  mIv  ieasanj  or  the  Tabemade  of  old  at  the  fMuf 
<  o/  boughs.*  «<  niat  was  but  for  a  season/'  said  Wal- 
ton ;  ^<  in  votrr  least  of  boughs,  they  may  conceiTe,  we 
*^  ure  so  orershadowed  throughout,  that  the  parson  ia 
'*  more  seen  than  his  coRgiegation,«*aiid  this,  Sfmie- 
'*  times,  invisible  to  its  own  acquaintance^  who  may 
'^  wander  in  the  search  till  they  are  lost  ii|  the  laby* 
<<  rioth.'**-.'  Oh/  said  Fuller,  <  the  very  ehiUnm  of 
^  our  Israel  may  find  their  way  oat  of  this  %fildoniess.'«<" 
<<  True,"  replied  Walton,  <<  as,  indeed,  they  haw 
^^  here  such  a  Mosts  to  conduct  them  ^.'' 

To  pupBue  the  subject  of  the  Bio^mphieal  Writings 
— about  two  Tears  aJler  the  restoration,  Walton  wrote 
the  Life  of  Mr.  Richard  Hopker^  author  of  the  J?e- 
clesiasiical  Polity.  He  was  enjoined  to  undeitake  tlda 
work  by  his  ^finend  Doctor  Grilbert  Sheldon  f,  aAor- 
wards  arohbishop  of  Canterbury ;  who,  bv  the  way^ 
was  an  angler,  fiishop  King,  in  a  letter  to  tne  author  I:, 
says  pf  this  life ;  <^  1  have  often  seen  Ifr.  Hooker 
<^  with  my  father,  who  was  afler  Bishop  of  London  ; 
^^  from  whom,  and  others  at  that  time,  I  haye  heeuri 
^*  most  of  the  material  passages  which  you  reUite  in 
^  the  history  of  his  life.*'  Sir  William  Du^ale, 
speaking  of  the  three  posthumous  books  of  the  TSede» 
siastical  Polity ^  refers  the  reader  ^*  to  thai  seasonabto 
<'  historical  discourse,  lately,  conijMiled  andp«Ubhed» 
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-'  jiuuincai  aisoourse,  jnueiy,  conpiieu  sua  pvmisi 
^*  with  ipreat  judgment  and  intmity.  by  that  mi 
*<  deserving  person,  Mr.  Isaac  AVafton^."    In 
Hfe  we  are  told,  that  Hooker,  whilo  he  was  at  adi 


*  From  a  nanmcrkit  Cofhaim  rf  dhfertbig  ta^gu  doriut^  d^aracttn^ 
ffc.  im  Vine  mmifrnty  flude  •h9iit  the  year  IM^ Vj  Chariaa  Cottnit  Mf. 
•0019  time  in  the  Ubrary  ^  t|ie  earl  a(  Hali^qn^  V\d$  Biogni]ihi»  |viVO« 
ni^  S061,  note  P.  im  nwrgjmu 

^ntf  edtton  of  the  aiove  work  ha^e  i(ylid  thh  coBoqoy  a  wlH^  cm/!k 
ImMm,  hot  kfleens  ranaikahk  for  netting  bst  ita  tingwiafliy,  which 
•smittainthaftartlPffof  «t9#aphor,  an^  hiuatinc  il  4mi. 

f  WaUon*tJ^4r«.l9iaff«adSrrtf  aftf  ZJ««r,  in  9to.  lfi7Q^ 

i  Before  the  X#vm. 
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vndc  a  Tisit.to  the  jGunous  Doctor  Jeirel^  tbea  bishop 
of  Salisbury,  hk  good  friend  and  patron :  ^  An  account 
of  the  bishop's  reception  of  him,  and  behaviour  at  his 
departure — as  it  contains  a  lively  picture  of  bis  simpli* 
<aty  and  goodness,  and  of  the  plain  manners  of  iham 
tiines — IB  given  in  the  note*. 

The  Lue  of  Mr*  George  Herberty  as  it  stands  tho 
Iburth  and  last  in  the  volume  "wherein  that  and  the 
three  former  are  collected,  seems  to  have  been  written 
the  next  after  Hooker*s:  it  was  first  published  in  dno* 
decimo,  1670.  Walton  professes  himself  to  have  been 
a  stranger  as  to  the  person  of  Herbert  f :  and  though  ht 
assures  us  his  life  of  him  was  a  free-will  offering  |,  it 
abounds  with  curious  information^  and  is  no  way  infe* 
rior  to  any  of  the  former- 
Two  of  these  Lives;  viz.  those  of  Hooker  and 
Herheriy  we  are  told,  were  written  under  the  roof 
of  Walton's  good  friend  and  patron,  Dr.  George  Mor- 

*  ^  At  soon  as  he  was  perfectly  recovered  from  this  sickness  ht 
*■  took  a  journey  from  Oxford  to  Exeter,  to  satisfy  and  see  his  goo4 
«  motker;  keing  accompanied  with  a  countryman  and  companion  oC 
**  kit  own  coUegt*  and  both  on  foot ;  which  was«  then,  either  more  is 

*  fiuhioo— or  want  of  money,  or  their  humility  made  it  so:  but  em 
«  foot  ther    went,    and    took    Salisbury    in   their   way,   pitrpoself 

*  to  see  tha  good  bishop,  who  made  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  conk* 
**  panion  dine  with  him  at  his  own  table;  which  Mr.  Hookev 
«*  boasted  of  with  much  joy  and  mtitude,  when  he  saw  his  mother 

*  and  friends.    And  at  the  bishop  s  parting  with  him,  the  bishop  gam 

*  him  eood  connsel,  and  his  benediction,  but  forgot  to  give  him  moMX^ 
**  wkicht  when  the  bishop  had  considered,  he  sent  a  servant  in  all 
*<  haste,  to  call  Richard  Inck  to  him:  and  at  Richard**  return,  the 
**  bishop  said  to  him:   Richard!   I  sent  for  yon  back  to  lend  you  s 

•  **  korse,  which  kath  carried  me  many  a  mile,  and,  I  thank  God,  witll 
^  much  ease:  and  presentlj  delivered  into  his  hands  a  walking  stafi 
*■  with  which  he  professed  he  had  travelled  through  nuuiy  paru  or 
**  Germany:    and  he  said,  M'nhardI  I  do  not  ghte^  tut  Undy§m  my  borteg 

*  i»  iiirrt  tMT  h  hoHUt^  and  kring  my  bent  bask  U  am  st  yamr  rttmrm  tUr 
**wmyHQxfmd,    Amd  I  d^tmw  give  jmi  ten  f^^ooitn,  to  bear  your  ebar^  99 

*  Eiptter ;  mmd  bore  it  ten  groats  $itort,  ivbieb  I  cbargt  yon  to  deliver  tm 
^  yomr  timtber  s  tmd  tell  ber^  I  tend  ber  a  bubop*t  be/iediaiom  tvitb  it,  ami 
^  beg  tbe  eomtmmaMee  of  ber  prayert  for  w$e.  Ami  if  ym  brimg  toy  bom  both 
^  tomtf  J  wUgine  yom  ten  groats  Msr*  H  mrryyem  om  foot  to  tbe  milogof 
^  md to  Qod  blue  ma^ goad  Skbardr  Ufoof  Hoober^  mi^  CeUmtimi ^ 
Uhet,  edit.  167a 

t  tntrod.  to  a^beret  n/k 

\  J^iftfe  to  tht  nadK  oiih9  CoUmtl$m  ^ Umt. 
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Uj  hishop  of  Winchester*:  irhich  partieiihr 
to  a^ee  Mrith  fconfinn]  Wood's  account,  that  ^*  aftef 
^^  his  quitting  Xiondon,  he  lived  mostly  in  the  familief 
^*  of  the  eminent  clei^y  of  that  timet."  And  who^ 
that  considers  thelnofltensiveness  of  his  manners,  and 
the  pains  he  took  in  celebrating  the  lives  and  actions  of 
l^ood  men,  can  doubt  his  being  much  belored  by  them  t 
In  the  year  1670^  these  Zives  were  collected  and 

Eublished  in  octavo :  with  a  Dedication  to  the  above 
ishop  of  Winchester!  and  a  Preface^  containing 
the  motives  for  writing  them  t-^is  preface  is  followed 
bv  a  Com  of  verses  jhj  his  intimate  friend  and  adopts 
ed  son,  Charles  Cotton^  of  Beiesfdrd  in  Staffordshire^ 
Esq.  the  author  of  the  Second  Part  of  the  CompUit 
jingler^  of  whom  further  mention  will  hereafter  be 
made:  and  by  the  Letter  from  bishop  King,  sooftat' 
Ireferred  to  in  the  course  of  this  life. 

l^he  Complete  Artgltr  having^  in  the  spaoa  of 
twenty-three  years,  gone  through  four  editions, — ^Wal« 
ton  in  the  year  1676,  and  in  the  isight^-third  of  his 
age,  was  preparing  a  fiflh,  with  luditioni,  for  th^ 
press;  when  Mr.  Cotton  wrote  a  second  part  of  that 
work :  It  seems  Mr.  Cotton  submitted  the  manuscript 
to  Walton's  perusal,  who  returned  it  with  his  appro^ 
hition  ^,  and  a  few  marginal  strictures :  And  in  that 
year  they  came  abroad  together.  Mr.  Cottbh^s  book  had 
the  title  of  the  Complete  Angler;  being  Jmtrtietumi 
haw  to  angle  for  a  Trout  or  Grayling  in  a  ttear 
stream;  Part  jL  and  it  has  ever  •ince  been  received 
as  a  Second  part  of  Walton's  book.  In  the  title  page, 
is  a  cypher  composed  of  the  initial  letters  of  both 
their  names;  which  cypher»  Mc«  Cotton  tells  us,  he 
had  caused  to  be  cut  in  stone,  and  set  up  over  a  ' 
fishing-house  ^9  that  he  had  erected  near  his  dwelling, 

•  Dedication  of  the  Lhuk 

'  f  After  the  Reftoratioo,  apertmenfts  were  resenrcd  for  Wiken  and  hit 
'diug;hten»  both  in  the  hofme  of  the  abovo-nmed  prtlitoi  and  in  thnt 
of  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  bithop  of  Salitbiny.    ZmtA, 

t  See  Walton's  Lattr  u  C««mi,  before  the  Second  Part. 

S  rtdf,  bifrmt  Pai«  B.  Page  888. 
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^Hke  bank  of  tbe  little  river  Dove,  ivhich  diyides  the 
counties  of  Stafford  and  Derby. 
.  Mr«  Cotton's  book  is  a  jadlcious  supplement  to  Wat* 
ton's ;  for  it  must  not  be  concealed,  that  Walton^  though 
he  was  so  esEpert  an  angler,  knew  but  little  of  fly-fishing; 
and  indeed  he  is  so  ingenuous  as  to  confess,  that  the 
greater  part  of  what  he  has  said  <m  that  subject^  was 
oommunicated  to  him  by  Mr.  Thomas  Barker  \  and 
not  the  result  of  his  own  experience.  This  Mr.  Barker 
was  a  good-humoured  gossiping  old  man,  and  seems 
to  have  been  a  cook  ;  for  he  says.  '^  he  had  been  ad« 
^^  mitted  into  the  most  ambasMUiors*  kitchens,  that 
^<  had  OHne  to  England  for  forty  years,  and  drest  fish 
**  for  them;*'  for  which,  he  says,  ^^  he  was  duly  paid^ 
^^  by  the  lord  protector  t."  He  spent  a  great  deal  of 
time,  and,  it  seems,  money  too,  in  fishing ;  and  in  the 
latter  .part  of  his  life,  dwelt  in  an  almshouse  near  the 
Gatehouse,  Westminster.  In  165] ,  two  years  befoie  the 
first  publication  of  Walton's  work,  he  published  a  book 
in  ISmo.  called  the  Jrt  of  Aneling^  to  which  he  affixed 
his  name  { :  he  published  in  Io539  &  second  edition,  in 
4to.  under  the  same  title^^but  without  his  name :  and  in 
16&9  he  published  the  third  edition  of  it.  under  the  en* 
larged  title  oi  Marker's  Delights^  or  the  Art  of  Angling. 

.    •  FUgimJrm. 

i  To  this,  Wafioo,  io  &U  firic  edition,  {mge  lOS,  thmackiiowlo^soiM 
dUvatioiM:  **  1  wiU  tell  yoa  freely,  J  find  Mr. ThooMt  Barittr,  a  gcn- 
*■  tknian  that  hat  titent  much  time  and  money  in  anglings  deal  so  jvdici* 
<"  Qodf  and  freely  in  a  little  book  of  hit  of  anglmff,  and  eepedally.  of 
*■  mauMr  and  anglinff  with  a  fly  lor  a  trout,  that  I  will  give  you  hit 
**  my  cErectioat  witnout  much  variation,  which  ihall  follow.**  In  hie 
fifth  edition,  he  continuet  to  mention  the  ute  which  he  had  made  of 
Beite'*t  Book,  but  in  difierent  words x  *'  I  ahailgiTe  tome  other  direct 
*•  tiootfor  fly-fiahing,  auch  at  are  ^rta  hj  Mr.  llioniat  Barker,  a  geiH 
*  tleman  diat  hath  tpent  much  time  in  nahingi  but  I  ehaU  do  it  wSh  a 
«  little  Taciattan.*' 

S  Six  John  Hawkint  compottd  this  jpart  of  his  account,  at  weU  at  the 
Amet  and  notetM«r,  pa.  14,  under  an  miprettion  that  Bai4er't  book  wua 
published  tubteqnently  to  Walton*s;  and  his  fourth  edition  of  Wakoa 
Lad  come  out,  bdore  he  wasaware  diat  Barik«r*sfint  edition  was  dated  aa 
early  as  1S51.  Though  he  did  not  formally  cofxuct  the  pasMostinctnnd 
with  this  misconception,  yet  as  a  hasty  note  in  his  copy  shews  that  to 
hare  been  his  intention  had  he  Irted  to  prepare  another  edttion  for  the 
fnmt  the  present  Editor  has  ahexed  the  language  in  both  phicaii  lo  at 
te  make  it  cooespond  with  the  foct> 
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And,  for  that  sin^kr  rein  of  huMiir  ttat  rnv  llirawfe 
ity  a  most  diverting  book  it  is.  The  DeHeaHon  ot  mk 
perfomiance  to  EOTraid  lord  If  ontagnoi  general  of  the 
nayy,  isgireninihemaigiii*;  and  the  mder  will  meet 
with  some  further  specimens  of  the  author's  st jle  and 
manner  of  writings  in  the  notes  on  the  present  edition* 

And  of  Cotton  it  must  be  said^  that  liring  in  n 
country  where  flv*fishing  was,  and  is,  almost  the 
only  practice,  he  had  not  only  the  means  pf  acquiring, 
but  actually  possessed  more  sIdU  in  the  art,  as  abo  m 
the  method  of  making  ffies,  than  most  m^  of  his  time. 

His  bock  is,  in  mct^  a  coatinoatioQ  of  Walton's, 


•«MobkL«rd! 

«  I  do  pment  this  my  book  u  I  iuLva  maied  it,  ^athr*t  Dd^ttojenM 
^  honour,  I pra%  O^d  und  you  tafe  hcmu^  \o  muwwoad  Udm  ami  mwH  laUu 
**  Amtm^  Amem.  vt  yw  diall  find  any  thing  dc^^nil  in  mt  imlnyof  it». 
**  1  shall  heartily  rcj«ice|  tofc  I  knov  yois  are  oo«  who  taloas 4cfa^  in 
**  that  pjcawwe,  and  naw  good  jndgn>«Bt  and  <Bqiericncei  at  aaiwr  nobla 
**  penons  and  gentlemen  ot  true  piety  aodhonour  do,  and  have.  The  fit* 
**  Tour  that  I  have  fonnd-^from  yon,  and  a  great  manr  mere,  tint  did  and 
**  da  love  that  pieaanfft  gbiU  never  be  bvty'd  in  obMoa  by  ai^  I  an 
**  new  grown  old»  aad  am  willing  to  enlarge  my  little  book.  I  havs 
■*  written  no  more  but  my  own  dpcrienoe  ami  practice;  and  have  aec 
**  Ibrth  the  true  greond  ot  angling,  wHcb  I  have  been  gathering  these 
**  threeacMse  ycaia;  having  spent  many  pounds  hi  the  gaiahig,  of  it» 
<*  as  is  v^  known  in  the  place  where  I  was  bom  and  educated, 
**  which  is  Bracemeale,  in  the  liberty  of  Salop;  being  a  freeman  and 
*■  burgess  of  the  same  dty.  Jf  mmj  noble  wgentU  amglert  of  vbmt  tkgrot 
**  soever  be  he^  home  a  mind  to  Ssewrte  of  any  oftbese  toays  ami  eKfenaMats^  I 
*^  lite  in  Henry  ibe  FJlib\  Giftt^  i»  next  door  to  the  Gat^oiise  in 
**  Westminster:  my  name  is  Barker;  virhere  I  Aall  be  ready,  as  loof  a# 
**  please  Ood,  to  satisfy  them  and  maintain  my  art  during  life,  which  '\i 
^  not  like  to  be  long;  that  the  younger  fry  may  have  my  enerinicBta 
**  at  a  smaller  charge  than  I  |had  them :  for  it  would  be  too  heavy  for 
**  evcTjr  one  that  loveth  that  exerdae,  to  be  at  the  charge  as  I  was  at 
■*  first  in  my  youth,  the  loss  of  ray  time,  with  great  expenees.  Therefore,  I 
**  took  it  in  conaideratioR ;  aad  thought  fiit  to  let  it  be  understood,  and  to 
**  take  ipkkt  to  set  forth  the  true  grounds  and  ways,  that  1  have  fi}and  by 
«*  eipenence  both  for  fitting  of  tibe  rods  and  tackkt,  both  for  (^o«ld« 
«*  baits,  and  flies;  with  directions  for  the  making  thereof;  with  oh*' 
« -aervatioBs  for  times  aad  seasona  for  the  groimd3>atts,  and  fiies,  both 
^  for  day  and  night,  with  the  dresstag ;  vrlRran  I  take  as  much  delight 
*«  aa  in  the  taking  of  them;  and  to  shew  bowl  can  perform  it,  to  ror* 
■•  nish  any  lord's  table  only  with  Trouta,  as  it  is  ftimisaed  with  flesh,  for 
^  sixtee*  or  twenty  dishes.  And  I  have  a  desire  to  preserve  their  health, 
«  ^with  the  heh>  of  God)  to  go  dry  in  their  boots  and  shoes  in  angling* } 
«•  mr  age  taketh  the  pleasure  from  Bse.** 

*  See  his  recipe  for  this  pvrpoae,  m  tht  Notes  on  Chap.  XVIT,  pa.  299^ 
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BOt  only  as  it  fetches  «t  krM  that  branch  of  the  art  of 
aagliiig  which  Walton  had  out  slightly  treated  oa,^  but 
as  it  mes  up  Venator y  Walton's  piscatory  disciple^ 
just  where  his  master  had  left  him;  and  this  connexion 
MtweeQ  the  two  parts  will  be  clearly  seen,  when  it 
IB  remarked,  that  the  travdler  whom  Cotton  invites 
to  his  hoiae,  and  so  hospitably  entertains,  and  also 
iflstmcts  in  the  art  of  fly-fishinr--I  say  thistrayeHer-* 
and  Venaiary  the  pupil  of  Walton,  come  out  to  be  one 
and  the  same  person. 

Not  ftirther  to  anticipate  what  will  be  found  in  the 
Second  Part,  it  shall  here  suffice  to  say,  that  there  is 
great  spirit  in  the  dialogue;  and  that  the  same  con«- 
Tersable,  communicative  temper  appears  in  it,  that  so 
itly  distinguishes  the  piece  it  accompani 


^  piece  u  accompanies. 

The  DescriDtions  of-Flies,  with  the  Materials  for, 
and  difierent  Methods  of  making  them— though  they 
may  admit  of  some  improvement,  and  accordingly 
Ae  reader  will  meet  with  several  valuable  ones  in  the 
notes  on  the  chapter  of  artificial  flies--«re  indbputably 
the  mogt  exact  and  copious  of  all  that  have  ever  yet 
been  published. 

^  At  the  end  of  the  Second  Part,  though  in  this  edi* 
tion  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  transpose  them,  are 
Fwerel  some  verses  of  Cotton's  writing,  which  he  calls 
ne  JteHrementf  #r  Stmnes  IrreguKers  c«--of  them, 
and  also  of  the  book,  take  this  character  from  Lahg« 
baine :  <^  This  book  is  not  unworthy  the  perusal  of 
*^  the  gravest  men  that  are  lovers  of  this  innocent  ns 
'^  creation;  and  those  who  are  not  anglers,  but  have 
^  a  taste  fx  poetrv,  mav  find  Mr.  Cotton's  character 
^  better  described  by  himself  in  a  copy  €xi  verses 
^*  printed  at  the  end  of  that  book,  called  The  ReUre^ 
**  mentj  than  any  I  might  present  the  reader  from 
^  Col.  Lovelace,  Sir  Aston  Cockaine,  Robert  Herrick, 
^  Es^.,  or  Mr.  Alexander  Brome;  all  which  have 
^^  wnt  Ver$es  in  our  author's  praise ;  but  in  my  poor 
^  judgment,  fiur  short  of  these  Stantes  IrregulienK*^ 

.  In  abort,  0iese  books  contain  a  great  number  of  ck.« 

•  Lha  o/tAi  Em^thb  Drmmak^^Oif  Art.  CU  CtHmt  Eiq. 
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cellent  rules,  and  valuable  discoyeries ;  and  it  may,- 
with  truth,  be  said,  that  few  haye  ever  perused  them^ 
but  hare,  unless  it  was  their  own  fault,  found  them-r 
selves  not  only  better  anglers,  but  better  men. 

A  book  which  had  been  published  by  CoL  Robert 
Yenables,  some  years  before*,  called  the  Experieticed 
Angler^  or  Angling  improved^  which  has  its  meriL 
was  also  now  reprinted ;  and  the  booksellers  prefixed 
to  it  a  general  title  of  the  Universal  Angler j  under 
which  they  sometimes  sold  the  three,  bound  together : 
but  the  book  bein^p  written  in  a  manner  very  difierent 
irom  that  of  the  Complete  Angler^  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  let  it  accompany  the  present  edition;  how? 
ever,  some  use  has  been  made  of  it  in  the  notes.  It 
has  a  preface  signed  /•  IF.  undoubtedly  of 'Walton'a 
writing^. 

And  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  remark,  that  be- 
tween the  two  parts  of  the  Complete  AftgUr  there  is 
an  obvious  difference;  the  Latter  [Part J  though  il^ 
abounds  in  descriptions  of  a  wild  and  romantic  country, 
and  exemplifies  the  intercourses  of  hospitable  urbanity 
—is  of  a  didactic  form,  and  contains  in  it  more  of  in- 
struction in  the  art  it  professes  to  teach,  than  of  moral 
reflection:  whereas  the  former,  besides  the  pastoral 
aimplicity  that  distinguishes  it,  is  replete  with  sen- 
timents that  edify, — ^and  precepts  that  recommend,  in 
the  most  persuasive  manner,  the  practice  of  religion, 
and  the  exercise  of  patience,  humility,  contentedness, 
and  other  moral  virtues*    In  this  view  of  it,  the  book 
mieht  be  said  to  be  the  only  one  of  the  kind,  but  that* 
I  find  somewhat  like  an  imitation  of  it  extant  in  a 
tract  entitled  Angling  improved  to  spiritual  uses,  part 
of  an  Octavo  volume  written  by  that  eminent  person 
the  Hon.  Robert  Boyle^  an  angler^  a^  himself  confesses, 
and  published  in  1665,  with  this  title,  ^<  Occasional 
^*  Reflections  upon  several  subjects;  whereto  is  pre* 
^*  mised  a  Discourse  about  such  kind  of  thoughts/' 

Great  names,  are  entitled  to  great  respect.    The  chap 
racter  of  Mr.  Boyle^  as  a  devout  christian  and  depp 

•  la  IMS. 
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phSosoplier,  is  deservedly  in  high  estimation ;  and  ^ 
companson  between  his  K^flections  and  those  of  WaU 
ton,  might  seem  an  inyidions  labour—* — but  see  the 
irresistible  impulse  of  wit!  the  book  here  referred  1io. 
was  written  in  the  Terr  jounser  years  of  the  author ; 
and  Swift)  who  had  but  little  learning  himself,  and 
was  better  skilled  in  partj/'politics  than  in  mathetnatic$ 
or  physicksy  respected  no  man  for  his  pro^ciencj  in 
^ther^  and  accordingly  has  not  spared  to  turn  the 
whole  of  it  into  ridicule*. 

Walton  was  now  in  his  eighty-third  year,  an  age. 
which  to  use  his  own  words,  '^  might  have  procured 
f^  him  a  writ  of  easet,  and  secured  him  from  all  fur* 
ff  ther  trouble  in  that  kind;"  when  he  undertook  to 
write  the  ZAfe  of  Doctor  Robert  Sanderson^  bishop  of 
I^Goln  t :  which  was  published — ^together  with  4$^e« 
rai  of  the  bishop* s  pieces^  and  a  Sermon  of  Hooker* $ 
r-in  Octavo,  1677  §. 

And,  since  little  has  been  said  of  the  subjects  of  these 
several  lives, — it  may  not  be  amiss  just  to  mention  what 
mnd  of  men  they  were  whom  Walton,  and  indeed  man» 

•  Sec  his  JUUStefMn  M  a  SrodmttUi, 

^  A  diicbarg*  from  the  office  of  a  judge,  or  the  state  and  degree  of  a 
•cneaat  at  law.  Dugdak's  OrinMi  JurididaUsf.  139.  That  good  man, 
and  leurned  judge,  Sir  George  Croke,  bad  obtained  it  some  time  before 
Che  writiiig  of  SamitnmCt  Ufu  Lift  of  Sir  Gnrgs  CnJktf  in  the  Frtfiui 
fo  his  R^rtff  Vol  III. 

t  See  the  Later  from  Bishop  Barlow  to  Walton,  at  the  end  of  ^mk 
d^im's  Life. 

'  5  'I^  following  cnrious  particular,  relating  to  King  Charles  the  First, 
IS  mentioned  in  this  Life  ^  SamdereoHf  which,  as  none  of  our  historians 
hxre  taken  notice  of  it,  is  here  eiven  in  Walton's  own  words:  **  And 
^  let  me  here  take  occasion  to  tell  the  reader  this  truths  not  commoiMf 
**  known,  that  in  one  of  these  conferences  this  conscientious  king  told 
*  Dr.  Sanderson,  or  one  of  them  that  then  waited  with  him,  that  the 
•*  remembrance  of  two  errors  did  much  afflict  him;  ii^ich  were,  hit 
f  assent  to  the  carl  of  Strafford's  death,  and  the  abolishing  episcopacy 
•*  in  Scotland :  and  that,  if  Ood  erer  restored  him  to  be  in  a  peaceable 
f*  posscision  of  his  crown,  he  would  demonstrate  his  repentance  bj  a 
**  pnblick  confessioa,  and*  a  ToluBtarf  penance  (I  think  barefoot)  from 
•*  the  Tower  of  London,  or  Whitehall,  to  St.  Paul's  church,  and  desire 
«•  the  people  to  intercede  with  God  for  his  pardmi.  I  am  sure  one  of 
«  them  toSkl  it  me,  li^es  stiU,  and  will  witness  iL*'    Life  ef  Satidersem, 
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kind  in  genenli  thought  m  wdl  woithy  to  be  iignftUied 
hj  him. 

Doctor  JOHN  DONNE  was  born  in  London,  about 
the  year  1573.  At  the  age  of  eleven  he  was  sent  to  Ox« 
lord;  thence  he  was  transplanted  to  Cambridge;  where 
lie  applied  himself  very  assiduously  to  the  study  of  di« 
▼ioity.  At  seventeen  he  was  admitted  of  LincolnVInn ; 
but  not  having  ddermined  what  profession  to  follow^ 
and  being  besides  not  thoroughly  settled  in  his  notions 
of  religion,  he  made  himself  master  of  the  Romish  am* 
troversy,  and  became  deeply  skilled  in  the  civil. and 
canon  law.  He  was  one  of  thie  many  yoimg  gentlemen 
that  attended  the  Earl  of  Essex  on  the  Cales  expedition ; 
at  his  return  from  which,  he  became  secretary  to  the  lord 
chancellor  Ellesmere.  Being  very  young,  he  was  be- 
trayed into  some  irr^ularities,  the  reflection  on  which 
gave  him  freqaent  uneasiness,  during  the  whole  of  his 
future  life :  but  a  violent  passion  which  he  entertained 
for  a  beautiful  young  woman>  a  niece  of  lady  Ellesmere^ 
cured  him  of  these,  though  it  was  for  a  time  the  ruin  of 
Ills  fortunes;  for  he  privatelv  married  her,  and  by  so 
imprudent  a  conduct  brought  on  himself  and  his  wife 
the  most  pungent  affliction  that  two  young  persons 
could  possibly  experience;  he  beinff,  upon  the  repre* 
aentation  of  Sir  George  Moor,  the  lady!s  father,  dis« 
missed  from  his  attendance  on  the  lord  chancellor,  and 
in  consequence  thereof  involved  in  extreme  distress  and 
poverty  * ;  in  which  he  continued  till  about  1614.  when 
liaving  been  persuaded  to  enter  into  holy  orders,  ne  was 

*  In  a  letter  of  his  to  an  intimate  friend,  is  the  foUowing  most  affecting 
pBSsare :  **  There  is  not  one  person,  hut  myself,  well  of  my  funily ; 

•  I  haTe  already  lost  half  a  child :  and  with  that  mischance  of  hers» 

*  my  wife  is  £Ulcn  into  such  a  discomposore,  as  would  afflict  her  too 
«  extremely,  but  that  the  sickness  of  all  ner  other  children  stupifiesheri 
^  of  one  of  which,  in  eood  £uth,  I  have  not  much  hope :  and  tnese  meet 
"■  with  a  fortune  so  fll  provided,  for  physick,  and  such  relief,  that  if 
*»  God  should  ease  us  with  burials,  I  know  not  how  to  perform  evcD 
**  that.  But  I  flatter  myself  with  this  hope,  that  I  am  dying  too ;  for 
*'  I  cannot  waste  filter  than  hv  such  grielk'*  Li/t  «/  I^mms*  in  ths 
C^ltetiw  9/  lav^t  edit.  1S7Q,  ^|e  S9. 


LIVE  OF  WALTON.  S5 

fthosen  picache^  to  the  honoarable  aodeiy  of  Lincoln  V 
Iim,  and  soon  after  appointed  a  King's  chaplain.  .  His 
attachment  to  the  above  society,  and  his  loTie  ofa;  town 
lesidence  among  bis  friends^  were  so  strong,  that  al«^ 
though,  as  Walton  assures  lis,  he  had  withm  the  first 
year  after  his  ordination)  offers  of  no  fewer  than  fourteen 
canntry  benefices,  he  declined  them  all.  In  his  station 
of  chaplain  he  drew  on  him  the  eyes  of  the  king,  who, 
wiUi  some  peculiar  marks  <rfl  favour,  preferred  him  to 
title  deanery  of  St.  Paid's ;  and  shortly  after  he  was,  on 
the  presentation  of  hk  friend,  tbi^  Earl  of  Dorset,^  in- 
ducted into  the  Vicamge  of- St,  Dunstan's  in  the  West : 
but  the  misfortunes  attending  his  marriage  had  not  only 
broken  his  spirit,  butso  impaired  his  constitution,  that 
he  fell  into  a  lingering  consumption,  of  which  he  died 
10  1631.  BeaideB  a  great  nnmber  of  Sermons ,  and  a 
Discourse  on  Sutctde,— »he  has  left,  of  .his  writing; 
l^eUers  to  several,  persons.bf  honour,  in  Quarto,  1651  ; 
and  a  volume  of  Po«ms*^first  published,  and  as  there 
is  reason  to  suppose,  by  Walton  himself,  in  1635,  but 
last,  in  1719— among  which  are  six  most  spirited 
Satires  J  several  whereof  Mr.  Pope  has  modernized. 
Walton  compares  him. to  St.  Austin,  as  having,  like 
him,  been  converted  to  a  life  of  piety  and  holiness ;  and 
adds,  that  for  the  greatness  of  his  natural  endowments, 
he  had  been  said  to  resemble  Picus  of  Mirandula,  of 
whom  st<H7  says,  that  he  was  rather  born  than  made 
wis£  by  study. 

Sir  HENRY  WOTTON  was  born  1>68.  After  he 
had  finished  his  studies  at  Oxford,  he  resided  in  France, 
Germany,  and  Italy ;  and  at  hjis  return  attended  the 
Earl  of  Essex.  He  was  employed  by  king  James  the 
First  in  several  foreign  negociations,  and  went  ambassa- 
dor to  Venice.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life,  he  waa 
made  (having  first  been  admitted  to  deacon's  orders) 
provost  of  ^n  Collie,  a  dignity  well  suited  to  a 
mind  like  his,  that  had  withdrawn  itself  from  the  world 
for  the  purpose  of  religious  contemplation.  He  was 
ddUed  in  pamting,  sculpture,  musick,  architecture,  me- 
dalsy  chemutry^  and  languages.    In  the  arts  of  nq;oci« 
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ation  lie^  bad  few  cquak* ;  and  in  tke  propenskie» 
and  attainments  of  a  weU-bied  g^itteman^  nosupeEior. 
To  which  character,  it  may  be  added«<--4hal  fie  pos* 
sessed  a  rich  vein  of  poetnr ;  which  he  occasionally 
exercised  in  compositions  of  the  deBoriptive  and  elq^iao 
kind,  specimens  whereof  occur  in  the  course  of  this 
book.  There  is  extant,  of  his  writing,  the  YoIame}of 
Bemaim  heretofore  mentioned ;  colk^ted  and  publish* 
edt  as  the  dedication  tells  us,  by  WaUon  himself; 
oontaining  among  other  yaluable  tracts,  his  Etemenim 
of  Jrc^ecturei ;  but  the  author^s  long  residence 
idbroad  had  in  some  d^opree  corrupted  his  style,  which^ 
though  in  many  particularB  original  and  d^gant,  it 
like  Sir  William  Templets,  overcharged  with  Golli- 
oisms,  and  other  foreign  modes  of  expression:!^.  He  wasa 
hver  of  anglmg^  and  such  a  proficient  in  the  art,  that» 
as  he  once  told  Walton,  he  intended  to  write  a  disconrsa 
on  it :  but  death  prevented  htm.  His  reasons  for  tho 
choice  of  this  recreation  were^  that  it  was,  ^^  after  tedi* 
'*  Otis  study,  a  rest  to  his  mind,  a  chearer  of  his  api* 
*'  rits,  a  diTerter  of  sadness,  a  calmer  of  unqiuet 
^*  thoughts,  a  moderator  of  passions,  a  procurer  of 
^^  contentedness ;  and  begat  naUts  of  peace  and  pa- 
"tience^." 

These  sentiments  of  Sir  Henry  Wotton,  which  are 
given  in  his  very  words,  bespeak  k"  mind  habituated  to 
reflection,  and  at  ease  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  facultMS  s 
but  they  fall  short  of  that  lovely  portrait  of  human  hap- 
piness, doubtless  taken  from  the  image  in  his  own  breast^ 

*  T^  z  penon  intended  for  a  foreign  embanf  that  came  to  hin 
for  instmcticn,  he  gave  this  ihiewd  advice :  <*  £¥er»*'  uM  he,  «•  *fmJk  ftncl^, 
^'for  if  yoa  do^you  shall  jie^er  k§  btUtvttd,  and  'twill  put  your  saTenane^ 
<*  (who  win  still  bvta  ^otmter)^  to  a  loss  in  all  their  disquisitions  and  under- 
•*  takings.**  See  alto  his  advice  to  Milton,  concerning  trayel,  in  his  Letttr 
pcefiied  to  Mikon'a  C«Mr«/« 

t  This  treatise  of  Sir  Henry's  ia»  viidoubte(tty»  tha^  heat  on  the  anbject 
of  any  in  the  modem  lan^uafes :  a  few  years  after  his  death  it  was  trans- 
lated into  Latm,  and  printed  at  the  and  of  yhruwus^  with  an  eujogium 
en  the  author. 

\  Aa  where  he  aa)rs»  «  At  Auffut^  I  t«$k  Umsga  that  the  piinctt, 
"  and  states  of  the  union  had  deferred  that  assenibly.*'  i^//Jv.  i§^$lh0% 
edit.  168^.  V 

S.  PldiW^Vk^tJ^iaUJk^takryt  (^«iVra,  M|^  I.  ps.  ISt, 
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trhich  he  bas  cxhibifed  in  (he  fbllowing  betmtiful 
stanzas,  and  which  I  here  pubKsb  ifitbontthOBe  varia- 
tions from  the  original  that  iri  some  copies  have  greatly 
tnjared  the  sense^  and  abated  the  energj  of  them  t 

How  happy  fg  Be  bofii,  or  taught. 

That  gerttfth  not  another's  will  I 
Whose  annonr  U  his  honett  thonghtt' 

And  ibBple  tnitA  his  utmost  skill} 

.  Wlioi^paisioiH  not  hU  tnastcn  are  i 

Whose  soul  ill  still  prepared  for  death  | 
Ifnt/d  into  the  worMy  with  care 
Ot  pMiefme^iUpriiHttetreaakf 


Who  curies  none  thetehiuMe  doCh  raife* 

hmrket  who  never  midersteody 
How  deepest  wounds  are  giren — ^by  ptaieet 

Nor;  mles'of  Mafr/bsl  mlei  of  g00df 

Who  hath  his  life  fiom  mmomn  fteed  i 
Whose  eoDsdenoe  is  his  strong  reOneat  i 

Whose  state  can  neither  flatterers  feed,-— 
Nor,  ruin  make  oppressors  great  i 

Who  God  doth,  late  and  earlj,  pray       s 
More  of  his  grace  ttan  g^  to  lend  i 

And  entertains  the  harmless  day. 
With  A  reRgfous  book  or  friend. 

•This  man  is  freed  fkom  serrile  bands 

Of  hope  to  rise*  or  fear  to  laU  { 
lent  af  hlm»lf,  though  not  of  Uwds  i 

AaA  haTiiv  iwihiy,  yat  batb  •& 

.  This  worthy  and  accomplished  gentleman  died  in  tht 
year  1689^  and  is  celebrated  by  Mr.  Corwiey,  ia  an  ek- 
giac  poem^  foc^ning  with  these  lines : 

WM  shall  ire  say  sfaioe  tl20Rf  now  Ji  ^tf» 
Who  wbe^.be  90^,  all  things  would  iOeui  be  1 
Who  bad  so  many  lm(giM|get  in  store. 
That  only  Asic  shall  speak  of  him  in  mor$* 
C  » 
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HOOKER,  one  of  thematflstof  English  divines^  it 
snfficienily  known  and  cekbrated  ;  as  a  learned,  able, 
and  judicious  writer,  and  defisnder  of  our  church,  in 
his  Treatise  of  the  laws  of  ecclesiastical  polity: — the 
occasion  of  writing  which  is  at  this  day  but  little 
known  ;  and,  to  say  the  truth,  has  never  been  related 
with  the  clearness  and  perspicuity  necessary  to  render 
the  controversy  intelligible.  In  or  about  the  year  1A70 
were  publbhed  two  small  tracts — severally  entitled,  a 
first  and  second  AdmonUUm  to  the  Parliament^  coa« 
taining,  under  the  form  of  a  remMistrance,  a  most 
virulent  invective  against  the  establishment  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  church  of  England — ^which  were  answer- 
ed by  Dr.  Whitgift,  afierwaids  archbishop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  defended  by  one  Thomas  Cartwright,  the 
author  of  the  second  Admonition.    But  the  oraer  and 

Erogress  of  the  controversy  will  best  appear  by  the  fol- 
>win^8tateofit: 

Admomtionj  Jirst  and  second. 
Answer  thereto^  by  Whitgift. 

1.  RepHe  to  the  Answer,  oy  T.  C.  [Thomas  Cart- 
wright.] 

Defence  of  the  Answer'  (against  the  Reply)  by 
Whitgift. 

2.  A  Second  Replie  of  Cartwrirfit  against  Whtt- 
gift's  Second  {Defence  of  the\  Answer. 

3.  The  rest  of  the  Second  Reply. 

Whitgift  being,  it  seems,  weary  of  the  disDote,  re- 
mitted [committra  j  the  future  conduct  of  it  to  Hooker  ; 
who  took  it  up  with  an  examination  of  the  two  Admo- 
nitions, and  continued  it  through  the  subsequent  books 
of  Culwright,  referring  to  the  latter  (a  particular  wor- 
thy to  be  known:  for,  without  it,  no  one  can  tell  who  or 
what  he  is  refuting)  by  the  initials  *<  T.  C/-  and  the 
adjunct  ^^  lib."  sAove-mentioned. 

Here  the  matter  rested^  tfll  the  re-establishment  of 
episcopacy  and  the  liturgy  (both  which,  it  is  well 
known,  were  abolished  by  the  usurpers  under  Croni- 
well)  revived  the  question  of  the  lawtultiess  of  both  the 
one  and  the  other,  and  gave  rise  to  a  controversy  that  it 
likely  never  to  end. 
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Tiie  praise  of  Hooker^s  book  is,— that  it  is  written 
with  great  force  of  argnment,  and  in  a  truly  christian 
temper :  that  it  contains  a  wonderful  variety  of  leard* 
ing  and  carious  information ;  and  for  richness,  correct* 
ness,  and  elegance  of  style,  may  be  justly  deemed  the 
standard  of  perfection  in  the  English  language*, 

This  excellent  man,  Hooker,  was  by  a  craUy  woman, 
betrayed  into  a  marriage  with  her  daughter ;  a  homely 
ill«bred  wench,  and,  when  married,  a  shrew;  who  is 
more  than  suspectedj  at  the  instigation  of  his  adver- 
saries, to  have  destroyed  the  corrected  copy  of  the  three 
hst  books  of  his  in^nable  work,  of  which  only  the 
former  five  were  published  by  himself.  He  was  some 
time  Master-of«the^Temple ;  but  his  last  preferment  was 
to  the  rectory  of  Bishop  s  Bourne,  near  Canterbury.  In 
hb  passage  nromGravesend  to  London,  in  the  tilt-boat, 
he  caught  a  cold;  which  brought  on  a  sickness  that 
put  an  end  to  his  days,  in  1600,  when  he  had  but  just 
completed  his  forty-seventh  year, 

HERBERT  was,  of  the  noble  family  of  that  name ; 
and  a  younger  brother  of  the  first  of  modem  deists  f ,  the 

^  It  U  wonh  nstnarking  upon  this  dispute,  how  the  teparatiatB  hav« 
dufted  th^ir  grDund :  at  fint,  Doth  parties  seemed  to  be  a^ed,  that  with- 
out an  erJeiiattkal  eitaUubrntttt  of  some  kind  ot  other»  and  a  discipline  id 
the  charch  to  be  exercised  oj&r  its  mSaistert  and  members,  the  christian 
reUgioD  could  not  subsist ;  and  the  only  question  was, — ^Which,  of  the 
two,  bad  the  best  warrant  from  scriptur*^,  and  the  usage  of  the  primitive 
church ;  a  government  by  Usiofi,  prUUs^  and  deatw*  ;  or,  by  frabjitrs 
and  lay  tUers^  exercisine  jurisdiction  in  provincial  and  parochial  synods  and 
€ia4iei,  over  fhe  seTerarcongre|;ations  within  counties,  or  particular  divi- 
nons  of  the  kingdoms  ?  But  of  this  kind  of  church  government  we  now 
hear  oothing,  except  in  the  church  of  SeoihKd,  Au  congremtions  are 
now  imdependtnt  of  ^ach  other,  ^d  every  congregation  is  styled  a  church : 
The  father  of  thlf  (enet,  was  Robinsmi  a  pastor  of  an  English 

church  at  L^yden ;  if  not  the  original  founder  of  the  sect  called  Srovmists^ 
now  extinct ;  and  the  great  maintainers  of  it,  were  the  divines  most  fa^ 
Toured  by  Crptiiwell  in  his  usurpation,  GoodtctM,  Otoen,  Nye,  Caryl^  and 
others.  The  iPresbyUrians\  it  seems,  have  approved  it ;  and  giving  up 
their  scheme  of  ^hurch  govemxdent,  have  jomed  the  ind*petJtnts  i  and 
both  have  chpsen  to  be  comprehended  qnder  the  general  denomination  of 
DissmUrs.  Vide  Quick's  Synodicon,  Vol.  11.467.  Ca]amy*s  Lift  of  Baxter^ 
VoL  I.  476.     Frefact  to  Dr.  Gray's  Hudibras. 

f  So,  truly,  termed ;  as  being  the  author  of  a  treadse  De  v»ritaie  frov^ 
dSftimnitur  i  riveUUiotu,  a  verhimilh  afosMH^  a  /altat    Tpuching  Wblc^l 

^  9 
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iamons  Edward  lord  Herbert  of  Cheifoarj.  He  wm  a 
kinj^*8  scholar  at  Westminster,  and,  after  that,  a  fellow 
of  Trinity  College,'in  Cambridge.^  In  1619,  he  was  chost 
en  university  orator ;  and,  while  in  that  station,  studied 
the  modem  languageS|  with  a  view  to  (he  office  of  se* 
cretary  of  state :  butbetngofacon!»titution  that  indicated 
a  consumption,  and  withal  of  an  ascetic  turn  of  mind,  he 

fave  up  the  thoughts  of  a  court  life,  and  entered  into 
oly  orders.  His  first  prefermei^t  in  the  church  was  a 
Erebend  in  the  cathedral  of  Lincoln ;  and  lii$  next  and 
Lst,  the  rectory  of  Bemerton,  near  Salisbury.  About 
1630,  he  married  a  near  relation  of  the  earl  of  t)anby ; 
and  died  about  1635,  a/g^ed  forty-^two.  without  issue. 

His  elder  brother,  lord  Herbert  of  Cfherbury,  mentions 
him  in  his  own  Life  ;  aiid  gives  his  character  in  the 
following  words  t  '^  My  brother  Georfi^e  was  so  excellent 
**  a  sch^ar,  that  he  was  made  the  puolick  orator  of  the 
^'  university  in  Cambridge:  some  of  whose  English 
^  works  are  extant,  which^  though  they  berareinthei^ 
^'  kind,  vet  are  far  short  of  expressing  those  perfections 
<'  he  had  in  the  Greek  and  X#a/t>t.  tongues,  and  all  di« 
<'  vine  and  human  literature*  His  liie  was  most  holy 
^^  and  exemplarv;  insomuch  that  "about  Salisbury, 
^^  where  he  lived  beneficed  for  many  years,  he  was  little 
<^  less  than  sainted:  he  was  not  exempt  from  passion  and 
^•<  choler,  being  infirmities  to  which  all  our  race  is  subv, 
^^  ject,-^ut,  that  one  excepted,  without  joeprqach  in 
♦«  lis  actions." 

book,  and  the  reUo^iouB  opinions  of  the  author,  I  ihall  here  take  occasion 
to  mention  a  hci  Uiat  I  find  related  in  a  collection  of  periodical  papery 
entitled  the  JVukh  MiscetUmy,  pi^blished  in  1736,  in  two  voli.  Svo.  Lord 
Herbert,  of  Oier^nry,  bein^  dangerously  ill,  and  apprehensiYe  that  his 
end  was  apprqafhing,  sent  for  Dr.  Jeremy  Taylor,  and  signified  a  desire 
of  receiving^  the  sacrament  at  his  hands,  the  doctor  objected  to  him  the. 
tenets  containeil  in  his  writings,  particolarlv  those  wherein  he  asserts  the 
efficiency  and  absohite  perfection  of  natnral  religion,  with  a  view  to  shew 
that  any  extraordinary  reyelation  is  needless;  and  exhorted  him  to  retract 
^hem;  nut  his  lordship  refusmg,  the  doctor  declared  that  1^  could  not  ad- 
minister so  holy  and  solemn  ^  right  tp  an  unhiiner, ' 

The  doctor  upon  this  left  him;  s^id,  conceiving  hopes' that  his  lordship*t 
nckness  was  not  mortal,  he  wrote  (h^t  discourse— proving  that  the  reti- 
gioB  of  Jesus  Christ  is  from  God— which  is  printed  m  his  Dueter  Dubitamr. 
tium%  and  has  lately  been  republished  by  the  tryly  reyerend  and  learned 
pr,  Hvrd.  now  [yi?^\  biahop  of  Worcester. 
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Daring  hb  residence  in  the  university,  he  was  sreatlj 
celebratS  for  his  learning  andparts.  Bishop Hacket, 
in  his  lAft  of  the  tordkeeptr  Williams^  page  i75,  men* 
tions  a  strange  circumstance  of  him ;  which  for  the  sin- 
rular  manner  of  relating  it,  take  in  his  own  words : 
*^  Mr.  George  Herbert,  being  prelector  in  the  rheto- 
^^  rick  schoofat  Cambridge,  anno  1618,  i)assed  by  those 
*^  fluent  orators  diat  domineered  in  the  pulpits  of 
^^  Athens  and  IV'Me,  and  insisted  to  read  upon  an 
^  oration  of  King  James  :  which  he  analysed;  shewed 
^^  the  conbinnity  of  the  parts ;  the  propriety  of-  the 
'^  phrase;  the  height,  and  power  of  it  to  move  affec^^ 
^^  tions ;  the  style,  VTTERiiT  unknown  to  the  an- 
^^  ciENTS,  who  could  not  conceive  what  kingly  eio- 
^  quence  was  ;  in  respect  of  which,  those  noted  De^ 
^^  magogi  were  but  hirelings  and  triobolary  rhetori- 
"  ticians.'* 

A  collection  of  relijrious  poems,  entitled  the  Temple^ 
and  a  small  tract,  Ine  Priest  to  the  Temple;  or,  the 
Country  P^irson  his  Character^  with  his  Itemainsy  are 
all  of  bis  works  that  are  generaUy  known  to  be  in  print : 
but  I  have  lately  learned,  that,  hot  many  months  Wore 
his  decease,  Herbert  translated  Cornaro's  book  Of  tern* 
perattce  and  long  Iffe  ;  and  that  the  same  is  to  be  found 
printed  in  ISmo.  Cambridge,  1639;  tc^ther  with  a 
translation,  by  another  hand,  of  the  ffy^iasticM  of 
Leonard  Lessins.  Among  Herbert's  Bematns  is  a  col« 
lectioa  of  foreign  proverbs  translated  into  English,  well 
worthy  of  a  pEice,  in  some  future  edition. — ^with  those 
of  Ray.  Lord  Bacon  dedicated  to  him  a  Translation  of 
certain  of  the  Ptalms  into  English  metre.  Vide  Lord 
Bacon's  Works^  4to.  Vol.  III.  page  16S. 

In  this  life,  occasion  is  taken  by  the  author  to  intro<- 
duce  an  Account  of  an  intimate  friend  of  Herbert,  Mr, 
]Vichol(u  Farrarj  and  of  a  religious  establishment  in 
his  house,  little  less  than  monastic ;  from  which,  and 
some  scattered  memoirs  concerning  it,  the  following  ac* 
count  is  compiled. 

This  singularly  eminent  person  was  the  son  of  a 
wealthy  East  India  merchant,  and  was  bom  in  London 
in  the  year  1^91^    As  the  age  of  six  years,  for  the  u\^b 

9  4 


40  lAFE  OP  WALTDK* 

ef  a  pioas  disposition  observed  in  bim,  be  was  called  St4 
Nicholaa^.     From  school  •  he  was,  in  bis  thirteendi 
year,  sent  to  Cambridge ;  and  after  some  time  spent  tbere, 
was  elected  a  fellow  of  Clare-HalL    Abont  the  age  of 
twenty-six,  he  betook  himself  to  traTd  ;  and,  yisitiiig 
France,  Italy,  Spain,  .and  the  Low  Countries,  obtained 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  the  languages  spoken  in  the 
western  parts  of  Christendom ;  as  also  of  the  principles 
and  reasons  of  religion,  and  manner  of  worsbip  therein. 
In  these  his  travels,  he  resisted  the  persuasions  of  many 
who  tempted  him  to  join  in  communion  with  the  church 
of  Rome ;  and  remained  stedfast  in  his  obedience  to  the 
church  of  England .     Upon  his  return  home,  he,  by  the 
death  of  his  father,  became  enabled  to  buy  land  at  Little 
Gidding,  near  Huntingdon,  to  the  yalue  of  500/.  a 
year  t .;  where  was  a  manor-house  and  a  hall,  to  which 
the  parish^church  or  chapel  adjoined :  here  ne  settled. 
And  his  father  having  been  intimate  with  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  Sir  John  Hawkii)3,  and  Sir  Fraocis  Drake^ 
and  other  famous  nayiffators, — he  was,  in  1624,  by 
means  of  some  lords  in  uie  Virginia  company,  chosen  a 
member  of  the  house  of  commons;  in  which  capacity 
he  distinguished  himself  by  his  eloquence  and  activity  ; 
.but  having,  in  a  short  trial  of  a  publick  life,  experienced 
the  foily  and  vanity  of  wprldly  pursuits,  he  took  a  reso* 
lution  to  abandon  them :  and,  first,  he  made  suit  to 
his  diocesan,  that  his  mother  and  he  might  be  permit- 
ted to  restore  the  tithes  of  the  rectory  which  had  been 
impropriated;  and  accordingly  thie  church  was  en- 
dowed therewith  ;  which  was  no  sooner  done,  than  he, 
with  the  rest  of  the  family,  entered  into  a  course  of 
mortification,  devotion,  and  charitv*    The  society  con- 
sisted of  himself^  a  very  aged  mother^  four  niecesyWad 
other  kindred;  and  servants:  and  amounted  in  number 

^  ^  St.  NUboUu  VM  Bishop  of  Myra  in  Lycia,  and  famous  for  his  earlf 
t     piety,  which  as  the  Romish  legendaries  tell  us,  he  manifested,  by  Jvriear' 
i»g  to  xuek  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 

t  This  is  a  mistake  of  Walton's,  and  is  coorected  in  a  CMittim  •/ 
Paffirs  relafingtf  the  paOTESTANT  NUNNIRT  of  Utile  Gidding^  at  the  end 
'  of  Caii  Findicutf  edit.  Hearne.  The  mother — m  her  widowhood,  about 
the  year  1 625,  and  not  the  /on— made  the  purchase.  Among  these  p^pcrV) 
are  sundry  curious  conyersadqiu  of  the  young  women*  \ 
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ioiiAMft  ihirtv^ — exclusive  of  the  Deiffhbonring  ckrgjr, 
who  freqaentl^  resorted  thither,  9nd  for  a  week  iom 

Sher  would  join  with,  and  assiiit,  and  ease  them  in 
ir  watchiogs  and  devotions.  And  this  was  their 
lerimen: 

The  se^soii  of  Ze»#,  the  Ember  weeks^  Fridays, 
and  the  Vipls  of  Saints^  they  observed  strictly  ;  es^er^ 
dsing  abstinence  and  praver* 

Ifr.  Farrar  himself^  who  had  been  admitted  to  dea^ 
con's  orders,  took  upon  him  to  be  pastor  of  this  little 
flock:  and  apcordingly,  at  ten  and  four  everv  day, 
lead  Common  Prayer  in  tk^  churcbf  which  for  the  pur- 
pose he  had  both  repaired  and  adorned ;  besides  which. 
he,  at  the  hour  of  six  in  the  morning,  oonsfantly  read 
mattins,  eitha  in  the  church,  or  an  oratory  in  theif 
looinmon  dwelling,  the  manor  house. 

These  were  bat  the  ordinary  exercises  of  devotion* 
Tfeteaccoiint  of  theix  severities  in  watching  is  to  coroe ; 
for  we  are  told,  that,  after  these  early  prayers  were 
£oded,  man^  of  the  fiunily  were  accustomed  to  spend 
some  hours  m  singing  hymns  or  atUhems,  sometimes  in 
church,  and  often  to  an  organ  in  the  oratory.  Farther, 
those  that  slept  were,  oftentimes,  bv  the  ringing  of  a 
watch-bell  in  thp  night,  summoned,  to  the  church  or 
oratory ;  or,  in  extrem<e  cold  nishts,  (o  a  parlour  in 
the  house  that  had  a  fire  in  it ;  where  they  betook  them- 
selves to  prayers  and  laudine  God,  and  reading  those 
psalms  that  nad  not  been  redd  in  the  day, — ^for,  it  seems, 
their  rule  required v that  among  them  the  whole  Psalter 
should  be  gone  through  once  in  every  twenty-four 
hours :  Imd  when  any  grew  faint,  the  bell  was  rung, 
sometimes  after  midnight,— ^ind,  at  the  call  thereof,  the 
weary  were  relieved  by  others,  who  continued  this  ex- 
ercise until  morning.  And  this  course  of  piety»  ac- 
companied with  great  liberality  to  the  poor,  was  main<» 
tained  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Farrar,  in  1639. 

-  The  recreations  of  this  society  were  suited  ^to  the 
different  sexes ;  for  the  males,— >rt/yining,  vaulting^  and 
shooting  at  butts  with  the  long  bow :  for  the  females,-* 
walkings  gardening^  embroidery^  and  other  needle-^ 
porks :  and  for  botb,-*iitii5tcAr,  vocal  and  instrumental ; 
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reading  YojBges,  Travels^  and  Descriptions  of  coYin* 
tries^  Histories,  and  the  Book  of  Martyrs,  Moreover, 
they  had  attained  to  great  proficiency  in  the  art  cf 
Binding  and  \Gilding  Books;  and  ^with  singular  in* 
gennity  and  industry,  compiled  a  kind  of  Marmony 
of  sundnr  parts  of  the  holy  scriptures,  by  cntting  out 
Irom  di^rent  copies  the  parallel  passages,  pasting 
them  in  their  order  on  blank  paper,  am  afterwards 
binding  them  with  suitable  cuts  in  a  volume*.  And 
that  their  benevolence  tiiight  be  as  diffusive  aspossible^ 
•— e  School  was  kept,  in  the  house,  for  Graknmar, 
Arithmetick,  and  Mustek ;  to  which  all  the  neighbouring 
parents  had  permission  to  send  their  children. 

It  is  true,  that  this  society  excited  a  notion  in  some, 
that  it  was  little  bettet  than  a  Popish  seminary,'  and 
there  are  extant,  in  the  Preface  td  Peter  Longtoft'ls 
Chronicle,  edit.  Hearnc,  two  tracts,  in  which  it  is 
termed  a  reputed  nunnery  :   but  upon  a  Tisit  made 

*  They  [msde  three  fuch  books :  one  they  presentied  to  king  Charlei 
the  Fir8t,-*another  to  Charles  the  Second,— one  of  which  is  now  in  thet, 
library  of  St.  John's  college,  Oxford;  a  third  was  in  the  custody  of  tho 
binihr  in  1740. 

This  is  the  account  which  the  Anthorft  of  the  Sufiptemfftt  to  theiV/tr 
gra^hia  BriUtutiia^  ^erercr  they  got  it,  give  of  these  books  [Art* 
AIaplbtoft];  but  one,  more  accurate,  is  to  be  foupd  at  the  end  of 
Hearne*s  CaU  Fin^cis^  which  makes  them  seven  in  number:  the  third 
in  order,  was  by  the  compilers  called  «  The  whole  law  of  God|**  but 
Hearne,  in  he,  tit,  has  given  the  title  in  terms  that  more  fvUy  di^claife 
its  contents.  The  book  consists  pf  sundry  chapters  of  the  Penta- 
teuch, and  other  prts  of  the  Bible  of  the  last  translation,  pasted  down  on 
leaves  equal  in  sixe  to  the  largrest  Atlas ;  together  with  such  commen* 
laries  thereon  as  they  could  find  in  the  printed  worka  of  Mr.  Farrar*e 
fiiend,  Dr.  Tha  {Jackson,  and  other  expositors;  to  these  were  added-— 
and  pasted  in  the  margin,  from  a  small  impression  of  the  f/nv  Teiiametit 
—all  such  passages  in  St.  Paul's  EpuiUs  as  tend  to  the  explanation  of  the 
hw,«nd  particularly  of  the  types:  and  for  the  better  iUpttradon  of  the 
whole,  were  inserted  cuts — uken  out  of  printed  books,  and  otherwise 
collected,  referring  to  the  subject  matter  of  Uiebook«->amounting  in  numr 
ber  to  upwards  of  Hvelve  hundred.  This  stupendous  work  waf,  in  the 
month  of  March;  1776,  purchased  by  the  Rev»  Mr.  Bottrdillon,  minister 
of  the  French  protestant  church  in  SpitaU&eld«»  at  a  sale  of  the  library  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  De  Missy;  and  is  now,  January,  1784,  in  his  possession. 
At  the  same  auction,  was  also  sold  to  a  bookseller,  for  four  gnmeas,  an- 
other book  of  the  like  kind,  compiled  by  the  same  persons,  entitled, 
^  Actions,  Doctrmes,  and  other  Passages  touching  our  Blessed  JLord  and 
;Saviour  Jesus  Christ."  The  titk  at  lengtbi  (K  this  idiOj  if  given  bv 
lieame  ill  Ut,  titp  ^ 
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to  it  by  SQHie  inquisitiye  penons^  notbiAg  to  warrant 

ibis  Mispicion  appeared.     Whoever  would  know  mofe 

of  this  singular  institution  is  referred  to  the  aathoritifls 

mentioned}  at  the  bottom  of  this  page*(  in  somejof 

which    it  will  be  found,  that  Kii^  Charles  J.  onoe 

honoured  the  house  with  a  visit  c    and  that — Little 

Gidding  being  in  the  diocese  of  Lincoln<«-p-WilUams9 

at  that  time,  being  bishop  thereof^  aod  their  neighbour 

at  Bugden ;   induced  by  motives,  of  charity,  at  first 

perhaps  mingled   with  curiosity ;  frequently  di4  the 

aanie ;    wh€n--»finding9  thare,  nothing  to  blames  an4 

much  tQ  commend^he  more  than  once  preached|  and 

exercised  bis  episcopal  function  of  confirmation  on  the 

young  people  there  assembled.    Two  nieces,  of  Mr* 

!r  arrar  offered  to  make  a  vow  of  perpetual  cHastityi 

with  the  solemnity  of  episcopal  blessing  and  ratifica^ 

tion ;  but.  the  bishop^  doubtless  considering  that  vows 

which  obli^  us  to  a  perpetual  conflict  with  our  aa* 

tural  aflfections,  do  oflner  prove  snares  to  the  consci* 

ence  of  the  votary  than  acceptable  services  in  the  sight 

of  God,  dissuaded  them  from  such  an  engagement; 

and,  being  thus  left  at  liberty,  one  of  them  was  after* 

wards  well  bestowed  on  a  husband. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Farrar,  though  the  younger  of  two 
brothers,  had,  it  seems>  the  government  of  this  fra* 
nity :  he  is^  by  all  that  have  written  of  him^  celebrated 
as  well  for  his  learning  as  his  piety :  y^t  has  he  left 
nothing  of  his  writing,  save  a  short  Preface  to  his 
friend  Herbert's  Potmsj  and  a  Translation  of  a  book 
much  applauded  in  his  day.  The  hundred  and  Tet$ 
Conspderatiotts  of  Signior  John  Taldesso  f  t 

•  Pre/ace  to  Peter  Langtoft's  CBreh,  edit.  Heame.  Pafers  at  the  end  of 
Caii  Fiiuiias,  Hacket't  Life  rf  Arcbhub»p  IVilUams^  Part  IT.  page  BO^ 
Sh^r.  Brit,  Suf£lemeHi,  Art.  Mapletof t.  Li/i  of  Mr,  NieboUts  Farrar^ 
wntten  by  Dr.  Turner,  Bi^op  of  Ely,  in  the  Christian* j  Magaxine  for  the 
months  ox  July,  August,  September,  and  October,  1761. 

•f  yohm  VaCu^so  wac  of  noble  extraction,  by  birth  a  Spaniard,  a  aoldief 
by  profession^  and  a  follower  of  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth.  Grown 
Old,  he  obtained  leave  of  the  emperor  to  quit  his  service,  assigning  asarea* 
■on  for  his  request*  this  most  sage  and  pioua  aphorism,  *<  Offrtet  imtervita 
**  mqrotia  t^  diem  mortis  sfatium  aUqmod  iiiterudcrt  ;**  or,  to  give  it  in  English, 
*>  It  IS  fit  that  between  toe  bu«ine«  of  life  sod  the  day  of  dcttht  tome  ap^ce 
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It  18  needleBs  io  add  \?hat  was  the  subseqnentfafe  of 
this  harmless  society.  Mr.  Farrar  died :  the  rebelliofi 
broke  out :  and  wlien  <'  Popery  and  superstition''  was 
the  cry,  alas !  how  coald  Little  Gidding  nope  io  escape 
the  calamities  of  the  times  ?  in  short  it  was  plundered 
and  desolated! 

All  that  the  Farrars  had  restored  to  the  [parochial] 
church,  all  that  they  had  bestowed  in  sacred  come* 
Uness,  was  seized  upon  as  lawful  prey  taken  from 
superstitious  persons:  and  finally,  tne  owners  them- 
•dVes  were  compelled  to  flee  away  and  dispell:  in 
all  which  persecutions,  we  are  told  that,  applying  to 
their  wretcned  circumstances  the  words  of  the  apostle, 
^  they  took  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goodtf  */' 

SANDERSON  was  a  man  of  very  acute  parts,  and 
fiunous  for  his  deep  skill  in  casuistry :  that  solt  of 
kaming  was  formerly  much  cultivated  among  the  Romish 
divines,  with  a  view  to  qualify  the  younger  clergy  for 
the  office  of  confession ;  and  it  continued  in  rashion 
here,  longer  after  the  reformation  than  it  was  useful. 
In  the  year  1647  be  drew  up  the  famous  Oicford  Aea^y 
sons  against  the  Covenant ;  which  discover  amazing 
penetration  and  sagacity,  and  so  distinguished-  him, 
that  at  the  restoration,  he  was  promoted  to  the  bishop** 
rick  of  Lincoln.    In  1671  he,  by  virtue  of  a  conunission 
from  kii^  Charles  the  Second,  assisted  at  a  con^xsnce 
at  the  Savoy,  between  the  episcopal  clergy  and  non- 
oonformine  divines,  for  settling  a  Juiturgy  ;  and,  upon 
a  review  of  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  that  followed 
it,  composed  sundry  of  the  new  Collects  and  addUional 
offices^  it  is  said  that  the  form  o(  general  thanksgiving 
is  in  the  number  of  the  former:  and  drew  up  the  Pre^ 
face,  ^^  It  hath  been  the  wisdom  of  the  Church,"  ^c. 

**  sfaoolil  intenrene.'*  The  reflection  on  which  it  mppoted  to  have  moTed* 
the  emperor  to  resien  his  dignities,  and  betake  himself  to  an  ascetic  life. 
In  his  retirement,  Which  was  to  the  city  of  Naples,  Valdesso  wrote  the 
book  ahove- mentioned  in  the  Castllian  language ;  and  the  same  beiq^ 
translated  into  Italian  by  Cselius  Secundus  Curio  of  Basil,  was  out  of  that 
language  translated  into  English  by  Mr.  Farrar.  It  was  printtd  in  4to.  a| 
Oxford,  168S,  and  is  often  enough  to  be  met  with. 
*  £^utle  t$  tb*  fftirtwst  ctmp*  z.  Terse  S4« 
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This  great  man  died  in  1A62.  There  are  extant,  of 
his  workft— besides  a  Tolame  of  Sermons,  in  fWto— « 
treatise,  De  Juramenti  pr&mUsorii  ohligathne^  whtdi 
was  translated  into  finglish  by  Kinc^  CImrles  the  First, 
irhile  a  prisoner  in  the  Isle  of  Wight ;  and  several 
other  pieces,  the  titles  whereof  may  be  seen  in  the  Ca- 
talogue of  the  Bodleian  Library.  Walton's  acqnaint- 
ance  with  him  had  a  very  early  commencement :  and 
what  decree  of  intimacy  subsisted  between  them,  will 
appear  oj  the  following  account,  which  sufficiently 
<manicterizes  the  humility  of  the  good  doctor,  and  ttie 
simplicity  of  honest  Isaac.  ^'  About  the  time  of  hig 
printing  this  excellent  Preface^  fto  his  Sermons  Ami 
printed  in  1655,]  I  met  him  accidentally  in  London, 
in  sad-coloured  cloathes,  and,  God  knows,  far  from 
beitiff  costly.  The  place  of  onr  meeting  was  near  to 
Little  Britain ;  where  he  had  been  to  buv  a  book| 
which*  he  then  had  in  his  hand.  We  had[  no  incli- 
nation to  part  presently;  and  therefore  turned  to 
stand  in  a  corner^  under  a  penthouse ;  (For  it  began 
to  rain;)  and  imm<Ddialely  the  wind  rpse,  and  the 
rain  increased  so  much,  that  both  became  so  inconve- 
nient, as  to  force  us  into  a  cleanly  house ;  where  we 
had  breads  cheese^  alcj  and.  a  /ire,  for  our  money. 
This  rain  and  wind  were  so  o&liging  to  me,  as  to 
force  onr  stay  there,  for  at  least  an  hour,  to  my 
great  content  and  advantage ;  for  in  that  time,  he 
made  to  me  many  useful  observatbns,  with  much 
clearness  and  conscientious  fin^edom  *. 
It  was  not  till  long  after  that  period  when  the  fiicul- 
ties  of  men  begin  t^  decline,  that  Walton  undeiiook  to 
write  theZ^  of  Sanderson:  nevertheless,  far  from 
beinff  deficient  in  any  of  those  excellencies  that  dlstin- 
Ifuish  the  former  Lhes^  this  abounds  with  theevidencea 
of  a  vigorous  imagination,  a  sound  judgment,  and  a 
memory  unimpairS ;  and  for  the  nervous  sentiments 
and  pious  simplicity  therein  displayed,  let  the  conclud- 
ing paragraph  thereof,  pointed  out  to  me  by  an  emi- 
nent writer  t^  and  here  given,  serve  as  a  specimen. 


*  Lifi  4  BpiitftHn. 
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5<  Tkiii»  thk  patteiu  of  meekiieM  aad  primitiT^  iii« 
^'  nocence  cbanced  this  for  a  better  life :  'tis  now  too 
**  late  to  wish  that  mine  may  be  like  his ;  (for  I  am  in 
**  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  my  a^e :  and  God  knows  it 
**  hath  not ;)  but  I  most  humbly  beseech.  Ahniffhtjr 
^'  God  that  my  death  may :  and  I  do  as  earnestly  oeg, 
^'  that  if  any  reader  shall  receiye  any  satisfiustion  from 
^^  this  very  plain^  and  as  true  relation^  he  will  be  so 
^  charitable  as  to  say  ^mei8»'' 

Such  were  the  Persons,  whose  virtues  Walton  was  so 
laudably  employed  in  celebrating  t  and  surely  he  hai 
done  but  justice  in  saying,  that 

^<  These  were  honourable  men  in  their  genera* 
«  tions."  -ffec/wsxliT.  7*. 
.  And  yet  so  &r  was  he  from  arrogating  to  himself  any 
merit  in  this  his  labour,  that,  in  the  instance  of  Dr. 
Donne's  Xii/e,  he  compares  himself  to  Pompey's  bond* 
man— who  being  found  on  the  sea*shoie,  gathering  up 
the  scatteied  fragments  of  an  old  brdcfia  wat,  in  order 
to  burn  the  body  of  his  dead.masCer,  was  asked^  ^<  Who 
^^  art  thou  that  preparest  the  funerals  of  Pompey  the 
<<  Great  r'--«hoping,  as  he  says,  that  if  a  like  quotion 
Ifhould  be  put  to  him»  it  would  be  thought  to  have  ill 
it  more  of  wander  than  disdain. 

The  above  passage  in  scripture,  assumed  by  Walton 
as  a  motto  to  the  collection  of  Ufou^  may,  with  e^ ual 
propriety,  be  applied  to  most  <^  his  frmnds  aad  mti« 
mates;  who  were,  men  of  such  distiiiguiahed  cha-» 
r^era  for  learning  and  jnety,  and  so  maiiy  in  nUm* 
ber  t,  that  it  is  matter  of.  wonder  hy  what  means  a ' 
man  in  his  station,  could  obtain  admittance  among  to 

*  Motto  to  the  Collection  of  Livtt. 
•  t  In  the  number  of  his  intimate  friindi  we  find  ArcUiiahop  Uihei^ 
ArcUiithop  Sheldon,  Bishop  Morton,  Bishop  Kmgy  Bishop  Barlow, 
Dr.  Fuller,  Dr.  Price,  Dr.  Woodford,  Dr.  Featly,  Dr.  Holdtworth, 
Dr.  Hammond,  Sir  Edward  Sandys,  Sir  Edw.  Bydx,  Mr.  Cramner, 
Mr.  ChiUingworth,  Mich.  DiaytoB,  and  that  cei^bnttd  tdholkr  and 
cattc  Mr*  John  Hales,^of  Eton.  H^mkuu,  In  short  he  was  in  habits 
of  iriendiT  intercourse  with  those  who  were  most  celebrated  for  their 
piety  and  learning.  Nor  could  he  be  deficient  in  utbanity  of  mannerv, 
or  elegance  of  taste,  who  was  the  companion  of  Sir  Hcory  WottoOt 

■••w  vavw^p  wipviM^a^vii^HVlP  ^WB^a«aw"SWB^  ^f*    ••■v  ^B^^       ^ww^*^^* 
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ilfostriom  a  floeiety ;  anless  we  vtU  suppose^  as  doabt* 
less  was  the  case^  that  his  integrity  and  amiable  dis^ 
position  attracted  the  notice  and  conciliated  the  af^ 
fections  of  all  with  whom  be  had  any  concern. 

It  is  observable,  that  not  only  these,  but  ther  nest  of 
Walton's  friends,  were  eminent  royalists/  and  that  he 
himself  was  in  great  repute  for  his  attachment  to  tho 
royal  cause,  wul  appear  by  the  following  relation , 
taken  from  Ahmole^s  History  of  the  order  of  the 
garter y  page  828;  where  the  Antlior,  speaking  of  tho 
ensigns  of  the  order,  says ;  ^^  Nor  will  it  be  nnfitly 
*^  here- remembered,. by  what  good  fortune  the  present 
*'  sovereign's  Lesser  George,  set  with  fair  diamonds, 
^^  was  preserved,  after  the  defeat  given  to  the  Scotch 
^^  forces  at  Worcester,  ann.  f  Car.  II.  Among  the 
^  rest  of  his  attendants  then  dispersed,  Colonel 
^  Blague  was  one;  who  taking  shelter  at  Blore« 
^*  pipe«house  in  Staffordshire,  where  one  Mr*  George 
**  barlow  then  dwelt,  delivered  his  wife  this  George^ 
"  to  secure.  Within  a  week  after,  Mr.  Barlow  him- 
'^  self  carried  it  to  Robert  Milward,  Esq. ;  he  beiri^ 
*'  then  a  prisoner  to  the  parliament,  in  the  garrison  of 
^  Stafford ;  and  by  his  means  was  it  happily  preserved 
^  and  restored :  for,  not  long  after,  he  delivered  it  tor 
^  Mr.  Isaac  Walton,  (a  man  well  known,  and  a» 
'^  well  beloved  of  all  good  men ;  and  will  be  better 
^'  known  to  posterity,  by  his  inscmious  peii^  in  the 
"  Lites  of  JOr.  Donne,  Sir  lienry  Trottoh,  Mr. 
"  Richard  Hooker^  and  Mr.  George  Herbert,)  to  be 
^^  ^yen  to  Colonel  Bla^e,  then  a  prkoner  in  the 
/^  Tower;  who  considering  it  had  already  past  so 
^^  many  dancers,  was  persuaded  it  could  yet  secure 
*^  one  hazarmus  attem^  of  his  own;  and,  thereupon, 
*^  leaving  the  Tower  without  leave-taking,  hasted  the 
^  presentation  of  it  to  the  present  sovereign's  hand  *.'^ 

The  reljgioas  opinions  of  eood  men  are  of  little  im- 
portance to  others,  any  farther  than  they  necessarily 
conduce  to  virtuous  practice ;  since  we  see,  that  as 
well  the  different  persuasions  of  papist  and  protestant, 

•  See  also  Dr.  PIott*i  StafinUhirH  91U 
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as  ^6  several  no  less  di£fering  parties  into  vtiidt  the 
leformed  religion  is  unhappily  subdivided,  have  pro^ 
daced  men  equally  remarkable  for  their  endowmentsir 
sincere  in  their  professions,  and  exemplary  in  their 
lives  *  ;-*-but  were  it  necessary,  after  what  has  been 
above  remarked  of  him,  to  be  particular  on  this  head, 
with  respect  to  our  Author  we  should  say,  that  he 
was  a  very  dutiful  son  of  the  Church  of  England; 
nay  further,  that  he  was  a  friend  to  an  hierarchy^  or^ 
as  we  should  now  call  such  a  one,  a  high  churcnman; 
for  which  propensity  of  his,  if  it  needs  an  apology,  it 
may  be  said.  That  he  had  lived  to  see  hypocrisy  and . 
Janaiicism  triumph  in  the  subversion  of  both  our 
ecclesiastical  and  civil  constitution,— the  .  important 
question  of  toleration  had  not  been  discussed )-— the 
extent  of  regal  prerogative,  and  the  bounds  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  had  never  -been  ascertained, — 
and  he,  like  many  other  gooiil  men,  might  look  on  the 
interests  of  the  Church,  and  those  of  Religion,  as  in« 
8q[>arable; 

[At  a  time  when  animosities  between  the  Sectarian  and 
High*church  parties  prevailed  without  any  prospect 
of  their  termination,  Walton,  from  solicitude  for  the 
welfare  of  his  country-r^nd  not  with  a  view  to  em- 
barrass himself  in  disputation,  for  his  nature  was  ab*- 
horrent  from  controversy— ^ve  an  ingenuous  and  un- 
dissembled  account  of  his  faith  and  practice,  as  a  true 
son  of  the  Chiirch  of  England  :  publishing,,  in  1680, 
a  treatise  under  the  title  of  Love  and  Truths  in  two 
modest  and  peaceable  Letten^s  concerning  the  Distent^ 
pa's  of  the  present  Times  ;  written  from  a  quiet  mid 
comformable  citizen  qf  London^  to  tzs}0  busie  and  fac^ 
iious  shopkeepers  in  Coventry.  The  motto  to  it^  was^ 
^^  But  let  none  of  you  suffer  as  a  busie-body  in  other 
*^  men's  matters !"  1  Pet.  4.  15*  Walton  suppressed 
his  name  in  the  title  pa^ :  but  for  ascribing  it  to  his 

EUy  there  is  the  sufficient  authority  of  Archbishop 
ncroit,  who,  in  the  volume  of  Miscdhmies,  (Misceh 

«  If  the  intelligent  reader  doubts  the  truth  of  this  podtion ;  let  him  re- 
flect oo,  and  cmpare  ixrith  each  other,  the  characters  of  Hookeh*  Father 
PAVt,  and  Mr.  |bcB ako  Baxtxk. 
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lane€^  14 ;  8,  M.)  in  the  library  of  Emanuel  College^ 
Cambridge,  has,  with  his  own  hand,  marked  its  title 
thus ;  "  Is.  Walton's  8  letters  cone*  y«.  Dislemps  of  ye; 
««  Times,  1680/'  The  style,  the  sentiment,  theargai 
mentation,  are  such  as  might  be  expected  from  a  plain 
man,  actuated  only  by  an  honest  zeal  to  promote  the 
pttUick  peace.  And  if  we  consider  that  it  was  written  by 
our  '*  quiet  and  conformable  Citizen.^*'  in  the  87th  year 
of  hia  age,  a  season  of  life  when  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
are  usualf^  on  the  decline,  it  will  be  scarcely  possible 
not  to  admire  the  clearness  of  his  judgment  aiid  the 
unimnired  yigour  of  his  memory.  The  work,  which 
breatnes  the  genuine  spirit  of  benevolence  and  candor, 
is  not  altogether  inapplicable  to  more  recent  times ;  and 
it  has  been  reprinted  as  lately  as  1795.     Xouch.'] 

Besides  the  Works  6f  Walton  above-mentioned,  there 
are  extant,  of  his  writing,  Verses  on  the  death  of  Dt. 
Donne;  beginning,  "  Our  Donne  is  dead ;"  Verses  to 
his  leyeiend  friend  <he  Author  of  the4^ifag'o^ff^,  prints 
td  together  with  Herbert's  Temple^/  Verses  before 
Akunder  Brome*s  Poemsj  octavo,  1646, — and  before 
Shirley's  Poems,  octavo,  1646,— -and  before  CeLti^ 
vnigfkVs  Plays  and  Poems,  octavo^  1651.  lie  wrote 
•also  the  following  Unes  under  an  engraving  of  Dr. 
Donne,  before  his  Poems,  published  in  16S5. 

TUB  WM»— for  yottUi,  ttreo^b,*  mirth,  and  wit— IM  time 

MottoooBt  tiieirc«AfefiJ^f-f  b«t  was  not  Uiine : 

Haw  waa,  thy  later  yean  i  ao  nmch  Kilned 

Vfum  yottUi's  droM,  mirUi,  and  wit* — as  tb;  Jmm  mind 

Thonfflit  (like  the  anyeU}  notbii^  hat  the  praise 

Of  t^  Craater,  in  those  last,  best  dajs, 

Witness  this  boolc,  (thy  einbiemO  which  be^in* 
With  lore  i  bat  chds  with  siiphs  and  tears  for  sJas« 

^  Dr.  Bevy  KIdk,  bishop  of  Chichester— in  a  Letter 
to  WaitoB^  dated  in  November^  1664 ;  and  in  which 

^  Fidtt  cs^«,  the  SjOMATuat  to  the  second  C0pj  •/  Cmrnm/tOHy 
Ttrsot  and  page  1S6»  n. 

t  Alhiding  to  his  age,  «».  tigbutni  when  the  picture  was  painted 
moL  which  urn  print  was  taken. 
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is  contained  the  judgment  (hereinbefore  inserted)  of 
Hales  of  Eton,  on  the  Life  of  Dr.  Donne — says,  that 
Walton  had,  in  the  Life  of  Hooker,  given  a  more 
short  and  significant  account  of  the  character  of  bis 
time^  and  also  of  archbishop  JVhiigifL  than  he  had  re- 
ceived from  any  other  pen,— -and  that  ne  had  also  done 
much  for  Sir  Henry  Savile^  his  contemporary  and  &- 
miliar  friend :  which  fact  does  very  well  connect  with 
what  the  late*  Mr.  Des  Maizeaux,  some  years  since,  re- 
lated to  a  gentleman  now  deceased  *,  from  whom  my- 
self had  ity  viz.  that  there  were,  then*  several  Letters  of 
Walton  extant,  id  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  relating  to 
a  Lt^e  of  Sir  Henry  Saviley  which  Walton  had  en- 
tertained thoughts  of  writing, 

I  also  find)  that  he  undertook  to  collect  materials  for 
A  Life  of  Haks  :  it  ^ms,  that  Mr.  Anthony  Farring- 
don,  minister  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Milk-street,  Loo- 
don,  had  b^un  io  write  the  life  of  this  memorable 
person ;  but  dyin^^  before  he  had  complied  it,  his  pa- 
pers were  sent  to  Walton,  with  a  request  from  Mr. 
Fulman  f ,  who  had  proposed  to  himseli  to  continue  and 
finish  it,  (hat  Walton  would  furnish  him  with  such  in- 
formation as  was  to  his  purpose :  Mr.  Fulman  did  npt 
live  to*complete  his  design.  But  a  Life  of  Mr.  Hales, 
from  other  materials,  was  compiled  by  the  late  Mr* 
Des  Maizeax,  and  published  by  him  in  1719,  as  a 
specimen  of  a  new  Biographical  Dictionary. 

A  Letter  of  Walton,  to  .Marriot  his  bookseller^  upon 
this  occasion,  was  sent  me  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Birch, 

•  William  Oldys,  Esq.  Norroy  king  at  anne;  Author  of  the  Lifipf 
Mr»  Cttten,  prefixed  to  the  Second  Part,  in  the  fonner  editioot  of  tmi 
work. 

f  Mr.  William  Fulman,  amanuensis  to  Dr.  Hen.  Hammond.  See  him 
in  AtbtM.  Oxat,  VoL  II.  823.  Some  specious  arc;ument8  have  heen  urged 
to  prove  that  this  person  was  the  Author  of  tne  H^i^  Dmty  of  Mam^ 
and  I.  once  thoueht  they  had  finally  settled  that  long  agitated  questioii, 
««  To  whom  is  the  world  oblieed  for  that  excellent  work  ?**  but  1  find 
a  full  and  ample  refutation  of  Stem,  in  a  book  entitled,  Mmuiki  of  mw- 
.  vol  Ladies  of  Groat  Britiam^  by  George  Ballard,  4to.  1758,  p.  318,  and 
that  the  weight  of  evidence  is  greatly  m  favour  of  a  lady  deservedly  celo> 
bfated  by  hmi,  vis.  Dorothy^  tiie  wife  of  Sir  John  Paktrngtam^  Bart,  and 
daughter  of  Thomaa  lord  Coventry,  lord  keeper  of  the  great  teal»  Umf. 
Cmr,  I. 
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iocm  afler'the  publication  of  my  fint  edition  of  the  Com^ 
0fe/ff  AfMer^  containing  tiie  wove  fiicts ;  to  which  the 
iDoctor  added,  that  after  the  year  1719,  Mr.  Fnlman'g 
papers  came  to  the  hands  of  Mr.  Des  Maiieaux,  who 
intended,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  avail  himself  of  them: 
bat  he  never  published  a  second  edition  of  his  Ldfe  of 
HtUes ;  nor,  for  an^ht  that  I  can  hear,  have  they  ever 
yet  found  their  way  mto  the  world. 

In  168S,  when  he  was  ninety  jQ^ars  old,  Walton 
|mblisbed  Thealma  and  Clearchus  ;  a  pastoral  history^ 
in  smooth  and  easy  verse,  written  long  since  by  John 
ChaUchilly  Esq*;  an  acquaintance  and  friend  of  Ed* 
mund  Spenser :  to  this  poem  he  wrote  a  prefitce,  con- 
taining a  very  amiable  character  of  the  author. 

He  lived  but  a  very  little  time  after  the  puUication 
of  this  poem ;  for,  as  Wood  says,  he  ended  his  days 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Decemtier,  1683^  in  the  great 
finest,  at  Winchester,  in  the  house  of^  Dr.  Wifiiam 
Hawkins,  a  prebendary  of  the  church  there,  where  he 
lies  buried*. 

In  the  cathedral  of  Winchester,  viz.  in  a  chapel  in 
the  south  aile,  called  Prior  Silksteed's  chapeU  on  a 
large  black  flat  marble  stone,  is  this  inscription  to  his 
memory;  the  poetry  whereof  has  very  little  to  reoom* 

^  It. 

Here  restetii  the  bodj  of 
Mr.  ItAAc  WAi/roify 
Who  d jed  the  1 5th  Of  DeceBbcr, 
1683. 
Alas  t  he*8  f^ons  hefore. 
Gone  to  return  bo  more. 
Onr  panting  breaiU  aspire 
After  their  aged  lire  i 
Whofe  well-ipent  life  did  last 
Ml  ninety  jean  and  past. 

Bat  now  he  hatti  began 
Thsly  irhich  irill  ne*er  be  done* 
CiovnM  with  eternal  bUM, 
We  wish  our  souls  with  his. 

Tom  MooiiiiB  SIC  rmoirr  uunut 

«  Atb«.  Osoo.  VoL  I.  coL  805. 
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Tbe  VBsat  of  Walton's  manii^  weiey«-*a  son,  Mtned* 
lioae ;  and  a  daughter,  named,  alter  her  mother^  Jnne^ 
This  son  was  pIao3  in  Christ  Church  college,  Oxford^; 
and,  hayii^  tal^n  his  d^ree  of  bacbdor  of  arts«  tra- 
FeUedy  together  with  his  uncle,  Mr.  (afterwards  bishop) 
Ken,  in  the  year  1674,  being  the  year  of  the  jubilee,  into 
France  and  Italy ;  and,  as  CoUmi  says,  Tisited  Rome 
|uid  Venice.  Of  this  5<m,  mention  is  made  in  th&  le- 
markaMfr  Will  of  JDr.  Donne  the  younger,  (mrinted  ou 
a  half  sheet,)  in  1662 ;  whereby  be  b^ueathed  to  tbe 
elder  Walton  all  his  father's  writings,  as  also  his  com^ 
mon-jAu^e  bpok,  which,  he  says,  may  be  of  use  to  him 
if  he  makes  him  a  scholar.  Upon  .the  return  of  tbe 
younger  Walton,  he  prosecuted  his  studies ;  and  bar- 
ing  fiiished  the  same,  entored  into  holy  orders ;  and 
Jbecame  chaplain  Ui  Dr.  Seth  Wainl,  bishop  of  Sarum; 
by  whose  favour,  be  attained  to  the  d^^nity  of  a  canon 
residentiary  of  that  cathedral.  Upon  the  decease  of 
bishop  Ward,  and  the  promotion  or  Dr.  Gilbert  Burnet 
to  the  Tacant  see,  Mr.  Walton  was  taken  into  the  friend- 
ship and  confidence  of  that  prelate,  and  being  a  man 
of  great  temper-  and  discretion,  and  for  his  candour 
ana  sincerity  mnch  respected  by  all  the  clergy  of  the 
diocese,  he  became  yery  useful  to  him  in  condttC{ting 
the  affiiirs  of  the  chajpter. 

Old  Isaac  Walton  having  by  his  will  bequeathed  a 
farm  and  land  near  Stafibrd,  of  about  the  yearly  value 
of  SO/,  to  this  his  son  and  his  heirs  for  evibr,  upon  con* 
dition,  that  if  his  said  son  should  not  marry  before 
he  should  be  of  the  age  of  forty-one,  or  being  mar« 
ried,  should  die  before  the  said  age,  and  leave  no  son 
that  should  live  to  the  age  of  twenty-one,  then  the 
same  should  go  to  the  corporation  of  otafibid,  for  cer* 
tain  charitable  purposes ;— this  son,  upon  his  attain- 
ment of  that  age  without  having  married,  sent  to  the 
mayor  of  Stafford,  acqnaintmg  bun,  that  the  estate  was 
improved  to  almost  double  it^  former  value,  and  that 
upon  his  decease  thecorporatioB  would  become  entitled 
thereto. 

•  rtdt  Part  II.  page  417 ;  jMtn.  Onm.  Vol.  n.  989 ;  Bugr.  Brii,  Art. 
Ksir. 
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This  tifordij  oenon  died,  at  the  ageof  sixt^^iine^  on 
tlie  SOth  day  or  December,  17l9 ;  and  lies  interred  in 
the  cathedral  idiQieh  of  Saliabnrjr. 

jitme^  the  danghter  of  oU  Isaac  Walton,  and  sister 
of  the  above  penon,  waa  married  io  Dr.  William  Haoh 
JuHSi  a  divine  aoid  a  prdiendaiy  of  Winchester,  men- 
tioned  above;  lor  whom  Walton,  in  his  will,  expresses 
great  a&ction,  dedaring  that  he  loved  him  as  his  own 
son:  he  died  the  17th  day  of  July,  1691,  a«d  fifty- 
eight,  kaving  issue— by  nis  saiu  wife — a  daughter, 
named  Jtme^  and  a  son,  named  William.  The  daughter 
was  never  married,  but  lived  with  her  uncle,  the  canoui, 
as  his  hoHsdkeeper,  and  the  manager  of  his  domestick 
concerns:  die  remained  settled  at  Salisbury  after  his 
decease,  and. till  theSTth  of  November,  1728,  when 
she  diea,  and  lies  buried  in  the  cathedral. 

WiUiamj  the  son  of  Dr.  Hamldnsj  and  brother  of 
the  last-mentioned  Anne,  was  bred  io  the  study  of  t|^e 
law ;  and  fiom  the  Middle  Temple,  called  to  the  bar ; 
but  attained  to  no  degree  of  eminence  in  his  profession. 
He  wrote  and  puUished  in  Sro.  anno  1713,  A  short 
Recount  of  the  l^fe  of  Bishop  Ken^  with  a  small  speci* 
men,  in  jorder  to  a  publication  of  his  Works  at  large ; 
and,  acooidjogly,  in  the  yean  1721,  they  were  pub- 
lished, in  four  volumes,  8vo«  From  this  Account^  some 
of  the  above  particulars  respecting  the  family  connec- 
tions of  Walton  are  taken. 

I  am  informed,  that  this  gentleman  for  several  years 
laboured  under  the  affliction  of  incurable  blindness,  and 
that  he  died  on  (he  26th  day  of  November,  1748. 

A  few  months  before  his  death,  our  Author  made  his 
will,  which  appears,— by  the  peculiarity  of  many  ex- 
pressions contained  in  it,  as  well  as  by  the  hand — to  be 
of  his  own  writing.  As  there  is  something  characteris- 
tick  in  this  last  solemn  ai:t  of  his  life, — it  has  been 
thought  proper  to  insert  an  authentic  copy  thereof  in 
this  account  of  him ;  postponing  it,  oply^  to  the  fol- 
lowmg  reflections  on  his  life  and  character. 

Upon  a  retrospect  to  the  foregoing  particuhurs,  and 
ft  view  of  some  others  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  Let- 
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ter*  and  in  his  WiU,— it  wiU  appear  tbat  Walton 
possessed  that  essential  ingredient  in  human  Miotty, 
nitns  sana  in  corpore  sano;  for  in  his  eigkiy^ihird 
year  he  professes  a  lesolation  4o  begm  a  pilgrimage  of 
more,  than  a  hundred  miles  into  a  country  the  most  dif- 
ficult and  hazardous  that  can  be  conceived  for  an  aged 
man  to  travel  in^  to  visit  his  friend  Cottonf ,  and  doubt- 

•  Seehit  Xffitfr  U  CbarUi  CaUom^  £«q. ;  prefixed  to  the  Mcond  p«rt. 

f  To  this  joumey  he  seems  to  ha^«  been  inTited  by  Mr.  Cotton,  in  the 
following  hwansbai  Stanmas^  printed  with  other  of  his  F^em  in  1689.  Svo» 
and  addressed  CO  his  dour  and  most  worthy  friend  Mr.  Isaac  Waltoo. 

Whilst  in  this  cold  and  blnst'ring  cUmey 
Where  bleak  winds  howl  and  tempests  roary 

We  pass  away  the  roughest  time 
Has  been  ci  many  years  before. 

Whilst  from  the  most  ten^jestnous  nookt 

The  dullest  blasts  our  peace  in^sde. 
And  by  great  rains  our  smallest  brooka 
*  Are  almost  naTigable  made; 

Whilst  all  the  ilh,  are  so  improv'd. 

Of  this  dead  quarter  of  the  year. 
That  even  you,  so  much  beloVd, 

We  would  not  now  wish  with  vs  here  i 

In  this  esute,  I  say,  it  is 

Some  comfort  tc^us  to  suppose* 
That,  in  a  better  clime  than  this, 

Yott,  our  dear  friend,  haye  mora  rcfote) 

And  some  delight  to  me  the  while, 

Thou^  nature  now  does  weep  in  rain» 
To  think  that  I  have  seen  ha*  Mniley 
And  haply  may  I  do  again. 

If  the  aU*rulxng  Power  please 

We  live  to  see  another  May^ 
We'll  recompense  an  age  of  these 

Foul  days  m  one  fine  fishing  day. 

We  then  shall  haye  a  day  or  two, 

Perhaps  a  wede,  wherein  to  try 
What  the  best  master's  hand  can  do 

With  the  most  deadly  killing  flie: 

Aday,  with  nottoo  bright  abeam, 

A  warm,  but  not  a  scorching  sun»   . 
A  southern  gale  to  curl  the  stream,  ' 

And«  master,  half  our  work  is  dooe^ 
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las  to  enjoy  his  favourite  diversion  of  tokgllng  in  the 
delij^htful  streams  of  the  Dove,-— and  on  the  ninetieth 
anniversary  of  his  birth-day  he,  by  his  wiH,  declares 
himself  to  be  6f  perfect  memoty  •• 
-  As  to  his  worldly  circumstances — notwithstanding 
the  adverse  accident  of  his  being  obliged,  by  the  trou- 
bles of  the  times,  to  quit  London  and  his  occupation— 
tfaev  appear  to  have  been  commensurate,  as  well  to  the 
wishes  as  the  wants  of  any  but  a  covetous  and  intemper- 
ate man ;  and,  in  his  relations  and  connections,  such 
a  concurrence  of  circumstances  is  visible^  as  it  would 
be  almost  presumption  to  pray  for. 
.  For— not  to  mention  the  patronage  of  those  many 
pidates  and  dignitaries  of  the  church,  men  of  piety 
and  kairninff,  with  whom  he  lived  in  a  close  intimacy 
and  friendship ;  or,  the  many  ingenious  and  worthy 
persons  with  whom  he  corresponded  and  conversed ; 
or,  the  esteem  and  respect  testified  by  printed  letters 
and  eulogiums,  which  nis  writings  had  procured  him 
»-To  be  matched  with  a  won^an  of  an  exalted  under- 
standing, and  a  mild  and  humtjle  .temper;  to  have 
children  of  good  inclinations  and  sweet  and  amiable 
dispositions,  and  to  see  them  well  settled ;  is  not  the  lot 
of  every  man  tnat,  preferring  a  social  to  a  solitary  life, 
chuscs  to  become  the  head  ot  a  family. 
But  blessings  like  these  are  comparatively  light ;  when 

There,  whilit  behind  some  buah  we  wait 

The  scaly  people  to  betray,— 
We'll  prove  it  just  with  treach*roiis  bait 

To  make  the  preying  Trwt  our  prey. 

And  think  ourseiTet  in  such  an  hour. 

Happier  than  those,  though  not  so  high. 
Who,  like  Ltmaihans  devour. 

Of  meaner  men  the  onallerfry. 

This,  my  best  firiend,  at  my  poor  home 

Shall  be  our  pastime  and  our  theme ; 
But,  then — should  you  not  deign  to  come. 

You  make  aU  this  a  flatt'ring  dream. 

*  These,  it  must  be  owned,  are  words  of  course  in  a  Will :  but  had 
the  fact  been  uibtrwise^  he  would  have  been  umible  to  make  such  a  JBf 
diciout  di8|K>sition  of  his  worldly  estate  as  he  hat  done,  pr  with  his  ^mp. 
hand  to  write  so  long  an  instrument  as  his  WtlL 
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weighed  fi^iMnst  those  of  a  miDd  stored,  lil^  his,  wUk  • 
a  great  variety  of  useful  knowledge,— -and  a  temper  that 
could  harbour  no  noAleyoIent  thought  or  insidious  dbf 
sign,  nor  stoop  to  the  arts  of  fraud  or  flattery^,  butdis* 
posed  him  to  love  and  virtuous  friendship,  to  the  eojoy? 
ment  of  innocent  delights  and  recreations,  t6  the  con- 
templation of  the  worluof  nature,  and  thewaysof  Pro-> 
yidence,  and  to  the  still  sublimer  pleasuies  c«  rational 
pietv* 

li,  pos^essiqg  all  these  benefits  and  advanti^es,  ex^ 
temaland  internal ;  together  with  a  mental  constitution, 
so  happily  attempered  as  to  have  been  to  him'aj|i€i^ 
petuat  founiain  qf  chearfulnessf;  we  can  nitertain  a 
doubt  thaf  Walton  was  one  of  the  happiest  of  men^ 
ye  estimate  them  at  a  rate  too  low ;  and  snew  ourselves 
Ignorant  of  the  nature  of  that  fi^icity  to  which  it  is 
possible  even  in  this  life  for  rirtuqus  ai^d  good  men, 
with  the  blessing  of  God|  to  arrive. 

f  See  lut  Pre/utf  wkerein  he  declam  tliat  though  he  can  be  tenons  «t 
•eMMmable  timet,  he  it  » lover  ot  innocent  hannl^is  mirth,  and  that  his 
hpo|i  is  a /frter#  ^  iw  •«>«  ^/ari^iM/ 
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Aogntt  th*  ninth,  one  thonaad^ 
hundred  eightj-three. 


Jit  t|e  fiame  of  (tteb^  )amen.    I  izaak 

WALTON  the  elder,  of  Winchester,  being  Ibis  pre. 
tent  day,  in  the  ninetieth  j^ear  of  my  age,  and  in  per- 
.fect  memory,  for  wbich  praised  be  Grod  ;  but  consider- 
ing  how  suddainly  I  may  be  depriFed  of  both,  do 
therefore  mal^c  this  m  v  last  will  and  testament  as  fol- 
loweth :  And  first.  I  do  declare  my  belief  to  be,  that 
ihere  is  only  one  Grod,  who  hath  made  the  whole  world, 
and  me  and  all  mankind ;  to  whom  I  shall  give  an  ac« 
poont  of  all  my  actions,  which  are  not  to  1^  justified, 
bat  I  hope  pardoned,  for  the  merits  of  my  Saviour 
Jesus:  Ana  because  the  profession  of  Christianity 
does,  at  tliis  time,  seem  to  be  subdivided  into  Papist 
and  Pfotestante,  I  take  it,  at  least  to  be  convenient, 
to  declare  my  belief  to  be,  in  all  points  of  faith,  as  the 
Church  of  England  now  professeth :  and  this  I  do  the 
rather,  because  of  a  rery  long  and  verv  true  friendship 
with  some  of  the  Roman  Church.  And  for  my  worldly 
estate,  (which  I  have  neither  got  by  falshood  or  flat- 
teiy,  or  the  extreme  cruelty  of  the  law  of  this  na- 
tion*,) 1  do  hereby  give  and  beoueath  it  as  foUoweth : 
Firsts  I  give  my  son-in»law,  Doctor  Hawkiks,  and 
to  HIS  VTiwz  ;  to  them  I  give  all  my  title  and  right 
of  or  in  a  part  of  a  house  and  shop  in  Pater-noster 
row,  in  London,  which' I  hold  by  lease  from  the  lord 
bishop  of  London  for  about  fiflj  years  to  come.  And 
I  do  also  ffive  to  them  all  my  right  and  title  of -or  to  a 
jiottse  in  CbanceiyJane,  London^  wherein  Mrs.  Grein* 
wood  now  dwelleth,  in  which  is  now  about  sixteen 
years  to  come :  I  give  these  two  leases  to  them,  they 

*  Allodfaig,  perhapsi  to  dat  fendamcattl  maxim  of  dor  law*  Sitmmim 
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saving  mj  executor  from  all  damage  concerning  the 
same.  And  I  gire  to  my  son  Ixaak  all  my  right 
and  title  to  a  I^se  of  Norington  farme,  which  I  hold 
from  the  lord  bishop  of  Winton :  And  I  do  also  give 
him  all  my  right  and  title  to  a  farme  or  land  near 
to  Stafford,  which  I  bonght  of  Mr.  Walter  Noell ;  I 
say,  I  ^ive  it  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever ;  but  upon 
the  condition  following,  namely;  if  my  son  shall  not 
marry  before  he  shall  be  of  the  qge  of  forij  and  one 
years,  or,  being  married,  shall  dye  before  the  said 
age,  and  leave  no*  son  to  inherit  the  said  farme  or 
land, — pr  if  his  sou  or  sons  shall  not  live  to  attain 
tlie  age  of  twenty  and  one  years,  to  dispose  other- 
ways  of  it, — then  I  give  the  said  farme  or  land  to 
the  townc  or  corporation  of  Staffobd,  in  which  I 
was  borne,  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  some  of  the 
said  towhe,  as  I  shall  direct,  and  ^  followeth;  (but 
first  note,  that  it  is  at  this  present  time  rented  for 
twenty-one  pounds  ten  shillings  a  year,  and  is  like  to 
hold  the  said  rent,  if  care  be  taken  to  keep  the  barn 
and  housing  in  repair;)  and  I  would  have,  and  do 
give  (en  pound  of  the  said  rent.  To  bind  out,  yearly, 
two  boys,  the  sons  of  honest  and  poor  parents,  to  be 
apprentices. to  some  tradesAien  or  handycraftrmeni  if} 
the  intent  the  said  boys  may  the  better  afterward  get 
their  own  living.  And  I  do  also  give  five  pounq 
yearly  out  of  me  said  rent,  to  be  given  to  some 
maid-servant,  that  bath  attained  the  age  of  twenty  and 
one  years,  not  less,  and  dwelt  long  in  one  service,  or 
to  some  honest  poor  man's  daughter,  that  hath  attain* 
ed  to  that  age,  to  be  paid  hpr  at  or  on  the  day  of 
her  marriage :  and  this  being  done,  my  will  is,  that 
what  rent  shall  remain  of  the*said  farme  or  land,  shall 
be  disposed  of  as  followeth :  first  I  do  give  twenty 
shillings  yearly,  to  be  spent  by  the  major  of  Stafibrd, 
and  those  that  shall  collect  the  said  rent,  and  dispose 
of  it  as  1  have  and  shall  hereafter  direct;  and  that 
what  money  or  rent  shall  remain  undisposed  of,  shall 
be  imployed  to  buy  coals  for  some  poor  people,  that 
shall  most  need  them,  in  the  said  iowne ;  tne  said  coals 
to  be  delivered  the Jirst  weekein  January^  or  in  every 
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Jb'si  wetk  in  February;  I  say  iheny  because  I  take 
that  time  to  be  the.  hardest  and  most,  pinebing  times 
with  poor  people;  and  Grod  reward  taese  that  shall 
do  this  witaont  partialitv,  and  with  honestj,  and  a 
good  coDscieace*  And  if  the  saftie  major  and  others  * 
of  the  said  towne  of  Stafford  shall  prove  so  negli« 
geot»or  dishonest,  as  not  to  imploy  the  rent  by  me 

S'veaas  intended  andexprest  in  this  my  will,  which 
Dd  forbid^ — then  I  give  the  said  rents  and  profits  of 
thci  said  fiurrae  or  land  to  the  town,  and  chief  maeistrates 
or  governors,  of  Eclbshai^l,  lo  be  disposed  of  by 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  I  have  ordered  the  disposal 
of  it  by  the  town  of  Stafford,  the  said  farme  or  land 
bein^  near  th^  town  of  Ecleshall.  And  I  give  to  my 
son-in-Iaw,  Dr.  HAWKifrs,  whom  I  love  as  my  own 
son;  and  to  my  dauohtbEi  his  wifb;  and  my  son 
IzAAK ;  to  each  of  them  a  ring,  with  these  words  or 
motto ;  '^  lAyoe  my  memory^  I.  W.  obiit 

"  to  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Winton  a  .riiug)  with  this  motto ;  '^  A  mite  for  m 
^*  million^  J.  fr.  obiit  "  and  to  his  friends 

hereafter  named,  I  give  to  each  of  them  a  ring  with 
thismoUo;  "  Jfrimfs/arewell,  L  JV.obiU  " 

And  my  will  is,  the  said  rings  be  delivered  within  fortv 
days  after  my  death :  and  that  the  price  and  value  of  all 
the  said  rines  shall  be  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence 
a  piece,  i  give  to  Dr.  Hawkins  Doctor  Donne's 
Sermons^  which  I  have  heard  preacht,  and  read  with 
much  content.  To  my  son  Iz aak,  I  give  Doctor  Sibba 
his  SouVs  Conflict;  and  to  mt  dauguter  his  Bruised 
Jteed  *,  desiring  them  to  read  them  so  as  to  be  well  ac« 
qoainteid  with  tnem.  And  I  also  give  unto  her  all  my 
books  at  Winchester  and  Droxford,  and  whatever  in 
those  two  places  are,  or  I  can  call  mine*  except  a  trnnk 
of  linnen,  whidh  I  give  to  my  son  Izaak  :  but  if.  be 
do  not  live  to  marry,  or  make  use  of  it,  then  I  give  the 
same  to  my  grand-daughier,  Anns  Hawkins.  And  I 
give  HT  DAUGHTER.  Doctot  Hall's  IVorJcs^  which  be 
now  at  Farnham*    To  my  son  Izaak  I  give  all  my 

*  TUt  book  was  an  iiutrument  in  the  conTenion  of  Mr.  Richard  B«x« 
ter.    Sec  Dr.  Calamj't  Lf/k  of  him,  page  7. 
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books^  not  yet  gi^en,  at  Famham  CaKteH ;  and  a  dttk« 
of  prints  aiid  pictuies ;  also  a  cabinett  near  tnj  bed*t 
head,  in  which  are  some  little  things  that  he  will  yatuey 
tboufffa  of  no  great  worth.  And  my  will  and  desire  is; 
that  he  will  be  kind  \o  his  annt  Beaghamb,  and  hill 
annt  Rose  Ken  ;  by  allowing  the  first  about  fifty  shi!# 
lin^  a  j^ear,  in  or  fi»r  bacon  and  cheese,  not  more^ 
aud  paying  fonr  pounds  a  Tear  towards  ihe  boaldin^ 
of  her  son^s  dyct  to  Mr.  John*  Whitehead :  for  hi4 
aunt  JTeic,  I  cfesire  him  to  be  kind  to  her,  according 
to  her  necessity  and  his  own  abilitie ;  and  I  comment 
one  of  her  children,  to  breed  up  as  J  have  teid  I  intend 
to  do,  if  he  shall  be  able  to  do  it,  as  I  know  he  will  s 
for  they  be  good  folke.  I  give  to  Mr.  Jonir  DARBTi* 
•HIRE  the  Sefilwns^'-of  Mr.  Anthony  Farringdon-'-or^ 
of  Dr.  Sanderson;  which,  my  executor  thinlu  fit.  To 
my  servant,  Thomas  Edoill,  I  give-  five  pound 
in  money,  and  all  my  doths  linen  and  woollen— ezoe^ 
one  suit  of  cloths,  which  I  ^ive  to  Mr.  Hoi^linsheo, 
and  forty  shillings-*if  the  said  Thomas  be  my  servant 
at  ray  death ;  if  not,  my  cloths  only.  And  1  give  my 
old  friend,  Mr.  Richard  Marriot^,  ten  pounds  ia 
money,  to  be  paid  him  within  three  months  after  m^ 
death ;  and  I  desire  my  son  to  shew  kindness  to  him  if 
he  shall  neede,  and  my  son  can  spare  it.  And  I  do 
hereby  will  and  declare  mv  son  Icaak  to  be  my  sole 
executor  of  this  my  last  will  and  testament;  and  Doctor 
Hawkins,  io  see  that  he  performs  it ;  which  I  doubt 
not  but  he  will.  J  desife  my  burial  may  be  near  the 
place  of  my  death,  tnd  free  from  any  ostentation  or 
charge^  but  privately.  This  I  make  to  be  m^  last  will, 
(to  which  I  shall  only  add  the  codicil  for  nn^s,)  this 
sixteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
eighty  three.  Izaak  Waltor.  Witness  to  this  will. 
The  rings  I  give,  are  as  on  the  other  side.  To  my 
brother  John  Ren  ;  to  my  Sister  his  wife ;  to  my  brof* 
^her,  Doctor  Ken;  to  my  sister  Pye;  to  Mr.  Francis. 
Motley ;  to  Mr.  George  Vrmqn;  to  Aw  wife;  to  his 
three  Daughters ;  to  Mrs.  Nels0n  i  to  Mr.  Richari 
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Wdton;  to  Mr.  Palmer;  to  Mr.  Twflor;  to  Mr.  Tho. 
Chrrard;  to  the  tord  bishop  of  Sarum ;  to  Mr.  Rede^ 
his  senrant;  to  my  cousin  Dorothy  Kenrick ;  to  m j 
Goasin  Ltwm  ;  to  Mr.  Walter  Higgs  ;  to  Mr.  CharleM 
CoiUm;  to  Mr.  Richard  Mariyot : — S2.  To  my  bro- 
ther Beacham;  iomy  Sister  his  wife ;  to  the  lady  Anne 
Haw;  to  Mrs.  King;  Doctor  Phillips'n  Wife;  to  Mr. 
ValaiHne  Harecourt ;  to  Mrs.  Eliza  Johnson  ;  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Rosters;  to  Mrs.  i?/t20  Milward;  to  Mrs.  /^ 
ro/Ay  Wallop ;  to  Mr.  ^t//.  Milward^  of  Christ-church  ^ 
Ox&id ;  to  Mr.  John  Darby  shire  ;  to  Mr.  Undevill; 
to  Mrs.  Rock;  to  Mr.  Peter  White;  to  Mr.  John 
Uojfde;  to  my  cousin  CreinselPs  Widow;  Mrs.  Dalbin 
must  Dot  be  foigotlen :— -16.  Izaar  Walton.  NotCf 
thataerend  lines  are  blotted  oat  of  this  will,  for  they 
were  twice  repeated,— and  that  this  will  is  now  signed 
and  sealed  this  twenty  and  fourth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  six  hundrra  eighty  three,  in  the  presence  of 
us :  Witness,  Abraham  Markland,  Jos.  Taylor, 
Thomas  Crawley. 


TO  TMl 
RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL 

JOHN  OFFLEY, 


IfADSLST  MANOR,  IN  TEA  COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD  BSa 


My  Most  Honoured  Friend, 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  made  so  ill  use  of  your  former  fa- 
Tours^  as  by  them  to  be  encouraged  to  intreat, 
that  they  may  be  enlarged  to  the  patronage  and 
protection  of  this  book.  And  I  have  put  on  a 
modest  confidence,  that  I  shall  not  be  denied, 
because  it  is  a  discourse  of  fish  and  fishing,  which 
yon  know  so  well,  and  both  love  and  practise 
10  much. 

You  are  assured,  though  there  be  ignorant 
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men  of  another  belief^  that  Angling  is  aii  art  j 
and  you  know  that  art  better  than  others  s  and 
that  this  truth  is  demonstrated^  by  the  fruits  of 
that  pleasant  labour  which  you  e^joy^— when 
you  purpose  to  give  rest  to  your  mind,  and 
divest  yourself  of  your  more  serious  business^ 
and  (which  is  often)  dedicate  a  day  or  two  to 
this  recreation. 

At  which  time,  if  common  anglers  should  at* 
tend  you,  and  be  eye-witnesses  of  the  success, 
not  of  your  fortune  but  your  dull,  it  would  doubt<> 
less  beget  in  them  an  emulation  to  be  like  you, 
and  that  emulation  might  beget  an  industrious 
diligence  to  be  so;  but  I  know  it  is  not  attain-^ 
able  by  connnon  capacities.  And  there  be 
now  many  men  of  great  wisdom,  learning,  and 
experience^  which  love  and  practise  this  art^ 
that  know  I  speak  the  truthi 

Sir,  this  pleasant  curiosity  offish  and  fishings 
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of  which  yott  are  so  ^eat  a  master,  has  be6ii; 
thought  worthy  the  pens  and  practices  of  divers  m 
other  nationsj  that  h4vebeen  reputed  men  of  great 
learning  and  wisdom.  And  amongst  those  c^  thit 
nation,  I  remember  Sir  Henry  Wotton  (ad<eatloYe( 
of  this  art)  has  told  me^  that  his  intentions  were  to 
write  a  discourse  of  the  art,  and  in  praise  of 
angling;  and  doubtless  he  had  done  so,  if  death 
had  not  prdvehted  him ;  the  remembrance  of 
which  hath  often  made  nde  sorry ;  for  if  he  had 
lived  to  do  it,  then  the  unlearned  angler  had 
seen  some  better  treatise  of  this  art,  a  treatise 
that  might  have  proved  worthy  his  perusal, 
which,  though  some  have  undertaken,  I  could 
never  yet  see  in  English. 

But  mine  may  [be  thought  as  weak,  and  as 
unworthy  of  common  view;  and  I  do  here  freely 
confessj  that  I  should  rather  excuse  myself,  than 
censure  others:  my  own  discourse  being  liable 
to  so  many  exceptions;  against  which  you^  Sir, 
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migfat  make  this  oiie,  that  it  can  contribute 
nothing  to  your  knowledge.  And  lert  a  longer 
epistle  may  diminish  your  i^easure^  I  shall  make 
this  no  longer  than  to  add  this  Mowing  truths 
that  I  am  really^ 

SIR, 

Xwr  rnost  OjffixtimuUe  Friend^ 

Iz.  Wa. 


TO  ALL 

READERS 

OF  TH» 

DIS'COUJRSE, 

BUT  EAPECIALLY   TO 

THE  HONEST  ANGLER. 


/  THINK JU  to  tell  thee  thete  foUozoing  truths,  thai 
I  Hid  neither  undertake^  nor  write j  nor  publish,  and 
much  less  ozon,  this  discourse  to  please  myself:  and^ 
having  been  too  easily  drawn  to  do  all  to  please  others j 
as  1  propose  not  the  gaining  of  credit  by  this  under* 
takings  so  I  would  not  wiUtngly  lose  any  part  of  that 
to  which  I  had  a  just  title  bef&re  I  begun  ity  and  do 
therefore  desire  md  hope,  if  I  deserve  not  commenda^ 
tions,  yet  I  may  obtain  pardon^ 

^na  though  this  discourse  may  be  liable  to  some  ex- 
ceptims^  yet  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  most  readers  may 
receive  so  much  pleasure  or  profit  by  ity  as  may  make  it 
worthy  the  time  of  their  perusal^  if  they  be  not  toe 
grave  or  too  busy  men.  And  this  is  all  the  confidence 
that  I  can  pu  on,  concerning  the  merit  of  what  is 
here  offered  to  their  consideration  and  censure  ;  and  if 
the  kut  pn^oe  too  severe^  as  I  have  a  liberty,  so  I  am 
resolved  to  use  it,  and  neglect  all  sour  censures. 
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And  I  wish  the  reader  also  to  (aJce  notice y  that  in  wrU" 
%ng  of  it  I  have  made  myself  a  recreation  of  a  recrea* 
tion;  and  that  U  might  prove  so  to  him,  and  not  read 
dull  and  tediously^  I  have  in  several  places  mixed ,  not 
any  scurrility ,  but  some  innocent y  harmless  mirth ,  of 
which,  if  thou  he  a  severe,  sour^complexioned  man^ 
then  I  here  disallow  thee  to  be  a  competent  judge  ;  for 
divines  say,  there  are  offences  given,  and  offences  not 
giren  but  taken. 

And  I  am  the  wiUinger  to  justify  the  pleasant  part 
of  ity  because  though  it  is  known  I  can  be  serious  ai 
seasonable  times,  yet  the  whole  discourse  is,  or  rather 
was,  a  picture  of  my  own  disposition,  especially  in  such 
days  and  times  as  /have  lata  aside  business,  and  gone 
f fishing  with  honest  Nat.  and  R.  ^Loe  * ;  but  they  are 
gone,  and  with  them  most  of  my  pleasant  hours,  even 
as  a  shadow  thai  passeth  away,  and  returns  not. 

And  next  let  me  add  this^  thai  he  that  likes  not  the 
book,  should  like  the  excellent  picture  of  the  Trout,  and 
some  of  the  other  fish :  which  I  may  take  a  liberty  to^ 
commend,  because  they  concern  not  myself. 

Next  let  me  tell  the  reader,  that  in  thai  which  is  the 
more  useful  part  of  this  discourse,  that  is  to  say  ,^  the  06- 
servations  of  the  nature  and  breeding,  and  seasons^  and 
catching  of  fish,  I  am  not  so  simple  as  not  to  know,^  thai 
a  captious  reader  may  find  exceptions  against  some''^ 
thing  said  of  some  of  these;  and  therefore  I  must  «i- 
treat  him  to  consider,  that  experience  teaches  us  to 
know  that  several  countries  alter  the  time,  and  I  think 
almost  the  manner^  of  fishes^  breeding,  but  doubtless 
of  their  being  in  seasbn;  as  may  appear  by  three  rt- 
vers  in  Monmouthshire,  namely,  Severn,  Wye,  and 
IJ A,  where  Camden,  Brit.  f.  633,  observes,  that  in  the 
river  Wye,  Salmon  are  in  season  from  September  to 
April ;  and  we  are  certain^  that  in  Thames  and  Trentj 
and  in  most  other  rivers,  they  be  in  season  the  six  hoU 
ter  mouths. 

*  These  penons  are  rappoied  to  have  been  related  to  Walton,  from 
this  circumstance,  that  in  a  copy,  handed  down,  of  hit  JUvm  of  JOfmt^  Sh 
H.  Wtttom^  Hooktr^  and  Herbert^  there  M  written  by  the  Author  on  tho 
frontispiece,  «  For  my  cousin  Roc."  •    •  i 


WALTON  TO   THE   READEB.  60 

NonOy  for  the  Art  of  catching  fish,  thfU  is  to  sa%fy 
Jffow  to  make — a  nian,that  wasnonCy  to  be  an  angler 
< — by  a  book;  he  that  undertakettty  shall  undertake 
a  harder  task  than  Mr.  Hcdesj  a  mqst  valiant  and 
excellent  fencer^  who  in  a  printed  book  called^  A  pri- 
vate School  of  Defence,  undertook  to  teach  that  art 
or  science^  and  was  laughed  at  for  his  labour.  Not 
but  that  many  useful,  things  might  be  learnt  by  thai 
book :  but  he  was  laughed  at  because  that  art  was  not 
to  be  taught  by  words  but  practice^;  and  so  must 
angling.  And  note  also^  that  in  this  discourse  I  do 
not  undertake  to  say  all  that  is  knowuj  or  may  be 
said  of  it  J  but  I  unJer^take  to  acquaint  the  reader  with 
many  things  that  are  not  usually  known  to  every  an* 
gler;  and  I  shall  leave  gleanings  and  observations^ 
enough^  to  be  made  out  of  the  experience  of  all  that 
love  and  practise  this  recreationy  to  which  I  shall 
encourage  them.  For  angling  may  be  said  to  be  so 
like  the  mathematicksj  that  it  can  never  be  fully 
learnt;  at  least  not  so  fully ^  but  that  there  wiU  still 
be  more  new  experiments  te/t  for  the  trial  of  other 
men  that  succeea  us. 

But  I  think  all  that  love  this  game  may  here  learn 
something  that  may  be  worth  their  money j  if  they  be 
not  poor  and  needy  men;  and  in  case  they  be^  t 
then  wish  them  iq  forbear  to  buy  it;  for  I  write  not 
^^.  g^^  money  J  but  for  pletii&ure^  and  this  discourse 
boasts  of  no  more ;  for  J  hate  to  promise  much,  and 
deceive  the  reader. 

And  however  it  proves  to  him,  yet  I  nm  sure  I 
hav^  found  a  high  content  in  the  search  and  confe* 
rente  of  what  is  here  offered  to  the  reader* s  view  and 
censure :  I  wish  him  as  much  in  the  perusal  of  it, 
and  so  I  might  here  take  my  leave;  hut  will  stay  a 
little  and  tell  him,  that  whereas  it  is  said  by  many^ 
that  in  fly-fishing  for  a  Trout,  the  angler  must  ob" 
serve  his  twelve  several  flies  for  the  twelve  months 
^f  the  year:  I  say.  he  that  follows  that  rule,  shall 
be  as  sure  to  catch  fish,  and  be  as  wise,  as  he  that 
makes  hay  by  the  fair  days  in  an  almanack,  and  no 
surer;  for  those  very  flies  that  use  to  appear  about 
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and  0&  the  water  in  one  month  of  the  year,  may  the 
following  year  come  almo6t  a  month  sooner  or 
later,  as  the  same  jrear  prores  colder  or  hotter :  and 
yet^  in  the  following  DiscotrasE,  /  haw  set  doum 
'ike  twelve  flies  that  are  in  reputaUon  with  many 
anglers ;  and  they  may  serve  to  give  him  some  oo" 
servcUions  concerning  t)iem.  And  he  mtnf  note^  that 
there  are  in  Walks  and  other  countries^  peculiar 
flies,  proper  to  the  particular  place  or  coimtry ;  and 
doubtless^  unless  a  man  makes  a  Jly  to  counterfeit 
that  very  Jly  in  that  place,  he  is  like  to  lose  his  la^ 
hour  J  or  much  of  it;  but  for  the  generatUyy  three 
^  or  fourjf le^,  neat  and  rightly  made,  and  not  too  big, 
*  serve  for  a  Trout  m  most  rivers,  all  the  summer. 
And  for  winter  fly-fishing— 17  is  as  useful  as  an  aU 
manack  out  of  date !  And  of  these,  because  as  no 
man  is  bom  an  artist^  so  no  man  is  bom  an  angler, 
I  thought  fit  to  give  thee  this  notice. 

When  I  have  told  the  reader,  that  in  this  f^th  * 
impression  there  are  many  enlargements,  gathered 
both  by  my  own  observation,  and  the  communication 
with  friends,  I  shall  stay  him  no  longer  than  to  wish 
him  a  rainy  evening  to  read  this  following  discourse  ; 
and  thaty  if  he  be^an  honest  angler,  the  east  wind 
may  never  blow  when  he  goes  afshing. 

I  w. 

*  The  fifth,  as  it  is  the  last  of  the  editions  publiriied  ih  the  antfaor^t 
life-time,  has  beea  carefully  followed  in  the  preheat  pubttcttion.  Bee  the 
Author's  Life. 
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COMMENDATORY  VERSES. 

TO  mr  DKAB  BROTHER 

IZAAK  WALTON, 

uroM  Bit 

COMPLETE  ANGLER. 


ERASMUS  in  his  learned  CoBo^uies 
Has  mixt  some  toys,  thai  by  vaneties 
He  might  entice  ul  readers :  for  in  him 
Each  child  ma^  wade,  or  tallest  giant  swim. 
And  such  is  this  discourse :  there  s  none,  so  low. 
Or  highly  learn'd,  to  whom  hence  may  not  flow 
iPleasnre  and  information :  both  which  are 
iTan^ht  ns  with  so  m^oh  art,  that  I  might  swear^ 
Safe^,  the  choicest  critick  cannot  tell. 
Whether  yotir  matchless  jodfment  most  ezcell 
In  angling,  or  its  praise:  where  commendation 
First  channs ;  then,  raaketf  an  art  a  recreation. 
'Twas  so  to  me ;  who  saw  the  chearful  spring 
Pictured  in  every  meadow,  heard  birds  sing 
Sonnets  in  every  groye,  saw  fishes  play 
In  the  cool,  crystal  springs,,  like  lambs  in  Mav  s 
And  they  may  pla^,  till  anglers  read  this  book/ 
Bnt  after^  tis  a  wise  fish  'sMpes  a  hook. 

Jo*  F&ouD,  Mr.  qf  Jrts. 
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READER 


COMPLETE   ANGLER. 


FIRST  mark  the  title  weU :  mj  Friend  that  gave  it 
Has  made  it  good ;  this  book  deserves  to  have  it. 
For  be  that  views  it  with  judicious  kx>ks, 
Shall  find  it  full  of  art)  fataits,  lines,  and  hooks. 

(The  world  the  river  is;  both  you  and  f, 
And  all  mankind,  are  either  fish  or  fry.) 
If  we  pretend  to  reason,  first  or  last 
His  baits  will  tempt  us,  and  his  hooks  hold  fast*    . 
Pleasure  or  profit^  either  prose  or  rhime, 
If  not  at  first,  will  doubtless  take  in  time. 

Here  sits,  in  secret,  blest  theology, 
Waited  upon  by  grave  philo^^ophy 
Both  natural  and  moral ;  history, 
Deck'd  and  adorned  with  flowers  of  poetry, 
The  matter  and  expression  striving  which 
Shall  roost  excel  in  worth,  yet  seem  not  rich. 
There  is  no  danger  in  his  t>aits  ;  that  hook 
Will  prove  the  safest,  that  is  surest  took. 

Nor  afe  we  caught  alone, — ^but,  which  is  best, 
We  shall  be  wholsome,  and  be  toothsome,  drest ; 
Drest  to  be  fed,  not  to  be  fed  upon : 
And  dartffer  of  a  surfeit  here  is  none. 

he  solid  food  of  serious  contemplation 
Is  sauc'd,  hcrev  with  such  harmless  recieatioD» 
That  an  ingenuous' and  religious  mind 
Cannot  inquire,  for  more  tmui  it  may  find 
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/  Ready  at  once  prepared,  either  t'excite 

Or  satisfy  a  curious  appetite. 

More  praise  is  due :  for  'tis  both  positive 
And  trutn — ^which,  once,  \¥as  interrogativei 
And  utter'd  by  the  poet,  then,  ill  jest — 
Et  p  iscatorem  piscis  atnare  potest. 

Cii.  Harvib,  Mr.  of  Art$^* 

*  Soppoaed  to  be  CbruUphir  ffarvU^  for  whom  tee  Athen,  0«9».  V<d.  L 
Be  vide  mfra^  p.  166,  jtu 
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TO  MY  DEAR  FRIfiND 

MR.  IZ.  WALTON; 


IN 


PRAISE  OF  ANGLING; 

WHICH  WE  BOTH  LOV& 


DOWN  by  this  smooth  stream's  wand'ring  side, 
Adora'd  and  perfiim'd  with  the  pride 
Of  Flora's  wardrobe,  where  the  shrill 
Aerial  choir  express  their  sldll — 
First,  in  alternate  melody ; 
And,  then,  in  chonis  all  agree-— 
Whilst  the  charm'd  fish,  as  extasy'd 
With  sounds,  to  his  own  thnMttdeny'd, 
^rns  his  dull  element*  and  springs 

I*  th'  air,  as  if  his  fins  were  wings. 
*Tis  here  that  pleasures  sweet  and  high 

Prostrate  to  our  embraces  lie : 

Such  as  to  body,  soul  or  fame, 

Create  no  sickness,  sin  or  shame : 

Roses,  not  fenc'd  with  pricks,  grow  here; 

No  sting  to  th'  honey-bag  is  near; 

But,  what's  perhaps  their  prejudice. 

They  difficulty  want  and  price. 
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An  obvioufi  rod,  a  twist  of  hair. 
With  hook  hid  in  an  insect. — are 
Engines  of  sport  would  fit  the  wish 
O'  th'  Epicure,  and  fill  his  dish. 

In  this  clear  stream,  let  fail  a  ejnh ; 
And,  strait,  take  up  a  Dace  or  Chub. 
V  th*  mud  J  your  worm  provokes  a  snig; 
Which  being  fast,  if  it  prove  big. 
The  Gotham  folly  will  be  found 
Discreet,  ere  ta'en  she  must  be  drowned. 
The  Tench^  physician  of  the  brook,  ' 
In  yon  dead  note  expects  your  hook ; 
Which  having  first  your  pastime  been. 
Serves  then  for  meat  or  medicine. 
Ambush'd  behind  that  root  doth  stay 
A  Pike,'  to  catch — and  be  a  prey. 
The  treacherous  quill  in  this  slow  stream 
Betrays  the  hunger  c^a  Bream, 
Add  at  that  nimole  ford,  no  iloubL 
Your  false  fly  cheats  a  speckled  Trout. 

When  you  these  creatures  wisely  chuM 
To  practise  on,  which  to  your  use 
Owe  their  creation,— -and  when 
Fish  from  your  arts  do  rescue  men, — 
To  plot,  delude,  and  circumvent. 
Ensnare  and  spoil,  is  innocent 
Here  by  these  crystal  streams  you  may 
Pineserye  a  conscience  clear  as  they ; 
And  when  by  sullen  thoughts  you  find 
Your  barrassed,  not  busied,  mind 
In  sable  melancholy  clad, 
Distemper'd,  serious,  turning  sad ; 
Hence  letch  your  cure,  cast  in  your  bait, 
All  anxious  thoughts  and  cares  wiU  strait 
Fly  with  sQch  sj^ed,  they'll  seem  to  be 
Possest  with  the  Htfdrophobie. 
The  water's  calmness  in  your  breast, 
And  smoothness  on  your  brow  shall  rest. 

Away  with  sports  of  charge  and  noise, 
And  give  me  cheap  and  silent  joys. 
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Such  as  ActcnoiCs  game  pursue^ 
Their  fate  oft  makes  the  tale  seem  true* 
.The  sick  or  sullen  hawk,  to-day^ 
Flies  dot ;  to-morrow  quite  away. 
Patience  and  purse  to  cards  and  dice 
Too  oft  are  made  a  sacrifice  : 
The  daughter's  dower,  th'  inheritance 
O*  th'  son,  depend  on  one  mad  chance. 
The  harms  and  mischiefs  which  th'  abuse 
Of  wine  doth  every  day  produce, 
Make  good  the  doctrine  of  the  Turks, 
That  in  cach^rape  a  devil  lurks. 
And  by  yon  &ding  saple^  tree, 
'Bout  which  the  ivy  twinM  you  see, 
His  fate's  foretold,  who  fondly  plac^ 
His  bliss  in  woman^s  soft  embraces. 
All  pleasures  but  the  angler's,  bring 
r  th'  tail  repentance  like  a  sting. 

Then  on  tnese  banks  let  me  sit  down, 
Free  from  the  toilsome  sword  and  gown; 
And  pity  those  that  do  afiect 
To  conquer  nations  and  protect. 
My  reed  afforids  such  true  content, 
Delights  so  sweet  and  innocent, 
As  seldom  fall  unto  the  lot 
Of  scepters,  though  they're  justly  got. 

1649.  Tho.  Weave*,  Mr.  of  Arts. 
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TO  THE 

READERS 

or 

MY  MOST  INGENIOUS  FRIEND'S  BOOK« 

THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER, 


HE  that  both  knew  and  writ  the  Lvoes  of  men, 
Sach  as  were  once,  but  must  not  be  again ; 
Witness  his  matchless  Donne  and  fVotton^  bjr 
Whose  aid  he  could  their  speculations  try : 

lie  that  conversed  with  angels,  such  as  were 
Ouldsworth  *  and  Featly  f ,  each  a  shining  star 
Shewing  the  way  to  Bethlem  ;  each  a  saint, 
Compar'd  to  whom  our  zealots,  now,  but  paint. 

He  that  our  pionsjind  learn'd  Morley  |  knew, 
And  from  nim  suck'd  wit  and  devotion  too. 

Me  that  from  these  such  excellencies  fetch 'd^ 
That  He  could  tell  how  high  and  far  they  reached ; 
What  learning  this,  what  graces  th*  other  had; 
And  in  what  several  dress  each  soul  was  clad. 

Reader,  this  Hcj  this  fisherman,  comes  forth. 
And  in  these  fisher's  weeds  would  shroud  his  worth. 

*  Dr.  Richard  Holdsworth.    See  aa  account  oi  him  in  the  Fmt,  Oxvh. 
$07  i  and  in  Ward's  Lhfe*  rfti*  Gresham  Fnfatwt. 

?Dr.  Daniel  Featlj,  for  whom  tee  4thn.  Qkviu  603. 
Dr.  G«orge  Morif  y,  biihop  of  Winchester. 
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Now  his  mate  harp  is  on  a  willow  hanf. 

With  which  when  finely  touched,  and  fitly  stratify 

He  could  friend's  passions  for  these  times  allay, 

Or  chain  his  fellow  anglers  from  their  prey. 

But  now  the  musick  of  his  pen  is  stilly 

And  he  sits  by  a  brook  watcning  a  quill : 

Where  with  a  fixt  eye,  and  a  ready  hand. 

He  studies  first  to  hook^  and  then  to  land 

Some  Troutj  or  Pearch^  or  Pike ;  and  having  done. 

Sits  on  a  bank,  and  tells  how  this  was  won, — 

And  that  escap'd  his  hook,  which  with  a  wile 

Did  eat  the  bait,  and  fisherman  beguile. 

Thus  whilst  some  yex  they  from  their  lands  are 

thrown, 
He  joys  to  think  the  waters  are  his  own ; 

And  like  the  Dutch,  he  gladly  can  agree 
To  lire  at  peace  now,  and  have  fishing  free. 

Jpril  3,  1650.  Edw.  Powel,  Mr.  of  Arts. 


COMMEMDAtOBT  YEBSES.  l9 


TO  JIT  DKAR  BROTHSR 

MR  IZ,  WALTON, 

ON   HII 

COMPLETE  ANGLER. 


niB  Im>ki«  lo  like  ywu  and  you  like  i<^ 
FoKkaialei8  nirth,  uprasaioiib  ^^cu^^  ^t 
That  I  iKotoBty  ingettwnsly  'tis  true, 
I  low  t&k  with,  art,  wil,  the  book  aiid  JM. 


Bob.  Fhai09f  C. 
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LAUDATORUM  CARMINA. 

CLARISSIHO  AMICISSIMOQUB  FRATRI. 

DOMINO  ISAACO  WALTON. 

ARTIS  PI8CAT0RIJB  PERITISSIMO. 


UNIGUS  est  mediciu  reliquoram  piiicisy  &  igtjs. 
Fas  quibus  est  medicnin  tanffere,  oerta  saiiis. 

Hie  typus  est  salyatoris  mirandus  Jbs  v, 
•  Literamygteriiunquael&ethttjashabet.' 

.  Hnnc  cupio,  hone  cnpias,  bonefirater  anmdinis^ix^; 

t  Solrerit  liic  pro  me  debita^  teque  Deo. 
Piscis  is  est,  &  piscator,  mihi  credito^  qualem 

Yel  piscatorem  piscis  amare  yelit. 

^  'IXM^,  Pi9ei9. 
I  'l«r«ff,  Jemt9, 

t  Mittt  zvii.  S7,  the  Uk  words  of  the  chapter. 

Henrt  BaileTi  Artium  Magister. 


AD  VIRUM  OPTIMUM 

BT 

HSCATOREM  PERITISSIMUM, 

ISAACUM  WALTONUM. 


MAGISTER  artis  docte  piscatorias, 
Waltone,  salve !  magne  dux  arimdinisi 
Seu  tu  jnraiict|L¥alle  solas  ambulas, 
Praete^uentes  interim  observans  aquas, 
Seu  forii  puri  stans  in  amnis  marguiey 
Siye  in  tenaci  gjramine  &  ripft  sedens, 
Fallis  perit&  squameum  peous  manu; 
OtebeiMtuoi!  <j[ui  prociJ  negotiis, 
Forique  Sc  urbis  puivere  &  strepitu  carens, 
Extraque  turbam,  ad  lend  manantes  aquas 
Yacos  nooestft  firaiide  pisoes  decipis. 
JkiicBiimLergqj^TTg^s  moitalium 
Aut  retia  invicem  sibt  8c  technas  struuut| 
Donis,  ut  hamp,  aut  divites  captant  senes, 
Gregi  natafitiini  tu  interim  nectis  dolos. 
Yoracem  inescas  advenam  bamo  luciumy 
Ayidamyi  percam  parvulo  alberno  capis, 
Aut  yerroe  ruffo,  musculft  aut  truttam  leyi, 
Cautnmvi  wprinum,  &  ferd  indocilem  capi 
Calanioque  finoque,  ars  at  hunc  superat  tua, 
Medicamvi  tincam^  gobium  aut  escA  trahis| 
Gratum  pakto  gobium^  paryum  licet, 
Pnedamyd,  nou  leque  salubrem  barbulum^ 
Etsi  ampliorem,  et  mystace  insignem  gravi. 
Hse  sunt  tibi  artes,  dum  annus  &  tempus  sinunt| 
Et  nulla  transit  absaue  lineal  dies. 
Nee  sola  praxis,  sea  tbeoria  &  tibi 
Nota  artis  hujus ;  unde  tu  simul  bonus 
Piscator,  idem  &  scriptor;  &  calami  potens 
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Utriusque  necdum  &  ictus,  &  tamen  sapis. 

Ut  hamiotam  nempe  turonem  instroas! 

Stylo  elegant!  scribis  en  Halieatica 

Oppianos  alter  art  is  &  methodum  tuae,  & 

Praecepta  promis  rite  piscatoria, 

Varias  &  escas  piscium,  indolem  &  genus. 

Nee  tradere  artem  sat  putas  piscariam, 

(Virtutis  est  haec  &  tamen  qnaedam  schola 

Patientiamque  &  temperantiam  docet,) 

Documenta  quin  majora  das,  &  r^ulas 

Sublimioris  artis,  &  perennia 

Monimenta  morem,  vitae  &  exempla  optima,— 

Dam  tu  profundiim  scribis  Hookerum;  &  pium 

Donnufn  ac  disertum;    sanctum  &  Heriertumy 

sacrum 
Yatem ;  bos  videmus  nam  penici\lo  tuo 
GrajAicd,  8c  peritfi,  Isaoe,  depictos  manu. 
Post  fata  factos  hosce  per  te  Virbios  *. 
O  qusB  voluptas  est  legere  in  scriptb  tuis ! 
Sic  tu  libris  nos,  lineis  pisces  capis, 
Musisque  litteris^ue  dum  incumbis,  licet 
Intentus  hamo,  interque  piscandum  studes. 

•  V»Biu8  amoii  BIS  ▼!%,  U  an  epithet  applied  to  Hippolytui,  be- 
cause he  was  by  Diana  rertored  to  life  after  hit  death,  yidk  O^idii 
Met,  lib.  XV.  ▼.  536  \2f  teq,  Hofihianni  LtxicM  UmhersaU,  art,  VIRBIUS. 
In  thii  place  it  is  meant  to  express  that  by  Waltoiis  skill  in  biography, 
those  persons  whose  lives  he  has  written,  are  so  accuratdty  repre 
•ented,  as  that  even  after  their  deaths,  they  are  again,  as  it  were , 
brought  to  life. 


I.AVDATOBVM  OAAXINA.  85 

AUUD  AD 

ISAACUM  WALTONUM, 

VIRUM  &  PISCATOREM  OPTIMUM. 


ISAACE,  Macte  Mc  arte  piscatorifi ; 
Hftc  arte  Petras  principi  censum  dedit; 
Hfic  arte  princeps  nee  retro  multo  prior, 
Tranquilms  ille,  teste  Tranquillo  *^  pater 
Patriae,  solebat  recreare  se  lubens 
Augustas,  hamo  instructus  ac  arundine.  ^ 
TunuDC,  Amice,  proximum  clari  es  dectiii 
Post  Caesarem  hami,  gentis  ac  Halieuticae : 
Eoge  O  professor  artis  haud  ingloriae. 
Doctor  cathedrae,  perlegens  piscariam ! 
Nae  tu  magister,  &  ego  discipulus  tuus, 
'    Nam  candidatum  &  me  ferunt  arundinis, 
Sociom  hftc  in  arte  nobilem  nacti  sumus. 
Quid  amplius,  Waltone,  nam  dici  potest? 
Ipse  hamioia  Dominus  eu  orbis  fait ! 

Jaco.  Dvp.t  D.  D. 

*  L  e.  Smthtum  Trattqmllut. 

f  The  cootractin?  <»  surnames  is  a  faulty  practice :  the  aboire  miffii 
stand  iot  **  Duppa^'^but  unifies  **  Duport**  This  person  was  a  Fellow 
of  TrinitT^CoUm,  Cambridge,  and  Profianor  of  Greek  in  that  UniTer- 
nCT.  His  father,  Jobn^  had  a  band  in  the  translation  of  king  James's  Bible. 
Nler's  Ch,  Hist.aooYi  X.  p.  46.  Dr.  Jamu  Dufort  ¥rrote,  also,  the  Latin 
'Wne^pretttUmi  these ;  and  Doth  copies  are  extant  in  a  -volume  of  LAtin 
Pocooa  by  him,  entitled  M^hm  swbstciv^^  printed  at  Cambridgey  in 
tTo.  1(>76. 
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THE 

COMFILETE  ANGlLEHj 

CONTEMPLATIVE  MAITs  RECREATION. 


PART    I. 


CHAPTER  L 


A  Conference  betwixt  an  Angle^^  a  Hunter^  and  a 
Falconeb;  each  .commending  his  Recreation. 

PISCATOR,  VENATOR,  AUCEPS, 

PiSCATOR* 

•  YOU  are  veil  oTcrtaken,  Gentlemen,  a  good  morning 
to  you  both;  I  have  stretched  my  legs  up  Tottenham 
hill  to  overtake  you,  hoping  Tour  business  may  occa« 
sion  you  towards  Ware,  whither  I  am  going  this  Sne^ 
fresh  May  morning. 

Venator.  Sir,  I  for  my  part  shall  almost  answer 
your  hopes ;  for  my  purpose  is  to  drink  my  morning's 
draught  at  tiie  Thatca'd-house  in  Hodsden,  and  I  think 
not  to  rest  tiQ  I  come  thither,  where  I  have  appointed 
a  friend  or  two  to  meet  me :  but  for^this  gentleman  that 
^ou  see  with  me,  I  know  not  how  &x  he  intends  his 
journey ;  he  came  so  lately  into  my  company,  that  I 
JULYC  wacoely  had  time  to  ask  him  the  qu^ioa» 

f 
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Auceps.  Sir^  I  shall  by  jonr  favour  bear  you  com* 
pany  as  far  as  Theobalds  *,  and  there  leave  you ;  for 
then  I  tarn  up  to  a  friend^s  house,  who  mews  a  Hawk 
for  me,  which  I  now  long  to  see. 

Ven.  Sir,  we  are  all  so  happy  as  to  have  a  fine, 
fresh,  cool  morning,  and  I  hope  we  shall  each  be  the 
happier  in  the  otner^s  company.  And,  Gentlemen, 
that  I  may  not  lose  yours,  I  shall  either  abate,  or  amend 
my  pace  to  enjoy  it ;  knowing  that,  as  the  Italians 
say.  Good  company  in  a  journey  makes  the  way  to 
seem  the  shorter; 

Auc.  It  may  do  so,  Sir,  with  th^  help  of  good 
discourse,  which,  methinks,  we  may  promise  from  you, 
that  both  look  and  speak  so  chearniUy:  and  for  my 
part  I  promise  you,  as  an  myitatiaaAaLtt,  that  I  will 
pe  as  free  and  open-hearted,  as  discretion  will  allow  mo 
to  be  with  straij^ceis^ 

Ven.    And,  Sir,  I  promise  the  like. 

Pise.  I  am  right  glad  to  hear  your  answers ;  and,  in 
confidence  you  speak  the  truth,  I  shall  put  on  a  bold- 
ness to  ask  you.  Sir,  whether  business  or  pleasure  caus- 
ed you  to  be  so  early  up,  and  walk  so  fast ;  for  this 
other  gentleman  hatii  declared  he  is  going  to  see  a 
hawk,  that  a  friend  mews  for  htm. 

Ven.  Sir,  mine  is  a  mixture  of  both,  a  little  busi- 
ness and  more  pleasure ;  for  I  intend  this  day  to  do  all 
my  business,  and  then  bestow  another  day  or  two  in 
hunting  the  Otter,  which  a  friend  that  I  go  to  meet, 
ttlls  me,  is  much  pleasaater  than  an^  other  chace  what^ 
soever ;  howsoever  I  mean  to  try  it ;  for  to-memMV 
morning  we  shall  meet  a  pack  of  Otter-doffs  of  nobb 
Mr.  SmIct's^  upon  AmwelUhillf  who  will  be  thereto 
early,  that  they  intend  to  prevent  the  MB-risio^. 

*  nt$Uidr,  in  the  county  of  Hertford;  m  hnm  ht$k  hj  Jjotd  9vf^ 
kiffh*  and  much  improved  by  his  aoiiy  Robert  £«rl  pf  Mifbnqr;  who 
txcKanged  it  with  King  James  th«  First  lor  Jf^ififU^  Camdi  Brit, 
HKKTroRosRjftx.  See  a)io,  Sir  A.  Wddon's  Comrtmd  Chmr.vfKmg 
yai«f>  51. 

The  park  hae  been  converted  into  &rmi.  The  «mI1  renuina  of 
ThoiaUt  were  demolished  in  1765  by  Mr.  Prescott,  who  leased  out  the 
^e  of  it  to  a  bnilder,  and  erecUid  a  nonse  for  himaelf,  about  a  mile  to  die 
aouth  of  i£.-4t  lanonr  <lia7)  tJM  acal  cf  Sir  O,  W.  IVefoott,  BmU 
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Pise.  Sir,  my  fortune  has  aosweied  my  desires,  and 
my  purpose  is  to  bestow  a  day  or  two  in  helping  to 
dntroy  some  of  those  Tillainous  vermin,  for  I  nate 
them  perfectly,  because  they  love  fish  so  well,  or  ra«* 
ther,  because  they  destroy  so  much ;  indeed  so  mach, 
that  in  my  judgment,  aH  men  that  keep  Otter-dogs^ 
-ought  to  have  pensipns  from  the  King  tp  encourage  iheta 
to  destroy  the  breed  of  these  base  Otters,  they  do  so 
much  mischief. 

Ven.  But  what  say  you  to  the  Foxes  of  the  nation^ 
4f  ould  not  vou  as  willingly  have  them  destroyed  ?  for 
-doubtless  they  do  as  much  mischief  as  Otters  do. 

Pise,  Oh  Sir,  if  they  do,  it  is  not  so  much  to  me 
•and  my  fraternity^  as  those  base  vermin  the  Otters  do.* 

AiHu  Why,  Sir,  I  pray,  of  what  fraternity  are 
.jrout  thatt  ypu  are  so  anery  with  the  poor  Otters  ? 

Pise*  1  am^  Sir,  a  Brother  of  the  Angle,  and  there* 
fan  an  enemy  to  the  Otter :  for  you  are  to  note,  that 
we  Anders  all  love  one  another,  andtherefore  do  I  hate 
the  Otter  both  for  my  own^  and  for  their  sakes  who  are 
of  my  brotherhood. 

Fen.  Andlamaloverof  Hounds;  I  have  followed 
many  a  pack  of  dogs  many  a  mile,  and  heard  many 
merry  Huntsmen  make  sport  and  scoff  at  Anglers* 

jiuc.  An4 1  profess  myself  a  Fdconer,  and  have 
lieard  many  grave*  serious  men  pity  them,  it  is  such  a 
heavy,  contemptible,  dull  recreation. 

Pise.  You  know^  Gentlemea,  it  is  au  easy  thing 
to  scoff  at  any  art  or  recreation ;  a  little  wit  minced 
with  ill-nature,  confidence,  and  malice^  will  do  it ;  but 
though  they  often  venture  boldly,  yet  they  are  often 
x»u|[nt,  even  in  their  own  trftp,  according  to  that  of 
liucuui^  the  fiither  of  the  family  of  Scoffers : 

Iindan,  iieU  skUI'd  la  KofSagt  fhis  hath  writ, 
f  itedy  tiiat's  jour  foUj,  which  yoa  think  jonr  wit : 
Thif  70tt  Tent  oft,  Toid  both  of  wit  and  UtOTt 
Meaoiaf  soothery  when  youndf  joa  jeer. 

If  to  this  you  add  what  Solomon  says  of  Sco£^^ 
ihat  they  are  an  abomination  to  mankind,  let  him  that 
^inks  fit  scoff  on^  and  be  a  Scoffer  still ;  but  1  ac« 

*2 
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count  thfm  enemies  to  me  and  all  that  love  Tirtue  and 
Angling. 

And  for  you  th^t.  hare  heard  man^  gni^^j  sertouf| 
men  pity  Anglers ;  let  tell  me  you,  Sir,  there  be  many 
men  that  are  by  others  taken  to  be  serious  andgrare 
men,  whom  we  contemn  and  pity.  Men  that  are  taken 
to  be  ^ave,  because  nature  hath  made  them  of  a  sour 
complexion ;  money-getting  men,  men  that  spend  all 
their  time,  firrst  in  getting,  and  next,  in  anxious  care 
to  keep  it;  men  that  are  condemned  to  be  rich,  and 
then  always  busy  or  discontented :  for  these  poor  rich- 
men,  we  Anglers  pity  them  perfectly,  and  stand  in  no 
need  to  borrow  tneir  thoughts  to  think  ourselves  so 
happy.  No.  no,  Sir,  we  enjoy  a  contentedness  above 
the  reach  of  such  dispositions,  and  as  the  learned 
and  ingenuous  Montaigne  *  says — ^like  himself,  freely, 
•*  When  ray  Oat  and  1  entertain  each  other  with  mu- 
^'  tual  apish  tricks,  as  playing  with  a  garter,  who 
^'  knows  but  that  1  make  my  Cat  more  sport,  thain  she 
^*  makes  me  ?  Shall  I  conclude  her  to  be  simple,  that 
^<  has  her  time  to  begin  or  refuse  to  play  as  freely  as  I 
**  myself  have  ?  Nay,  who  knows  but  that  it  is  a 
'^  defect  of  my  not  understanding  her  language .  (for 
^^  doubtless  Cats  talk  and  reason  with  one  another) 
^<  that  we  agree  no  better :  and  who  knows  but  that 
^<  she  pities  me  for  being  no  wiser,  than  to  play  with 
'^  her,  and  laughs  and  censures  my  folly,  for  making 
**  sport  for  her,  when  we  two  play  together  ?" 

Thus  freely  speaks  Montaigne  coneerning  Cats,  and 
I  l^ope  I  may  take  as  great  liberty  to  blame  any  man, 
and  laugh  at  him  too,  let  him  be  never  so  ^ave,  that 
hath  not  heard  what  Anglers  can  say  in  the  justification 
of  their  Art  and  Recreation ;  which  I  may  agam  tell 
you,  is  so  full  of  pleasure,  that  we  need  not  borrow 
their  thou^ts,  to  tnink  ourselves  happy. 

Ten.  hir,  you  have  almost  amazecl  me,  for  though 
I  am  no  Scoffer,  yet  I  have,  I  pray  let  me  speak  it 
without  offence,  ahvays  looked  upon  Anglers,  as  more 
patient,  and  more  simple,  men,  than  I  mx  I  shall  fin4 
you  to  be. 


CBAP.  I.      THE  COMPLBTE  ANaLER.  89 

Pise.  Sir,  I  hope  yoa  ^rill  dot  jadge  my  earnest* 
ness  to  be  impatience:  and  for  my  simplicity^  if  by 
that  you  mean  a.  harmlessness^  or  that  simplicity  which 
-was  usually  found  in  the  primitive  Christians,  who 
irere^  as  most  Anglers  are,  quiet  men,  and  followers 
of  peace ;  men  that  were  so  simply  wise,  as  not  to  sell 
their  Consciences  to  buy  riches,  and  with  them  vexa- 
tion and  a  fear  to  die ;  if  you  mean,  such  simple  men 
as  lived  in  those  times  when  there  were  fewer  Lawyers ; 
when  men  might  have  had  a  Lordship  safely  conveyed 
to  them  in  a  piece  of  parchment  no.  bigger  than  your 
hand,  though  several  sheets  will  not  do  it  safely  in  this 
wiser  age ;  1  say,  Sir,  if  you  take  us  Anglers  to  be 
such  simple  men  as  I  have  spoke  of,  then  myself  and 
those  of  my  profession  will  be  glad  to  be  so  understood : 
But  if  by  simplicity  you  meant  to  express  a  general 
defect  in  those  that  profess  and  practise  the  excellent 
Art  of  Angling,  I  hope  in  time  to  disabuse  ^ou,  and 
make  the  contrary  appear  so  evidently,  that  if  you  will 
but  have  patience  to  hear  me,  I  shall  remove  all  the 
anticipations  that  discourse,  or  time,  or  prejudice,  have 
possessed  you  with  against  that  laudaUe  and  ancient 
Art ;  for  1  know  it  is  worthy  the  knowledge  and  prac- 
tice of  a  wise  man. 

But,  Gentlemen,  though  I  be  able  to  do  this,  I  am 
not  so  unmannerly  as  to  engross  aU  the  discourse  to 
aivself;  and  therefore,  you  two  having  declared  your- 
selves, the  one  to  be  a  lover  of  Hawks,  the  other  of 
Hounds,  I  shall  be  most  elad  to  hear  what  you  can  say 
in  the  commendation  of  that  recreation  which  each  of 
you  love  and  practise ;  and  having  heard  what  you  can 
say,  I  shall  be  glad  to  exercise  your  attention  with 
what  I  can  say  concerning  my  own  recreation  and  art 
of  Anglmg,  and  by  this  means,  we  shall  make  the 
way  seem  the  shorter :  and  if  you  like  my  motion,  I 
would  have  Mir.  falconer  to  b^in. 

uiuc.  Your  motion  is  consented  to  with  all  my  heart, 
and  to  testify  it,- 1  will  begin  as  yoa  have  desired  me* 

And  first,  for  the  £lement  that  I  use  to  trade  in^ 
which  is  the  Air,  an  Element  of  more  worth  than 
wdght|  an  Element  that  doubtless  exceeds  both  iha 

w3 
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Earth  and  Water;  for  though  I  soroetimca  deal  iib 
both,  yet  the.  Air  u  most^  properly  mine,  I;  and  m^ 
Hawks  nse  that,  and  it  yields  us  most  recreafikm;  it 
stops  not  the  high  soaring  of  my  noble,  generous  Fal« 
con ;  in  it  she  ascends  ta  such  an  height  as  the  duH 
eyes  of  beasts  and  fish  are  not  able  to  reask  to ;  their 
mdies  are  too  gross  for  such  high  elevations ;  in  the 
Air  my  troops  of  Hawks  soar  up  on  high,  and  whei» 
ther  are  lost  in  the  sight  of  men,  then  thejr  attend  upon 
and  conTerse  with  the  gods ;  therefore  I  think  my  Eufe 
is  so  justly  stikd  Jove's  servant  in  ordinary :  and  that 
very  Falcm.  that  I  am  now  going  to  see,,  deserves  na 
meaner  a  title,  for  she  usually  in  her  flight  endan^rs 
herself,  like  the  son  of  Diedalus^  to  have  her  wmgy 
scorched  by  the  Sun's  heat,  she  flies  so  near  it,  but  hev 
mettle  makes  her  careless  of  danger;  for  then  she  heed» 
nothing,  but  makes  her  nimUe  Pinions  cut  the  fluid 
air,  and  so  makes  her  h^hway  over  the  steepest  moun-^ 
tains  and  deepest  rivers,,  and  in  her  glorious  career  looks* 
with  contempt  upon  those  high  Stoeples  and  magnifi« 
cent  Palaces  which  we  adore  and  wonder  at }  from 
which  height,  I  can  make  her  to  descend  by  a  word 
from  my  mouth  (which  she  both  knows  and  obeys> 
to  aco^t  of  meat  from  my  hand^  to  own  me  for  her 
Master,  to  go  home  with  me,  ana  be  willing  the  next 
day  to  afibm  me  the  like  recreation. 

And  more ;  this  element  of  atr  which  I  profess  to 
trade  in,  the  worth  of  it  is  sudi,  and  it  is  or  such  ne« 
oessity,,  that  no  creature  whatsoever— not  only  those 
numerous  creatures  that  feed  on  the  face  of  the  earth,, 
but  those  various  creatures  that  have  their  dwelling 
within  the  waters,  every  creature  that  hath  life  in  it» 
nostrils,  stands  in  need  of  my  element.  The  waters 
cannot  preserve  the  Fish  without  air,  witness  the  not 
breaking  of  ice  in  an  extreme  frost;  the  reason  is,^  for 
that  if  uie  inspiring  and  expiring  organ  of  any  animal 
be  stopped ,  it  suddenly  y  ielas  to  nature,  and  dies  •  Thus 
necessary  is  air,  to  the  existence,  tx^  of  Fish  Md 
Beasts,  nay,  even  to  Man  himself;  that  air,,  or  breath 
of  life,  with  which  God  at  first  inspired  mankind,  he,, 
if  he  wants  it,  dies  presently,  beccmies  a  sad  object  to 
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idl  that  tored  and  bebeld  hini^  and  ia  aa  instant  tiuni 
to  putrefaction. 

Nay  more,  the  very  birds  of  thaair,  those  that  be  not 
Hawks,  are  both  so  many  and  00  nseful  and  pleasant 
to  mankind,  that  I  mnst  not  let  them  pass  without  some 
observations:  they  boCh  feed  and  refresh  hinT;  feed 
him  with  their  choice  bodies,  and  refresh  him  with' 
their  heavenly  voices  *:--*I  will  not  undertake  to  men- 
tion the  several  kinds  of  Fowl  by  which  this  is  done  s— 
and  his  curious  pabtte  pleased  hj  day,  and  which  with 
their  very  eatcrements  afford  him  a  soft  lodging  at 
n^ht  :-^These  I  will  pass  by,  but  not  those  little  nimUa 
Mfosicians  of  the  air,  that  warble  forth  their  curious 
ditties,  with  which  nature  hath  furnished  them  to  the 
shame  of  art. 

As  fimt  the  Lark,  when  she  means  to  rejoice ;  to 
diear  helrself  and  (hose that  hear  her;  she  then  quits  the 
earth,  and  sings  as  she  ascends  higher  into  the  air,  and 
having  ended  her  heavenly  employment,  grows  then 
mu(Q  and  sad,  to  think  she  mnst  descend  to  the  dull 
earth,  which  she  would  not  touch,  but  for  necessity. 

How  do  the  Blackbird  and  Tbrassel  with  their  me- 
lodious voices  bid  welcome  to  the  chearful  Spring,  and 
in  their  fixed  months  warble  forth  such  ditties  9A  no 
art  or  instrument  can  reach  to  I 

Nay,  the  smaller  Inrds  also  do  the  like  in  their  par« 
ticular  seasons,  as  namely  the  Leverock,  the  Tit-lark, 
the  little  Linnet,  and  the  honest  Robin  that  loves  man- 
kind both  alive  and  dead. 

But  the  INightingi^,  another  of  my  airy  creatures, 
breathes  such  sweet  loud  musick  out  of  her  little  in- 
strumental throat,  that  it  might  make  mankind  to 
think  mirades  are  not  ceased.  He  that  at  midnight, 
when  the  very  labourer  sleeps  securely,  should  hear,  as 

*To  Aete  particulart,  mxt  be  adiled.  That  the  Kings  of  Persia  were 
wtmt  to  hawk  after  Butterflies  with  Sparrows  and  Sures,  or  StarHnst, 
tnined  for  the  purpose.  Burton  en  Melaatholy^  1661.  P.  968,  from  tk 
nktions  of  Sir  Anthony  Shirley.  And  vve  are  also  told.  That  M  de 
Lnyntt  (afterwards  Prime  Minister  of  France,)  in  the  nonage  of  Lewis 
XIII.  gained  much  upon  him  by  making  Hawks  catch  Uttk  Birds,  knd'l^ 
suking  some  of  thoie  little  Bix^ls,  again  catch  Butterflies. 

tffi  c/  L^rd  S4>r*trt  ^  C^rbury,  p.  134. 
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I  haveverj  often,  tKe  clear  aiiti^  the  street  descants,  tbe 
natural  rising  and  failine,  the  doubling  and  redoublii^ 
of  her  Toice,  might  well  be  lifted  above  earth,  and  saj^ 
Lord,  what  mustck  hast  thou  provided  for  the  Saints 
in  Heaven,  when  thou  affordest  bad  men  such  musid& 
M  Earth! 

And  this  makes  me  the  less  to  wonder  at  Ihe  man^ 
Aviaries  in  Italy,  or  at  the  great  charge  of  Varro  his 
Aviarie,  the  ruins  of  which  are  yet  to  bi  seen  in  EomCf 
and  is  still  so  famous  there,  that  it  is  reckoned  for  one 
of  those  notables  which  men  of  foreign  nations  dther 
record,  or  lay  up  in  their  memories  when  they  return 
from  travel. 

This  for  the  birds  of  pleasure,  of  which  very  much 
more  might  be  said*  My  next  shall  be  of.  birds  of  po* 
litical  use;  I  think  'tis  not  to  be  doubted  that  Swallows 
have  been  taught  to  carry  letters  between  two  armies* 
But  'tis  certain  that  when  the  Turks  besi^ed  Malta  or 
Rhodes,  I  now  remember  not  which  it  was^  Piffeons  ar« 
*  Ihen  rehited  to  carry  and  recarry  letters  &  And  Mr.  G. 
Sandys  *,  tn  his  Travels^  relate  it  to  be  done  betwixt 
Aleppo  and  Babylon.  But  if  that  be  disbelieved,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Dove  waa  sent  out  of  the  ark 
by  Noah,  to  give  him  notice  of  lanid,  when  to  him  all 
appeared  to  be  sea>  and  the  Dove  proved  a  faithful  and 
comfortable  messenger.  And  for  the  sacrifices  of  the 
law,  a  pair  of  Turtle-doves,  or  youn^Pigeons^  were  as 
well  accepted  as  costly  Bulls  and  mms.  And  when 
God  would  feed  the  Prophet  Elijah,  I  Kin.  17.  6. 
after  a  kind  of  miraculous  manner,  he  did  it  by  Ra- 
vens, who  brought  him  meat  morning  and  eveninff^ 
Xastiy,  the  Holy  Ghost,  when  he  descended  visibly 
upon  our  Saviour,  did  it  by  assuming  the  shape  of  a 
Dovef.    And,  to  conclude  this  part  of  my  discourse,^ 

*  Mr.  Oeoipge  Sandys,  a  very  pious,  learacd,  and  accompliahed  gen- 
tleman, was  the  youngest  son  of  Dr.  £dwin  Sandys,  Abp.  ot  York.  He 
published  his  Travels  to  tbt  Holy  Land,  MgypU  and  elsewhere,  in  folio, 
1615;  and  made  an  excellent  Paraphrase  on  the  Psalm,  CantkUs,  and 
BaUsiastes,  in  verse;  and  also  translated  Ovid's  Metataorpbpsu,  He  was 
one  of  the  best  versifiers  of  that  age,  and  died  in  1642. 

f  Does  not  Walton  here  mistake  the  sense  of  two  passages  in  Scriptni^, 
Tit«  Matt,  S.  16.  and  Lvkt  S.  23.  in  whi«h  the  baptian  of  our  Lord  ti^ 
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pray  remember  titese  wonders  were  done  by  birds  of 
the  air,  the  element  in  which  they^  and  I,  take  so  much 
pleasure. 

There  is  also  a  little  contemptible  win;^  Creature, 
an  inhabitant  of  my  aerial  element,  namely,  the  labo* 
riotts  Bee,  of  whose  Prudence,  Policy,  and  regular  Go* 
yernmcnt  of  their  own  commonwealth,  .  I  might  say 
much,  as  also  of  their  several  kinds,  and  how  useful 
their  honey  and  wax  is  both  for  meat  and  medicines  to 
mankind* ;  but  I  will  leave  them  to  their  sweet  la- 
bour, without  the  least  disturbance,  believing  them  to 
be  all  very  busy  at  this  very  time  amongst  the  herbs 
and  flowers  that  we  see  nature  puts  forth  this  Majf 
morning. 

And  now  to  return  to  my  Hawks,  from  whom  I  have 
made  too  long  a  digression ;  you  are  to  note,  that  they 
are  usually  distinguished  into  two  kinds ;  namely,  the 
'ong-winged,  and  the  short- winged  Hawk  :  of  tne  first 
kind,  there  be  chiefly  in  use  amongst  us  in  this  nation^ 

The  Gerfalcon  and  Jerkin, 

The  Falcon  and  Tassel-gentel, 

The  IjaB^  and  Laneret, 

The  Bockerel  and  Bockeret, 

The  Saker  (tnd  Sacaret, 

The  Merlin  and  Jack  Merlin, 

The  Hobb^  and  Jack : 
There  is  the  Stelletto  ot  Spain, 

The  Blood-red  Rook  from  Turkey, 

The  Waskite  from  Virginia : 
And  there  is  of  short«winged  Hawks, 

The  Eagle  and  Iron, 

The  Goshawk  and  Tarcel, 

The  Sparfaawkand  Musket, 

The  French  Pye  of  two  sorts : 

fdated  ?  The  meaning  of  both  is,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  descended,  as  a 
Dove  UMS  to  descend  upon  any  thine,  hovering  and  overshadowing  it* 
Vide  Whitby  on  Luh  3.  22.  Dr.  Hammond  on  the  passage^  and  Bp. 
Taylor's  Ditetor  DtthHamtwm,  S54. 

•  See  the  Ftminiin  JdQnarthji  •r  HUt9ry  of  Stest  by  Charles  Biitler» 
4tO.  16S4. 
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These  are  reckoned  Hawks  of  note  and  worth,  bvi 

we  hate  also  of  an  inferior  rank. 

The  Stanyel,  the  Ringtoil, 

The  RaYen,  the  Batsard, 

The  forked  Kite,  the  Bald  Bomrd, 

The  Hen-drirer,  and  others  that  I  forbear 

to  name*. 

Gentlemen,  if  I  should  enlarge  my  discourse  to  the 
observations  of  the  Eires,  theBrancheri  the  Ramijdi 
Hawk,  the  Haggard,  and  the  two  sorts  of  Lentners^ 
and  then  treat  of  their  several  Ajries,  their  Mewinj^, 
rare  order  of  casting  and  the  renovation  dT  their  fes^ 
thers :  their  reclaimmg,  dieting,  and  then  come  totl^ir 
rare  storks  of  practice;  Z  say,  if  I  shoold  entet  into 
these,  and  many  other  observations  that  I  conhl  make^ 
it  would  be  much,  very  much  pleasure  to  me ;  but  lest 
I  should  break  the  rules  of  civility  with  you,  by  taking 
U]^  more  than  the  proportion  of  time  allotted  to  me,  1 
will  here  break  off,  and  intreat  you,  Mr.  Venaior,  to 
say  what  you  are  able  in  the  commendation  of  Hunt- 
ing, to  which  you  are  so  much  a^oted;  and  if 
time  will  serve,  I  will  beg  your  fkvourfor  a  further  en- 
largement of  some  of  those  several  heads  of  which  I 
have  spoken.    But  no  more  at  present. 

Fen.  Well,  Sir,  and  I  will  now  tak€  my  turn,  and 
will  first  begin  witfi  a  commendation  of  the  Eartfi,  as 
vou  have  done  most  excellently  of  the  Air ;  the  Earth, 
beinff  that  element  upon  which  I  drive  my  pleasant, 
wholesome,  hungry  trade.  The  Earth  is  a  solid,  set- 
tled dement;  an  element  most  universally  beneficial 
both  to  man  and  beast ;  to  mm  who  hav^  their  several 
recreations  upon  it,  as  hofse-raoes,  hunting,  sweet 
smelk,  pleasant  walks:  the  eaith  feeds  man,  and  all 
those  several  beasts  that  both  feed  him,  and  afford  him 
recreation.  What  pleasure  doth  man  take  in  hunting 
the  stately  Staf,  the  generous  Buck,  the  Wild  Boar, 
the  cunning  Otter,  the  crafty  Fox.  and  the  fearful 
Hare !  And  if  I  may  descend  to  a  lower  game,  what 

*  SeeTurberriOe,  Latham,  and  MaiUiam,  m  Fmktnrf, 
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pleasure  is  it  sometimes  with  gins  to  betray  the  ver^ 
▼ennin  of  ihe  earth  t  as  namely,  the  Fichaty  the  Full* 
mart*,  the  Ferret,  the  Pole-cat,  the  Moiildwarp,  and 
tiie  like  creatnres  that  lire  upon  the  face  and  within 
tte  bowels  of  Uie  earth.  How  doth  the  earth  brine 
forth  herbs,  flowers  and  fruits,  both  for  physick  and 
ihe  pleasure  of  mankind !  and  above  all,  to  me  at  least, 
Ihe  fraitfiil  Yine^  of  which  when  I  drink  modierately,  it 
cleEtrs  my  brain,  chears  my  heart,  and  sharpens  my 
Wit.  How  eoidd  Cleopatra  hare  feasted  Mark  Antony 
with  eight  Wild  Boars  roasted  whole  at  one  supper, 
ttud  otMr  meat  suitable,  if  Uie  earth  had  not  been  a 
bountiinl  mother?  But  to  pass  by  the  mighty  Ele* 
^ant,  which  the  earth  breeds  and  nourisheth,  and  de» 
scend  to  the  least  of  creatures,  how  doth  the  earth  a& 
ford  us  a  doctrinal  example  in  the  little  Pismire,  who 
in  the.  summer  provides  and  lays  up  her  winter  pro* 
Ttsion,  and  teaches  man  to  do  the  like  t !  The  earth 
Cseds  and  carries  those  horses  that  carry  us.  If  I 
would  be  prodigal  of  my  time  and  your  patience,  whaft» 
might,  not  I  say  in  commendation  of  the  earth?  Thai* 
puts  limits  to  the  proud  and  raging  sea,-*«nd  by  that 
means  preserves  both  man  and  b^t,  that  it  destroys 
Ihem  not,  as  we  see  it  daily  doth  those  that  venture 
upon  the  sea,  and  are  there  shipwrecked,  drowned,  and. 
left  to  feed  Haddocks ;  when  we  that  are  so  wise  as  to 
keep  ourselves  on  earth,  walk  and  talk,  and  live,  and 
eat,  and  drink,  and  go  a  hunting  t  of  which  recreation 
I  will  sav  a  little,  and  then  leave  Mr.  Piscator  to  the 
^mmendation  of  Angling. 

*  Dr.  Maimer,  in  bis  EtynuteptM  Limguit  AngUcati^y  Lond.  fol.  1671, 
«Mr  '^Fmiimartt'*  gi^et  at  to  WK&rsta&dytLat  this  word  it  f^M  mtamuiquam^ 
mri  M  likro  the  «Com|»Iete  Angler"  dicfo  uturriu  Upon  which  it  may 
be  obtenred,  that  Dame  Juliana  Bamet,  in  her  Book  of  Hunt'mgj  rankt  the 
Fulmarde  amone  the  heattt  of  chace;  and  that  both  in  the  DUthnary  of 
Dr.  Adam  JuitUeton,  and  that  of  PhiUip^  entitled  the  Wwld  of  fVorJi^ 
it  occun^  the  firtt  renders  it  Frntorm*,  mvi  Fonticusi  the  latter  a  kind 
of  FoUcgt.  In  Junius  it  it  FuHwur^  and  said  to  be  idem  quod  Polecat;  but 
in  thit  interpreution  they  teem  all  to  be  mistaken,  for  V^altbn  here 
aentiona  die  Polecat  by  name,  at  does  also  Dame  Juliana  Barnes  in  her 
book. 

f  See  a  very  curious  and  entertaining  account  of  the  iiadustry  and 
tagadty  of  this  littk  insect  in  the  QtmrdUtn^  Ifo,  156. 
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HuDttng  is  a  game  for  princes  and  noble  pei^ons ;  it 
hath  been  highly  prized  in  all  ages ;  it  was  one  of  the 

aualifications  that  Xenophon  bestowed  on  his  Cyrusi 
lat  he  was  a  hunter  of  wild  beasts.  Hunting  trains 
up  the  younger  nobility  to  the  use  of  manly  exercises  in 
their  riper  age.  What  more  manly  exercise  than 
huntinff  the  Wild  Boar,  the  Stag,  the  Buck,  tbeTox, 
or  the  Hare  ?  How  doth  it  preserve  health,  and  increase 
atrength  and  activity ! 

And  for  (he  dogs  that  we  use,  who  can  commend 
their  excellency  to  that  height  which  they  deserve? 
How  perfect  is  the  hound  at  smelling,  who  never  leaves 
or  forsakes  his  first  scent,  but  follows  it  through  so 
many  changes  and  varieties  of  other  scents,  even  over, 
and  in,  the  water,  and  into  the  earth !  What  musick 
doth  a  pack  of  dogs  then  make  to  any  man,  whose 
Jieart  and  ears  are  so  happy  as  to  be  set  to  the  tune  of 
such  instruments!  How  will  a  right  Greyhound  fix  hig 
eye  on  the  best  Buck  in  a  herd,  single  him  out,  and 
follow  him,  and  him  only,  through  "a  whole  herd  of 
rascal  game,  and  still  know  and  then  kill  him !  For 
my  hounds, — 1  know  the  language  of  them,  and  they 
know  the  language  and  meaning  of  one  another,  as 
perfectly  as  we  know  the  voices  of  those  with  whom  we 
discourse  daily. 

I  might  enlarge  myself  in  the  commendation  of  Hunt* 
ing,  and  of  the  noble  Hoif nd  especially,  as  also  of  the 
docibleness  of  dogs  in  general ;  and  I  might  make 
many  observations  of  land-creatures,  that  for  compo* 
sition,  order,  figure,  and  constitution,  approach  nearest 
to  tbe  completeness  and  understanding  of  man ;  espe* 
cially  of  those  creatures,  which  Moses  in  the  Law  per* 
mitted  to  the  Jews,  which  have  cloven  hoofs,  and  chew 
the  cud ;  which  I  shall  forbear  to  name,  because  I  will 
not  be  so  uncivil  to  Mr.  Piscatory  as  not  to  allow  him 
a  time  for  the  commendation  of  Angling,  which  he  calls 
fm  art;  but  doubtless  it  is  an  easy  one:. and  Mr.  Au» 
cevsy  I  doubt  we  shall  hear  a  watery  discourse  of  it,  but 
I  nope  it  will  not  be  a  long  one. 

Jluc.  And  I  hope  so  too,  though  I  fear  it  will. 

jPisc.  Gentlemen^  let  not  prejudice  prepossess  you. 
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I  confess  my  discourse  is  like  to  prove  suitable  to  my 

recreation,  calm  and  quiet ;  we  seldom  take  thejy^e 

of  God  into  our  moutbs,  bat  it  is  either  to  praise  him, 

or  to  pray  to  him ;  if  others  use  it  vainly  in  tiie  midst  of 

their  recreations,  so  vainly  as  if  they  meant  to  conjure, 

1  must  tell  you,  it  is  neither  our  fault  or  our  custom  | 

"we  protest  against  it.    But,  pray  remember  I  accuse 

nobody ;  for  as  I  would  not  make  a  watery  discourse, 

so   I  would  not   put  too  much  vinegar  into  it;   nor 

would  I  raise  the  reputation  of  my  own  art,  4>y  the  di* 

minution  or  ruin  of  another's*.     And  so  much  for 

the  prologue  to  what  I  mean  to  say. 

And  now  for  the  Water,  the  element  that  I  trade  in. 
The  water  is  (he  eldest  dauj^hter  of  the  creation,  the 
element  upon  which  the  Spirit  of  God  did  first  move, 
the  element  which  God  commanded  to  bring  foc^h  liv- 
ing creatures  abundantly;  and  without  which,  thost 
that  inhabit  the.  land,  even  all  creatures  that  have 
breath  in  their  nostrils,  must  suddenly  return  to  putre* 
Action.  Moses,  the  great  lawgiver  and  chief  philo* 
sopher,  skilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians, 
who  was  called  the  friend  of  God,  and  knew  tne  mind 
of  the  Almighty,  Aames  this  element  the  first  in  the 
creation  :  this  is  the  element  upon  which  the  Spirit  of 
^  God  did  first  move,  and  is  the  chief  ingredient  in  the 
creation :  many  philosophers  have  made  it  to  com« 
prehend  all  the  other  elements,  and  most  allow  it  the 
chiefest  iii  the  mixtion  of  all  living  creatures. 

There  be  that  profess  to  believe  that  all  bodies  are 
made  of  water,  and  may  be  reduced  back  again  Id 
water  only :  they  endeavour  to  demonstrate  it  thus ; 

Take  a  willow,  or  any  like  speedv-growing  plant, 
newly  rooted  in  a  box  or  barrel  full  of  earth  weigh 
them  all  together  exactly  when  the  trees  b^n  tp 
^row,  and  then  weigh  them  all  together  after  the  tree 
IS  increased  from  its  first  rooting,  to  weigh  an  hun- 
dred pound  weight  more  than  when  it  was  first  rooted 
and  weighed ;  and  you  shall  find  this  augment  of  the 

*  A  handjome  reproof  of  Vtnaiw  for  the  ftfcasQ  at  the  end  of  his 
Aicourfe,  an4  of  Austpt  for  adopting  it. 
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tree  to  be  without  tbe  dbsiiration  of  one  drachm  wciglit 
of  the  earth.  Uenoe  they  infer  this  increase  of 
ivood,  to  be  from  vater  or  rain,  or  from  dew,  and 
jioi  to  be  from  any  other  element*  And  thcj  affirm, 
they  can  reduce  this  wood  back  again  to  water;  and 
tbey  affirm  also,  tiie  same  may  be  done  in  an^  ani« 
mal  or  vegetable.  And  this  I  take  to  be  a  fair  tes- 
timony of  the  exceUency  of  my  element  of  water. 

The  water  k  more  productive  than  the  earth .  Nay^ 
the  earth  hath  no  fruitfulness  without  showers  or  dews ; 
for  all  the  herbs,  and  flowers^  and  fruits,  f  re  broduced 
and  thrive  bv  the  water  |  and  the  very  minerals  are  fed 
by  stireams  tnat  run  under  ground^  whose  natural  course 
carries  them  to  the  tops  of  many  hi^h  mountains,  as  we 
9ts  by  several  springs  breaking  forth  on  the  tops  of  the 
highest  hills ;  and  this  is  ate)  witnessed  bjr  the  daily 
Irial  ai^l  testimony  of  several  miners. 

Nav,  the  increase  of  those  creatures  that  are  bred 
and  ttd  in  the  water,  are  not  only  more  and  more 
miraculous,  but  more  advantageous  to  man,  not  only 
for  the  lengthening  of  his  life,  but  for  preventing 
f>f  sickness ;  for  it  is  observed  by  the  most  learned 
physiciahs,  that  the  casting  off  of  tient,  and  otlier  fish- 
days,  which  hath  not  only  given  the  lie  to  so  manv 
learned,  pious,  wise  founders  of  colleges,  for  which 
we  shoula  be  ashamed,  has  doubtless  been  the  chief 
cause  of  those  many  putrid,  shaking,  intermitting 
agues,  unto  which  this  nation  of  ours  is  now  more 
subject,  than  those  wiser  countries  that  feed  on 
lierfas,  sallets,  and  plenty  of  fish;  of  which  it  is 
observed  in  story,  that  the  greatest  pi^  of  the  world 
liow  do.  And  it  may  be  fit  (o  remember  thai 
Moses,  Xcv.  IK  9.  DeuL  14«  9.  appointed  fish  to  be 
ihe  cluef  diet  for  the  best  commonwealth  that  ever  yet 
was. 

And  it  is  observable,  not  only  that  there  are  fish, 
fts  namely  the  Whale,  three  times  as  big  as  the  mighty 
Elenhant,  that  is  so  fierce  in  battle,  but  that  the 
migntiest  feasts  have  been  of  fish.  The  Romans,  in 
the  height  fit  their  glory,  have  mode  fish  the  mistress 
of  all  theijr  entertammcnts ;   they  have  had  musick 
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to  Qdker  in  Aeir  Stargeonsy  LunpreyBi  and  Mallets, 
tvhich  they  would  purchase  at  rates,  rather  to  be 
wondered  at  than  belieYed.  He  that  shall  view  the 
writings  of  Bfacrolnus*  orVarrot,  may  be  confirmed  ' 
and  informed  of  this,  and  of  the  incredible  value  of 
their  fish  and  fish-ponds. 

But,  Gentlemen,  I  have  almost  lost  myself,  which 
I  confess  I  may  easily  do  in  this  philosophical  dis- 
course; I  met  with  most  of  it  very  lately,  and,  I 
hope,  happily,  in  a  conference  with  a  most  learned 
bhysician.  Dr.  Wharton  t,  a  dear  friend,  that  loves 
both  me  and  my  art  of  angling.  But  however,  I 
will  wade  no  deeper  in  these  mysterious  arguments, 
but  pass  to  such  observations  as  I  can  manage  with 
moie  pleasure,  and  less  fear  of  running  into  error. 
But  I  must  not  yet  forsake  the  waters,  by  whose  help 
we  have  so  many  advantaffes. 

And  first,  to  pass  by  the  miraculous  cures  of  our 
known  baths,  how  advantageous  is  the  sea  for  ouc 
daUy  trafficfc,  without  which  we  could  not  now  subsist! 
How  does  it  not  only  furnish  us  with  food  and  physick 
for  the  bodies,  but  with  such  observations  for  the  mind 
as  ingenious  persons  would  not  want  I 

How  ignorant  had  we  been  of  the  beauty  of  Flo- 
rence, of  the  monuments,  urns,  and  rarities  that  yet 
remain  in,  and  near  unto  old  and  new  Rome,  so  many 
as  it  is  said  will  take  up  a  year's  time  to  view, 
and  affi>rd  to  each  of  them  but  a  convenient  consider- 
ation!  And  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  so  learned  and  devout  a  father  as  St.  Jerome, 
after  his  wish  to  have  seen  Christ  in  the  Fleshy  and 

*  AureHot  Macrobius,  a  learned  writer  of  the  fourth  century;  he 
WBt  chamberlain  to  the  Emneror  Theodonns.  Fabricius  makes  it  a 
foestion  whether  he  was  a  Corisdan  or  a  Pagan«  His  works  are, 
A  ComwumUtry  m  tbt  Smuumm  8a f torn*  of  Cicer»t  in  two  books;  and 
Sahtrmalia  Comwtfiaf  in  StffetL  Besides  these,  he  was  the  Author  of  many, 
which  are  lost 

f  Marcus  Tereotins  Varroy  a  most  learned  Roman,  contemporarj 
with  Cicero,  and  author,  as  it  is  said,  of  Jiear  five  hundred  volumes  • 
{le  b  one  <^  the  best  writers  on  agriculture. 

f  Dr.  Thomas  Wharton«  an  eminent  physician  and  excellent  anato- 
aust,  and  Grtsbam  professor  of  physick.  He  lived  in  Aldersgate-ttrect, 
LoodoD*  and  died  1673*    Mhtn.  Omum.  522. 
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to  have  heard  St.  Paul  preachy  makes  his  third 
wish,  to  have  seen  Borne  in  Iter  glory ;  and  that 
glorj  is  not  yet  all  lost,  for  "what  pleluure  is  it  to 
see  the  momiments  of  Livy,  the  choicest  of  the  his- 
torians ;  of  TuUy,  the  best  of  orators ;  and  to  see 
the  bay-trees  that  now  grow  out  of  the  very  tomb 
of  Virgil !  These,  to  any  that  love  learning,  must  be 
pleasini^.  But  what  pleasure  is  it  to  a  devoat  Christian, 
to  see  there  the  hiitnble  house  in  which  St.  Paul  was 
content  to  dwell,  and  to  view  the  many .  rich  statues 
that  are  made  in  honour  of  his  memory!  nav,  to 
see.  the  very  pface  in  which  St.  Peter  *  and  he  lie 
bmried  together  1  These  are  in  and  near  Rome.  And 
how  much  more  doth  it  please  the  pious  curiosity 
•f  a  Christian,  to  see  that  place  on  which  the  blessed 
Saviour  of  the  world  was  pleased  to  humble  himself, 
and  to  take  our  nature  upon  him,  and  to  converse  with 
men  t  and  to  see  mount  Sion,  Jerusalem,  and  the  very 
,  sepulchre  of  our  Lord  Jesus!  How  niav  it  beget  and 
heighten  the  zeal  of  a  Christian,  to  see  the  devotions  that 
are  daily  paid  to  him  at  that  place !  Gentlemen,  lest  I 
^NTget  myself,  I  will  stop  here,  and  remember  you,  that 
but  for  my  element  of  water,  the  inhabitants  of  this  poor 
island  most  remain  ignorant  that  such  things  ever  w«re, 
<Nr  that  any  of  them  have  yet  a  being. 

*  The  Protettants  deny,  not  only  that  St.  Peter  liet  buried  io  tho 
ya^cao»  as  the  Romish  writers  assert,  but  that  he  erer  was  at 
Rome.  See  the  H'utoria  Apostolica  of  Lud.  Capella»— The  sense  of  the 
Protestanu  on  this  point  is  expressed  in  the  followine  epigram,  aUnding 
to  the  pneaomen  of  Peter,  **  Simon/'  and  to  the  amooy  practised  ii| 
ibatcityt 
I 

An  Peirmfnent  Jtom4i  sub  jpdice  lit  ett^ 
^  Simonem  Roma  nemo  fi|isse  negat. 

Many  that  >«  Ph^  ne'er  saw  JSmst"  dedare. 
Bat  all  must  own  that  Stmon  hath  been  there. 

or  which  that  may  be  obsenred  which  I  have  heard  said  of  libels;  **  the 
mofe  true  the  moreproToking;"  and  this  the  author,  John  Owen,  the 
fiuDOQs  epigrammatist,  found  to  his  cost ;  for  his  uncte,  a  Papist,  was  so  ' 
stung  by  these  lines,  that,  in  revenge,  lie  disinherited  htm,  and  doomed 
him  to  extreme  poverty  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Atbtn*  Oxwt,  VoL  I. 
471.  The  RonCanista  nave  also  taken  their  revenge  oft  the  book  tha); , 
fontaini  thraii  by  inserting  it  in  their  Iiuffm  JUtcpurgatgriw,    Ibi4«  ^ 
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G^ifafca,  I  might  both  eiil«rge  and  loie  myMlf  iic 
sack  fike  arauflients ;  I  might  teU  yoa  that  Almighty 
God,  M  inid  to  have  spohm  to  a  fishi  but  never  tp  a 
Aeasti  that  he  hath  madea  whale  a  ship,  to  carry  ^nd 
■at  his.profAct,  Jomb^  safe  on  the  appointed  shore* 
Of  thcKf  I  mi^ht  speak,  but  I  must  ia  manners  break 
atf'^  for  I  aee  Thtobmldg  house*  I  cry  you  mercy  for  be« 
mg  M"  hnvg)  and  thank  you  for  yonr  patience. 

uime*  Sr,  my  pardon  is  easily  granted  you:  Ioe*^ 
ceptagainst  nothing  that  jrou  have  said ;  nevertheless^  I 
■nist  part  with  you  at  this  park-wall,  for  which  I  am 
very  sorry;  but  I  assure  you,  Mr.  Piscaior^  I  now 
pait  with  yo«  fall  of  good  thouchts,  not  only  of  your* 
self,  but  your  recienCion.  And  so,  Gentlemen^  God 
keep  you  bath, 

.  Pite.  WeH^  new,  Mr.  FeMtfor,  jou  shaH  neithor 
vavt  thne,  aor  ms^  attention  to^  hear  you  enhirge  your 
discourse  conoemuig  hunting. 

Ven.  Not  I,  Sir :  I  remember  you  said  that  angling 
itaslf  was  of  gnat  antiqaityy  and  a  perfect  art,  aira  an 
art  not  eas^  attained  to ;  and  you  nave  so  won  upon 
ine  ia  your  former  discourse,  that  I  am  very  desirous 
4>  hear  what  you  can  say  further  concerning  those 
pM^ticttlan. 

Pi$t.  Sir,  I  did  say  so:  and  I  doubt  not  but  if  you 
and  I  did  convene  together  bat  a  f^sw  hours,  to  leave 

SNi  possessed  with  the  same  high  and  happy  thoughts 
at  now  possess  me  of  it ;  not  only  of  the  antiquity 
of  angling,  but  that  it  deserves  commendations ;  and 
timt  it  b  an  art,  and  an  art  wmlhy  the  knowledge  and 
practice  of  a  wise  man. 

Fen.  Pray^  Sir,  3peak  of  them  what  vou  think  fit, 
fir  we  have  yet  five  miles  to  the  Tbatch'd-house ;  dur< 
in^  which  walk,  I  dare  promise  you,  my  patience  and 
dilieent  attention  shall  not  be  wanting.  And  if  vou 
skall  make  Ibat  to  appear  which  you  have  undertaken^ 
first,  that  it  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worth  the  learnii^,  t 
fli^U  hsg  that  I  may  attend  you  a  day  or  two  apfishing, 
and  thai  I  nmv  become  your  scholar,  and  be  instructed 
In  thefvtitseli  which  yon  somudi  magnify. 

t^sc.   Oy  Sir,  doubt  not  but  that  angling  is  an  art ;  is 
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it  not  an  art  to  deceive  a  Troat  with  an  artificial  Fly  ? 
a  Trout !  that  is  more  sharp^ighted  than  any  Hawk- 
you  have  named,  and  more  watchful  and  timorous 
than  your  high-mettled  Merlin  is  bold  *  ?  and  yet»  I 
doubt  not  to  catch  a  brace  or  two  to-morrow,  fbr  a' 
friend's  breakfast :  doubt  not,  therefore,  Sir,  Init  that 
angling  is  an  art,  and  an  art  worth  your  learning.  The 
question  is  rather,  whether  you  be  capable  of  learning 
it  ?  for  angling  is  somewhat  like  poetry,  men  are  to  te 
bom  so;  1  jT»r--  with  inclinations  to  it,  though  both 
may  be  h'  '  .tened  by  discourse  and  practice ;  but  he 
that  hopes  to  be  a  good  angler,  must  not  only  bring  an 
inquiring,  searchii^,  observing  wit,  but  he  must  bring 
a  large  measure  of  hope  and  patience,^  and  a  love  and 
propensity  to  the  art  itself  f ;  but  having  once  got  and 
practised  it,  then  doubt  nqi  but  angling  will  {urove  to 
be  so  pleasant,  that  it  will  prove  to  be,  like  virtue,  a 
reward  to  itself. 

*  This  is  a  mistake:  it  was  Auee^i  and  sot  Vemaiw^  that  named  the 
Hawks :  and  Aueep*  had  before  taken  his  leave  of  these  his  companions. 

f  Markham,  in  his  Country  CotdentmenU^  has  a  whole  chapter  on  the 
subject  of  the  AngUr^t  Affare^  and  imnuard  qualities ;  some  of^whidi  are, 
**  That  he  be  a  general  schohr,  and  seen  in  all  the  liberal  sciences ;  as  a 
*^  grammarian^  to  know  how  to  write,  or  discourse,  of  his  art  in  true 
**  and  fitting  terms.  He  should^"  says  he,  '•  have  siveetnesi  of  s^ecb^  to 
**  entice  others  to  delight  in  an  exercise  so  much  laudable.  He  should 
**  have  strength  of  argument ^  to  defend  and  maintain  his  profession  against 
^  enrf  and  slander?'  Tkou  seest«  reader,  how  easily  the  author  haa 
dispatchad  Grammar f.  JRhetoritf  and  Lejgicf  three  of  the  liberal  sciences; 
and  his  reasons  are  not  a  whit  less  convincing^  with  respect  to  the  other 
four. 

A  man  would  think,  now,  that  with  proper  baits,  good  tackle  in  hit 
pannier,  and  so  much  science  in  his  head,  our  aneler  would  sund  a  prett]f 
good  chance  to  catch  fish ;  but,  alas!  those  are  little  to  the  purpose,  without 
3ie  christian  virtues  of  faitB,  itope  and  ehari^  g  and  unless  two  at  least  of 
the  eardinai  virtne*  can  be  persuaded  to  go  a-&hing,  the  angler  may  as  well 
stay  at  home :  for  hear  what  Mr.  Mancham  says  as  to  fortitude;  **  Then 
**  must  he  be  strong  and  valiant;  neither  to  be  amazed  with  storms,  nor 
**  affrighted  with  thunder :  and  if  he  is  not  temperate^  but  has  a  gnawing 
<'  stomach,  that  will  not  endure  much  fasting,  but  must  observe  hours ; 
^  ir  troubleth  the  mind  and  body,  and  loseth  that  delight  which  maketh 
"  the  pastime  only  pleasing," 

Inhere  is  no  douDt  but  Walton  had  this  chapter  of  Markham  in  hit 
e^e ;  and  as  there  is  a  humorous  solemnity  in  thus  attempting  to  dig* 
nify  an  art,  which  surely  borrows  as  little  of  its  perfection  from  leamisig 
as  any  that  is  pn^ctiscd,  it  was  thought  it  might  divert  tba  reader  t« 
quote  it. 
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Ven.  Sir,  I  am  ncyw  become  so  foil  of  expectation^ 
that  I  long  much  to  have  you  proceed,  and  ia  the  ordec 
that  jou  propose. 

Pise.  Then  first,  for  the  antiquity  of  Angling,  of 
which  I  shall  not  say  much,  but  only  this ;  some  say 
it  b  as  ancient  as  Deuc(dioH^s  flood :  others,  that  Belus^ 
'who  was  the  first  inventor  of  godly  and  virtnous  recre- 
ations, was  the  first  inventor  of  Angling:  and  some 
others  say,  for  former  times  have  had  their  disquisitions 
about  the  antiquity  of  it,  that  Seth,  one  of  the. sons  of 
Adam^  taught  it  to  his  sons,  and  that  by  them  it  was 
derived  to  posteritv :  others  say,  that  be  left  it  engraven 
on  those  pillars  which  he  erected,  and  trusted  to  pre- 
serve the  knowledge  of  the  mathematicks,  musick,  and 
the  rest  of  that  precious  knowledge,  and  those  useful 
arts,  which,  by  God's  appointment  or  allowance,  and 
his  noble  industry,  were  thereby  preserved  from  perish- 
inff  in  iVbaA's  flood  *. 

These,  Sir,  have  been  the  opinions  of  several  men, 
that  have  possibly'  endeavoured  to  make  angling  more 
ancient  than  is  needful,  or  may  wdl  be  warrant^ ;  but 
for  my  part,  I  shall.content  myself  in  telling  you,  that 
anigling  is  much  more  ancient  than  the  incarnation  of 
our  Saviour ;  for  in  the  Prophet  Amosj  mention  is  mado 
offish-hooks ;  and  in  the  lx>ok  of  Job  y  which  was  long 
before  the  days  of  Amos,  for  that  book  is  said  to  have 
been  written  by  Mosesy  mention  is  made  also  of  fish* 
hooks,  which  must  imply  anglers  in  those  times. 

But,  my  worthy  friend,  as  I  would  rather  prove  my* 
self  a  gentleman,  by  being  learned  and  humble,  valiant 
and  in^yflfensive,  virtuous  and  communicable, — than  by 
any  fond  ostentationof  riches,— or,  wanting  those  virtues 
myself,  boast  that  these  were  in  my  ancestors ;  (and  yet 

*  Those  that  tay  this,  are  very  safe  in  their  assertion,  for  there  is  no 
remaining  evidence  to  contradict  it.  It  may  however  be  observed,  that 
the  same  has  been  said  in  £avour  of  many  other  arts,  and  if  I  misuke 
not,  of  the  Hnrautic  Stiemce  and  Free  MoMemry;  concerning  the  fonner 
whereof*  Ashmole  has  the  confidence  to  affirm,  that  by  means  of  it,  Adam 
and  the  fathers  before  the  Flood,  as  also  Abraham,  Moses,  and  Solomon, 
wrought  many  wonders.  See  the  PreUgomena  to  his  Tbeatrum  Cbem'uitm 
Britatuutumi  is  which  there  is  more  such  nonsense  and  absurdity. 
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sure  they  have  appeared  so  to  me,  and  made  manj  an 
Iiourpass  a^i^ay  more  pleasantly,  as  I  bare  sate  quietly 
on  a  floT^ery  bank  by  a  calm  river,  and  contemplated 
•what  I  shall  now  relate  to  you. 

And  first  concerning  rivers ;  there  be  so  many  won- 
ders reported  ^d  written  of  them,  and  of  the  several 
creatures  that  be  bred  and  live  in  them,  and  those  by 
authors  of  so  s^ood  credit,  that  we  need  not  to  deny  them, 
an  historical. &ith. 

As  namely  of  a  river  in  Epirus,  that  puts  out  any 
lighted  torch,  and  kindles  any  torch  that  Was  not  light- 
ed. Some  waters  .beins  drunk,  cause  madness,  some 
drunkenness,  and  some  kughter  to  death.  The  river  Se« 
larus  in  a  few  hours  turns  a  rod  or  wand  to  stone :  and 
our  Gamden  mentions  the  like  in  England,  and  the  like 
in  Lochmere  in  Ireland.  There  is  also  a  river  in  Arabia, 
of  which  all  the  sheep  that  drink  thereof  hare  their 
wool  turned  into  a  vermilion  colour.  And  one  of  no  lesi 
credit  than  Aristotle,  tells  us  of  a  merry  river,  the  river 
Elusina,  that  dances  at  the  noise  of  musick,  for  with 
musick  it  bubbles,  dances,  and  grows  sandy,  and  so 
continues  till  the  musick  ceases,  but  then  it  presently  re« 
films  to  its  wonted  calmness  and  clearness.  And  Cam- 
den tells  us  of  a  well  near  to  Kirby  in  Westmoreland , 
that  ebbs  and  flows  several  times  every  day :  and  he  tella 
us  of  a  river  in  Surrey,  it  is  called  Afole,  that  aftet  it 
has  run  several  miles,  being  opposed  by  hills,  finds,  or 
makes  itself  a  way  underground,  and  breaks  out  again 
so  far  off*,  that  the  inhabitants  thereabout  boast,  as  the 
Spaniards  do  of  their  river  Anus,  that  they  feed  divers 
flocks  of  sheep  upon  a  bridge.  And  lastly,  for  I  would 
not  tire  your  patience,  one  of  no  less  authority  than  Jo- 
sephus,  that  learned  Jew,  tells  us  of  a  river  in  Judea 
that  runs  swiftly  all  the  six  days  of  the  week,  and  stands 
still  and  rests  all  their  sabbath. 

But  I  will  lay  aside  my  discourse  of  rivers,  and  tell 
you  some  things  of  the  monsters,  or  fish,  call  them 
what  you  will,  that  they  breed  and  feed  in  them.  Pliny 
the  philosopher  says,  in  the  third  chapter  of  his  ninth 
book,  that  m  the  Indian  sea,  the  fish  called  Bdcena  or 
[Whirl-popl,  is  so  long  and  broad,  as  to  take  up  more 
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in  length  and  breadth  than  two  acres  of  ground;  and, 
of  other  fish  of  two  hundred  cubits  long ;  and  that  in 
the  river  Ganges,  there  be  £els  of  thirty  rcet  long.  He 
says  there,  that  these  monsters  appear  in  that  sea  only 
^hen  the  tempestuous  winds  oppose  the  torrents  of 
'Waters  falling  from  the  rocks  into  it,  and  so  turning 
-what  lay  at  the  bottom  to  be  seen  on  the  water's  top. 
And  he  says,  that  the  people  of  Cadara,  an  island  near 
this  place,  make  the  timber  for  their  houses  of  those 
iisb-lx>nes.  He  there  tells  us,  that  there  are  sometimes 
a  thousand  of  these  great  Eels  found  wrapt,  or  inter- 
woven togeUier*  He  tells  us  there,  that  it  appearsthat 
dolphins  love  musick,  and  will  come,  when  called  for, 
by  some  men  or  boys,  that  know  ana  use  to  feed  them, 
and  that  they  can  swim  as  swift  as  an  arrow  can  be  shot 
out  of  a  bow ;  and  much  of  this  is  spoken  concerning 
the  dolphin,  and  other  fish ;  as  may  oe  found  also  in 
the  learned  Dr.  CasaVibon's  *  Discourse  of  Credulitj/ 
and  Incredulity  f  printed  by  him  about  the  year  1670* 

I  know,  we  islanders  are  averse  to  the  belief  of  these 
wonders ;  but,  there  be  so  man  v  strange  creatures  to  be 
now  seen,  many  collected  by  John  Tradescant  f ,  and 


*  MertCf  son  tA  Isaac  Casauhony  bom  at  Geneva  in  1599,  but  educated 
at  Oxford,  was,  for  his  great  learning,  preferred  to  a  Prebend  in  th^ 
Cathedral  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Rectory  of  Ickham  near  that  city.  Oliver 
Cromwell  would  have  engaged  him  by  a  pension  of  SCO/,  a  year,  to  write 
the  history  of  his  time,  but  Casaubon  refused  it.  Of  many  books  extant 
of  his  writing,  that  mentioned  in  the  text  is  one.  He  died  in  1671, 
leaving  behind  him  the  character  of  a  religious  man^  loyal  to  his  PrincCi^ 
exemplary  in  his  life  and  conversation,  and  very  charitable  to  the  poor.— 
Athen,  Okon.  Vol  IL  485,  edit.  1721. 

t  There  were,  it  seems,  three  of  the  Tradeuantty  grand-father,  father, 
and  son :  the  son  is  the  person  here  meant :  the  two  former  were  Garden* 
ers  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  latter  to  King  Charles  the  First.  ITiey 
were  all  g^reat  botanists,  and  collectors  of  natural  and  other  curiosities, 
and  dwelt  at  South  Lambeth  in  Surrey ;  and  dying  there,  were  buried  in 
Lambeth  Church-yard.  Mr.  Ashmole  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
the  last  of  them,  and  together  with  his  wife,  boarded  at  his  house  for  a 
summer,  during  which  Ashmole  agreed  for  the  purchase  of  Tradescant's 
collection,  and  the  same  was  conveyed  to  him  oy  a  deed  of  gift  from 
Tradescant  and  his  wife.  lYadescant  soon  after  died,  and  Ashmole  was 
obliged  to  file  a  bill  in  Chancery  for  the  deliverv  of  the  curiosities,  and 
succeeded  in  his  suit.  Mrs.  Tradescant,  shortly  after  the  pronouncing 
^e  decree,  was  found  drowned  in  her  pond.  This  cpWecticn,  with  -v^at 
additions  he  afterwards  made  to  it,  Mr.  Ashmole  gave  to  the  Univeraity 
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Oflicrs  added  by  my  friend  Elias  Ashmole,  E^.  Wbo 
now  keeps  them  careftilly  and  methodically  at  his  htmstf 
near  to  Lambeth  ^  near  London  * ;  as  may  get  some  be- 

ctf  Oxford,  and  so  became  the  Fonnder  of  the  AthmtlUtut  Mmteum.  A 
Hfao.vmetkt  far  adl.tho'  three  Tndesouta,  -wtrf  cmtrntky  «ciiMS>ent«d  vilk 
•culptnr^  is  to  be  seen  in  Lambeth  Chucch-jard ;  and  a  repreaentatiofi 
tjiereof,  in  four  plates,  and  also  some  particulars  of  the  family,  are  gi'ven 
in  the  Philosopiual  Transaethm^  Volume  LXIIT.  Part  I.  p.  T»«  «#  saq* 
The  monument,  by  the  contribtttiot  of  some  frienlt  t9  their  mcnMirji 
VM,  in  the  year  1778,  repaired;  and  the  following  l^iusy  fonneriy  lo? 
tended  for  an  epitaph,  inserted  thereon : 

Knowr,  ttnmger  4  ere  thou  past,  beneeth  thtsttope 
I4e  J^HV  TxADESGAKT,  gTandsire,  &ther,  too. 
The  last  dy'd  m  Ms  springy  the  other  two 
X.iv'd  till  they  had  traveird  art  and  nature  diro*; 
As  by  thdr  ohoiM  ooUections,  may  appear, 
Of  what  is  me  in  land,  id  teaf,  in  air  $ 
Whilst  they  (as  Homer's  Iliad,  in  a  nut) 
A  world  of  wonders  in  one  dosetshut. 
These  famous  Antiquarians-^that  had  been. 
Both,  Gardener*  to  the  rose,  and  lilly,  Quee&-«- 
Transplanted  now  themselves^  sleep  here.  '  And  when 
Angels  shall  with  their  trumpets  waken  men^ 
And  fire  shail  purge  the  world ;  these  hence  sliUl  nmt  ^ 

Ajad  chsoge  their  jjaodeny  for  a  PacKlisai* 

The  Tradescants  were  the  first  collectors  of  natural  curioatties  in  this 
fcifl^dom;  Ashmole,  and  Sir  .Hans  Sloane,  were  the  next :  the  gienerpua 
«>int  of  diese  persons  seems  to  have  been  transfused  into,  and  at  jpresent 
n784^  to  reside  in,  4  private  Gentleman  of  unbounded  curiosity  and 
liberality.  Sir  Ashton  Lever ;  whose  collections  for  beauty,  variety,  and 
copiousness,  exceed  aU  description,  and  surpass  every  thing  of  the  kind  ilk 
the  known  world.  HawAiw,  Aher  Sir  Ashton  Levers  deam,  the  collection 
was  disposed  of  by  public  Lottery,  and  came  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Par* 
Icinson,  who,  two  years  ago,  (1806^)  sold  the  indole,  in  separate  lotta 
by  public  auction.    Editor, 

*  Ashmole  was,  at  first,  a  Solicitor  in  Chancery :  but  manying  a  hdy 
^ith  a  large  fortune,  and  being  well  slulled  in  history  and  antiquities,  hie 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  IVindsor  Herald^  and  wrote  the  ffhtory  tf 
ibe  Order  of  the  Garter ^  published  in  1672,  in  folio.  But  addicting  luBi^ 
•elf  to  the  then  fashionable  studies  of  chemistry  and  judicial  astt^logy  ^ 
and  associating  himself  with  that  silly,  crack-brained  enthusiast,  Joilia 
Aubrey,  Esq.  of  Surrey,  and  that  egregious  impostor,  Lilly  the  Attro^ 
)oger,  he  became  a  dupe  to  the  knavery  of  the  one,  and  the  folfies  of 
both ;  and  lost  in  a  ^at  measure  the  reputation  he  had  acquired  by  tbit* 
and  other  of  his  writings.  Of  his  weakness  and  superstition,  he  has  lefit 
on  record  this  memorable  instance :  '*  11th  April,  1681,  I  took,  early  in 
*^  the  mommg,  a  good  dose  of  elixir,  and  bung  three  spiders  aboitt  «^ 
**  tucA  i  and  they  drove  my  ague  away.'*  Deo  gratias.  See  Memoiri  tf 
#6f  Life  rf  that  Antiqtiariant  Eliot  AsbmoU^  Eig,  drawn  atp  by  biaudf  t% 
vay  rf  diary  ^  published  by  Charles  Butman,  Esq.  12mo.  1717* 


Kef  of  some  of  Ike  oUMr^oiidera  I  flnentieiied;  I  wM. 
tell  you  some  of  the  wonders  tbat  joii  may  now  sosy-«» 
aod  not  till  tken  believe,  unless  you  think  fit. 

You  may  there  see  the  Hog«fish,  the  DoMp-fish,  the 
Dolphin,  the  Coney-fish,  the  Panrot-fish,  tiie  Sharks 
tlie  Poison-fisb,  Sword-fish,  and  not  only  other  incredi* 
lAefisk;  but  you  may  there  see  the  Salamander,  ^oveiii 
8<yrts  of  Bamacips,  of  Solan  Geese,  the  Bird  of  l^ara* 
Aise ;  suoh  sorts  of  Snakes,  and  such  Bird's-nests,  ao4 
of  so  various  forms,  and  so  wonderfully  made,  as  may 
bq^et  wonder  and  amusement  in  any  benolder ; — and  so 
many  hundred  of  other  rarities  in  tbat  eolleelion,  as 
will  make  the  other  wonders  I  spake  of,  iJie  less  incre- 
dible ;  for,  yon  may  note,  that  the  waters  a»e  Nature's 
6tore*house,  in  which  she  locks  up  her  wonders. 

But,  Sir,  lest  this  discourse  nur^  seem  tedious,  I  shall 

S*ve  it  a  sweet  conclusion  out  of  that  lioly  poet,  Mr. 
eor^  Herbert,  his  divine  Contemplation  on  GodTs 
Proii4ence: 

Lord !  who  luitli  ynifo  eDoogh,  mj,  who  hath  saj  ? 
Wone  can  evyteii  He  wofks^  hat  ho  that  Ifxwn  tbswt 
imk  Booe  eaa  kmom  thy  works,  thej  are  to  auuif  , 
And  io  complete,  hut  oalj  he  that  owes  *  them. 

We,  aU,  acknowMge  both  U^  power  and  love 
To  be  nmet,  tnmscendant,  and  divine— 
Who  dost  so  stiaa^ly  and  so  sweetlj  more. 
Whilst  all  thini^s  hare  their  end-^jet  none,  bot  thine. 

Whereftire,  most  saered  Spirit !  I  here  presenti 
For  me  and  all  mj  fellows,  praise  to  thee  i 
Aadjattitis,  that lahooldpi^rths vest. 


And  as  concerning  fish :  Tn  that  psalm,  Psdt.  104. 
wherein  for  beigbt  of  poetry  and  wonders,  the  prophet 
Da^idjeemseven  to  exceed  himself;  how  doth  ne there 
express  himself  in  choice  metaphors— even  to  the  amaze- 
meat  of  a  coBtemplativeieader— concerning  thesea^  tlie 

*  Used  as  an  equtralant  to  #wiw,  a  seme  now  obsolete. 
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jriveiB,  and  the  fish  therein  cmtaioed !  And  the  great 
naturalist  Pliny  says,  ^^  That  nature's  great  and  won- 
derful power  is  more  demonstrated  in  the  sea  than  on  the 
land."  And  this  may  appear,  by  the  numerous  and 
▼arioos  creatures  inhabiting,  both  in  and  about,  that 
element ;  as  to  the  readers  of  Gessner*,  Rondeletius  t , 
Pliny,  Ausooius  j:,  Aristotle,  and  others,  may  be  de- 

monstrated.  But  I  will  sweeten  this  dis- 
£e  fiftibd^Y^  <^ui^  slI^  out  of  a  cont^nplation  in  divine 

DuBartas§,  who  says: 

God  q[iiickeiied^iii  the  sea,  aod  in  Uie  riTers«-« 
So  many  fishes  of  so  manj  featores,    . 
Thai  in  the  waters  we  maj  see  all  creatores. 
Even  all  that  on  the  earth  are  to  be  fouad. 
As  if  the  world  were  in  deep  waters  drowa'd* 
For  seas— as  well  ar  skies— have  Son,  Moon,  Stars  ; 
As  well  as  air — Swallows,  Rooks,  and  Stares  **  | 
As  well  as  earth — ^Vines,  Roses,  Nettles,  Melons, 
Mushrooms,  Pinks,  GUliflowers,  and  manjr  dulHooa 


*  Conrade  Getsrnr^  an^  eminent  i^yncian  and  naturalist,  was  bom  at  Zu* 
rich  in  1516.  His  skill  in  botanj  and  natural  history,  was  such  as  prociired 
him  the  appellation  of  the  Pliny  of  GermoHj :  and  Beza,  who  knew  him, 
scruples  not  to  assert,  that  he  concentered  in  himself  the  learning  of  Pliny 
and  Varro*  Nor  was  he  more  distinguished  for  his  leamine,  than  esteemed 
and  beloved  for  that  probity  and  sweetness  of  manners,  which  rendered  him 
conspicuous  through  the  course  of  his  life :  notwithstanding  which,  he  la- 
boured under  the  pressure  of  poverty,  to  a  degree  that  compelled  him  to 
write  for  sustenance,  and  that  in  such  haste,  that  his  works,  which  are 
Tery  numerous,  are  not  exempt  from  marks  of  it.  Besides  a  Bibliotbeca 
9tve  Cataltguj  Seriptorum  Lat,  Gr%  t*f  Hebr,  tarn  extatUiMU  quam  non  txtan^ 
tium^  Tig,  1545--48.  he  wrote  Historia  AmmuUnm^  and  X>e  Serpentnm 
Natura;  to  both  which  works 'Walton  frequently  refers.  This  excellent 
person  died  in  1565. 

f  Guillattmt  Rcndelet,  an  eminent  physician,  bom  at  Montpeller  in  Lan* 
guedoc,  1507.  He  wrote  sereral  books ;  and  a  treatise  Dg  PUeihus  mart* 
nil,  where  all  that  Walton  has  taken  from  him  is  to  be  found.  He  died— 
wery  poor— of  a  surfeit,  occasioned  by  eating  of  figs  to  excess,  in  1566. 

I  Decius  Ausonius,  a  native  of  Bourdeaux ;  was  a  Latin  Poet,  Consul  of 
Rome,  and  Preceptor  to  the  emperer  Gratian.  He  died  about  39a 
/  §  Guittaume  it  &alu*U  Sieur  du  B^rtaiy  was  a  poet  of  great  repuution  io 
Walton*s  time.  He  wrote,  in  French,  a  poem  called  Divine  iVeeh  and 
Works ;  whence  the  passage  in  the  text,  and  many  others  cited  in  this 
work,  are  extracted.  This,  with  his  libaxdHightfid  works,  waa.M'ant* 
lated  into  English  by  Joshua  Sylvester. 

•*  Or  Starling/^  MiBsheu. 
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Of  other  plants,  more  rare,  more  ttnifefe  than  tliese  i 
As  Terj  fishes,  liTing  in  the  seas  ; 
As  also  Rams,  Calves,  Horses,  Hares,  and  Ho^s^ 
WolTes»  Urchins,  Lioos,  Elephants,  and  Dogs{ 
Yea  men  and  maids  i  and,  which  I  most  admire. 
The  mitred  Bishop  and  the  cowled  friar  *, 
Of  which  examples,  bat  a  few  jears  since. 
Were  shewn  the  Norway  and  Polonian  prince. 

*  Tlus  story  of  the  Bishop  fish  is  told  by  Rondeletius,  and  Touched  by 
Bellonius.  Without  taking  much  pains  in  the  translation,  it  is  as  follows : 
«■  In  the  year  1 53 1 ,  a  fish  was  taken  in  Polonia,  that  represented  a  bishop. 
*<  Hewasbronghttotheking;  but  seeming  to  desire  to  retom  to  his  own 
«*  element,  the  kin^  commanded  him  to  he  carried  back  to  the  sea,  into 
*<  which  he  immeduitely  threw  himself."  Rondeletiu|  had  before  related 
the  story  of  a  Mpnk-fish,  which  is  what  Du  Bartas  means  by  the  *<  cowled 
Friar.  '*  The  reader  may  see  the  portraits  of  these  wonderful  personages 
in  RMuUktius;  or,  in  the  Fottbumous  IVorh  of  the  reverend  and  learned 
Mr.  Johif 'Gregory,  in  4to.  Lond.  168S,  page  121, 12^  where  they  are 
thus  exhibited : 


Stow,  in  Yn%Amnahyf,  157,  from  the  CbronUU  of  Radtilphus  Coo;geshale^ 
gives  the  following  reUtion  of  a  sea-monster,  taken  on  the  coast  ofSufifolk, 
Jemf>,  Hen.  II.  . 

•*  Neare  unto  Orford  in  Suffolk,  certaine  fishers  of  the  sea  cooke  m 
•«  their  nets  a  fish,  having  the  shape  of  a  man  in  all  pcnnts :  which  fish  was 
«•  kept  by  Bartlemew  de  Glaimville,  onto*  of  the  castle  of  Orford,  in  the 
««  same  castle,  by  the  space  of  six  moneths  and  more,  for  a  wondw.  He 
«*  spake  not  a  word.  All  manner  of  meates  he  did  eate,  but  most  greedily 


lit  ms  ompuTB  Ayei«i«  mam  f • 


Tbeie^  fie«  tolie  wmdesi;  bed.  Inve  faid  id  many 
confirmations  from  men  of  leamiBg  and  ciedk,  Uhat  you 
need  not  doubt  them.  Nor  Me  die  tmmberj  aor  the 
Tarious  shapes,  of  fishes  more  strange,  or  more  fit  for 
contemphttion,  than  their  difl^rent  natwes,  inclina^ 
tions^  and  at^ions  ^  concerning'  irhich,  I  ahall  bq; 
your  patient  ear  a  httle  longer. 

The  Cutfle-fiA  will  casta  long  gnt  oat  of  her  throat, 
which,  lijke  as  an  Angler  doth  bis  line,  she  sendeth 
^Dnrth,  and  p^leth  in  again  at  her  pleasure,  aeomrding 
^  iMont,  Sftays  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  little  fish  como  near  to 
ind  otiien  affinn  fa«r ;  and  the  GutUe^fish  %j  ixuiff  tlie» 
ti^*  hid  in  the  j^^ei,  lets  the  smalter  fsh 

Bibble  and  bite  the  end  of  it ;  at  which  time  she,  bj 
little  aad  little,  draws  the  smaller  fish  so  near  to  Jber^ 
that  she  may  leap  upon  her,  and  then  oalebes.and  de^ 
TOOTS  her:  and  for  this  reason,  some  have  called  this 
fish  the  Sea^angler. 

And  there  is  a  fi$h  called  a  Hermit ^  that,  at  a  certain 
age  gets  into .  a  dead  fish's  shell ;  and,  IIIlc  a  hermit, 
dweHs  there  alone,  studying  the  wind  and  weather ; 
and  so  turns  her  sheU,.  that  she  makes  it  defend  her 
irom  the  injuries  that  they  would  bring  upon  her. 

There  is  also  a  fish,  called  by  iElian  *  in  his  9th  book 
Of  Living  Creatures,  ch.  16.  the  Adonis,  or  Darling 
oi  the  Sea;  so  called,  because  it  is  a  loving  and  inno- 
cent fish,  a  fish  that  hurts  nothing  that  hath  life,  and 
is  at  peace  with  all  the  nuiherous  inhabitants  of  that 
Tast  i^atrj^  element ;  and  truly  I  think  most  An^en 
are,  so,  disposed  io  most  of  mank'faid. 

<*  TKW  fish,  after  he  YaA  cniabed  out  the  mdsture.  Oftentimes,  he  wu 
**  broaete  to  the  ehureb^  where  he  sbnoed  no  toJkau  •/  cdora^nn^  At 
«•  length,  says  thia  aotluar,  <*  ^en  he  igtaa  not  well  looked  to,  he  Bt<^ 
*<  away  to  the  sea,  and  ne^er  after  appMred.'*  The  wisdom  of  these 
fishermen  in  taking  the  monster  to  chuixh,  calls  to  remembrance  many 
Instances  of  dmilar  sagacity,  recorded  of  the  wst  mum  of  Chtbmmi.  Finding 
fiim  so  inderout,  we  may  snppose  them  to  Ittve  beoi  tfeady  to  mduam 
%nth  CaSban,  in  ^e  Temfes^^ 


«*  By  this  good  Ij^  a  iptry  fbaUo  w  I 

*  Clmmfi^t  JSllanus  was  bora  at  Prcneste  In  Italy,  in  the  reign  of  the 

Bmperor  Adrian.    He  wrote  De  AnmoBmwt  mrntyri^  and  Om  Mmriimi  Dm- 


^kt.  h  r^M  Wlip&BfV  MWBELWmr  lis 

kM  thate  $^y  ih^j  \nithA  mA  ehasle  Mm ;  cC  wUck 

And  first,  w&at  Da  BmtM  mys  ofa  iih  adfad  thi 
Setrtuf :  which,  because  none  ean  exfrress  it  better  tha» 
Be  does,  I  shall  gite  yon  m  hlsown  Words ;  supfMKBiiig  tt 
Aall  not  bare  the  less  credit  for  being  verse ;  for  he  mtk 

Stbefed  this,  and  oflier  observafiotts,    oat  of  Aatbors 
It  bare  beeft  ^reat  and  indnstrioilb^  sMichen  into  ihii 
Secrets  of  natme. 

TV  sdslf  Km  Saign  dotli  not  only  cjisKtfi 

Witci  eTerj  day,  in  tlie  deep  streams  {  bnt,  stnmge  I 

As  it-nm  hmttf  ^Tsen^love  M%lit 

Conldnoti 


Goes  toustia^  siMBKpMis  on  llM  fimisy  sbon^ 
HoniiDtf  tiNfer  feMkind^  AM  hod  fcom  befon 


HoraiDir  tiiferaMkind^AMihadfcanibefaft.    . 

Add  iJbfit  emte  Atttioir  writes  eoneemioff  Ihd  Cdn^ 
fkmu9^  ttaftt  ilAiMk  ym  shadUr  also  bear  »  bis  o«war 

Bnl^  esnUtaritf  tte  efltaftinotf  GsirtlisnM 
is  e?er  eonslsnt  t»  kis  tMlhiil  apoiiie  f 
I»  Miftinl  diaiesf  spondime.  bt0  chaste  litt  \ 
Ksws  lofosa^jr  but  bis  oim  dear  wife.  . 

Sii,  but  a  Iktie  loAger,  andl  have  d'tyne. 

Ven.  Sir,  tafte  nrh^t  libei^y  y<m  think  fit,  foi»  yionif 
discoorae  seems  to  be  mosick,  and  charms  me  to  an  at- 

tMti^K 

Pkc.  WhjttiM,Sir,  IwilitriBeaUbert7toteII,or 
rather  taiemember,  you  what  is  sd;id  of  TarthMiOTes ; 
fiist^  tbyKt  they  aleaUy  plight  their  troth,  and  marry  ^ 
mA  Aat  tben  the  sorrivor  scorns,  as  the  ThfaciM  wp» 
meaare.  said  to  do,  to  outliTe  his  or  ber  mate ;  (aad  this 
is  tak^  for  a  truth ;)  and  if  the  survivor  shall  evec 
coaple  with  another, — ^then,  not  only  the  living  but  the 
dead,  be  it  either  the  he  or  the  she,  is  denied  the  name 
and  bonour  of  a  true  Turtle-dove  *. 

^Of  5MM«,itiial80«itd,tEat,tf  ehhef-^  spaUr^i^dSe,  orbeo^^ 
wist  sepamad  from  its  nute,  the  other  doe»  not  long  survive  %  and  Aat  ieib 
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And  to  panillel  this  land-nurity — dnd  to  ieach:  man* 
kind  Ynorai  faithfulness ;  and  to  condemn  those  that 
talk  of  idigion,  and  yet  come  short  of  the  moral  faith 
offish  and  fowl,  men  that  violate  the  law  affirmed  by 
SU  Paul,  Bom.  9«  14,  15.  to  be  writ  in  their  hearts,  and 
irhich  he  says^  shall  at  the  last  day  condemn  and  leave 

them  without  excuse— I  pray  hearken  to  what 
mhdxTr^*  Du  Bartas  sings,  for  the  nearine  of  such  con- 

ju^l  faithfulness  will  be  musick  to  all  chaste 
ears,  and  therefore  I  pray  hearken  to  what  Du  Bartas 
sings  of  the  Mullet. 

Bat— for  chaste  ]ot«— the  Mallet  hath  ao  peer  i 
For»  if  the  fiiher  bath  nirprited  her  pheer*. 
As  mad  with  wo»  to  shore  she  fbUoweth  i 
Prest  f  to  oonsort  him»  both  in  life  and  death. 

On  the  contrary,  what  shall  I  say  of  the  House-cock, 
which  treads  any  hen ;  and;  then,  contrary  to  the  Swan, 
the  Partridge,  and  Pigeon,  takes  no  care  to  hatch»  to 
feed  or  cherish  his  own  brood,  but  is  senseless,  though 
they  perish.  And  it  is  considerabte,  that  the  Hen,  which, 
because  she  also  takes  any  Cock,  expects  it  kot  ;  who 
is  sure  the  chickens  be  her  oWn,  hath  by  a  moral  im- 
pression her  care  and  aflfection  to  her  own  brood  more 
than  doubled,  even  to  such  a  height,  that  our  Saviour, 
in  expressing  his  love  to  Jerusalem,    Matt.  SS.  57, 

chiefly  for  this  reason,  that  the  stealing  of  Swans  is  hj  ova  law  made  penalS 
so  as  that,  **  He  who  stealeth  a  Swan,  in  an  open  and  common  river,  law* 
<*  fully  marked;  the  same  Swan  diall  be  hong  in  a  house  by  the 
**  beak ;  and  he  who  stole  it  shall,  in  recompence  thereof^  give  to  the 
**  owner  so  much  wheat  as  may  cover  all  the  Swan,  by  putdne  and  turn* 
**  faigthe  wheat  upon  the  head  of  theSwan»  until  the  hesCd  of  the  Swan  be 
**  covered  with  wneat. "  Coke's  Rtforts^  Part  VIL    The  case  of  Swans. 

*  Or  Fellow;  so  Bed-pheer,  Bed*fellow. 

t  Frut^  from  the  French  Frtt^  Lat.  ^arofv/,  ready,  prepared.  So  Psahn 
Civ  .old  version: 

He  maketh  his  spirites  as  heralds  to  go  ; 
And  lightnings,  to  serve,  we  see  aIao/r«/f. 

Vy*  O&ossAav  to  Mtrt  of  ChttitsUr  and  to  Pgfir  Ltrnguft,  Edit; 
^eaxnet 
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Juotes  ber,  for  an  example  of  tender  afieetion ;  as  his 
^ather  had  done  Job,  for  a  pattern  of  patienoe. 
And  to  parallel  this  Cock,  there  be  divers  fishes  that 
cast  their  spawn  on  flags  or  stones ;  and  then  leave  it 
uncovered,  and  expos^  to  become  a  prey  and  be  de- 
voured bv  vermin  or  other  fishes.  Bat  other  fishes,  as 
namely  the  Barbel,  take  such  care  for  the  presevvatioa 
of  their  seed,  that  (unlike  to  the  Cock  or  the  Cuckoo) 
they  mutually  labour^  both  the  spawner  and  the  melter^ 
— ^to  cover  their  spawn  with  sand, — or,  watch  it, — or, 
hide  it  in  some  secret  place,  unfrequented  by  vermin  or 
by  any  fish  but  themselves. 

Sir,  these  examples  may,*  to  you  and  others,  seem 
strange ;  but  they  are  testified—- some  by  Aristotle,  some 
by  Puny,  some  by  Gessner,  and  by*many  others  of  credit ; 
and  are  believed  and  known  by  divers,  both  6f  wisdom 
and  experience— to  be  a  truth ;  and  indeed  are,  as  I  said 
at  the  beginning,  fit  for  the  contemplation  of  a  most 
serious  and  a  most  pious  man.  And,  doubtless,  this 
made  the  prophet  David  say :  ^^  They,  that  occupy 
^*  themselves  in  deep  waters^  see  the  wonderful  works 
^'  of  Godt"  indeed  such  wonders,  and  pleasures  too, 
as  the  land  afibrds  not.  - 

And  that  lA^^  he  jit  for  the  contemplation  of  the  most 
prudent  J  andpious^  and  peaceable  men,  seems  to  be 
testified  by  the  practice  ot  so  many  devout  and  contem- 
plative men ;  as  the  Patriarchs  and  Prophets  of  old  i 
and  of  the  Apostles  of  our  Saviour  in  our  latter  times,*^ 
of  which  Twelve,  weare  sure,  he  chose  Four  that  were 
nimpXe  Jishermen, — ^whom  he  inspired,  and  sent  to  pub« 
lish  his  blessed  will  to  the  Gentiles ;  and  inspired  them 
also  with  a  power  to  speak  all  languages,  and  by  their 
powerful  eloquence  to  beget  faith  in  the  unbelieving 
Jews  ;  and,  themselves  to  sufier  for  that  Saviour  whom 
their  forefathers  and  they  had  crucified ;  and,  in  their 
sufferings,  to  preach  freedom  from  the  incumbrances  of 
the  law,  and  a  new  way  to  everlasting  life :  this  was  the 
employment  of  these  happy  fishermen.  Concerning 
which  choice,  some  have  made  these  observations : 

First,  that  he  never  reproved  these,  for  their  employ* 
ment  or  calling,  as  he  did  the  Scribes  and  the  Money* 
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duiTigeoi  Andy  BoioniXy^  He  fevnd AnC  (be  beitfliof 
nicA  mot,  by  oatinre,  wore  fitted  for  coBlemplalion  and 
^ctness.;  men  0f  wUdj  and  swteij  Mdpemeeable  $pu 
ritSj  as  indeed  iMst  Anglera  aie;  jet  iheae  men  «av 
bksaed  Savioor,  who  is  observed  to  love  to  plant  graoe 
in  good  nattties^  though  indeed  nothing  be  loohanl  for 
him ;  jet  these  men  be  chose  to  call  hom  their  irreprove* 
abte  employment  of  fishings  and  gave  them  giaoe  to  be 
bb  discipla^  and  to  felk^  Um^  and  do  wcmden ;  1 
faff  foarof  twelrOi 

And  it  is  obserTaUey— 4hat  it  was  oar  Sarionr's  will 
that  these,  our  four  fishermen,  shonld  hare  a  prioritr  of 
nomination  in  the  catalogue  of  his  twelve  AposUes ; 
(Mm.  10.)  aa  namely,  firsts  St.  Peter,  St.  Andrew,  8l« 
James,  and  St.  John ;  and,  then,  die  rest  in  their  order. 

And  it  is  yetmoieobservaUe, — ^that  wheno«rhic8Bed 
Eafviomr  went  up  into  the  mooat,  when  he  left  the  teat 
<»f  his  disciples,  and  chose  only  three  to  bear  him  oonN 
amy.  at  his  tiansfi^ration,  that  those  thiee  were  all 
isfaenDen.  And  it  is  to  he  believed,— 4hat  all  the  other 
Apostles,  after  they  betook  themselves  to  fellow  Christ, 
betook  themselves  to  be  fishermen  too ;  for  it  is  certain^ 
that  the  greater  number  of  them  weie  found  togedier« 
^fishii^,  by  JeiBUs  after  his  resurrection,  as  it  is  secoided 
Mith«  Slst  chapter  of  St.  John's  gospel. 
.  Andy  since  I  haye  yoor  prombe  to  hear  me  vrith  pa* 
tience^  I  will  take  a  liberty  to  look  back  upon  an  ob* 
aarvation  that  hath  been  made  bv  an  inMiioua  and 
laamed  man ;  who  observes,  that  Grod  hath  been  fdeiuwd 
to  allow  those,  whosn  he  himself  bath  appointed  to 
veite  hb  holy  will  in  holy  writ,  yet  to  express  Us 
wiU  in  s«ch  metaphors  as  their  former  aftctions  or 
practice  had  iaclaned  them  to.  And  lie  Imags  Soto^ 
mon  for  an  example,  who,  before  bis  conversion,  was 
lemadml^Iy  carnally  amorous;  and  afievy  by  God*s 
appointment,  wrote  that  Spiritaal  diadbgue,  or  hol^ 
amorous  lovc^song  the  Caniiclesj  betwixt  Ckdandhu 
ohnrch :  In  which  he  says,  ^  hb  beloved  had  eyes 
li^  the  fish'pook  of  Heshfalon.' 
.  And  if  thb  hxM  in  reason,  as  I  see  none  to  the 
y ;  then:  it  may  be  probab^  concladsd,.  thait 
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Moses  i¥ho  (T  told  you  before)  writ  the  book  of  Job^ 
and  the  prophet  Amos  who  was  a  shepherd^  were  both 
Anglers ;  for  you  shall,  ia  all  the  Old  Testatnenij  find 
fish-hooks,  I  think,  but  twice  mentioned,  namely,  by- 
meek  Moses  the  friend  of  God,  and  by  the  humUe 
prophet  Amos*. 

Conoeming  which  last,  namely,  the  prophet  Amos,  I 
shall  make  but  this  observation^— that  he  that  shall 
lead  the  humble,  lowly,  plain  style  of  that  prophet ; 
and  compare  it  with  the  high,  glorious,  eloquent  style 
of  the  prophet  Isaiah ;  though  they  be,  both,  equally 
true ;  may  easily  believe  Amos  to  be,  not  only  a 
shepherd,  but  a  good-natured  plain  fisherman. 

Which  I  do  the  rather  believe ;  by  comparing 
the  afiectionate,  loving,  lowly,  humble  Epistles  of 
St;  Peter,  St.  James,  aud  St.  John,  whom  we  know 
were  all  fishers,  with  the  glorious  language  and  high 
metaphors  of  St.  Paul,  who  we  may  believe  was  not. 

And  for  the  lawfulness  of  fishing :  It  may  very  well 
be  maintained  by  our  Saviour's  bidding  St.  Peter  cast 
his  hook  into  the  water,  and  catch  a  fish,  for  money  to 
pay  tribute  to  Caesar. 

And  let  me  tellyou^  that  Angling  is  of  high  esteem^ 
and  of  much  use  in  other  nations.  He  that  reads  the 
Voyages  of  Ferdinand  Mendez  Pinto  t,  shall  find  that 
there  he  declares  to  have  found  a  king  and  several 
prksts  a-fishing. 

*  Walton  was  a  good  Scripturitt,  and  therefore  can  hardly  be  sapposed 
to  have  been  ignorant  of  the  passage  in  Isaiah^  chap.  19.&  **  The  niharf 
**  shall  mourn,  and  all  they  that  cast  angU  upon  the  .brooks  shall  lament, 
**  and  they  that  spread  nets  upon  the  waters  shall  languish.'*  Which  words 
as  they  d6  but  imfly  the  use  olfisb^oohy  he  might  think  not  directly  to 
his  purpose;  but  m  the  translaUon  of  the  above  prophet  by  thepearaed 
Bishop  L«v)tby  who  himself  assures  me  that  the  word  Uok  is  truly  ren- 
dered, the  passage  stands  thus: 

*<  And  the  fishers  shall  mourn  and  lament : 

**  All  those  that  cast  the  book  in  the  river ; 

<*  And  those  that  spread  neu  on  the  &oe  of  tk6  water*  shall  languish.** 

The  following  passage  Walton  seems  likewise  to  have  forgotten  when 

he  vrrote  the  above,  unless  the  reason  before  assigned  induced  him  to  reject 

it :  **  They  take  up  all  of  them  with  the  ^mgU^  they  catch  them  in  their 

*  net,  and  gather  them  in  their  drag,  therefore  they  rejoice  and  are  glad,*' 

>&&tfi;it»i,  chapwl.v.l5.  ^ 

t  A  tnT«iUer,  wbow  veracity  it  much  ^ncitioAed. 

H 
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And  he  that  reads  Piutareh,  shall  find^  that  Anglinr 
was  not  contemp<ibIe  in  the  days  of  Mark  Antony  and 
Clfiopatn,  and  that  they  in  the  midst  of  their  wonder- 
ftti  glory  used  angliii|g  as  aprincipal  recreation*.  And 
kt  me  tellyou,  that  in  the  Scripture j  Angling  isalwaya 
tkken  in  the  best  sense;  and  that  though  hunting  may 
be  sometimes  so  takeii^  yet  it  is  but  seldom  to  be  so  under- 
stood.  And  let  me  add  this  more:  he  that  views 
the  ancient  Ecclesiastical  Canonsy  shall  find  hunting 
to  be  forbidden  to  Churchmen^  as  being  a  torbulenty 
toilsome,  perplexing  recreation ;  and  shall  find  Angling 
allowed  to  clergy nien^  as  being  a  harmless  reareation» 
a  recreation  that  invites  them  to  contemplation  and 
quietness. 

I  mi^ht  here  enlarge  myself^  by  telling  you  what  com* 
mendatiODs  our  learned  Perkins  bestows  on  Angling  s 

*  I  muft  here  to  br  differ  from  my  snthor  is  to  say,  that  if  Angfing 
WIS  not  contemptible  in  the  diys  e£  Mark  Antony  and  Cleopatra^  that 
illuitrioas  prostitute  endearoured  to  make  it  so*  The  lact  related  by 
Plutarch  ia  the  fbllowinff: 

<*  It  would  be  very  tcdioua  and  trifliag  to  recoimt  all  hit  foUiei :  but  his 
<*  [palpable  finesse  in]  fiahine  must  not  m  forgot.  He  went  out  one  day  to 
«^  angle  with  Cleopatra,  ana  being  so  unfortunate  as  to  catch  nothing  in 
<*  the  presence  of  nis  mistress,  he  was  very  much  vexed,  and  gave  secret 
<*  orders  to  the  fishennen  to  dive  under  water,  and  put  fishes  that  had 
**  been  fresh  taken  upon  his  hook.  After  he  had  draws  up  two  or  three» 
•*  Cleopatra  perceived  the  trick;  she  pretended,  however,  to  be  sur- 
**  prised  at  his  good  fortune  and  dexterity;  told  it  to  all  her  friends,  and 
«  mvited  them  to  come  and  see  him  fish  the  next  day.  Accordinj^y ,  a 
«<  very  laree  company  went  out  in  the  fishing  vessels,  and  as  soon  as  An* 
**  tony  had  let  down  his  line,  she  commanded  one  of  her  servants  to  b« 
s<  before-hand  with  Antony's,  and  ,diving  into  the  water,  to  fix  upon 
^  hh  hooka  salted  fish,  one  of  those  which  were  brought  from  the  ZuhIm 
«  Sear 

The  story  here  told  affords  matter  of  serious  reflection.  Behold, 
here,  two  persons  of  the  highest  rank,  who  had  exhausted  all  the  sources 
of  delight ;  their  appetites  palled,  and  every  gratification  rendered 
tasteless;  stooping  to  partake  of  the  recreations  of  the  meaner  sort,-« 
and,  of  tyrants,  and  persecutors  of  their  fellow-creatures,  to  become  the 
deceivers  of  silly  fish,  and  of  each  other.  Doubtless  we  may  suppose 
that  long  before  the  tragical  end,  which  they  severally  made,  oiF  a  profli* 

Ete  and  wicked  hfe,  they  were  grown  tired  and  sick  of  the  world ;  and 
d  frequent  occasion  to  exclaim— and  that  with  greater  reason,  than 
their  Predecessor  in  worldly  glory— 4hat  all  the  pomp  and  splendour  of 
dominion,  all  the  pomp  and  authority  resulting  firom  regal  grandeur,  aU 
ambitious  enterprises;  all  merely  human  projects,  pursuits,  and  plea- 
sures; without  a  tranquil  and  composed  mind,  such  as  God  vouchsafin. 
only  CO  the  meek  and  humble;  are  vanity  tad  vexatioa  of  Spirit* 
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and  how  dear  a  lover,  and  great  a  practiser  of  it  our 
learned  Dr.  Whitaker^  was  ;  as  indeed  many  others  of 
great  learning  have  been.  But  I  will  content  myself 
with  two  memorable  men,  that  lived  near  to  oar  own 
time,  whom  I  also  take  to  have  been  ornaments  to  the  art 
ef  Angling. 

ThefirstisDr.  Nowcl,  sometime  dean  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Panl's,  in  London^  where  his  monu- 
ment stands  yet  undefaced  t ;  a  man  that^  in  the  isso* 
reform iUian  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  not  that  of 
Henry  VKI.  was  so  noted — for  his  meek  spirit,  deep 
learning,  prudence,  and  piety— that  the  then  Parlia-* 
mcnt  and  Convocation,  both,  chose  enjoined  and 
trusted  him  to  be  the  man  to  make  a  Catechism  for 
public  use,  such  a  one  as  should  stand  as  a  rule 
for  faith  and  manners  to  their  posterity.  And  the 
good  old  man,  though  he  was  very  learned,  yet-— 

*  frUIiam  Perkiiu'waM  a  Itfined  divbe,  and  a  pious  md  painful  Preacher. 
Dr.  H^iUiam  Wbitakerr^va.  able  writer  in  the  Romish  controversy,  and 
Regius  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of  Cambridge^  They  both 
flouished  at  the  latter  end  of  the  sixteenth  century.  I  remark  the  extreme 
caution  of  our  author  in  this  passage  ;  for  he  says  not,  of  Perkitu^  as  he  does 
of  H^biiaker^  that  he  was  a  practiser  of,  but  only  that  he  bestows  (in  some 
of  his  writotfs  we  must  conclude)  great  commendations  on  angling. 
Perkins  had  toe  misfortune  to  want  the  use  of  his  right  hand :  as  we  find 
Intimated  in  this  distich  on  him : 

Dexiera  qmamtuMvh  fuerat  tili  wtotua^  dotifuR 

PoUeboj  mira  dexteritah  tamen,  *■ 

Though  nature  hath  thee,  of  thy  right  hand,  bereft. 
Right  well  thou  writest  with  thy  land  that's  left. 

And  therefore  can  hardly  be  supposed  capable  of  even  baiting  Iiis  hook. 

The  fact  req)ecting  Whiuker  is  thus  attested  by  Dr.  Fuller,  in  his  Hofy 
State,  book  iii.  chap.  13.  *<  Fishing  with  an  angle  is  to  some  rather  a  torture 
**  than  a  pleasure,  to  stand  an  hour  as  mute  as  the  fish  they  mean  to  take,-* 
«  yet  herewithal  Dr.  WhitAer  was  much  delighted." 

To  the  examples  of  divines  lovers  of  Angling,  I  here  add  that  of  Dr. 
Ltij^h,  the  present  (1784)  Master  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  who,  though 
turned  of  ninety,  makes  it  the  recreation  of  his  vacant  hours. 

f  Dr.  Atexander  Novtel,  a  learned  divine,  and  a  famous  preacher  in  the 
reign  of  King  £dtv,  VI.;  upon  whose  death  he,  with  many  other  Protest- 
ants, fled  to  Germany,  where  he  lived  many  years.  In  1561  he  was  made 
dean  of  St.  Paul's;  and  in  1601  died.  The  monument  mentioned  in  the 
text  was  undoubtedly  consumed,  with  the  church,  in  the  fire  of  London : 
but  the  inscription  thereon  is  preserved  in  Stow*s  Survey,  edit.  1633,  p^ 
SG2.  See-AtLen.  Oxen.  31 3i  An  engraving  of  the  monument  itself  u  in 
Dttgdale's  fftjtory  of  Sf,  PauVt  Catbedrat, 
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knomng  that  God  leads  us  not  to  botven  by  maiiy^ 
nor  by  hard,  questions— like  an  honest  Angler,  made 
that  good,  plain,  unperplex^ed  Catechismy  \yhich  is 
printed  with  our  good  old  Service-book*.  I  say  this 
good  man  was  a  dear  lover,  and  constant  practiser 
of  Angliog,  as  any  age  can  produce.  And  his  custom 
was  to  spend — besides  his  fiJced  hours  of  prayer; 
those  hours  which,  by  command  of  the  church  were 
enjoined  the  clergy,  and  voluntarily  dedicated  to 
devotiori  by  many  primitive  Christians ;  I  say,  besides 
those  hours  this  good  man  was  observed  to  spend-— 
a  tenth  part  of  his  time  in  Angling ;  and  also,  (for  I 
liave  conversed  with  those  which  have  conversed  with 

*  The  question  who  wat  the  compiler  of  oar  church  CMiteBum^  miist,  I 
teu,  be  reckoned  among  the  desiderata  t>f  our  ecclesiastical  history.  It  is 
certain  that  N^vfel  drew  up  two  catechions,  a  mater  and  a  less  \  the 
Utter  in  the  TaU^  as  it  8tan<u  in  the  £nglish  tranuatioii,  ei^revly  direct- 
ed <<  to  be  learned  of  all  youth,  next  after  the  litde  Caieebuau  appoynted 
**  in  the  Booke  of  Comaum  Prayer%"  But— besides  that  both  were  ori- 
ginally written  in  Latin,  and  translated  by  other  hand*— the  lesser^ 
thougn  declared  to  be  an  abridgment  of  the  greater,  was  at  least  twenty 
times  longer  than  that  in  the  Common  Prayer  Book*  And  whereat 
Walton  says,  that  in  the  refrrmatiM  of  Elimitib^  the  then  Parliament 
enjoined  Nowel  to  make  a  CaUtbhm^  t^e.  and  that  he  made  that  which 
is  printed  in  our  old  Serviee-hook  s  the  catechism  in  question  is' to  be  found 
in  both  the  LiturHee  of  £dw,  VL  (the  first  whereof  was  set  forth  in  1549,) 
and  also  in  his  Primer^  printed  m  155S;  and  Nowel  is  not  enumerttol 
among  the  compilers  of  the  Serviee^-BooM.  Further,  both  the  CaUehistme  of 
Nowd  contain  the  doctrine  of  the  sacraments;  but  that  in  the  old  Serw^ 
ieoi  is  silent  on  that  head,  and  so  continued,  till,  upon  an  objection  of 
the  puritans  in  the  conference  at  Hampton  Court,  an  explanation  of  th« 
•acraments  wab  drawn  up  by  Dr.  John  Overall,  and  pnnted  in  the  next 
impression  of  the  Book  of  Cmmmom  Prayer.  It  may  further  be  remarked, 
that  in  the  conference  above-mentioned,  the  two  Caieehuwu  are  contra^ 
distinguidied,  in  an  expression  of  .Dr.  Reynolds;  who  objected,  That 
the  Catecbum  in  the  Common  Prayer  Book  was  too  brirf:  and  that 
by  Dean  Nowel,  too  long  for  novices  to  learn  by  heart.  Vide  Ful]er*a 
Cb.  Hist,  book  X.  page  14. 

So  much  of  V^aiton's  assertion  as  respecU  the  sanction  given  to  a  ca- 
lechism  of  Nowel's  is  true :  but  it  was  the  larger  catechism— dravni  up  at 
the  request  of  secretary  Cecil,  and  other  great  persons— that  vras  so  ap- 
proved, and  that  not  by  parliament,  but  by  a  convocation  heldoiMs  ISSS^ 
temp.  £lix.     Vide  Strype's  Life  of  ArebbUbop  Parker^  208. 

From  all  which  particulars  it  must  be  inferred,  that  Walton's  assertion, 
with  respect  to  the  Cateebum  in  the  Serviee^Bvok^  u  e.  the  Book  of  Cmmm 
Prayer,  is  a  misUke;  and  although  Strype,  in  his  MemwriaU^  Vol  H.  pagt 
422,  concludes  a  catechism  of  l«n>wel'8  (mentioned  in  the  said  book,  page 
368,  (5*  M  lo€.  cit.)  to  be  the  church  Catubum  jwud^  •nSmeHrUyf  ^M  mr 
€9mmm  Prayer^  he  also  n&iut  have  misufideritood  the  &c^ 
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him,)  to  beslowatenth  partof  his  revenue,  and  usaally 
all  his  fish,  amongst  the  poor  that  inhabited  near  to 
those  rivers  in  vhich  it  Yfas  caught;  saving  oflen, 
**  That  charity  gave  life  to  religion/*  And,  at  his 
return  to  his  house,  'would  praise  God  he  had  spent 
that  day  free  from  worldly  trouble ;  both  harmlessly, 
and  in  a  recreation  that  became  a  churchman.  And 
this  good  man  was  well  content,  if  not  desirous, 
that  posterity  should  know  he  was  an  Angler;  as 
may  appear  bjr  his  picture,  now  to  be  seen,  and 
careful Iv  kept,  in  Brazen-nose  College;  to  which  he 
was  a  liberal  benefactor.  In  which  picture  he  is  drawn, 
-r-Leaning  on  a  desk ;  with  his  Bible  before  him  ; 
and  on  one  hand  of  him,  his  lines,  hooks,  and  other 
tackling,  lying  in  a  round ;  and,  on  his  other 
hand,  are  his  Angle-rods  of  several  sorts*,  and 
by  them  this  is  written,  <<That  he  died  13  Feb.  1601, 
^<  being  aged  95  years,  44  of  which  he  had  been  dean 
^^  of  St,  ranVs  church ;  and  that  his  age  neither  im- 
'^  paired  his  hearing,  nor  dimmed  hh  eyes,  norweaken« 
^^  ed  his  memory,  nor  made  any  of  the  faculties  of  his 
*^  mind  weak  or  useless.^'  It  is  said  that  Angling  and 
temperance  were  great  canses  of  these  blessings.  And 
I  wish  the  like  to  all  that  imitate  him,  and  love  th» 
memory  of  so  ^ood  a  man. 

My  next  and  last  example  shall  be  that  undervalner 
of  money,  the  late  provost  of  Eton  College,  Sir  Henry 
WotUm  f :  a  man  with  whom  I  have  often  fished  and 

*  FiUIer,  in  his  Worthily  {Lamuuhlre^  page  1 15»)  has  thougbt  it  wDith  re- 
c<irdiDg,  of  this  pions  and  learned  divine-r*«nd  that  in  language,  so  -very 
ooaint  as  to  he  hut  just  intellinhle — ^That  he  was  accustomed  to  fish  in  the 
names  ;  and  haring  one  day  left  his  bottle  of  ale  in  the  grass,  on  the  hank 
of  the  riTer,  he  found  it  soihe  days  after,  no  hott/e  iut  agum^  tttcb  tb*  sptmd 
mt  the  opening  thereof  .  And  hence,  with  what  de^ee  <tt  sagacity  let  the 
reader  determine,  he  seema  to  derive  the  original  of  bottled  ale  in 
England.  Could  he  have  shewn  that  the  bottle  was  of  leather,  it  is  odds  hut 
he  had  attributed  to  him  the  invention  of  that  noble  vehicle,  and  made 

•  hit  sovl  in  heaven  to  dwell. 


For  first  devising  the  leathern  bottel ; 


As,  in  a.  fit  of  maudlin  devotion,  sings  the  author  of  a  hvoOMOroni  and  weS 
^own  old  ballad* 
f  Of  whom  tee  ao  acconat  in  the  Life.efWaHon* 
u  3 
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convened;  a  man  whose  foreign  emplo^ents  in  the 
service  of  this  nation— >and  whose  experience,  learning, 
wit,  aadcheerfulness — made  his  company  to  be  ester*med 
one  of  the  delights  of  mankind.  This  man,  whose  very 
approbation  of  Angling  were  sufficient  to  convince  any 
modest  censurer  of  it ;  this  man  was,  also,  a  most  dear 
lover,  and  a  freauent  practiser  of  the  art  of  Angling ;  of 
which  he  woula  say,  "  It  was  an  employment  for  bis 
^*  idle  time,  which  was  not  then  idly  spent  ;•'  for 
Angling  was,  after  tedious  study,  ^^  a  rest  to  his  mind, 
^^  a  cheerer  of  his  spirits,  a  divcrter  of  sadness,  a  calmer 
^^  of  unquiet  thoughts,  a  moderator  of  passions,  a  pro- 
^^  curer  of  contentedness ;"  and  ^^  that  it  begat  habits  of 
*'  peace  and  patience  in  those  that  professm  and  prac« 
^^  tised  it.  Indeed,  my  friend,  you  will  find  Angling 
to  be  like  the  virtue  of  humility ;  which  has  a  calmness 
of  spirit,  and  a  world  of  other  blessings  attending  upon 
it.    Sir,  this  was  the  saying  of  that  learned  man. 

And  I  do  easily  believe,  that  peace  and  patience,  and 
n  calm  content  did  cohabit  in  the  cheerful  heart  of  Sir 
Henry  Wotton ;  because  I  know  that,  when  he  was  be- 
yond seveofy  years  of  age,  he  made  this  description  of 
a  part  of  the  present  pleasure  that  possessed  himj  as  he 
#at  quietly,  in  a  summer's  evening,  on  a  bank-a  fishing. 
It  is  a  description  of  the  sprint;  which,  because  it 
elided  as  soft  and  sweetly  from  his  pen,  as  that  river 
ooes,  at  this  time,  by  which  it  was  then  made,  I  shall 
xepeat  it  unto  you ; 

Thii  daj  dame  Natare  setm'd  in  love. 

The  liistjiap  be^aa  to  move  I 

Frencli  jaioe  did  stir  th'  embracing  Yiaet ; 

And  birds  had  drawn  their  Yalentines. 

The  jealons  Troat*  that  low  did  lie, 

Roie  at  a  weU-dissembled  flie ; 

There,  stood  mj  friend,  with  patient  skill. 

Attending:  of  his  trembling:  quill. 

Already  were  the  eaves  possest 

With  the  swift  Pi]|jim*s  •  danbed  neit  i 

The  {proves  already  did  rejoice, 

la  Philomcrt  triamphtag  voice, 

•  The  Swallow. 
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The  ihowen  were  ilunly  th«  weallier  mild. 
The  vorauv  fresh,  the  ewtmog  Miurd. 

Joan  takes  her  neat-nibb'd  pail  i  and,  now^ 
She  trips  to  milk  the  saad-red  Cow» — 
Where»  for  some  staidj  fopt-ball  twaiii» 
Joaa  strokes  a  sjrllahnb  oriwain« 
The  fields  aod  g^aideos  were  beset 
.WithTalipe,  Croons,  Violet: 
Ai^  aoW|  though  late»  the  mbdest  Rtitf 
Did  more  than  half  a  hlush  disclose.   , 

Thus  all  looks  gaj,  and  fiill  of  cheer* 

To  welcome  the  new  liveryM  jear. 

These  irem  the  thou^kts  that  then  possessed  the  un- 
disturbal  mind  of  Sir  Henry  Wolton«  Will  tou  h^r 
the  wish  of  another  Angler,  and  the  commendation  of 
his  happy  life,  which  ne  abo  sings  in  rerse ;  vi%.  Jo , 
Dayors^  Esq. 

Let  me  Ii?e  harmlefslj  i  and  near  the  brink 

Of  Trent  or  Aron  hare  a  dwelling-place, — 
Where  I  maj  see  mj  qoill,  or  cork,  down  sink 

With  eager  bite  of  Perob,  or  Bleak,  or  Dacei 
And  on  the  world  and  my  Creator  think : 
'  Whilst  some  men  striTe  ill-gotten  goods  t*  embrace  i 
And  others  spend  their  time  in  base  excess 
Of  wine, — or,  worse,  in  war  and  wantonness : 

Let  them  that  list,  these  pastimes  still  pursue, 
•    And  on  such  pleasing  fancies  feed  their  All  s— - 
So  I  the  Fields  and  Meadows  green  may  view. 

And  daily  bj  fresh  Rirers  walk  at  will. 
Among  the  Daisies  and  the  Violets  blue. 

Red  Hjracinth,  and  jellow  Daffodil^ 
Purple  Narcissus  like  the  morning  rays. 
Pale  Gander-grasB,  and  azure  Culver-kejes :— * 

I  ooont'  it  higher  pleasure,  To  behold 

The  stately  compass  of  the  lofty  sky  i 
And  in  the  midst  thereof,  like  burning  gold. 

The  IhmiiBg  chariot  of  the  world's  great  ey»f 
The  watiy  clouds,  that  in  the  air  up-voll'd. 

With  andry  kinds  of  painted  colours  ily» 
Hi  • 
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And  fair  Anrora,  lifting  n^  her  bead. 

Still  blotbiiig,  rife  flrom  old  Tithomti*  bed  | 

The  hilU  and  monotaim  raised  from  the  plaint  i 
The  plaint  extended,  level  with  the  gronnd  i 

The  grounds,  dirided  into  sundr  j  veins  ; 

The  veins,  iaclot*d  with  riven  ruoniog  roond ; 

These  rivers,  making  waj  through  natnre's  chains, 
With  beadloDg  course  into  the  sea  profoond  i 

The  raging  sea,  beneath  the  vallies  low. 

Where  lakes  and  rills  and  rivnlets  do  flow  9 

The  loftj  woods, — ^the  forests  wide  and  loDg»— *• 

AdomM  with  leaves,  and  branches  fresh  and  green,— > 

In  whose  cool  bowers  the  birds  with  manj  a  song, 
Do  welcome  with  t|ieir  qnire  the  summer's  Queen  i 

^he  meadows  fair,  where  Flora's  gifts,  among. 
Are  intemuzt,jRrith  verdant  grass  between; 

The  silver-scaled  fish  that  softljr  swim 

Within  the  sweet  brook's  ci^stal,  watrj  itr^am. 

All  these,  and  manj  more  of  His  creatiou 

That  made  the  heavens,  the  Angler  oft  doth  lee  f 

Taking  therein  no  little  delectation. 

To  think  how  strange,  how  wonderftil  thej  be  i 

Framing  thereof  an  inward  contemplation. 
To  set  bis  heart  from  other  fancies  free  1 

And  whilst  he  looks  on  these  with  jojihl  eje^ 

Hl;i  mipd  it  rapt  above  the  stanj  ikj. 

Sir,  I  am  glad  ray  memoiy  has  not  lost  these  last 
Terses,  becatise  they  are  somei^rhat  more  pleasant  and 
more  suitable  to  iua^-cfay/than  my  harsn  discourse. 
And  I  am  fflad  joiir  patience  hath  held  out  so  long^ 
as  to  hear  them  and  me ;  for  both  together  baye  brought 
us  within  the  si^ht  of  the  ThatcVd'house.  And  I 
must  be  vour  Debtor,  if  you  think  it  worth  jrour  at- 
tention, for  the  rest  of  ray  promised  discourse,  till  some 
other  opportunity^  and  a  like  time  of  leisure.  ' 

Ven.  Sir^ou  have  Angled  roe  on  with  much  plea- 
V  sure  to  the  iftaich^d-hause;  and  I  now  find  your 
^  iroids  true,   <<  That  good  company  makes  the  way 
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*^  seem  short  ;*'  for  trust  me,  Sir,  I  thought  we  had 
wanted  three  miles  of  this  house  till  you  showed  it 
to  me.  Bat  now  we  are  at  it,  we'll  turn  into  it,  and 
refresh  ourselves  with  a  cup  of  drink,  and  a  little  rest. 

Pise.  Most  gladly^  Sir,  and  we'll  drink  a  civil  cup 
to  all  the  Otter-huntern  that  are  to  meet  you  to- 
morrow. 

Ven.  That  we  will,  Sir^  and  to  all  the  Ipvers  of 
Angling  too,  of  which  numb^  I  am  now  willing  to  be 
one  myself;  for  bv  the  help  of  your  good  discourse 
and  company,  I  have  put  on  new  thoughts  both  of 
the  art  of  Angling,  and  of  all  that  profess  it.  And  if 
you  will  but  meet  me  to-morrow  at  the  time  and  place 
appointed;  and  bestow  one  day  with  me  and  my 
friends,  in  hunting  the  Otter; — I  will  d^icate  the 
nes^t  two  davs  to  wait  upon  you ;  and  we  two  will,  for 
that  time,  do  nothing  but  angle  and  talk  of  fish  and 
fishing. 

Pise.  It  is  a  match.  Sir,  I  will  not  fail  you,  God 
willing,  to  be  at  Amwett-hill  to-morrow  morning 
pefore  son-rismg. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Obsertations  of  (he  Otter  and  Chub. 

Venator. 

MY  friend  Piscatory  you  have  kept  time  "with  mj 
thoughts;  for  the  sun  is  just  rising,  and  I  myself  just 
BOW  come  to  this  place,  and  the  dogs  have  just  now 
put  down  an  Otter.  Look!  down  at  the  bottom  of 
ike  bill  there,  in  that  meadow,  chequered  with  Water- 
KUies  and  Lady-smocks;  there  you  may  see  what 
work  they  make;  look !  look !  you  may  see  all  busy ; 
Bien  and  dogs ;  dogs  and  men ;  all  busy. 

Pisa,  Sir,  I  am  right  glad  to  meet  you ;  and,'glad 
to  have  so  fair  an  entrance  into  this  day's  sport ;  and 
glad  to  see  so  many  dogS)  and  more  men  all  in  pursuit 
of  the  Otter.  Let  us  compliment  no  longer,  but  join 
unto  them.  Come,  honest  Venator!  let  us  be  gone^ 
let  us  make  haste ;  I  long  to  be  doing ;  no  reasonable 
hedge  or  ditch  shall  hold  me. 

ren*  Cientleman  Huntsman,  where  found  you  thii 
Otter? 

Hunt.  Marry,  Sir,  we  found  her  a  mile  from  this 
place  a-fishing.  She  has  this  morning  eaten  the 
greatest  part  of  this  Trout;  she  has  only  left  thus 
much  of  it  as  you  see,  and  was  fishing  for  more ;  when 
we  came  we  found  her  just  at  it :  but  we  were  here 
▼ery  early,  we  were  here  an  hour  before  sun-rise,  and 
hare  giren  her  no  rest  since  we  came ;  sure  she  will 
hardly  escape  all  these  dogs  and  men.  I  am  to  have 
the  skin  if  we  kill  her. 

Ven.    Why,  Sir,  what  is  the  skin  worth  ? 

Hunt.  It  is  worth  ten  shillings  to  make  gloves ;  the 
eloves  of  an  Otter  are  the  best  fortification  for  your 
hands  that  can  be  thought  on  against  wet  weather. 
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Pise.  I  pray,  honest  Huntsman,  let  me  adc  you 
a  pleasant  question ;  Do  you  hunt  a  beast  or  a  fish  ? 
.  Hunt.  Sir,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  resolve  you ;  I 
leave  it  to  be  resolved  by  the  college  of  Carthusiansj 
who  have  made  vows  never  to  eat  llesh.  But  I  have 
heard,  the  question  hath  been  debated  amon^  many 
great  clerks ;  and  they  seem  to  differ  about  it :  yet 
most  agree  that  her  tail  is  fish.  And  if  her  body  be 
fish  too,  then  I  may  say  that  a  fish  will  walk  upon 
land ;  for  an  Otter  does  sq,  sometimes,  five  or  six  or 
ten  miles  in  a  ni^ht,— to  catch,  for  her  young  ones^ 
or  to  glut  herself  with  fish*  And  I  can  tell  you  that 
Pigeons  will  fly  forty  miles  for  a  breakfast.  But,  Sir. 
I  am  sure  the  Otter  devours  much  fish ;  and  kills  aud 
spoils  much  mote  than  he  eats.  And  I  can  tell  you, 
that  this  dog^sher^  for  so  the  Latins  call  him,  can 
smell  a  fish  in  the  water  an  hundred  yards  from  him : 
Gesner  says  much  farther, — and  that  his  stones  are 
good  against  the  falling  sickness ;  and  that  there  is  ait 
Kerb  Senioney  which — ^being  hung  in  a  linen  cloth, 
near  a  fish-pond,  or  any  haunt  that  he  uses—makes 
hiia  to  avoid  ihe  place;  which  proves  he  smells  both 
by  water  and  land.  And  I  can  tell  you,  there  is  brave 
bunting  this  water-dog  in  Cornwall ;  where  there  have 
been  so  many,  that  our  learned  Camden  says,  there  ia 
a  river  called  Otter seiu  which  was  so  named,  by  reason 
4of  the  abundance  of  Otters  that  bred  and  fed  in  it. 

And  thus  much,  for  my  knowledge  of  tLe  Otter: 
which  you  may  now  see  above  water  at  vent,  and  the 
dogs  close  with  him ;  I  now  see  he  will  not  last  long. 
Follow  therefore,  my  masters,  follow ;  for  Sweetlips  wag 
like  to  have  him  at  this  last  vent. 

Ven.  Oh  me !  all  the  horse  are  got  over  the  river ; 
what  shall  we  do  now  ?  shall  we  fcnlow  them  over  the 
water? 

Hunt*  No,  Sir,  no ;  be  not  so  eager ;  stav  a  little, 
and  follow  me ;  for  both  they  and  the  dogs  will  be  sud- 
denly on  this  side  a^ain,  I  warrant  you,  and  the  Otter 
toQj  it  may  be.  Now  have  at  him  with  Killbuck,  for 
be  vents  again. 
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Ten.  Manr !  so  be  does ;  for,  look !  he  rents  in 
that  corner.  Now,  now,  Ringwood  has  him :  now, 
he  is  ^one  again ;  and  has  bit  the  poor  dog.  Now, 
Sweetlips  has  her ;  hold  her,  Sweetfips !  now  all  the 
dogs  have  her ;  some  above  and  some  under  water : 
but,  now,  now,  she  is  tired,  and  past  losing.  ~  Come 
bring  her  to  me,  Sweetlips.  Look !  it  is  a  Bitch-otter, 
and  she  has  lately  whelped.  Let's  goto  the  place  where 
she  was  put  down;  and,  not  far  from  it,  you  will  find 
all  her  young  ones,  I  dare  warrant  you,  and  kill  them 
lUl  too. 

Ifunt.  Come,  Gentlemen !  come,  all !  let's  go  io 
the  place  where  we  put  down  the  Otter.  Look  you  ! 
hereabout  it  was  that  she  kennelled  ;  look  you !  here  it 
was  indeed ;  for  here  is  her  young  ones,  no  less  than 
five :  come  let  us  kill  them  all. 

JPisc.  No :  I  pray,  Sir,  save  me  one ;  and  I'll  try  if 
I  can  make  her  tame,  as  1  know  an  ingenious  gentleman 
in  Leicestershire,  Mr.  Nich,  Seagrave,  has  done ;  who 
hath  not  only  made  her  tame,  but  to  catch  fish,  and  di( 
many  other  things  of  much  pleasure. 

liuni.  Take  one,  with  all  my  heart ;  but  let  us  kiH 
the  rest.  And  now  let's  to  to  an  honest  ale-house^ 
irbere  we  may  have  a  cup  of  good  barley  wine,  and  sing 
Old  Hose,  and  all  of  us  rejoice  together. 

Ven.  Come,  mv  friend  Piscalor^  let  me  invite  yon 
along  with  us.  rfi  6ear  your  charges  this  night ;  and 
you  shall  bear  mine  to-morrow,-^for  my  intention  is  to 
accompany  you  a  day  or  two  in  fishing. 

Pise.  Sir,  your  request  is  granted  ;  and  I  shall  be 
iright  glad,  both  to  exchange  such  a  courtesy,  and  also 
to  enjoy  your  company. 

Ven.    Well  now  let's  go  to  your  sjport  of  angling. 

P4sc.  Let's  be  going  with  all  my  heart  GoA.  keep 
you  all.  Gentlemen ;  and  send  you  meet.^  this  day,  with 
another  Bitch-otter,  and  kill  her  merrily,  and  all  her 
young  ones  too. 

Ven.    Now,  Piscator,  where  will  you  begin  to  fish  ? 

Pise.  We  are  not  yet  come  io  a  likely  place,  I 
must  walk  a  mile  further  yet  before  I  bi^iua 
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Ten.  Wellthen^Iprav:  Aswewalk»teUmefreeljy 
bow  do  you  like  your  lodging,  aad  mine  host  and  the 
oompany  ?   Is  not  mine  host  a  witty  man  ? 

Pise,  Sir,  I  will  tell  you,  presently,  what  I  think  of 
your  host :  but,  first,  I  will  tell  you,  I  am  glad  these 
Otters  were  killed ;  and  I  am  sorry  there  are  no  more 
Otter-killers ;  fori  know  that  the  want  of  Otter-killers, 
and  the  not  keeping  the  fence-months  for  the  presenra- 
tion  offish,  will,  in  time,  prove  the  destruction  of  all 
mers.  And  those  very  few  that  are  left,  that  make 
conscience  of  the  laws  of  the  nation,  and  of  keeping 
days  of  abstinence,  will  b^  forced  io  eat  flesh,  or  suffer 
more  inconveniences  than  aire  yet  foreseen. 

Ven.  Why^  Sir,  what  be  those  that  you  call  the 
fence-months .« 

Pise.  Sir,  they  be  principally  three,  namely,  March^ 
April  and  if  ay  ;  for  these  be  the  usual  months  that 
Salmon  come  out  of  the  sea*  to  spawn,  in  most  fresh 
rivos.  And  their  fry  would,  about  a  certain  time, 
return  back  to  the  salt-water^— if  tbey^  were  not  hin- 
dered by  wires  and  unlawful  gins,  which  the  greedy 
fishermen  set ;  and,  so,  destroy  them  by  thousands,  aa 
they  [(he  fry]  would,  being  so  taught  by  nature, 
change  the  fresn  for  salt  water.  He  that  shall  view  Uie 
'mscStalutes  made  in  the  13th  of  Edward  L  and  the 
like  in  Richard  III.  may  see  several  provisions,  made 
against  thedestruction  of  fish  :  and  though  I  profess  no 
knowledge  of  the  law,  yet  I  am  sure  the  regulation  of 
these  defects  might  be  easily  mended .  But  I  remember 
that  a  wise  friend  of  mine  did  usually,  say,  «*  That 
which  is  everv  body's  business  is  no  body's  business:" 
—if  it  were  otherwise,  there  could  not  be  so  many  nets, 
and  fish,  that  are  under  the  statute-size,  sold  daily 
amongst  us ;  and  of  which  the  conservators  of  the  waters 
should  be  asham^*. 


*  About  die  year  1770— upon  the^ial  of  an  in<iictmeDt,  before  me,  at 
HAcks'tHatt— «  basket  was  produced  in  evidence,  containing  floundera 
tbat  had  been  talien  with  nnlawful  neU  in  the  river  Thames,  so  smaU 
that  acane  apy  one  tf  them  would  cover  a  half  crown-piece.    The  in- 
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Bat,  above  all,  the  taking  fish  in  8pawiiing4iine,  may 
be  said  to  be  against  nature ;  it  is  like  the  taking  the 
dam  on  the  nest  when  she  hatches  her  young, — a  sin  so 
against  nature,  that  Almighty  God  hath  in  the  LevUical 
law  made  a  law  agkinst  it. 

But  the  poor  fish  have  enemies  enough  beside  such 
unnatural  fishermen  ;  as  namely,  the  Otters  that  I  spake 
of  J  the  Cormorant,  the  Bittern,  the  Ospray,  the  Sea- 

SiU,  the  Hem,  the  King-fisher,  the  Gorara,  the  Puet, 
e  Swan,  Goose,  Duck,  and  the  Crabcr  which  some  call 
the  Water-rat :  against  all  which  any  honest  man 
may  make  a  just  quarrel,— 4)ut  I  will  not;  I  will 
leave  them  to  be  quarrelled  with,  and  killecl  by  others  ; 
for  I  am  not  of  a  cruel  nature,  I  love  to  kill  nothing  but 
fish. 

And,  npwt  to  your  question*  concerning  your  host : 
To  speak  truly,  he  is  not  to  me  a  good  companion; 
for  most  of  his  conceits  were  either  scripture  jests,-— or, 
lascivious  jests, — ^for  which  I  count  no  man  witty ;  for 
the  devil  will  help  a  man  that  way  inclined,  to  the 
first ;  and  his  own  corrupt  nature,  which  he  always 
carries  with  him,  to  the  latter.  But  a  companion  that 
jEeasts  the  company  with  wit  and  mirth,  and  leaves  out 
the  sin  which  is  usually  mixed  with  them,  he  is  the 
man ;  and  indeed  such  a  companion  shoukd  have  his 
charges  borne ;  and  to  such  company  I  hope  to  bring 
you  this  night ;  for  at  Trout-hally  not  far  from  this 
place,  where  I  purpose  to  lodge  to-night,  there  is 
usually  an  Angler  that  proves  good  company.  And 
let  me  tell  you,  good  company  and  good  discourse  are 
the  very  sinews  of  virtue.  But  for  such  discourse  as 
we  heard  last  night,  it  infects  others ;  the  very  boys 
will;  learn  to  talk  and  swear,  as  they  heard  mine  host, 
and  another  of  the  company  that  shall  be  nameless : — 
I  am  sorry  the  other  is  a  gentleman ;  for  less  religion 
will  not  save  their  souls  than  a  beggar's:    I  think 

dictment  waf ,  For  an  affray,  and  an  assault  oo  a  person  anthorized  to  setz6 
unstatutable  nets;  and  the  sentence  of  the  offender,  A  year's  imprisonment 
in  Newgate, 


CHAP*  n.  THE  COffPU^E  ANGLER*  ISI 

more  will  be  required  at  the  last  great  day.  Well ! 
you  know  what  example  is  able  to  do ;  and  1  know  what 
the  poet  says  in  the  like  case, — which  is  worthy  to  be 
noted  by  all  parents  and  people  of  civility  : 


many  a  one 
Owes  tb  fats  counirjf  his  religion  ; 
Apd  in  ANOTHER,  woald  as  s^onglj  (prow. 
Had  but  bis  none  or  mother  taug^ht  him  sOf 

This  is  reason  put  into  verse,  and  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  a  wise  man.  But  of  this  no  more;  for 
though  1  love  civility,  yet  1  hate  severe  censures,  I'll 
to  my  own  art ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  at  vonder  tree 
I  shall  catch  a  Chub  ;  and  then  we'll  turn  lo  an  honest 
cleanly  hostess,  that  I  know  right  well  j  rest  ourselves 
there ;  and  dress  it  for  our  dinner. 

Ven,  Oh,  Sir !  a  Chub  is  the  worst  fish  that  swims ; 
I  hoped  for  a  Trout  to  my  dinner. 

Pise,  Trust  me,  Sir,  there  is  not  a  likely  place 
for  a  Trout  hereabout ;  and  we  staid  so  long  to  take 
our  leave  of  your  huntsmen  this  morning,  that  the 
sun  is  got  so  high,  and  shines  so  clear,  that  I  will  not 
undertake  the  catching  of  a  Trout  till  evening.  And 
though  a  Chub  be,  by  you  and  many  others,  reckoned 
the  worst  of  fish;  yet  you  shall  see  I'll  make  it  a  good 
fish  by  dressing  it. 

Ven.     Why,  how  will  you  dress  him  ? 

Pise.  I'll  tell  you  by  and  by,  when  I  have  caught 
him.  Look  you  here,  Sir,  do  you  see  ?  (but  you  must 
stand  very  close,)  there  lie  upon  the  top  of  the  water, 
in  this  very  hole,  twenty  Chubs.  I'll  catch  only  one, 
and  that  shall  be  the  biggest  of  them  all :  and  that  I 
will  do  so,  I'll  hold  you  twenty  to  one :  and  you  shall 
see  it  done. 

Ven,  Ayj  marry !  Sir,  now  you  talk  like  an  artist; 
and  I'll  say  you  are  one,  when  I  shall  see  you  perform 
what  you  say  you  can  do :  but  I  yet  doubt  it. 

Pise.  You  shall  not  doubt  it  long ;  for  you  shall 
see  me  do  it  presently.  Look !  the  biggest  of  these 
C))i|bs  has  had  some  bruise  upon  his  tai^  by  a  Pike, 
ox  some  other  accident ;    and  that  looks  like  a  white 
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spot.  That  very  Chub  I  mean  to  pat  into  your 
hands  presently;  sit  you  but  down  in  the  shade ;  and 
stay  but  a  little  while ;  and,  Fll  warrant  you,  FU  brbg^ 
him  to  you. 

Ven.    I'll  sit  down ;   and  hope  well,  because  you 
seem  to  be  so  confident. 

Pise.    Look  you,  SiTi  there  is  a  trial  of  my  skill; 
there  he  is ; 


That  very  Chub,  that  I  showed  you,  with  the  white 
spot  on  his  tail.  And  I'll  be  as  certain,  to  make  him 
a  good  dish  of  meat,  as  I  was  to  catch  him;  I'll  now 
lead  you  to  an  honest  ale-house ;  where  we  shall  find  a 
cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the  windows,  and  twenty 
ballads  stuck  against  the  wall*.  There  my  hosted 
—which,  I  may  tell  you,  is  both  cleanly,  and  hand- 
some, and  civil — hath  dressed  many  a  one  for  me; 
and  shall  now  dress  it  after  my  fiishion;  and  I  warrant 
it  good  meat. 

Ven.  Come,  Sir,  with  all  m^  heart ;  for  I  begiii 
to  be  hungry,  and  long  to  be  at  it,  and  indeed  to  rest 
myself  too,-— tor  though  I  have  walked  but  four  miles 
this  morning,  yet  I  oegin  to  be  weary, — yesteiday's 
hunting  hangs  still  upon  me. 

*  A  very  homely,  artleis,  ind  yet  a  picturesque  scene :  ind  I  wish  the 
honest  angler  no  worK  entertiunsnent  than  numy  such  houses  as  this 
tfford. 


spot.  That  very  Chub  I  mean  to  pat  into  your 
hands  presently;  sit  you  but  down  in  the  shade ;  and 
stay  but  a  little  while ;  and^  Fll  warrant  you^  FU  bring 
him  to  you, 

Ven.    I'll  sit  down ;  and  hope  well,  because  you 
seem  to  be  so  confident. 

Pise.    Look  yoU|  Sir^  there  is  a  trial  of  my  skill ; 
there  he  is ; 
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That  very  Chub,  that  I  showed  you,  with  the  white 
spot  on  his  tail.  And  I'll  be  as  certain ,  to  make  him 
a  good  dish  of  meat,  as  I  was  to  catch  him;  I'll  now 
leM,  you  to  an  honest  ale-house ;  whore  we  shall  find  a 
cleanly  room,  lavender  in  the  windows,  and  twenty 
ballads  stuck  against  the  wall*.  There  my  hosted 
—which,  I  ma^  tell  you,  is  both  cleanly,  and  hand- 
some, and  civil — hath  dressed  many  a  one  for  me; 
and  shall  now  dress  it  after  my  fiishion;  and  I  warrant 
it  good  meat. 

yen.  Come,  Sir,  with  all  ray  heart ;  for  I  begiii 
to  be  hungry,  and  long  to  be  at  it,  and  indeed  to  rest 
myself  too, — tor  though  I  have  walked  but  four  miles 
this  morning,  yet  I  begin  to  be  weary, — yesterday's 
hunting  hangs  still  upon  me. 

*  A  very  homely,  artleis,  ind  yet  a  picturesque  scene :  ind  I  wish  the 
honest  angler  no  worse  entertunsnent  than  numy  such  houses  as  this 
tfford. 
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Pise.    Well,  Sir,  aad  you  shall  quickly  be  at  rest, 
foryonder  is  the  house  I  mean  to  bring  you  to. 
(5ome,  hostess!   how  do  you  do?    Will  you  first 

five  us  a  cup  of  your  best  drink ;  and  then  dress  this 
ihub,  as  you  dressed  my  last,  when  I  and  my  friend 
were  here  about  eight  or  ten  days  ago  ?  But  you  must 
do  me  one  courtesy;  it  must  be  done,  instantly. 

Host.  I  will  do  it,  Mr.  Piscaioi*^  and  with  all  the 
speed  I  can. 

Pise.  Now,  Sir,  has  not  my  hostess  made  haste? 
a^od  does  not  the  fish  look  lovely  ? 

Ven.  Both,  upon  my  word,  Siri  and  therefore  let^i 
lay  grace,  and  ftdl  to  eating  of  it. 

Pise.    Well,  Sir,  how  do  you  like  it  ? 

Ven.  Trust  me,  'tis  as  good  meat  as  I  ever  tasted. 
Now  let  me  thank  you  for  it ;  drink  to  you;  and  beg  a 
courtesy  of  you,-Hbut  it  must  not  be  denied  me. 

Pise.  What  is  it,  I  pray,  Sir  ?  You  are  so  modest, 
that  inethinks  I  may  promise  to  grant  it,  before  it  is 
asked. 

Ven.  Why,  Sir,  it  is,  That  from  henceforth  you 
would  allow  me  to  call  yon  master,  and  that  really 
I  may  be  yonr  scholar :  for  you  are  such  a  companion, 
and  have  so  quickly  caught,  and  so  excellentlT  cooked 
this  fish,  as  makes  me  ambitious  to  be  your  scholar. 

Pise.  Give  me  your  hand.  From  this  tim^  forward 
I  will  be  your  master,  and  teach  you  as  much  of  this 
art  as  I  am  able ;  and  will,  as  you  desire  me,  tell  you 
somewhat  of  the  nature  of  most  of  the  fish  that  we  are 
to  angle  for,  and  I  am  sure  I  both  can  and  ^ill  tell 
jroU)  more  than  any  common  angler  yet  knows. 
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ffow  to  fish  for^  and  to  dress  the  Cuavenoer^  of 
Chub. 

PlSCATOB. 

THE  Chub  though  he  eat  well,  thus  dressed;  ^et  as 
he  is  usually  dre^sm,  he  does  not.  He  is  objected 
a^inst,  not  onlj  for  being  full  of  small  forked  bones, 
dispersed  through  all  h  is  body,  but  that  he  eat»  walerisb^ 
and  that  the  flesh  of  him  is  not  firm,  but  short  and 
tasteless.  The  French  esteem  him  so  mean,  as  to  call 
him  Un  Villain.  Nevertheless,  he  may  be  so  dressed, 
as  to  make  him  very  good  meat;  as  namely,  if  he  be 
a  large  Chub,  then  dress  him  thus : 

First,  scale  him ;  and  then  wash  him  clean ;  and 
then  take  out  his  guts, — and  to  that  end  make  the 
hole  as  little,  and  near  to  his  gills,  as  you  may  convc* 
niently.  And,  especially,  msJce  clean  his  throat  from 
the  grass  and  weeds  that  are  usually  in  it ;  for  if  that 
be  not  very  clean,  it  will  make  him  to  taste  yer^ 
6our.  Haying  so  done,  put  some  sweet  herbs  info  his 
belly ;  and  then  tie  him  with  two  or  three  splinters 
to  a  spit ;  and  roast  him,  basted  often  with  yinep;ar, 
or  rather  yeijuioe  and  butter,  and  with  good  store  ofsalt 
mixed  with  it. 

Being  thus  dressed,  you  will  find  him  a  much 
better  dish  of  meat  than  you,  or  most  folk,  eyen  than 
anglers  themselves  do  imagine.  For  this  dries  up  the 
fluid  watery  humour  with  which  all  Chubs  do  abound. 

But  take  this  rule  with  you.  That  a  Chub  newly 
taken  and  newly  dressed,  is  so  much  better  than  a 
Chub  of  a  day's  keeping  after  he  is  dead,  that  I  can 
compare  him-— to  nothing  so  fitly  as— to  cherries 
newly  gathered  from  a  tree,  aud  others  that  have 
been  bruised  and  lain  a  day  or  two  in  water.  But 
the  Chub  being  thus  used;  and  dressed  presently; 
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dnd  not  wasted  after  he  is  golted— for  note,  That 
lying  long  in  water,  and  washing  the  blood  out  of  any 
Bsb  after  they  be  ffutted,  abates  much  of  their  sweetness — 
yon  wiH  find  the  Chub,  (being  dressed  in  the  blood, 
and  qaickly).  to  be  such  meat  as  will  recompense  your 
kbour,  and  disabuse  your  opinion. 
•  Or  you  may  dress  the  Chayender  or  Chub  thus : 

When  you  have  scaled  him,  and  cut  off  his  tail 
and  fins,  and  washed  him  very  clean  ;-«-then  chine  or 
alit  him  through  the  middle,  as  a  salt-fish  is  usually  cut ; 
then  give  him  three  or  four  cuts  or  scotches  on  the  back 
with  your  knife.  And  broil  him  on  charcoal,  or  wood 
coal,  that  are  free  from  smoke.  And  all  the  time  he  is 
a  broiling,  baste  him  with  the  best  sweet  butter,  and 
good  store  of  salt  mixed  with  it.  And  to  this, 
add  a  little  thyme  cut  Acceding  small,  or  bruised  into 
the  batter.  The  Cheven  thus  dressed ;  hath  the  watery 
^te  taken  away ,  for  which  so  many  except  against  him. 
Thus  was  the  Cheven  dressed  that  you  now  liked  so 
well,  and  commended  so  much .  But  note  again,  that  if 
this  Chub  that  you  eat  of,  had  been  kept  till  to-mor- 
row, he  had  not  been  worth  a  rush.  Aha  remember,-— 
that  his  throat  be  washed  ver  v  clean,  I  say  very  clean,-— 
and  his  body  not  washed  after  he  is  gutted,  as  indeed 
BO  fish  should  be. 

Well,  scholar,  you  see  what  pains  I  have  taken  tore- 
cover  the  lost  credit  of  the  poor  despised  Chub.  And 
now  I  will  give  you  some  rules  how  to  catch  him' :  And 
I  am  glad  to  enter  you  into  the  art  of  fishing  by  catch- 
ing a  Chub ;  for  there  is  no  fisli  better  to  enter  a  youn^ 
angler,— hef  is  so  easily  caught,  but  then  it  must  be  this 
particular  way* 

Go  to  the  same  hole  in  which  I  caught  my  Chub ; 
where,  in  most  hot  days,  jrou  wUI  find  a  dozen  or  twenty 
Chevens  floating  near  the  top  of  the  water.  Get  two  or 
Ihiee  grashoppers  as  you  go  over  the  meadow :  And  get 
■tiecretfy  behind  the  tree,  and  stand  as  free  from  motion 
as  is  possible.  Then  put  a  grashopper  on  your  hook ; 
md  let  yoiit  hook  hang  a  quarter  of  a  yard  short  of  the 
water^  to  which  end  you  must  rest  your  rod  on  sonhe 
%ougli  of  the  tree,     tfut  it  is  likely  the  Chubs  will  sink 
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down  towards  the  bottcftn  of  the  water,  at  the  first  shadow 
of  your  rod  ;  for  the  Chub  is  the  fearfullest  of  fishes  ; 
and  will  do  so  if  but  a  bird  flies  over  him,  and  makes  the 
least  shadow  on  the  waters  But  they  will  presently  rise 
up  to  the  top  aeain,  and  there  lie  soaring  till  some  sha« 
dow  afiri^hts  them  asain,  I  say,  when  they  lie  upoo 
the  top  of  the  water,  look  out  the  best  Chub ;  which  you, 
setting  yourself  in  a  fit  place,  may  very  easily  see ;  and 
move  your  rod,  as  softly  as  a  snail  moves,  to  that  Chub 
you  intend  to  catch  ;  let  your  bait  fall  gently  upon  the 
water  three  or  four  inches  before  him,  and  he  will  infal- 
libly take  the  bait.  And  you  will  be  as  sure  to  catch 
him ;  for  he  is  one  of  the  leather-mouthed  fishes,  of 
which  a  hook  does  scarce  ever  lose  its  hold,-— and 
therefore  give  him  play  enough  before  you  offer  to  take 
him  out  of  the  water.  Go  your  way  presently ;' take 
my  rod,  and  do  as  I  bid  you  ;  and  i  will  sit  down  and 
mend  my  tackling  till  you  return  liack. 

Ven.  Truly,  my  loving  master,  you  have  o&red 
me  as  fair  as  I  could  wish.  V\l  go  and  observe  your 
directions. 

Look  you,  master,  what  I  have  done!  that  which 
joys  my  heart,  caught  just  such  another  Chqb  as  youry 
was. 

Pise.  Marry !  and  I  am  glad  of  it :  I  am  like  tp 
have  a  towardly  scholar  of  you.  I  now  see,  that  with 
advice  and  practice,  you  will  make  an  angler  in  a  shorf 
time.     Have  but  a  love  to  it ;  and  I'll  warrant  you. 

Ven.  But,  masteir !  what  if  I  could  no^  have  found 
a  grashopper  ? 

Pi$c»  Then  I  may  tell  you^  That  a  black  snail,  with 
his  belly  slit,  to  shew  his  white ;  or  a  pieqe  of  soft  cheese ; 
will  usually  do  as  well.  Nay,  sometimes  a  worm  ;  or 
any  kind  of  fly,  as  the  ant-fly,  the  flesh-fly,  or  wall-fly  ; 
or  the  dor  or  beetle,  which  you  may  find  under  cow- 
dun^  ;  or  a  bob,  which  you  will  find  in  the  same  place^ 
and  m  time  will  be  a  beetle, — it  is  a  short  white  worm^ 
like  to  and  bigger  than  a  gentle  ;  or  a  cod-worm ;  or  a 
case-worm ;  any  of  these  will  do  very  well  to  fish  in  suc^ 
a  manner. 

And  after  this  manner  you  may  catch  a  Tr^ut^  in  a 
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hot  evening :  When,  as  yod  walk  by  a  brook,  and  shall 
see  or  hear  him  leap  at  flies ;  then,  if  you  get  a  grashop* 
per,  put  it  on  your  nook,  with  ymur  line  about  two  yards 
loB^ ;  «tainding  behind  a  bush  or  tree  where  his  hole  is. 
And  make  your  bait  stir  up  and  down  on  the  top  of  {he 
water.  You  may,  if  vou  stand  close,  be  sure  of  a  bite ;' 
but'  not  sure  to  catch  him, — for  he  is  not  a  leather- 
mouthed  fish.  And  after  this  manner  you  may  fish  for 
him  with  almost  any  kind  of  live  fly,  but  especially  with 
a  grashopper. 

Ven.  but  before  you  go  further,  I  pray,  good  mas- 
ter, what  mean  you  by  a  kather-mouthed  fish  ? 

Phc.  By  a  leather-mouthed  fish,  I  mean  such  as 
have  their  teeth  in  their  throat,  as  the  Chub  or  Cheven ; 
and  so  the  Barbel,  the  Gudgeon,  and  Carp,  and  divers 
otheM  ho  v«.  And  the  hook  being  stuck  into  the  leather, 
or  skin,  of  the  mouth  of  such  fish ;  does  very  seldom  or 
never  lose  its  hold  :  but  on  the  contrary,  a  Pike,  a 
Pearch,  or  Trout,  and  so  some  other  fish,  which  have 
not  their  teeth  in  their  throats,  but  in  their  mouths ; 
which  you  shall  observe  to  be  very  full  of  bones,  and 
die  skin  very  thin,  and  little  of  it ;  I  say,  of  these  fish 
the  hook  never  takes  %o  sure  hold,  but  you  often  lose 
your  fish,  unless  he  have  gorged  it. 

Ven.   I  thank  you,  good  master,  for  this  observation. 
Bat  now,  what  shall  be  done  with  my  Chub  or  Cheven ' 
that  I  have  caught. 

.  Pise.  Marry  !  Sir,  it  shall  be  given  away  to  some 
poor  body  ;  for  {'U  warrant  you  I'll  ^ive  you  a  Trout 
for  your  supper  :  and  it  is  a  good  begmiiing  of  your  art  - 
to  offer  your  first  fruits  to  the  poor,  who  will  both 
thank  you  and  Grod  for  it,  which  I  see  by  your  silence 
you  seem  to  consent  to.  And  for  your  willingness  to 
part  with  it  so  charitably,  I  will  also  teisu^h  more  con- 
cerning Chub-fishing :  You  are  U^  note,  that  in  March 
and  April  he  is  usually  taken  with  worms ;  Ir  Mny^ 
June,  and  Jufy^  he  will  bite  at  any  fly,— -or  at  cherries^ 
-^-or  at  beetles  with  their  legs  and  wings  cut  off,— or  at 
anjr  kind  of  snail,— <>r  at  the  black  bee,  that  breeds  in 
claj  walls.    And  he  never  refuses  a  gra&hopper,  on 
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the  top  of  a  swift  stream  * ;  nor,  at  the  bottom^  the 
yooii^  humbk  bee  that  breeds  in  long  grass*  and  is  or* 
fliiiarilj  found  by  the  mower  of  it.  in  Augusiy  and  in 
the  copier  months ;  a  yellow  paste,  made  of  the  strong* 
^t  fsbeese,  and  pounded  in  a  mortar,  with  a  little  but« 
ter,*-^and  saffron,  so  much  of  it  as  being  beaten  small, 
wUl  turn  it  ta  a  lemon  colour*  And  some  make  a  paste, 
fi>r  the  wiatnr  months-*-at  which  time  the  Chub  is  ac« 
qonnted.  best ;  foe  then  it  is  observe,  that  the  forked 
bones  are  lost,  or  turned  into  a  kind  of  gristle,  especially 
if  be  be  baked — of  cheese  and  turpentine.  He  will  bite 
also  at  a  minnow,  or  penk ;  as  a  Trout  will  i  of  which  I 
diall  tell  you  more  hereafter,  and  of  dirers  other  baits. 
But  take  this  for  a  rule,  That,  in  hot  weather,  he  is  to  be 
4sh^  for  towards  the  mid«water,  or  near  tbe  top ;  and 
in  colder  weathev»  nearer  the  bottom.  And  if  you  fish 
fi^X  him  on  .the  top,  with  a  beetle,  or  any  fly ;  then,  be 
sure  to  let  vour  liae  be  very  long,  and  to  keep  out  of 
sight.  And  having  told  you,  that  bis  spawn  is  exceU 
lent  meat,->-«ud  that  the  head  of  a  large  Cheven,  tbe 
throat  being  well  washed,  is  the  best  part  of  him,— <•! 
will  say  no  more  of  this  fish  at.  the  present,  but  wish 
you  mav  catch  the  next  you  fish  Ibr. 

But,  lest  you  may  judge  me  too  nice  in  urging  to  have 
the  Chub  dossed  so  presently  after  he  ia  token,  I  will 
comiqend  to  your  oonsAdeiation  how  cudoua  former 
times  have  been  in  the  like  kind, 
.  You  shall  lead  in  Seneoa's  Natural  Questions,  lAb^ 
III,  CVip,  17,  that  the  an^ents  were  so  cariotti  in  tiie 
newness  of  tlueii  fish,  that  that  seemed  not  new  eoouffh 
that  was  not  put  alive  into  the  guest's  hand.  And  he 
says,  that  io  that  end  they  did  usuali;y  keep  them  living 
iiy  gUsspbottles  in  theic  dining-romvs ;  and  they  did 
glory  much,  in  their  entertaining  of  friends^  to  have  that 
Ssh  takenfrom  under  Iheur  table  aUvethat  was  instant^ 
to  be  fed^upQtt*    And  be  sa^^  they  took  great  pLsasuce 

*  In  tho  Tlomtt,  whowe  Riduaond,  th*b«tt  w«y  ofoMn^  tlnQ  flnu|iQ|b 
per  for  Chub,  U  to  fiah  with  k  «s  with  99  axtificial  fly ;  the  firet  joiBts  o{ 
the  le^mwt  be  pinched  off:  aQdin  this  way—when  the  wec4  it  rotten, 
w^ifi^  ii.iriii9«.tiU  ^4^lfl*^ir-^dl»IU8e«i  PAc«a^ 
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to  see  their  Mullets  change  to  sevend  colours^  when  they 
were  dying.  But  enough  of  this  ;  for  I  doubt  I  have 
staid  too  long  from  giving  you  some  Observations  of  the 
Trout,  and  how  to  fish  for  him, — which  shall  take  up 
the  next  of  my  spare  time  *. 

*  The  hannts  of  the  Chub  are  streams  shaded  with  trees :  in  summer, 
deep  holel, — ^where  they  will  sometimes  float  near  the  torbce  of  the  wa- 
ter ;  and  under  the  boughs,  on  the  side  of  a  bahk. 

Their  spawning-time  is  towards  the  beffinning  of  April :  they  are  in 
season  from  about  the  middlb  of  May,  tul  the  middle  of  February ;  but 
are  bast  in  winter. 

At  mid- water,  and  atbottom^^ute  a  float ;  at  top^-either  dib,  or,  if 
yoB  have  room»  use  the  fly-line  as  for  Trout. 

They  are  so  eager  in  biting,  that,  when  they  take  the  bait,  yon  may 
hear  their  jaws  chop  like  those  of  a  dog. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Observations  of  the  Nature  and  Breeding  of  the 
Trout,  and  how  to  fshfor  him.  AndtheMWc- 
maid's  Song. 

PiSCATOR. 

THE  Trout  is  a  fish  highly  valued,  both  in  tbis  and 
foreign  nations.  He  may  be  justly  said,  as  the  old , 
poet  said  of  wine,  and  we  Enghsh  say  of  yenison,  to  be 
a  generous  fish :  a  fish  that  is  so  like  the  buck,  that  he 
also  has  his  seasons ;  for  it  is  observed,  that  he  comes  in 
and  goes  out  of  season  with  the  stag  and  buck.  Gesner 
says,  his  name  is  of  a  German  o&pring ;  and  he  says 
he  is  a  fish  that  ^ds  clean  and  purely,  in  the  swiftest 
streams,  and  on  the  hardest  gravel ;  and  that  he  may 
justly  contend  with  all  fresh-water  fish,  as  the  Mullet 
may  with  all  ssa-fish,  for  precedency  and  daintiness  of 
taste ;  and  that  being  in  ri^ht  season^^  the  most  dainty 
palates  have  allowed  precedency  to  him. 

And  before  I  go  &rther  into  my  discourse, — let  me 
tell  you,  that  you  are  to  observe,  that  as  there  be  some 
barren  Does  that  are  good  in  summer,  so  there  be  some 
barren  IVouts  that  are  good  in  winter ;  but  there  are  not 
many  that  are  so ;  for  usually  they  be  in  their  perfection 
in  themo^^tluof  May,  and  decline  with  the  buck.  Now 
^ou  are  to  take  notice,  That  in  several  countries — as 
m  Germany,  and  in  other  parts — compared  to  ours, 
fish  do  differ  much  in  their  bigness  and  shape,  and 
other  ways  ;  and  so  do  Trouts.  It  is  well  known,  that 
in  the  lake  Leman,  the  Lake  of  Greneva,  there  are  Trouts 
taken  of  three  cubits  long ;  as  is  affirmed  by  Gesner,  a 
writer  of  good  credit:  And  Mercator^  says,  the  Trouts 

*  Gerard  Mercatort  of  Rnremend  in  Flanden,  a  man  of  so  intense  appli* 
cation  to  mathematical  studies,  that  he  neglected  the  necessary  refresfa- 
meou  of  nature.  He  engrmd  with  his  own  hand«  and  coloured,  the 
maps  to  his  geoeraphical  writings.  He  wrote  several  books  of  Theology  ^ 
•od  died  1594. 
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that  are  taken  in  the  lake  of  Geneva,  are  a  great  part  of 
the  merchandize  of  that  famous  city.  And  you  are 
ftirther  to  know,  that  there  be  certain  waters  that  breed 
Trouts  remarkable,  both  for  their  number  and  small- 
ness.  I  know  a  little  brook  in  Kent,  that  breeds  them  to 
a  number  incredible,  and  you  may  take  them  twenty  or 
forty  in  an  hour,  but  none  greater  than  about  the  size 
of  a  Gudgeon.  There  are  also,  in  divers  rivers-— espe* 
cially  that  relate  to,  or  be  near  to  the  sea,  as  Winchester,* 
or,  the  Thames  about  Windsor — a  little  Trout  called  a 
Samlet,  or  Ske^fger  Trout ;  in  both  which  places  I  have 
caught -twenty  or  forty  at  a  standing  ;  that  will  bite  as 
fast  and  as  freely  as  Minnows  :  These  be  by  some  taken 
to  be  young  Salmons ;  but,  in  those  waters  they  never 
grow  to  be  bigger  than  a  Herring. 

There  is  also  m  Kent^  near  to  Canterbury^  a  Trout 
called  there  a  Fordidge  Troui^  a  Trout  that  bears  the 
name  of  the  town  where  it  is  usually  caught,  that  is  ac- 
counted the  rarest  of  fish  ;  many  of  them  near  the  big-< 
ness  of  a  Salmon,  but  known  by  their  different  colour ; 
and  in  their  best  season  they  cut  very  white : — ^And 
none  of  these  have  been  known  to  be  caught  with  an, 
angle,  unless  it  were  one  that  was  caught  by  Sir  George 
Hastings,  an  excellent  angler,  and  now  with  God  :  and 
he  hath  told  me,  he  thought  that  Trout  bit  not  for 
hunger  but  wantonness  ;  and  it  is  the  ratlter  to  be  be« 
lieved, — ^because  both  he,  then,  and  many  others  before 
him,  have  been  curious  to  secnrch  into  their  bellies^ 
what  the  food  was  by  which  they  lived  ;  and  have 
found  out  nothing  by  which  they  might  satisfy  their 
curiosity.  • 

Concerning  which  you  are  to  take  notice,  that  it  is 
reported  by  good  Authors,    That  grasboppe^s  *,  and 

.  *  K  has  been  said  by  natunUsts—porticularly  by  Sir  Theodore  May- 
cnie,  in  an  EfUtU  to  Sir  WiOimm  Faddy,  prefixed  to  the  translation  of 
Mouffet's/jwM/.  Tlwttr,  printed  withTopsers  History  of  four^ooitd  Bemtts 
tmd  SerfeMti-^'ihat  the  graahopper  has  no  mouth,  but  a  pipe  in  his  breast, 
throngn  which  it  sucks  the  d^w,  which  is  its  nutriment.  There  are  two  * 
i9rts»  the  rtttn  and  the  dun  ;  some  say  there  is^  a  £hird,  of  a  yellowish 
pneeoL.  They  are  found  in  long  grass,  irom  J  une  to  the  end  of  September^ 
«id  ereD  in  October,  if  the  weather  be  mild,  fai  the  nuddle  of  May,  you 
will  see---ia  the  jtints«f  roieo&ary,  thistles,  and  ahnost  aU  the  lasger  ^eeds 
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some  &h  have  no  mouths,  but  are  nourished  and  take 
breath  by  the  porousness  of  their  gills,  man  knows  not 
bow:  And  this  may  be  believed,  if  we  consider  t)iat 
when  the  raven  hath  hatched  her  eggs,,  she  takes  no  far* 
tber  care,  but  leaves  her  young  ones  to  the  care  of  the 
God  of  nature,  who  is  said  in  the  Psalms^  ^^  To  feed* 
>^  the  young  ravens  that  call  upon  him ;"  and  tliey  be 
kept  alive  and  fed, — by  a.  dew;  or,  worms  that  breed 
in  their  nests ;  or,  some  other  ways  that  we  mortals 
know  not.  And  this  ma^  be  believed  of  the  Fordidge 
Trout,  which— as  it  is  said  of  the  stork,  that  he  knows- 
his  season,  so  be — knows  his  times,  I  think  almost  his- 
day  of  cominjg  into  that  river  out  of  the  sea ;  where  he 
lives,  and  (it  is  like)  feeds,  nine  months  of  the  year  ; 
and  fasts  three  in  the  river  of  Fordidge*.  And  you  are  to 
note,  that  those  townsmen  are  very  punctual  in  observing 
the  time  of  beginning  to  fish  for  them ;  and  boast  much,, 
that  their  river  affords  a  Trout  that  exceeds  all  others. 
And  just  so  does  Sussex hodisi  of  several  fish  ;  as  name- 
ly, a  Shelsty  Cockle j  a  Chichester  Lobster y  wa.  Arundel 
Mullety  and  an  Amerley  Trout.  • 

And,  now,  for  some  confirmation  of  the  Fordidge 
Trout :  you  are  to  know,  That  this  Trout  is  thought  ta 
eat  nothinic  in  the  fresh  water ;  and  it  may  be  the  better 
believed,  because  it  is  well  known,  that  swallows,  and 
bats,  and  wagtails— which  are  called  half-year  birds, 
and  not  seen  to  fly  in  England  for  six.  months  in  the 
year,  but,-  about  Michaelmas,  leave  us  for  a  hotter  cli- 
Fino  Sir  Fias.  mate— yet  some  of  them  that  have  been  left 
Bacon,  Expar.  behind  their  fellows,  have  been  found,  many 
^^'  •  thousands  at  a  time,  in  hollow  trees,  or  clay, 
caves ;  where  they  have  been  observed  to  live,  and  sleep, 
out  the  wbcdie  winter,  without  meat.    And  so  Albertus*^ 

•—8  white  fermented  froth,  which  the  country  people  ctU  Cvtivw't  8pH :. 
in  thete  the  eggi  of  the  mshopper  are  deposited ;  and  if  you  examine' 
thentf,  yon  ihaS  never  {ail  of  6n£np  a  yellowish  iniect,  of  ahout  the  sise 
and  shape  of  a  ^rain  of  wheat,  which,  douhUeas,  is  the  young  grashopper. 
A  passage  to  thu  purpose,  is  in  Lei^h*A  History  ojf  Laneashire^  page  146. 

*  AtUrtus  Mamnttf  a  German  Dominican,  and  a  very  learned  man  ;  Ur«; 
ban  IV.  compelled  him  to  accept  of  thebishoprick  of  Ratisbon.  He  wrote- 
a  treatise •««  ibe^ttrrts  »f  Nattfrcf  and  twenty  other  volumes  in  folio;  and^ 
died  at  C^fgtu^  1280* 
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ebfierves,  Tbat  there  is  one  kind  of  frog  that  hath^  he^ 
mouth  naturally  shut  up  about  the  end        ^     , 
of  August,  and  that  she  lives  so  all  the  frolT    "^ 
winter :  and  though  it  be  strange  to  some, 
yet  it  is  known  to  too  many  among  us  to  be  doubted  t. 

And  so  much  for  these  Fordidee  Trouls,  which  never 
affiird  an  angler  sport ;  but  ei&er  live,  their  time  of 
being  in  the  fresh  water,  by  their  meat  formerly  gotten 
in  the  sea, — (not  unlike- the  swallow  or  frog,)— or,  by 
the  virtue  of  the  fresh  water  only,— or,  as  the  birds  of 
Paradise  and  the  cameleon  are  said  to  live,  by  the  sun 
and  the  air  %. 

There  is  also  in  Northumberland  a  Trout  called  a 
BulUtrout^  of  a  much  greater  length  and  bigness  than 
any  in  these  southern  parts.  Aiid  there  are,  in  many 
livers  that  relate  to  the  sea,  Salmon-trouts,  as  much  dif« 
ferentfrom  others,  both  in  shape  and  in  their  spots,  aa 
we  see  sheep  in  some  countries  differ  one  from  another^ 
in  their  shape  and  bigness  and  in  the  fineness  of  their 
wooU  And,  certainly,  as  some  pastures  breed  larger 
sheep ;  so  do  some  riyers,  by  reason  of  the  ground  over 
which  they  run,  breed  larger  Tronts. 

Now  the  next  thing  that  I  will  commend  to  your 
consideration  i».  That  the  Trout  is  of  a  more  sudden 
growth  than  other  fish.  Concemii^  which,  you  are 
also  to  take  notice,  that  he  lives  not  so  long  as  the 
Pearch,  and  divers  other  fishes  do;  as  Sir  Francis 
Bacon  hath  observed  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Deaihm 

And  next  you-  are  to  take  notice,  That  he  is  not  like 

*  Edward  Toptel  was  the  aathor  of  a  History  offmtffwUd  BtasU  and 
Aer/Mf/^^coUected  out  of  the  works  of  Gesner,  and  other  authors — in  fo- 
lio, Lond.  1658.  In  this  history,  he  describes  the  several  kinds  of  frogs ; 
and  in  paee  721  thereof,  cites  from  A/hrtM  the  fact  here  related.  See  an 
Sccoont  of  him  in  Walton's  Liff, 

t  S«e  Chap.  VUK. 

i  That  the  Camelem  lives  by  the  air  alone  is  a  vulgar  error,  it  belng» 
weD  known  that  its  food  is  flies  and  other  insects.  See  Sir  Tho.  Brown's. 
Emqmry  imt^vmlm  andtomwn/i  Errors^  Book  III.  Chap.  21.  About  the  year 
17S(^  a  living  Cameleon  was  to  be  seen  in  tlie  garden  of  the  Company  of 
Apothecaries  at  Chelsea.  And,  at  this  time,  (1784j)  an  exanimateJ  one, 
in  a  state  of  excellent  preservation,  is  open  to  public  view  among  the  quad- 
fupeds  in  Sir  Ashton  JL.ever*s  inestimable  collection  of  natural  curiositiesc 
^jttge  lQS|«ff/^  n. 
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tbe  Crocodile,  which  if  he  lives  never  so  long,  yet  at« 
virays  thrives  till  his  death  :  but  it  is  not  so  with  tbe 
Trout ;  for  after  he  is  come  to  his  full  growth,  be  de- 
clines, in  his  body,— >and  keeps  his  bigness,  or  thrives, 
only  in  his  head — till  his  death.  Ana  you  are  to  know, 
That  he  will,  about  (especially  before)  the  time  of  his 
spawning,  get,  almost  miraculously,  through  weirs  and 
flood-gates,  against  the  streams ;  even  through  such 
high  and  swift  places  as  is  almost  incredible.  Next, 
That  tbe  Trout  usually  spawns  about  October  or  No* 
vembety  but  in  some  rivers  a  litUe  sooner  or  later; 
which  is  the  more  observable,  because  most  other  fish, 
spawn  in  tbe  spring  or  summer,  when  the  sun  hath 
warmed  both  the  earth  and  water,  and  made  it  fit  for 
generation.  And  yoii  are  to  note.  That  he  continues 
many  months  ^ut  of  season ;  for  it  may  be  observed^ 
'  of  the  Trout,  that  he  is.  like  tbe  Buck — or,  the  Qx*r 
that  will  not  be  fat  in  many  months,  though  he  go  in 
the  very  same  pastures  that  horses  do;  which  will  be 
fat  in  one  month.  And  so  you  may  observe,  That 
niost  other  fishea  recover  strength,  and  grow  sooner 
fat  and  in  season  than  tbe  Trout  doth. 

And  n(  xt  you  are  to  note,  That  till  the  sun  gets  to 
such  a  height  as  to  warm  the  earth  and  the  water^  the 
Trout  is  sick  and  lean,  and  Lousy,  and  unwholesome  ^ 
£>r  you  shall,  in  Winter,  find  him  to  have  a  big 
bead, — and,  then,  to  be  lank  and  thin  and  lean, — at 
which  time,  many  of  them  have  sticking  on  them  sugSs 
or  TroutJice ;  which  is  a  kind  of  a  worm,  in  shiipe 
like  a  clove,  or  pin  with  a  big  bead, — ^and  sticks  close 
to  him,  and  s;icks  his  moisture ;  those,  I  think,  the 
Trout  breeds  himself.  And  never  thrives  till  he  free 
himself  from  tliero»  which  is  when  warm  weather 
comes ;  and,  then,  as  ht  grows  stronger,  he  gets,  from 
the  dead  still  water,  into  the  sharp  streams  and  the 
gravel, — and,  there,  rubs  off  these  worms  or  lice ; 
and  then,  as  he  grows  stronger,  so  he  gets  him  into 
swifter  and  swifter  streams, — and  there  lies  at  the  watch 
for  any  fly  or  minnow  that  comes  near  to  him ;  and 
he  especially  loves  the  May-fly,  which  is  bred  of  the 
cod-worm,  or  cadis, — and  tbebc  make  ibe  Trout  boUt 
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•and  lastj*  And  he  is  asually  fatter  and  better  meat 
at  tbe  end  of  that  month,  [May]  than  at  any  time  of 
the  Tear. 

Now  yon  are  to  know,  that  it  is  observed,  That 
nsaally  the  best  Trouts  are  either  red  or  yellow; 
though  some,  as  tbe  Fordidge  Trout,  be  white  and, 
yet,  good ;  but  that  is  not  usual.  And  it  is  a  note 
observable.  That  the  female  Trout  hath  usually  a  less 
head,  and  a  deeper  body  than  the  male  Trout,  and  is 
psually  the  better  meat.  And  note,  That  a  hog-back 
and  a  little  head — to  either  Trout,  Salmon,  or  any 
other  fish — is  a  sign  that  that  fish  is  in  season* 
*  But  yet  you  are  to  note.  That  as  you  see  some  wiU 
lows,  or  palm-trees,  bud  and  blossom  sooner  than  others 
do ;  so  some  Trouts  be,  in  rivers,  sooner  in  season :  and 
as  some  hollies,  or  oaks,  are  longer  before  they  cast 
their  leaves;  so  kre  some  Trouts,  in  rivers,  longer  before 
the/  go  cut  of  season. 

And  you  are  to  note.  That  there  are  several  kinds  of 
Trouts :  But  these  several  kinds  are  not  considered  but 
by  very  few  men  ;  for  they  go  under  the  general  name 
of  Trouts,— just  as  pigeons  do,  in  most  places ;  though 
it  is  certain,  there  are  tame  and  wild  piseons;  and  of 
.tbe  tame,  there  be  helmits  and  runts,  ana  carriers  and 
cropers,  and  indeed  too  many  to  name.  Nay,  the 
Royal  Society  have  found  and  published  lately,  that 
there  be  thirty  and  three  kinds  of  spiders ;  and  yet  all, 
for  aught  I  know,  go  under  that  one  general  name  of 
4jpider.  And  it  is  so  with  many  kinds  of  fish,  and  of 
Trouts  especially ;  which  differ  in  their  'bigness  and 
shape,  and  spots  and  colour.  The  great  Kentish  hene 
may  be  an  instance,  compared  to  other  hem.  And, 
doubtless,  there  is  a  kind  of  small  Trout,  which  wiH 
never  thrive  to  be  big ;  that  breeds  very  many  more 
than  others  do,  that  be  of  a  larger  size:  which  you 
mav  rather  believe,  if  you  consider  that  the  little  wren 
and  titmouse  will  have  twenty  young  ones  at  a  time, 
when  usually,  the  noble  hawk,  or  the  musical  thrassei 
or  blackbird,  exceed  not  fbur  or  five. 

And  now  you  shall  see  me  try  my  skill  to  catch  a 
Trout.    And  at  my  next  walkings  either  this  evening  or 


140  THB  COMPLETB  AHGLBl.         .     FAET  tm 

to-morrow  morning,  I  will  giye  you  directioa  how  you 
yourself  thall  fish  for  him. 

Ven.  Trust  me.  master !  I  see  now  it  is  a  harder 
matter  to  catch  a  Trout  than  a  Ghub :  for  I  have  put 
on  patience,  and  followed  you  these  two  hours,  and 
not  seen  a  fish  stir,  neither  at  your  minnow  nor  your 
worm. 

Pise.  Well,  scholar!  you  must  endure  worse  luck 
sometime,  or  you  will  never  make  a  good  angler.  But 
what  say  you  now  ?n  there  is  a  Trout  now,  and  a  good 
one  too,  if  I  can  but  hold  him:  and  two  or  three  turns 
more  will  tire  him ;  now  you  see  he  lies  still,  and  the 
sldght  16  to  land  him :  reach  me  that  landing-net.  So, 
Sir,  now  he  is  mine  own :  what  say  you  now,  is  not 
this  worth  all  my  labour  and  your  patience  ? 

Ven.  On  my  word,  master!  this  is  a  gallant  Trout; 
what  shall  we  do  with  him  ? 

Pise.  Marry !  e*en  eat  him  to  supper :  we'll  go  to 
my  hostess  from  whence  we  came ;  sue  told  me,  as  I 
was  going  out  of  door,  that  mjr  brother  Peter f  asood 
angler  and  a  chearful  companion,  had  sent  word  he 
would  lodffe  there  to  night,  and  brin^  a  friend  with 
him.  My  nostess  has  two  beds,  and  I  know  you  and 
I  may  have  the  best :  well  rejoice  with  my  brother 
Peter  and  hb  friend,  tell  tales,  or  sing  ballads,  or 
make  a  catch,  or  find  some  harmless  sport  to  content 
us,  and  pass  away  a  little  time  without  offisnce  to  God 
or  man. 

Ven.  A  match,  eood  master  I  let's  go  to  that  house, 
for  the  linen  looks  white,  and  smells  of  lavender,  and 
1  lon|^  to  lie  in  a  pair  of  sheets  that  smell  so.  Let's 
be  going,  good  master,  for  I  am  hungry  again,  with 
fishing. 

Pise.  Nay,  stay  a  little,  good  scholar.  I  caught 
my  last  Trout  with  a  worm ;  now,  I  will  put  on  a 
minnow,  and  try  a  quarter  of  an  hour  about  yonder 
trees  for  another ;  and,  so,  walk  towards  our  lodgiiijg* 
Look  you,  scholar  I  thereabout,  we  shall  have  a  bite 
presentiv,  or  not  at  all.  Have  with  you.  Sir :  o'my 
word  I  nave  hold  of  him.  Oh !  it  is  a  great  logger** 
headed  Chub}  come^  hang  him  upon  that  willow  twig, 
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and  let's  be  going.  Bat  turn  out  of  the  iray  a  little^ 
good  scholar !  toward  yonder  high  honeysuckle  hedge ; 
tbere^  we'll  sit  and  sing»  whilst  this  shower  falls  so 
gently  upon  the  teeming  earthy  and  giyes  yet  a  sweeter 
smell  to  the  lovely  flowers,  that  adorn  these  yerdant 
meadows. 

Look!  under  that  Inroad  beech-tree>  I  sat  down,  when 
I  was  last  this  way  a-fishing.  And  the  birds  in  the 
adjoining  groye  seemed  to  have  a  friendly  contentioa 
with  an  echp,  whose  dead  voice  seemed  to  live  in  a 
koUow  tree,  near  to  the  brow  of  that  primrose-hill. 
There^  I  sat  viewing  the  silver  streams  glide  silently 
towards  their  centre,^ the tenipestuous  sea;  yet  some* 
tifves  opposed  by  rugged  roots  and  pebble-stones, 
which  broke  their  waves,  and  turned  them  into  foam. 
And  sometimes  I  beguiled  time  by  viewing  the  harm- 
less lambs ;  some  leaping  securely  in  the  cool  shade, 
whilst  others  sported  themselves  in  the  cbearful  sun, — 
and  saw  others  cravbg  comfort  from  the  swollea 
udders  of  their  bleating  dams.  As  I  thus  sat,  these 
and  other  sights  had  so  fully  possest  my  soul  with 
content,  that  1  thought,  as  the  poet  has  happily  ex« 
prest  it, 

I  was  for  that  time  lifled  abQ?e  earth  ; 
And  poflMft  jojt  not  promii'd  in  my  birth. 

As  I  left  this  place  and  entered  into  the  next  field,  a 
second  pleasure  entertained  me:  'twas  a  handsome 
milk-maid,  that  had  not  yet  attained  so  much  age  and 
wisdom  as  to  load  her  mind,  with  any  fears  of  many  ^ 
thin£s  that  will  never  be,  as  too  many  men  too  often 
do  :  but  she  cast  away  all  care,  and  sung  like  a  nightin- 
^le ;  her  voice  was  good ;  and  the  ditty,  fitted  for  it, — 
It  was  that  smooth  song,  which"w^  made  by  Kit  Mar^ 
low*,  now  at  least  iSly  years  ago.    And  the  milk*^ 

*  Cbrhtofher  MarUto  was  a  poet  of  no  small  eminence  in  his  day»  at 
may  be  interred  from  the  freqnent  mention  of  him  in  the  writings  of  his 
contemporaries.  He  was,  some  time,  a  student  at  Cambridge ;  and,  after 
that,  an  actor  on,  and  a  writer  for  the  staee.  There  are  extant,  of  hia 
writitig,  five  Tragedies  <,  and  a  Poem  that  bears  bu  name,  entitled,  Hero 
stut  Lfiaider-~^otSbly  a  translation  from  MusaBUs—which,  he  not  living 
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maidV  mother  sung  an  answer  to  it,  whieh  ^as  made 
bj  Sir  Waller  Raleigh  in  his  younger  days. 
•  ^hey  were  old-fashioned  poetry,  but  choicely  good  ; 
I  think,  much  better  than  the  strong  lines  that  are  now 
in  fashion  in  this  critical  age.  Look  yonder !  on  my 
word,  yonder,  they  both  be  a  milking  again.  I  will 
give  her  the  Chub,  and  persuade  them  to  sing  those 
two  songs  to  us. 

Grod  speed  you,  good  woman!  I  hate  been  a  fishing; 
and  am  going  to  Bleak»HaU*  to  my  bed ;  and  having 
caught  more  fish  than  will  sup  myself  and  my  friend,  I 
will  bestow  this  upon  you  and  your  daugltter,  for  I  use 
to  sell  none. 

Afiik'W.  Marry!  God  requite  you,  Sir,  and  we'll 
eat  it  chearfully.  And  if  you  come  this  way  a  fishing 
two  months  hence,  a  grace  of  God  !  Til  give  you  sylla- 
bub of  new  verjuice,  in  a  new«made  hay-cock,  for  it. 
And  my  Maudlin  shall  sing  you  one  of  her  best  ballads ; 
for  she  and  I  both  love  all  anglers,  they  be  such  honest,' 
civil,  quiet  men  t.  In  the  mean  time  will  you  drink  si 
draught  of  red  cow's  milk  ?  you  shall  have  it  freely. 

to  compleat  it,  was  finished  by  Chapman.  The  Sone  here  mentioned  it 
printed,  with  his  name  to  it,. in  a  Collection  entitled  EnglaHd**  Helieen, 
4toI  1600,  as  is  also  the  Amwery  here  said  to  be  written  by  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh,  but  there  subscribed  **  I?noto.**  Of  Marlow  it  is  said,  that  he 
was  the  author  of  divers  atheistical  a&d  blasphemous  discourses ;  and  that 
in  a  quarrel  with  a  serving  man,  his  rival  m  a  connection  with  a  lewd 
woman,  be  receive4  a  stab  witU  a  dagger,  and  shortly  after  died  of  the 
stroke.  Wood— from  whom,  Atbcn,  Oxon.  Vol.  I.  338.  and  also  from 
Beard*s  Theatre  of  God'j  Judgments^  this  account  is  taken — says,  that  the 
end  of  this  person  was  noted  oy  the  Preeisiaas ;  but  surely  tlie  Precuiene 
are  to  be  acquitted  of  all  blame,  as  having  done  nothing  more  than  assert- 
ed God's  moral  government  of  the  world,  by  noting  in  this  insunce,  one 
example  out  ef  many,  of  the  natural  tendency  of  impiety  and  profligacy' 
to  destruction  and  infamy. 

*  *V\\t  author  seems  here  to  have  forgot  kimself;  for,  page  130,  he 
•ays  he  is  to  lodge  at  Trout- Hall, 

f  There  are  some  few  exceptions  to  this  character  of  anglers :  the 
greatest  and  most  wonderful  revolution  that  ever  happened  in  apy 
state,  I  mean  that  in  Naples,  in  the  year  1647,  was  brought  about  by  an 
Angler :  concerning  whom  we  are  told,  **  That  a  young  man,  about 
•*  tw«ity-four,  happened  to  be  in  a  corner  of  the  great  market-place  at 
<•  Naples;  a  sprightly  man,  of  a  middle  stature,  black-tfyed,  rather  lean 
<>  than  fat,  having  a  small  tuft  of  hair;  he  wore  linen  slops,  a  blue  waist- 
••  coat,  and  went  barefoot,  with  «  mariner^s  m ;  but  he  was  of  a  good 
"  countenance,  stout,  and  lively  as  could  be.    His  profession  was  to  angle 


Fruited  rvr  S./i.iJst<'rJ,-'\\f. 


-A 


\       .AuJ*n*r  jeui/^ 


Clf  AP.  IV.  THE  COMPLETE   ANQLBE.  149 

Pise.  No,  I  thank  you  ;  but,  I  pray,  do  us  a 
pourtesjr  tl^t  shall  stand  you  and  your  daughter  in  no- 
thing, and  yet  we  will  think  ourselves  still  something  in 
your  debt :  it  is  but  to  sing  us  a  song  that  was  sun^  by 
your  daughter  when  1,  last,  past  over  thisr  meadoWt 
about  eight  or  nine  days  since. 

Milk'W.  What  song  was  it,  I  pray  ?  Was  if.  Come 
shepherds  deck  your  herds  ^  or,  As  at  noon  Duldna 
rested?  or  J  PhiUida  Jlouts  me?  ox^  Chevy  Chace? 
or,  Johnny  Armstrong?  or,  Troj^  Town*? 

Pise.  "No,  it  is  none  of  those ;  it  is  a  song  that  your 
daughter  sung  the  first  part,  and  you  sung  \he  answer 
to  it. 

MUk-'W.  O,  I  know  it  now.  I  learned  the  first  part 
in  my  golden  age,  when  I  was  about  the  aige  of  my  poor 
daughter ;  and  the  latter  part,  which  indera  iits  me  best 
now,  but  two  or  throe  years  ago,  when  the  cares  of  the 
world  began  to  take  hold  of  me :  but  you  shall,  God 
willing,  hear  them  both ;  and,  sung  as  well  as  we  can, 
for  we  both  love  anglers.  Come,  Maudlin  I  sing  the  first 
part  to  the  gentlemen,  with  a  merry  heart;  and  111  sing 
the  second^  wheA  you  have  done. 

THE  HILK  MAID'S  SONO« 

Come  live  witb  me,  and  be  mj  loTe ; 
Aod  we  will  all  the  pleasures  prore, 
That  valleTB,  i^roves,  or  hills,  or  fteM, 
Or  woods,  and  steepv  moontaioi  yield, — 

Where  we  will  sit,  upon  the  rocks,     . 
And  see  the  shepherds  feed  our  flocl^s^ 
Bj  shallow  riven  ;  to  whose  falls,    • 
Melodious  birds  sln|^  madrigals. 

**  for  UttUJUb  tvitb  a  cane,  hcoif  and  line.  His  name  was  Tomassp  AndU% 
'*  of  Amam,  but  vnlgarlj  called  MojanieUoy  See  the  HhUry  of  tbg 
Mewlittioft  in  NapUi^  by  Sie.  Alessamdro  Giraffi. 

*  See  the  songs  As  at  iV«Mr,  Chevy  Cbace,  Jobtuty  Armstrong,  and  Troy 
Toton^  printed,  afiter  the  most  authentic  copies,  in  Percy's  Reliques  ofancf 
nt  Englisb  Poetry,  PbiUida  flouts  str,  is  to  be  found  in  an  elegant  col- 
lection of  songs  entitled  Tbt  Hive^  in  four  Yolnmes  small  Syo.    Vol.  II, 
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And  I  will  make  tiiee  beds  of  rotei  s 
*      And,  then,  s  thousand  frag^rant  posies  t 
A  cap  of  flowers ;  and  a  kirtle, 
EmbrotderM  all  with  leares  of  mjrilei 

A  gown  made  of  the  finest  wool. 
Which  from  onr  pretty  lambs  we  pnll ; 
Slippers,  liD*d  choioelj  for  the  cold  » 
yfiih  biickle«  of  the  purest  goldi 

A  belt,  of  straw  and  iTj.buds, 
With  coral  clasps,  and  amber  studs. 
And  if  these  pleasures  maj  thee  move. 
Come  lire  with  me,  and  be  my  lore. 

Thy  siWer  dishet ,  for  thy  meat 
As  precious  as  the  Gods  do  eat. 
Shall,  on  an  ivorj  table,  be 
Prepar'd  each  daj  for  thee  and  me. 

The  shepherd  swauis  shall  dance  and  sing« 
For  thy  delight,  each  Mtfgf  morning. 
If  these  delights  thy  mind  may  move. 
Then  lire  with  me,  and  be  my  love  *. 

Ven.  Trust  me,  master !  it  is  a  choice  song,  and 
sweetly  sung  by  honest  Maudlin.  I  now  see  it  was  not 
without  cause,  that  our  good  queen  Elizabeth  did  so 
often  wish  herself  a  milk-maid  -all  the  month  of  May ; 
because  they  are  not  troubled  with  fears  and  Cares,  bat 
sing  sweetly  all  the  day,  and  sleep  securely  all  the  night, 
— and  without  doubt,  honest,  innocent,  pietty  Maud- 

*  Dr.  Warburton,  tb  his  Notes  on  Tb»  Mirry  IViv&t  of  Wtndsmr^  a»- 
jcribes  this  song  to  Shakespeare :  it  is  troe,  Sir  Hugh  Evans,  in  the  third 
Act  of  that  play,  sings  four  lines  of  it ;  and  it  occurs — in  a  CoUcctUm  of 
fmrnt  said  to  oe  Shatespeare's,  printed  by  Thomas  Cotes  for  John  Benson* 
12mo.  1640— with  some  ▼ariations.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  found, 
with  the  name  of  *<  Christopher  Marlow**  to  it,  in  Sngtani's  ffelieomj 
and  JValtom  has  just  said  it  was  made  by  Kit.  Marloto.  The  reader  wiU 
|udge  of  these  evidences,  as  he  pleases. 

As  to  the  song  itself;  Uioueh  a  beautiful  one,  it  is  not  so  purely  pastoral, 
as  it  is  generally  thought  to  oe  ;  buckles  qf  ^i/,  eorai  chups  and  amter 
studs,  tSver  dishes  and  ivory  tables,  are  luxuries;  and  coasiBt  not  with  the 
parsimony  and  siniplicity  ot  rural  life  and  manners.    ^ 
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lin  does  so.  Til  bestow  Sir  Thomas  Oyerbaiy's  milk* 
maid's  wish*  upon  her,  '^  That  she  may  die  in  th^ 
**  Spring ;  ana,  |)ein^  dead,  may  haye  good  store  of 
<<  flowers  stuck  round  about  her  winding-sheet*.'' 

THB  MILK-MAID*S  MOTHER'S  ANSWER. 

If  all  the  world  and  love  were  70011^  1 
And  tnith  in  everj  shepherd'i  tongne, 
Theie  pretty  pleanures  might  me  move  1 
To  live  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love. 

But  Time  drives  floeki  from  field  to  fold  1 
When,  riverg  raffe,  and  lookt  gtow  cold. 
Then  Fhiiamel  beoometh  dumb  1 
And  age  oomplalm  of  care  to  come. 

The  flowers  do  fade,  and  wantop  fields 
To  wayward  winter,  reckoning,  yields. 
A  honey  tongue,  a  heart  of  gall. 
Is  fancy's  spring,  but  sorrow'a  falK 

Thy  gowns,  thy  shoes,  thy  beds  of  rosef> 
Thy  cap,  thy  kirtle,'  and  thy  posies, 
Soon  break,  soon  wither,  soon  forgotten  1 
In  folly  ripe,  in  reason  rotten. 

The  belt  of  straw,  and  ivy  buds. 
The  coral  clasps,  and  amber  atnds,-* 
All  these  in  me  no  means  can  mov^. 
To  come  to  thee,  and  be  thy  love* 

What  should  we  talk  of  dainties,  then, 
Of  better  meat  than*a  fit  for  men  I 
These  are  but  vain  1  that's  only  good 
Which  God  hath  blest,  and  sent  ibr  food. 

But  could  youth  last  r  and,  love  still  breed  1 
Had  joys  no  date  1  nor,  age  no  need  1 
Then  those  delights  my  mind  might  move> 
To  Uve  with  thee,  and  be  thy  love, 

.with  his  poem  entitled  Tbt  Wifu  >n  ISmo.  1615. 
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Mother.  Well !  I  have  done  my  song.  But  stay, 
bonest  angler !  for  I  will  make  Maudlin  to  sing  you  one 
Aortsong  more.  Maudlin!  sin^  that  song  that  you 
sung  last  night,  wheii  young  Coridon  the  shepherd 
played  so  purely  oa  his  oaten  pipe,  to  yoiuind  your 
cousin  Betty. 

Maud.    I  will,  mother  I 

I  married  a  wife  of  lafe. 
The  more'fl  my  unhappy  tkttt 
I  married  her  for  love. 
At  my  faoey  did  me  move. 
Ami  not  for  B  woridly  estate. 

Bvt  (A!  flie  green  sfcknest 
Soon  changed  her  likeness  i 
jLaA  aH  her  beauty  did  fail. 
But  'tis  not  80, 
With  those  that  go. 
Thro'  finost  and  snow. 
As  all  men  know. 
And  cany  the  mtlking-pail* 

Pise.  Well  sune.  Good  ^oman !  J  thank  you.  I'll 
give  you  another  disn  of  fish  one  of  these  days ;  and 
then  beg  another  song  of  you.  Come,  scholar  I  let 
Maudlin  alone :  do  not  ^ou  offer  to  spoil  her  voice  *. 
Look !  yonder  comes  mme  hostess  to  call  us  to  supper* 
How  now  !  is  my  brother  Peter  come  ? 

Hostess.  Yes,  and  a  friend  with  him*  They  are 
both  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  in  these  parts ;  and  long 
to  see  you ;  and  long  to  be  at  supper,  for  they  l^ 
very  hungry. 

*  The  judgment  of  the  author  in  this  part  Of  the  dialogue  is  well  worth 
noting.  We  may  observe,  that  the  interfocutors  ane  PistaHr  uid  th^' Milk'. 
ivmmoHy  and  that  the  daughter,  except  when  she  sings,  and  signifies  Her  obe* 
dienceto  her  mother  in  a  speech  ot  tine  tvordi,  is  silent.  It  is  pretty  clear 
that  Fenatort  after  the.second  BOii0<-.channed  perhapswith  the  maidenly 
innocence,  and  probably  beauty,  of  the  young  woman ;  for  we  are  told  that 
che  is  han<isome<^offers  to  kiss  her ;  and  that  Pu^tr^  an  elder  and  more 
discreet  man,  checks  him,  lest  he  should  ofiend  her  by  too  great  fimuliaritj. 
Such  is  the  decorum  observable  in  this  elegant  wodu 
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CHAPTER  V. 

More  Dtrertions  how  to  Jish  for,  and  how  to  make 
for  the  Trout  an  Artificial  Minnow  and  Flies ;  with 
some  Merriment. 

PlM5ATOR, 

WELL  met,  brother  Peter !  I  heard  you  and  a  friend 
would  lodge  here  to<-nifir|it ;  and  that  hath  made  me  to 
bring  my  friend  to  lodge  here  too.  Mj  friend  is  one 
that  would  fain  be  a  brother  of  the  angle  :  he  hath  been 
an  angler  but  this  day ;  and  I  have  taught  him,  how  to 
catch  a  Chub,  bydapinij:  with  agrashopper;  and  the 
Chub  he  caught  wns  a  lusty  one  of  nineteen  inches  long. 
But,  pray,  brother  Prtcr !  who  is  your  companion  ? 

Peter.  Brother  Piscator!  my  friend  is  an  honest 
countryman,  and  his  name  is  Coridon :  and  he  is  a 
downright  witfy  companion,  that  met  me  here,  pur- 
posely to  be  pleasant  and  eat  a  Trout ;  and  I  have  not 
wetted  my  line  since  we  met  together :  but  I  hope  to  fit 
him  with  a  Trout  for  his  breakfast ;  for  Til  be  earlv  up. 

Pise.  Nay,  brother!  you  shaU  not  stay  so  long; 
for^lpokyou!  here  is  a 
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-**Come,  hostess  I  dress  it  wesently ;  and  fei  us 
irhat  other  meat  the  house  wiU  affordf;  and  give  us 
some  of  your  best  barley-wine,  the  good  liquor  that 
our  honest  fordfathers  did  use  to  drink  of;  the  drink 
"which  preserved  their  health,  and  made  them  live  so 
long,  and  to  do  so  many  good  deeds. 

Peter.  O'my  word  {  this  Trout  is  perfect  in  season. 
Come,  I  thank  you,  and  here  is  a  hearty  draught  to 
you,  and  to  all  the  brothers  of  the  angle  wheresoever 
they  be,  and  to  my  young  brother's  good  fortune  to- 
morrow ;  J  will  furnish  him  with  a  rod,  if  you  will 
furnish  him  with  the  rest  of  the  tackling ;  we  will  set 
him  up  and  make  him  a  fisher. 

Anal  will  tell  him  one  thing  for  his  encouragement, 
that  his  fortune  hath  made  him  happy  to  be  scholar  to 
such  a  master ;  a  master  that  knows  as  much,  both  of  the 
mature  and  breeding  of  fish  as  any  man,— and  can  also 
tell  him  as  well,  how  to  catch  and  cook  them,  from 
the  Minnow  to  the  Salmop,  as  any  that  I  ever  met 
withal. 

Pise.  Trust  me,  brother  Peter!  I  find  my  scholar 
to  be  so  suitable  to  my  own  humpur,  which  is  to  be  free 
and  pleasant  and  pivilly  merry,  that  my  resolution 
is  to  bide  nothing  that  I  know  from  him.  Believe  me, 
scholar!  this i$ my  resolution;  and  so  here's  to  you  a 
hearty  draught,  and  to  all  that  love  us  and  the  honest 
artof  angling*. 

Ven.  Trust  me,  good  master!  you  shall  not  sow 
your  seed  in  barren  ground ;  for  I  hope  to  return  you 
an  increase  answerable  to  your  hopes ;  but,  however, 
you  shall  find  me  obedient,  aifd  thankful,  and  service- 
able to  my  best  ability. 

Pise.  'Tis  enough,  honest  scholar  !  come,  let's  to 
supper.  Come,  my  friend  Coridon,  this  Trout  looks 
lovely ;  it  was  twenty-two  inches  when  it  was  taken  ; 
and  the  belly  of  it  looked,  some  part  of  it,  as  yel- 
low as  a  marigold,  and,  part  of  it,  as  white  as  a 
lily ;  and  yet,  methinks,  it  looks  better  in  this  good 
sauce. 

Cor.  Indeed,  honest  friend!  it  looks  well,  and 
tastes  well;  I  thank  you  for  it,  and  so  doth  my  friend 
Peter,  or  else  he  is  to  blame. 
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Peter.  Yes,  and  so  I  do ;  we  all  thank  you  ;  and, 
vihen  we  have  supped,  I  will  get  my  friend  Coridon  to 
sing  you  a  sone  ror  requital. 

Car.  I  will  sing  a  song,  if  any  body  will  sing  ano- 
ther :  else  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  will  sing  none :  I  am 
none  of  those  that  siiig  for  raeat^— but,  for  company:  I 
say,  *Tis  merry  inhM^  when  men  sing  nil*. 

Pise.  PlI  promise  you  Pll  sing  a  songthat  was  lately 
made^  at  my  request,  by  Mr.  William  Basse ;  one  that 
hath  made  the  choice  songs  of  the  Hunter  in  his  career 
and  of  Tom  of  Bedlam  t,  and  many  others  of  note ;  and 
this  that  I  will  sing,  is  in  praise  of  angling. 

Cor.  And  then  mine  shall  be  the  praise  of  a  country- 
man's life :  What  will  the  rest  sin^  of  2 

Peter.  I  will  promise  you,  I  will  sW  another  song 
in  praise  of  Angling  to-morrow  night ;  for  we  will  not 
part  till  then, — but  fish,  to-morrow,  and  sup,  together : 
and  the  next  day  every  man  leave  fishings  and  faU  to  his 
business. 

Ven.  'Tis  a  match ;  and  I  will  provide  you  a  son^  or 
a  catch  a^inst  then,  tooj  which  shall  give  some  aoidi- 
tion  of  mirth  to  the  company ;  for  we  'tvill  be  civil  and 
:as  merry  as  b^gars. 

Pise.  *Tis  a  match,  my  masters.  Let's  e'en  say 
grace,  and  turn  to  the  fire,  drink  the  other  cup  to 
whet  our  whistles,  and  so  sing  away  all  sad  thoughts. 

Come  on,  my  masters !  who  begins  i  I  think  it  is  best 
to  draw  cuts,  and  avoid  contention. 

Pet.  It  is  a  match.  Look !  the  shortest  cut  falls  to 
Coridon. 

♦  Parody  on  tfte  adage, 

*  It*8  merry  in  the  hall, 
<  When  beards  wag  alt* 

f.  e.    when  all  are  eating. 

•I-  This  song,  beginning,  <*  Forth  from  my  dark  and  dismal  cell**— with 
the  music  to  it,  set  by  Hen.  Iiawes— ia  printed  in  a  book,  entitled  Cboin 
Ayre/f  Songtf  and  DimUguei^  /•  ting  to .  the  Tbtoxio^  LuUy  and  Bast 
f^iol,  folio  1675;  aBd>  in  Playford^  Antidote  against  MelaneMyf  Sto. 
1669 ;  and  idso  in  Dr.  Percy's  Reliques  of  ancient  EngVub  Poetry^  VoL  II. 
p.  350;  but  in  the  latter  with-  a  mistake,  in  the  last  line  of  the  third 
stanzai  of  the  word  Pentarthy  for  Pentateneb, 

k  9 
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Cor.    Well  then !  I  will  begin,  for  I  hale  contention. 

CORIDON^S  SONG* 

Oh  the  tweet  oooeentment 
The  oouBtrjum  doth  find  X 

Bei^  troHe  ioiUe  he^ 

Heigh  troHe  hiUe  lie. 
That  quiet  contemplation 
Fotiesseth  all  mj  mind  i 

Then^  eareesmmft 

And  wend  along  wUk  me. 

For  courts  are  full  of  flatterj,^ 

Ai  hath  too  oft  been  tried  i       ^       ' 

ffei^h  troUe  lelUe  loe^  Sfe, 
The  citj,  full  of  wantonnesi; 
And  both  are  full  of  pride  : 

I^en,  eareamtfjft  /jfc. 

But  oh  the  honest  oonntfTnuui 
Speaks  tmlj  from  his  heart  t 

Hei^  trolie  blUe  he,  fr. 
His  pride  is  in  his  tillage. 
His  hones  and  his  cart: 

Tkm^  cure  a»i^,  ^•. 

Onr  eloatfaing  is  good  sheep-skins  i 
Gnj  nmet  forbear  wives ; 

ffe^  irotte  loUe  he,  ife. 
'TIS  warmth  and  not  guj  cloathing » 
That  doth  prolong  our  liyei : 

Then,  care  away,  tpiu 

.  The  ploughman,  tho'  he  laboor  hard,-^ 
Yet,  on  the  holj-dajr, 

Eeigh  troSe  hlUe  he,  6(e» 
No  emperor  so  merrily 
'    DoiM  pass  his  time  awaj : 

Hhn,  eareawasft  ^e. 
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To  reeompenie  our  tillife, 
The  heaveas  afford  iu  ihowen  i 
ffdgktniSeMaehe,  9fc. 
And,  for  our  iveet  refrethmentt. 
The  earth  affords  us  howen : 

The  esckow  and  the  nigfatingtf  e. 
Full  merrily  do  ning^ 

And  with  their  pleaaaot  ronndelaja 
Bid  welcome  to  the  iprinif : 


This  is  not  half  the  happinetp 
The  comitryman  enjoys ; 

He^h  iroHe  MHe  te,  ti;e. 
Tho'  others  thioJc  they  have  as  i 
Yet  he  that  says  so,  lies: 

Then  come  WBOff^ 

JO.  CHAIKBILL*. 

Pise.  Wdl  sung,  Condon!  ibis  song  was  sung 
irith  metUe :  and  it  was  choiody  fitted  to  tne  occasion ; 
I  sball  lo?e  you  for  it  as  long  as  I  know  yon.  I  would 
you  were  a  brother  of  the  angle ;  fi>T  a  companion  that 
18  cheerful^  and  free  from  swearing  and  scurrilous  dis- 
course,  is  worth  gold.  I  love  such  mirth  as  does  not 
make  friends  ashamed  to  looJk  upon  one  another  next 
morning)^— nor,  men  that  cannot  well  bear  it,  to  repent 
the  monejr  they  spend  when  they  be  warmed  with  drink. 
And  take  this  forti  rule,  you  may  pick  out  such  times 
and  such  companies,  that  you  may  make  yourselres 
merrier  for  a  little  than  a  great  deal  of  money ;  for 
^'  'Tisthe  company  and  not  the  charge  that  makes  the 
<*  feast,'' — and  such  n  companion  you  proY^ ;  I  thank 
you  for  it. 

But  I  will  not  compliment  you  out  of  the  debt  that  I 
owe  you,  and  therefore  I  will  begin  my  sPUg »  and  wish 
it  may  be  so  well  liked,     , 

*  yUn  ChMUtiiU^  £i^.  of  whom  mention  ismadc  in  the  Aothor'iIJ^ 
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THE  ANGLER'S  SONG. 

At  inward  love  breeds  outward  talk^^-* 
The  bonod  toiiie  praiie ;  aad  fome  tbe  hawk  { 
Some,  better  pleased  with  private  iport. 
Use  tennis ;  some  a  Hiistress  comi : 
But  these  delights  I  neither  wish. 
Nor  envjtT— irhiie  I  fieelj  flah* 

Who  hnntSy  doth  oft  in  danger  ridei 
Who  hawka^  lures  oft  both  far  and  wide  i 
Who  uses  gametf  shall  often  proTe 
A  loser ;  but  who  ftlls  in  love^ 

Is  fetter'd  in  fond  Q^uTt  snare  $ 
Mj  aqglelireeds  me  no  'stch  care* 

Of  recreation  there  is  none 
So  free  as  fishing-,  is,  alone  f 
All  other  pastimes^  do  no  less 
Than  mind  and  body,  both,  possess : 

My  band  alone  mj  work  can  do  f 

8oy  I  can  fish  and  study  too. 

r care  not,  I»  to' fish  in  seas; 

Fresh  rivers  best  my  mmd  do  please  i 

Whose  sweet  calm  course  I  contemplate. 

And  seek  in  life  to  imitate  f 

In  civil  bounds  I  fain  would  keep. 
And  for  my  past  offences  weep* 

And  when  the  tim'rous  Trout  I  wait 

To  takef  and  be  devours  my  bait. 

How  poor  a  thing,  sometimes  I  find. 

Will  captivate  a  greedy  mind: 

And  when  none  bite,  I  praise  tbe  wise, 
Whom  vain  allprements  ne*er  surprise* 

But  yet,  tbo'  while  I  fish  I  fast, 
I  make  goo^  fortune  my  repast  | 
And  thereunto  my  friend  invite,— 
In  whom  1  more  than  that  delight^— 
Who  is  more  welcome  to  my  disfa^ 
Than  to  my  angle  was  my  fish. 
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Ai  well  content,  do  prize  to  take. 
At  use  of  tok^n  prise  to  make ; 
For  so  oar  Lord  was  pleased^  when 
He  fishers  made  fisben  of  men  % 

Where,  which  is  in  no  other  gttme, 

A  man  may  fish  and  praise  bis  name. 

The  first  men  tfiat  oar  SsTionr  dear 
Did  choose  to  wait  apon  him  here» 
Blest  fishers  were ;  and  fish  Ihe  last 
Food  was,  that  he  on  earth  did  taste : 

I  therefore  itrire  to  follow  those. 

Whom  he  to  follow  him  hath  chose. 

Cor.  Well  sung,  brother !  you  have  paidyour  debt 
ill  good  coin.  We  anglers  are  all  beholden  to  the  good- 
man  that  made  this  song :  come,  hostess!  give  us  more 
ale :  and  let*s  drink  to  him.. 

And  now  let's  every  one  go  to  bed,  that  we  may  rise 
early :  but  first  let's  pay  our  reckoning,  for  I  will  have 
nothing  to  hinder  me  in  the  morning ;  for  my  purpose 
is  to  prevent  the  sun-rising. 

Pet.  A  match.  Come,  Coridon !  you  are  to  be  my 
bed-fellow.  I  know,  brother!  you  and  your  scholar 
will  lie  together^  But  where  shall  we  meet  to-morrow 
night  ?  for  iny  friend  Coridon  and  I  will  go  up  the  wa* 
ter  towards  Ware. 

Pise.  And  my  scholar  and  I  will  go  down  towards 
Waltham. 

Cor.    Tl^en  let's  meet  here ;  for  here  are  fresh  sheets 
that  smell  of  lavender ;  and  I  am  sure  we  cannot  expect 
better  meat,  or  better  usage  in  any  place. 
Pet.    *Tis  a  match.    Good-mght  to  every  body. 
Pise.     And  so  say  I. 

Ven.    A^  so  say  L  ' 

Pise.  Good  morrow,  good  hostess !  Isee  my  brother 
Peter  is  still  in  bed :  Come,  give  my  scholar  and  me  a 
morning  drink,  and  a  bit  of  meat  to  breakfitst :  And  be 
sure  to  get  a  dish  of  meat  or  two  against  supper,  for  we 
shall  come  home  as  hungry  as  hawks.  Come,  scholar, 
let's  be  goin^. 

Ven.    Well  now^  good  mast^ !  as  we  valk  towards 
K  4 
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the  riyer,  fi^ye  me  direction,  according  to  your  {vomise^ 
how  I  shall  fish  for  a  Trout. 

Puc.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  take  this  yery  con- 
venient opportunity  to  do  it* 

The  Trout  is  usually  caught  with  aworm, — or  a  min- 
now, which  some  call  a  penk^-^or,  with  a  fly,  m.  eiflier 
a  natural  or  an  artificial  fly :  Concerning  which  three, 
I  will  giye  you  some  obseryations  and  directions. 

And,  first,  for  worms.  Of  these  there  be  yery  many 
sorts :  some  breed  only  in  the  earth,«— as  the  earth-worm ; 
others  of,  or  amongst,  plants,— -as  the  dug-worm ;  and 
others  breed,  either  out  of  excremrats;  or,  in  the  bodies 
of  liying  creatures,-^u;  in  the  horns  of  sheep  or  deer ; 
or  some  of  dead  flesh^^—iis  the  maggot,  or  gentle,  and 
others.* 

Now  these  be  most  of  them  particularly  good  for  jpar- 
ticular  fishes.  But  for  the  Trout,— the  dew- worm  which 
some  also  call  the  lob-worm,  and  the  brandling,  are  the 
chief,  and  especially  the  first  for  a  great  Trout ;  and 
the  latter,  for  a  lest.  There  be  also,  of  lob-worms, 
some  called  squirrel-tails ;  a  worm  that  has  a  red  head, 
a  streak  down  the  back,  and  a  broad  tail ;  which  are 
noted  to  be  the  best,  because  they  are  the  toughest  and 
most  liyely,  and  live  longest  in  the  water,*— for  you  are  to 
know,  that  a  dead  worm  is  but  a  d«d  bait,  and  like 
to  catch  nothing,  compared  to  a  lively  quick  stirring 
worm.  And  for  a  brandling :  he  is  usually  found  in 
an  old  dunghill,  or  some  very  rotten  place  near  to  it^— 
but  most  usually  in  cow-dung,  or  hog's-dung,  rather 
than  horserdung  which  is  somewhat  toD  hot  and  dry 
for  that  worm.  But  the  best  of  them  are  to  be  found  in 
the  bark  of  the  tanners ;  which  they  cast  up  in  heaps, 
after  they  have  used  it  about  their  feather. 

There  are  also  divers  other  kinds  of  worms, — ^i^hich, 
for  colour  and  shape,  alter  even  as  the  ground  out  of 
which  they  are  got ;  as  the  marsh-worm ;  the  tag-tail ; 
the  flag- worm ;  the  dock- worm ;  the  oak-worm  ;  the 
gilt-tafi;    the  twachdor  lob-worm*,    which  of  all 

^  *  To  avoid  confusioa,  it  may  be  necesiary  to  remark,  that  the  ^unc 
kind  of  worm  it,  in  different  places,  known  bj  different  names :  thus  the 
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others  is  the  most  excellent  bait  for  a  Salmon — and  too 
many  to  name,  even  as  many  sorts  as  some  think  there 
be  of  several  herbs  or  shrubs,  or  of  several  kinds  of 
birds  in  the  air  ;  of  which  I  shall  say  no  more.  But 
tell  you,  That  what  worms  soever  you  fish  with,  are 
the  better  for  being  well'  scoured,  that  is,  long  kept 
before  they  be  used ;  and  in  case  yoii  have  not  been 
so  provident, — ^then,  the  way  to  cleanse  and  scour  them 
quickly,  is  to  put  them  all  night  in  water,  if  they  be 
lob-worms,  and  then  put  them-  into  your  bag  with 
fennel :  But  you  must  not  put  your  brandlings  above 
an  hour  in  water^— and  then  put  them  into  feqnel, 
for  sudden  use :  But  if  you  have  time,  and  purpose 
to  keep  them  lon^.-^then  they  be  best  preservecf,  in 
an  earthen  pot,  with  good  store  of  moss ;  which  is 
to  be  fresh  every  three  or  four  days  in  summer,  and 
every  week  or  eight  days  in  winter, — or,  at  least, 
the  moss  taken  from  them,  and  clean  washed,  and 
wrung  betwixt  your  hands  till  it  be  dry,  and  then 
pat  it  iQ  them  again.  And  when  your  worms,  es* 
peciallv  the  brandling,  begins  to  be  sick  and  lose 
of  his  bigness,— rtben  you  may  recover  him,  by  putting 
a  little  milk  or  cream,  about  a  spoonful  in  a  dav, 
into  them,  by  drops  on  the  moss ;  and  if  there  be 
added  to  the  creani  an  egg  beaten  and  boiled  in  it, 
then  it  will  both   fatten  and  preserve  them  long*. 

sianh  apd  the  meadow-worm  %re  the  same ;  and  the  lob-wonn,  or 
twachel^»  also  called  the  dew-worm,  and  the  garden-worm ',  and 
the  dock-worm  is,  in  some  places,  called  the  flae-worm. 

The  tag^tail  is  found  in  March  and  AfriTj  in  marled  lands,  or 
meadows,  after  a  shpwer  of  rain ;  or,  in  a  mormng,  when  the  weather 
is  calm,  and  not  cold. 

To  find  the  oak-worm, — ^beat  on  an  oak-tree  that  grows  over  a  high 
way^  or  bare  place ;  and  they  will  iall  for  yon  to  gather. 

To  find  die  dock-worm,— -eo  to  an  old  pond,  or  pit,  and  pull  up  some 
of  the  flags;  sha^  the  roots  m  the  water :  and  among^st  the  fibres  that 
grow  from  the  roots,  you  will  find  little  husks,  or  cases,  of  a  reddlsl^ 
or  yellowish  colour :  open  these  carefully  with  a  pin,  and  take  from 
theface  a  little  worm, — ^pale  and  yellow,  or  white^ — like  a  gentle,  bu^ 
longer  and  slenderer,  with  rows  of  feet  down  his  belly,  and  a  red 
head :  this  is  the  dock,  or  flag-worm.  An  excellent  bait  for  Grayling, 
Tench,  Bream,  Carp,  Roach,  and  Dace. 

*  The  following  is  also  an  excellent  wav,  viz.  Take  a  ]>iece  of  hop- 
lack,  or  otl^cr  very  crnne  doth,  and  wash  it  dean,  aod  let  it  dry ;  then 
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And  note,  That  when  the  knot,  which  is-  near  to 
the  middle  of  the  brandling,  begins  to  swell,  then 
he  is  sick ;  and,  if  he  be  not  well  looked  to,  is  near 
dying.  And  for  moss,  jou  are  to  note,  That  there 
be  divers  kinds  of  it*,  which  I  could  name  to  you; 
but  will  onl^  tell  you,  that  that  which  is  likest  a 
buck's-horn  is  the  best, — except  it  be  soft  white  moss, 
which  grows  on  some  heaths,  and  is  hard  to  be 
found.  And  note.  That,  in  a  very  dry  time,  when 
you  are  put  to  an  extremity  for  worms, — ^walnut- 
tree  leaves  squeezed  into  water»  or  salt  in  water ;  to 
make  it  bitter,  or  salt ;  and,  then,  that  water  poured 
on  the  ground  where,  ^ou  shall  see,  worms  are  used 
to  rise  in  the  night,  will  make  them  to  appear  above 
ground  presentljr  t.  And  you  may  take  notice,  Some 
say  that  camphire  put  into  your  bag  with  your  moss 
and  worms,  gives  tnem  a  strong  and  so  tempting  a 

wet  it  in  the  liquor  wherein  beef  has  been  boiled,— but  be  careful  that 
the  beef  ii  fresh,  for  salt  will  kill  the  worms;  and  wring  it,  but  not  quite ^ 
dry;  put  the  worms  into  this  cloth,  and  lay  them  in  an  earthen  pot,  and 
let  them  stand  from  morning  till  nijg^htj— then  take  the  worms  from 
the  cloth  and  wash  it,  and  wet  it  agam  in  some  of  the  liquor :  do  thus 
ooce  a  day,  and  you  may  keep  worms  in  perfect  health,  and  fit  for  use^ 
£prnear  araonth. 

Observe  that  the  lob-wcwm,  marah-worm,  and  red-worm,  will  bear 
more  scGarin|r  than  any  others,  and  are  better  for  long  keeping. 

*  Naturalists  reckon  above  two  hundred. 

•f*  This  practice  was  one  of  the  common  spoits  of  school-boys,  ae 
the  time  Erasmus  wrote  his  Colloauies,  In  tnat  entitled  Fenatioy  or 
Huntings — a  company  of  them  go  aoro^  into  the  fields,  and  one  named 
Xiaurence  proposes  fishing ;  but  having  no  worms,  Bartholus  objects  the 
want  of  them,  till  Laurence  tells  him  how  he  may  get  some.  The  dialogue^ 
is  very  natural  and  descriptive,  and  being  but  short,  is  here  given— 
**  Lau.  I  should  like  to  go  a  fishing ;  I  have  a  neat  hook,  Barib,  But 
**  where  will  you  get  baits  ?  Lau,  There  are  earth-worms  every  where 
"  to  be  had.  Barib,  So  there  are,  if  they  would  but  creep  out  of 
**  the  ground  to  vou.  Lay,  I  will  make  a  great  many  thousand* 
*'  jump  out  presently.  Bartb.  How  ?  by  witchcraft  ?  Lau.  You  shall 
**  see  the  art.  Fill  this  bucket  with  water ;  break  these  green  shelU 
*<  of  walnuts  to  pieces,  and  put  them  into  it ;  wet  the  p;round  with  the 
*'  water :  Now  mind  a  little ;  Do  you  see  them'  conung  out  ?  Bartb. 
*<  I  see  a  miracle;  I  believe  the  armed  men  started  out  of  the  earth 
*'  after  this  manner,  from  the  serpent's  teeth  that  were  sown.** 

The  above  exclamation  is  clearly  an  allusion  to  the  fable  in  the 
■econd  book  of  Ovid's  Metamorpbmes  ;  where  Cadmus,  by  scattering 
the  serpent's  teeth  on  the  ground^  causes  armed  men  to  spring  out 
9f  it. 
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smell,  tbat.the  fisb  fare  the  worse,  and  you  the  bette^ 
for  it. 

And  now  I  shall  shew  you,  How  to  bait  your  book 
wilh  a  worm— -so,  as  shall  prevent  you  from  mucb 
trouble,  and  the  loss  of  many  a  hook,  too— when  yoii 
fish  for  a  Trout  with  a  running  line  * ;  that  is  to 
say,  when  you  fish  for  him  by  hand  at  the  ground*. 
I  will  direct  you  in  this  as  plainly  as  I  can,  Uiat  you 
m^  not  mistake. 

Suppose  it  be  a  big  lob-worm ; — ^Put  your  hook  into 
him  somewhat  above  the  middle,  and  out  again  a  little 
below  the  middle :  having  so  done,  draw  your  worm 
above  the  arming  of  your  hook;  but  note,  That,  at 
the  entering  of  your  hook,  it  must  not  be  at  the  head« 
end  of  the  worm,  but  at  the  tail-end  of  him,  that  the 
point  of  your  hook  may  come  out  toward  the  head-end; 
and,  having  drawn  him  above  the  arming  of  your  hook^ 
then  put  the  point  of  your  hook,  again,  into  the' very 
head  of  the  worm,  till  it  come  near  to  the  place  where 
the  point  of  the  hook  first  came  out ;  and  then  draw- 
back that  part  of  the  worm  that  was  above  the  shank  or 
arming  of  your  hook,  and  so  fish  with  it.  And  if 
you  mean  to  fish  with  two  worms, — then  put  the 
second  on,  before  you  turn-back  the  hook's-nead  of 
the  first  worm.  You  cannot  lose  above  two  or  three 
worms,  before  you  attain  to  what  I  direct  you ;  and 
having  attained  it,  vou  will  find  it  vefy  useful,  and 
thank  me  for  it, — ^for  you  will  run  on  the  ground 
without  tangling. 

Now  for  the  Minnow  or  Penh:  He  is  not  easily 
found  and  caught  till  March^  or  in  Aprily  for  then 

*  The  runfiitig'liMet  'so  called  because  it  runs  alon^  the  ground,  b 
made  of  strong  silk,  which  yon  may  buy  at  the  fishing-tacl^le  shops  s 
but  I  prefer  hair^  as  beine  less  apt  to  tangle,  and  is  thus  fitted  up. 
About  ten  inches  from  me  end|  hstfn  a  small  deft  shot ;  then  make 
a  hole  through  a  pistol,  or  musket,  bullet  according  to  the  swiftness 
of  the  stream  you  fish  in  $  and  put  the  line  through  it,  and  drayr 
the  bullet  down  to  the  shot :  to  the  end  of  your  line  fasten  an  Indian 
grass,  or  silk-worm-gut,  with  a  large,  hook :  Or  you  maT»  instead  of 
a  bullet,  fix  four  large  shot,  at  the  distance  of  eight  indies  from  the 
hook.  The  running-une  is  used  for  Trout,  Grayling,  and  Salmon-smelts; 
90d  i«  proper  only  for  streams  and  rapid  waters.    See  Part  II.  Chap.  XL 
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he  appears  first  in  the  river ;  nature  having  taught 
bim  to  shelter  and  hide  himself,  in  the  Winter,  in 
ditches  that  be  near  to  the  river, — and  there  both 
to  bide,  and  keep  himself  warm,  in  the  mud,  or^  in 
the  we^s  which  rot  not  so  soon  as  in  a  running 
river — in  which  place  if  he  were  in  Winter,  the  dis- 
tempered floods  that  are  usually  in  that  season  would 
suffer  him  to  take  no  rest,  but  carry  him  headlong  to 
mills  and  wears,  to  hb  confusion.  And  of  these  iiiin* 
BOWS :  First,  you  are  to  know,  That  the  biggest  size 
is  not  the  best ;  and,  next.  That  the  middle  size  and 
the  whitest  are  the  b^t :  and,  then,  you  are  to  know. 
That  your  minnow  must  be  so  put  on  your  hook,  tb^t 
it  must  turn  round  when  'tis  drawn  against  the  stream ; 
and,  that  it  may  turn  nimbly,  you  must  put  it  on  i| 
big-sized  hook,— as  I  shall  now  direct  you,  which  is 
thus :  Put  your  hook  in  at  his  mouth,  and  ofit  pf  his 

Sill ;  then,  having  drawn  your  hook  two  of  throe  inches 
eyond  or  through  his  gill,  put  it  ^ain  into  bis  mouth, 
and  the  point  and  beard  out  at  his  tail ;  and  then  tv^ 
the  hook  and  his  ta^l  about,  very  neatly,  with  a  whiti; 
thread, — ^which  will  make  it  the  apter  to  turn  quick 
jn  the  water ;  that  done,  pull  back  that  part  of  your 
line  which  was  slack  when  you  did  put  your  hook  into 
the  minnow  th^  second  time, — I  say,  pull  that  part  of 
your  line  back,  so  that  it  shall  fasten  the  heeul,  so,  that 
the  body  of  the  minnow  shall  be  almost  strait  on  your 
hook:  This  done,  try  how  it  will  tuni,  by  drawing 
it  across  the  water  or  against  a  stream  ;  and  if  it  do  not 
turn  nimbly ,^^then  turn  the  tail  a  little  to  the  right 
or  left  hand,  and  try  again  till  it  turn  quick ;  for  if  not, 
^6u  are  in  dancer  to  catch  nothing,*— for  know,  that  it 
IS  impossible  that  it  should  turd  too  quick.  And  yoa 
are,  yet,  to  know.  That  in  case  you  want  a  minnow,—* 
then  a  small  loach,  or  a  8tickle*lmg,  or  any  other  small 
fish  that  will  turn  quick,  '^Ol  serve  as  well.  And  yo^i 
ace  yet  to  know.  That  you  may  salt  them,  and  by  thai 
means  keep  them  ready  and  fit  for  use  three  or  fo«r 
days,  or  longer  ;  and  that,  of  salt,  Bay-salt  is  the  best^ 
And,  here,  let  me  tell  you,  what  many  old  anglers 
know  right  well^  That  i^t  spme  times,  i^id  ip  nornf 
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waters,  a  minnow  is  not  to.be  /jot;  aod  ibenton 
(let  me  tell  you,)  I  have,  which  I  >rill  shew  to 
you,  an  artificial  minnow,  that  will  catch  a  Trout 
as  well  as  an  artificial  fly:  and  it  was  made  bv 
a  handsome  woman  that  had  a  fine  hand,  and  « 
live  mmnow  lying  by  her :  the  mould  or  body  of  the 
mmnow  tos  croth,-and  wrought  upon,  or  over  it,  thus 
with  a  needle,-.the  back  of  it  with  very  sad  Frach 
yeensiik,  and  paler  g«en  silk  towards  the  belly,  sC 
dowed  as  perfectly  as  you  can  imagine,  just  as  Vot  w^ 
a  minnow:  the  bellvwas  wrought  aW  with  a  need? 

Sl/lr-lP^'r^'^^^^^^'   and^'^'othi'^'S 
of  It  with  silver  thread :  the  tail  and  fins  were  of  a  aSl 
which  was  shaven  thin:  the  eyes  were  of  two  ffi 
black  beads:    and  the  head  wm  so  shadowS"J2S 

2„hW  ''?K„?"f '^^^  iT*'?^*'*',  *■"*  «»  eMctfydS 
sembled,— that  it  would  beguile  any  sharo-surlK^I 
Trout  in  a  swift  stream.  And  this  ^nin^^f 'JS 
nowshewyou;  look!  here  it  is;  and  if  you  uS 
It,  lend  It  you,  to  have  two  or  three  made  by  it  -  fer 
they  be  easily  carried  about  an  angler ;  and  be  of  e^ 
cdleut   i«e,-for    note.    That   a^We   Trout   wS 

ri2!t"f  *5*'*^^y  **  *  "*''"°'''  ««  the  highest  inetttS 
ha^k  doth  seize  on  a  partridge,  or  a  grey-hoS  2 
ahare.  I  have  been  told  that  160  minnow!  haSt 
been  fotod  ma  Trout's  belly;  either  the  Trout  h3 
devoured  so  many,  or  the  miUer  that  gave  it  a  frZ^ 
^S.  45!^  fo'<^  them  down  his  thSI  all,  heSd 

Now  for  flies;  which  is  the  third  bait  wherewifl. 
TVouts  are  usually  taken.  You  are  Tl^Xtt 
there  are  so  many  sorts  of  flies  as  there  be  of  fruite . 
1  will  name  you  but  some  of  them ;  as  the  dun.flv  ihl 
S!"**K^{;'«*^\'^-«y'  themoor.fly,  the  tewnSjy 
^e  shell-fly,  the  cloudy  or  blackifh.fly.  the  E J' 
the  V  ne-fly :  there  be-of  flies-caterpdws,  anSF<aj! 
ker.fl,es,andbear.flies;  and  indeed  t^any  XX 
ine<»mmie,prforyoutoremember.  AndtJdrb^ed! 
Mgissoyanous  and  wonderful,  that  I  miirbt  SSlr 
amaze  myself  and  tire  you  in  a  relation  o?tt«n.       ^ 

And,  yet,  I  wUl  exercise  your  promised  patience  by 
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tajrmg  a  little  of  the  caterpillar,  or  the  palmer-fly  or 
^orm ;  that  I^y  them  you  may  guess  what  a  work  it 
were,  in  a  discourse,  out  to  run  over  those  very  many 
Hies,  worms,  and  little  living  creatures,  with  which  the 
Yun  and  summer  adorn  and  beautify  the  river-banks, 
and  meadows ;  both  for  the  recreation  and  contem- 
plation of  us  anglers, — pleasures  which,  I  think,  my- 
'lelf  enjoy  more  than  any  other  man  that  is  not  of  my 
-profession. 

Pliny  holds  an  opinion,  that  many  have  their  birth^ 
4ir  being,  from  a  dew  that  in  the  spring  falls  upon  the 
leaves  of  trees ;  and  that  some  kinds  of  them,  are  from 
a  dew  left  upon  horbs^  or  flowers ;  and  others,  from  a 
dew  left  upon  coleworts  or  cabbages :  All  which  kinds 
of  dews  being  thickened  and  condensed,  are  by  the  smi's 
generative  heat,  most  of  them,  hatched,*— and,  in  three 
oays,  made  Jiving  creatures*:  and  these  of  several 
shapes  and  colours ;  some  being  hard  and  tough,  some 
Bmooth  tad  soft ;  some  are  hornS  in  their  head,; — some  in 
iheirtail,  some  have  none;   some  have  hair,  some  none; 

some  have  sixteen  feet,  some  less  and  some 
Sse'rS^   have  none,— but,  (as  our  topsel  hath,  with- 

great  d  iligence,  observed , )  those  which  have 
none,  move  upon  the  earth,  or  upon  broad  leaves,  their 
motion  being  not  unlike  to  the  waves  of  the  sea.  Some 
of  them,  he  also  observes  to  be  bred  of  the  eggs  of  other 
caterpillars,  and  that  those  in  their  time  turn  to  be  tmt- 
terflies ;  and,  again,  that  their  eggs  turn  the  fgllowing 
year  to  be  caterpillars  f  •  And  some  afEurm,  that  everv 
plant  has  its  particular  fly  or  caterpillar,  which  it  breeds 
and  feeds.  I  have  seen,  and  may  therefore  affirm  it,  a 
green  caterpillar,  or  worm,  as  big  as  a  small  peascod, 
which  had  fourteen  legs,  eight  on  the  belly,  four  under 
the  neck,  and  two  near  tue  tail.  It  was  found  on  a  hedge 

*  The  doctrine  of  spontaneous  or  equivocal  generation  is  now  imiver- 
lally  exploded ;  and  all  xhefbauomena  that  seem  to  support  it,  are  account- 
ed for  on  other  principles.  See  Derham's  Pbyt,  TbeoL  Chap.  15,  and  the 
authorities  there  cited.  As  also  Mr.  Ray's  Wisdom  of  God  wut9ifest€dim  the 
tvcrJkt  of  the  Creation,  298.  and  Franc.  Redi,  De  Gen,  Insect. 

f  Whoever  is  desirous  of  knowing  more  of  Caterpillars,  and  of  the 
•everal  flies  produced  by  them,  may  consult  Joannes  Goedartius  J)€ 
Lueetis^  with  the  Ap$>cndiy:  of  Dr.  JLieter,  Lond^  Svo.  1685. 
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of  privet,  and  was  taken  tbence,  and  put  into  a  large 
box,  and  a  little  branch  or  two  of  privet  put  to  it,  on 
which  I  saw  it  feed  as  sharply  as  a  dog  snaws  a  bone; 
it  lived,  thus,  five  or  six  days,— and  thrived,  and 
changed  the  colour  two  or  three  times,— but  by  some 
n^lect  In  the  keeper  of  it,  it  then  died  and  did  not  tiAn 
to  a  fly :  but  if  it  had  lived,  it  had  doubtless  turned  t9 
one  of  those  flies  that  some  celljlies  of  prey,  which 
those  that  walk  by  the  rivers  may,  in  Summer,  see  fasten 
on  smaller  flies,  and  I  think,  make  them  their  food. 
And  it  is  observable,  that  as  there  be  these  Flies  of  prey^ 
which  be  very  large ;  so  there  be  others,  very  little^— - 
created,  I  think,  only  to  feed  them,  and  breed  out  of  I 
)kDow  not  what ;  whose  life,  they  say,  nature  intended 
not  to  exceed  an  hour*,— and  yet  that  life  is,  thus, 
made  shorter  by  other  flies,  or  by  accident. 

.  *  That  these  are  creatures  <*  whose  Hfe  nature  intended  not  to  exceed 
M  ap  hour,"  is,  I  believe,  not  so  well  agreed,  as  that  there  are  some  whose 
existence  is  determined  in  fiye  or  six.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Ephe- 
tneroo,  that  wonderful  instance  of  the  care  and  providence  of  God»  live* 
but  from  six  in  the  evenine  tiU  about  eleven  at  night ;  during  which  time 
k  performs  all  the  animal  functions;  for,  in  the  beginning  of  its  life,  it 
•beds  iu  coat;  and  that  being  done,  and  the  poor  little  animal  therebf 
rendered  light  and  agile,  it  spends  the  rest  of  its  short  time  in  frisking  over 
the  waters;  the  female  drops  her  egg^  which  are  impregnated  by  the 
male ;  these,  being  spread  about,  descend  to  the  bottom  by  their  own  gra* 
vity»  aod  are  hatched  by  the  warmth  of  the  sun  into  little  worms,  which 
make  themselves  cases  in  the  clay,  and  feed  on  the  same  with  out  any 
need  of  parental  care.  Fide  Epbem,  F'ita,  translated  by  Dr.  Tyson,  from 
SwammerdaoL  See  also  Derham*s  Ph^s.  Tbeol,  347. 
•  And  to  the  truth  of  the  assertion,  that  these  short-lived  animals  shed 
their  coats,  I  myself  am  a  witness ;  for,  being  a  fishing  one  summer  even- 
iogt — ^at  about  aeven  o'clock,  I  iuddenl^  observed  my  cloaths  covered  with 
a  number  of  very  small  flies,  of  a  whitish  colour,  inclining  to  blue ;  they 
continued  fixed,  while  I  observed  those  on  my  left  arm  wrigete  their -bo- 
dies about,  till,  at  length,  they  disengaged  themselves  from  their  external 
coat,  which  they  left,  and  flew  away ;  but  what  greatly  astonished  me 
,vas,  thsit  three  whisks  which  each  of  these  creatures  had  at  its  tail — 
which  were  slenderer  than  the  finest  hair,  and,  but  for  their  whiteness, 
would  have  been  scarcely  perceptible— were  teft  as  entire  and  unbroken 
as  the  leas  tender  parts  of  the  coat 

At  the  time  when  I  was  preparing  for  the  press  the  first  edition  of  this 
book,  1  met— in  a  book  entitled.  The  Artof  Anvling  imprwrdin  all  Us  parts^ 
9sp«tiaUy  Flyjnhingt  ISmo.  Worcester,  no  date,Dy  Richard  Bowlker — with 
a  relation  similar  to  this ;  which  the  Author  says  was  communicated  to 
llim  by  a  gentleman,  an  accurate  observer  of  nature's  productions ;  and 

f'ving  crrait  to  the  assertion,  I  inserted  it  as  an  extract  from  his  book ;  hut 
have  sinc^^Kovered,  that  the  same  had  been  communicated — to  the 
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It  is  endless  to  tell  you,  vhat  the  carious  searchers 
into  nature^s  productions  haye  observed  of  these  y/ohoim 

Royal  Society  by  Mr.  Peter  CoUinson,  a  Loh<lon  tradesmui,  well  kaowB 
amdDg  botanists  and  coUectofs  of  natural  curiosities— in  a  Letter  to  their 
•ecretary,  'which  was  read  the  Slit  of  ytmuary^  1744-^,  and  is  printed  ia 
the  PbiUs^ieal  TroHsatttM*  for  the  year  1746,  Numb.  481,  page  329. 

The  letter  is  miserably  written ;  and,  in  respect  of  the  style,  so  vn- 
mmmatical,  and  otherwise  obsdire,  as  to  need  such  interpolations  as  are 
Sere  inserted  to  render  it  in  any  degree  inteUigible. 

The  Author,  walking  by  the  side  of  the  river  ai  Winchester,  May  26; 
1744,  was  shewn  the  May-fly,  [conjecture4  to  be  the  musea  trifUit  men- 
tioned  in  Moufet,  Imeet,  Tbeatr.  p.  64.  and  is  questionless  the  grey  drake,] 
which  (he  savs)  lies,  all  the  year  but  [except]  a  few  days,  in  the  bottom 
or  ndes  of  the  river,  [we  must  suppose  in  its  nymphatk  state,  like  the  d^ 
dis,  straw-worm,  and  other  species  of  the/i^i/a;j  and  riang,  when  map 
ture,  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  splits  its  case,  and  appears  an  aninud ;  [a 
fly  he  maist  mean ;]  having  a  slender  body,  and  three  long  hairs  at  the  tail, 
and  four  blackish  veined  transparent  diining  wings,  the  under  much  ihc 
snaller,  and  the  upper  having  tour  black  spots.  He  says,  that  havine  dia> 
engaged  itself  from  its  exuvia^  [i.  e.  the  case  above-tncntioned,]  of  ^Aich, 
lie  adds,  he  saw  innumerable  floating  on  the  water^-:-the  next  business  of 
this  creature  is  flying  about  to  find  a  proper  place  to  fix  on,  as  trees,  ru^iet» 
t^e,  i  and  that  having  fixed,  it  waits  for  another  change,  which  in  two  or 
three  days  fs  completed,  and  which  he  thus  describes : 

•*  The  first  hint  I  received  of  this  wonderful  operation,  [#.  #.  the  second 
«  transformation,]  I  took  from  the  appearance  of  thdr  etemvU  [he  mnat 
*<  here  mean  their  second  exuvia  hereafter  mentioned]  hanging  on  the 
«*  hedges.  Of  these,  [not  the  neuvia  but  the  flies,]  I  coUected  many,  and 
«<  putting  them  into  boxes,  could  easily  discover  when  they  were  ready  to 
**  put  on  their  old  doathfe,  though  so  lately  put  on." 

He  says,  he  had  the  pleasure  to  shew  lus  friends  one  of  these  creatnres 
that  he  held  on  his  finger  all  the  while  it  perfdrmed  this  great  work ;  and 
that  it  was  surprising  to  see  the  back  paft  of  the  fly  split  open,  and  pro* 
duce  a  new  binh,  [>.  #.  a  new  flv,]  which  left  the  case  of  the  head,  body, 
wings,  legs,  and  even  the  three-haired  tail  [of  the  old  one]  bdiind  it.  He 
adds,  that  after  it  had  reposed  itself  awhile,  it  flew  abroad  with  great 
briskness  to  seek  a  mate. 

After  an  enumeration  of  some  particulars,  which  I  choose  to  omit^— lie 
■ays,  he  observed  that  when  the  females  were  impregnated,  they  left  the 
males,  and  betook  themselves  to  the  river ;  where  darting  up  and  down, 
they  were  seen  to  eject  a  cluster  of  eggs,  which  seemed  a  pale  bluish 
npeck,  like  a  small  drop  of  milk,  as  Siey  [the  specks]  were  stnkin?  to 
tne  bottom  of  the  river;  and  that,  then,  [when  the  flies  had  thna 
ejected  their  eg^s,]  by  the  elasticity  of  their  tails  they  sprnnc  up,  and 
darted  down  again,  continuing  so  to  do,  till  havine  exhau^ed  Uieir  stock 
<>f  cgg>)  together  with  their  strength,  they  were  able  to  rise  no  more,  and 
become  an  easy  prey  to  the  fish.  This  is  the  end  of  the  females;  but  of. 
the  males  he  says,  that  they  never  resort  to  the  waters,  but  after  they 
have  done  their  office,  drop  down,  languish,  and  die  among  the  trees  and 
bushes. 

The  conclusion  of  his  letter,  for  I  am  tired  of  abridging  it,  1  give  in  the 
author's  own  words.    **  They  appear  at  six  o'clock  in  tne  evening.    O0 
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Had  flies :  bat  yet  I  shall  teU  yon  what  AkLrovandus*, 
<our  Topsel^  and  others,  say  of  the  PAiiMBR-woRM,  or 
Caterpillar :  That  whereas  others  content  themselves  to 
feed  on  particalar  herbs  or  leaves;  (for  most  thiak^ 
those  very  leaves  that  ^ve  them  life  and  shape,  give 
them  a  particular  feeding  and  nourishment,  and  that 
upon  them  they  usually  abide  i)  yet  he  observes, 
that  this  is  called  a  pilgrim,  or  palmer** worm,  for  hia 
very  wandering  life,  and  various  food, — ^not  contenting 
himself,  as  others  do,  with  any  one  certain  place  for  his 
abode,  nor  any  certain  kind  of  herb  or  flower  for  his 
feeding ;  but  will  boldly  and  disorderly  wapder  up  and 
down,  and  not  endure  to  be  kept  to  a  diet,  or  fixt  to  a 
particular  diet. 

Nay,  the  very  colours  of  caterpillars  are,  as  one  has 
observed,  very  elegant  and  beautiful.  I  shall,  for  a 
taste  of  the  rest,  describe  one  of  them ;  which  I  will, 
some  time  the  next  month,shew  youfeeding  on  awillow* 
tree, — and  you  shall  find  him  punctually  to  answer  this 
description:  his  lips  and  mouth  somewhat  yellow  ;  his 
eyes  black  as  jet ;  his  forehead  purple  ;  his  feet  and 
hinder  part^  green ;  his  tail  two-iorked  and  black ;  the 
whole  body  stained  with  a  kind  of  red  spots,  which 
run  along  the  neck  and  shoulder-blade,  not  unlike 
the  form  of  St.  Andrew^s  cross,  or  the  letter  X,  made 
thus  cross- wise,  and  a  white  line  drc^wn  4own  bis  back 
to  his  tail ;  all  whicb  add  much  beauty  to  his  whole 
body.  And  it  is  to  me  observable,  That  i^t  a  fixed  age, 
this  caterpillar  gives  over  to  eat;  and,  towards  Winteri 
comes  to  be  covered  over  with  a  strange  shell  or  crust 

«  the  26th  of  May  I  perceived  a  few ;  but  the  87th,  28th,  29th,  and  SOth, 
«  it  was  a  sight  very  surpfisioK  and  entertainipe,  to  see  the  riven  teeming 
**  with  innumerable  pretty  nixnble  flying  animau,  and  almost  everything 
**  near  covered  with  them ;  when  I  looked  up,  the  air  was  ^ill  of  tnem  as 
**  hieh  as  I  could  diseerny— and  seemed  so  thick,  and  ahtaf  s  id  motion  ; 
<*  [the  air  he  tells  you,  but  he  m^iaos  the  ^ies ;]  the  like  it  seems  when  one 
^  looks  up,  and  sees  the  snow  coming  down.  And  yet  this  wonderful 
**  appearance,  in  three  or  four  days  after  the  last  of  May,  totally  disap- 
«  pwred." 

*  Uhs4«  AUrmfanAuf  a  great  physlciax)  and  mituralist  of  SoUgtias  hf 
wrote  120  books  on  several  subjects,  and  a  treatise  J)e  PucibuSi  published 
jBt  Francklon,  1040. 
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called  an  Aurelia  ;  and  so  lives  a  kind  of  dead  life^ 
rina  Sir  Fra,  ^ithout  eating,  all  the  Winter :  And  as 
Bac9H's  Exper.  Others  of  several  kinds  turn  to  be  several 
728  ^  90,  M  kinds  of  flies  and  vermin,  the  Spring  fol- 
hu  Nat.Hi»t.  i^^ing.  sothis  caterpillar,  then,  turns  to 
be  a  painted  butterfly. 

Come,  come,  my  scholar,  you  see  the  river  stops  our 
morning  walk :  and  I  will  also  here  stop  my  discourse, 
—only  as  we  sit  down  under  this  honeysuckle  hedge, 
whilst  I  look  a  line  to  fit  the  rod  that  our  brother  Peter 
hath  lent  you,  1  shall,  for  a  little  confirmation  of  what 
I  have  said,  repeat  the  observation  of  Du  Bartas : 

6.   Bay    of    God — Dot  eonteoted  to  cadi  kind  to  e^Te» 
Pu  Bams,     ^j^  ^  voSa9ity  tlie  rirtoc  generatiye^ 

Bj  hif  wise  power  made  manj  creatnres  breed. 

Of  lifeless  bodies^  withoat  Veaos'  deed* 

So  the  Cold  Bumoup  breeds  the  SiOammder  t 
Who,  in  effect  like  to  her  birth *8  oommandery 
With  child  with  hundred  winters,  with  her  touch 
Qnenchetb  the  fire  tbo*  g^lowing^  ne'er  so  much* 

So  in  the  fire,  in  bumini^  furnace,  springs 
The  flj  Permula  with  the  flamini^  wings : 
Without  the  fire  it  dies;  in  it,  it  joys, 
LiTiDg  in  that  which  all  things  else  destroys* 

^^^h^^^d    ^  '^^^  Bo§le9  underneath  him  sees, 
Csumdai.        '^^  ^'  icj  islands,  goslings  hatch 'd  of  trees  i 
Whose  fmitfol  leares  fklling  into  the  water« 
Are  tum'd,  'tis  known,  to  liTing  fowls  soon  after. 

So  rotten  planks  of  broken  ships  do  change 
To  barnacles.     O  transformation  strange  1 
'TwBs  first  a  green  tree  i  then,  a  broken  hull  \ 
IaUIj,  a  ffloshroom,  now,  a  flying  gull. 

Ven.  O  my  good  master,  this  morning-walk  has 
been  spent  to  mv  sreat  pleasure  and  wonder :  but  I 
pray,  when  shall  I  have  your  direction— how  to  make 


•HAP.  V.    THB  COMPLBTB  ANGLER.         171 

artificial  flies,  like  to  those  that  the  Trout  loves  best; 
and,  also,  how  to  use  them  ? 

Pise.  My  honest  scholar,  it  is  now  past  five  of  the 
clock :  we  will  fish  till  nine  ;  and  then  go  to  breakfast. 
Go  you  to  yon  svcamore-tree,  and  hide  your  bottle 
of  drink  under  the  hollow  root  of  it ;  for  about  that 
time,  and  in  that  place,  we  will  make  abrave  breakfast 
with  a  piece  of  powdered  beef,  and  a  radish  or  two 
that  I  have  in  my  fish-bag ;  we  shall,  I  warrant  you^ 
make  a  ^ood,  honest,  wholesome,  hungry  breakfast* 
And  I  will,  then,  give  you  direction  tor  the  making 
and  using  of  your  flies :  and  in  the  mean  time,  there 
is  your  rod  and  line,  and  my  advice  is,  that  you  fish 
as  you  see  me  do,  and  let's  try  which  can  catch  the 
first  fish. 

Ven.  I  thank  you,  master!  I  will  observe  and 
practise  your  direction  as  far  as  I  am  able. 

Pise.  Look  you,  scholar !  you  see  I  have  hold  of  a 
good  fish  :  I  now  see  it  is  a  Trout :  1  pray,  put  that 
net  under  him ;  and  touch  not  my  line,  for  if  you  do^ 
then  we  break  all.     Well  done,  scholar !  I  thank  you. 

Now,  for  another.  Trust  me,  I  have  another  bite  : 
Come,  scholar,  come  lay  down  ybur  rod,  and  help  me 
to  land  this  as  you  did  the  other.  So,  now,  we  shall 
be  sure  to  have  a  good  dish  of  fish  for  supper. 

Ven.  I  am  glad  of  that :  but  I  have  no  fortune  : 
sure,  master !  yours  is  abetter  rod  and  better  tackling. 

Pise*  Nay,  then,  take  mine ;  and  I  will  fish  with 
yours.  Look  you,  scholar  I  1  have  another.  Come, 
do  as  you  did  before.  And  now  I  have  a  bite  at  an- 
other. Oh  me !  he  has  broke  all ;  there's  half  a  line 
and  a  good  hook  lost. 

Ven.    Ay,  and  a  good  Trout  too. 

Pise.  Nay,  the  Trout  is  not  lost ;  for,  pray !  take 
notice,  no  man  can  loose  what  he  never  had. 

Ven.  Master !  I  can  neither  catch  with  the  first 
nor  second  angle  :  I  have  no  fortune. 

Pise.  Look  you,  scholar  I  J  have  yet  another. 
And,  now,  having  caught  three  brace  of  Trouts,  I  will 
tell  you  a  short  tale  as  we  walk  towards  our  breakfast ; 
A  scholar,  a  preacher  I  should  say,  that  was  to  preach 
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to  procure  the  approbation  of  a  parish  Aat  he  might 
be  their  lecturer,  had  got  flrom  liis  fellow  pupil  the 
copy  of  a  sermon  that  was  first  preached  with  great 
commendation  by  him  that  composed  it ;  and  though 
the  borrower  of  it  preached  it^  word  for  word  as  it  wag 
at  first ;  jet  it  was  utterly  dishked,  as  it  was  preached 
by  the  second  to  his  congregation — which  the  sermon- 
borrower  complainedof  to  thelender  of  it:  and  was 
thus  answered  :  ^*  I  lent  you,  indeed,  my  fiddle,  but 
**  not  my  fiddle  stick ;  for  you  are  to  know,  that  every 
^^  one  cannot  make  musick  with  my  words,  which  are 
**  fitted  to  my  own  mouth."  And  so,  ray  scholar,  you 
are  to  know.  That  as  the  ill  pronunciation  or  ill  ac- 
centing of  words  in  a  sermon  spoils  it,  so  the  ill  car- 
riage of  your  line,  or  not  fishing  even  to  a  foot  in  a 
rignt  place,  makes  you  lose  your  labour  :  and  you  are 
to  know,  That«though  you  haye  mv  fiddle,  that  is, 
my  very  rod  and  tacklings  with  whicn  you  see  I  catch 
fish, — yet  you  have  not  my  fiddle-stick,  that  is,  you 

?ret  have  not  skill  to  know  how  to  carry  your  hand  and 
ine,  or  how  to  guide  it  to  a  tight  place  ; — and  this 
Aiust  be  taught  you  ufor  you  are  to  remember,  I  told 
you.  Angling  is  an  art,  either  by  practice  or  a  long  ob- 
servation, or  both.  But  take  this  for  a  rule,  W  hen 
you  fish  for  a  Trout,  with  a  worm, — ^let  your  line  have 
60  much,  and  not  more  lead  than  will  fit  the  stream  in 
which  you  fish:  that  is  to  say,  more  in  a  great,  trou- 
blesome stream  than  in  a  smaller  that  is  quieter ;  as  near 
as  may  be,  so  much  as  will  sink  the  bait  to  the  bbttom, 
and  keep  it  still  in  motion,  and  not  more. 

fiutnowlet's  say  grace,  and  fall  to  breakfast.  What 
say  you,  scholar,  to  the  providence  of  an  old  angler  ? 
does  not  this  meat  taste  well  ?  and  was  not  this  place 
well  chosen  to  eat  it  ?  for  this  sycamore  tree  will  shade 
us  from  the  sun's  heat. 

Ven.  All  excellent  good;  and  my  stonm'ch  ex- 
cellent good ;  too.  And.  now  I  remember  and  find 
that  trUe  which  devout  Lessiiis*  says,  ^^  that  poor 

•  Lionari  Leisiiu,  a  very  learned  jemit,  profeiMr  of  divinity  fat 
the  collage  of  Jesuits  at  Louvain;   be  was  bom  at  Antwerp,   1554^ 
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^^  m^,  and  those  ttiat  fysfi  qft^n,  have  much  mote 
^^  pleasure  in  epitifig  than  rich  men,  and  gluttons^ 
'^  that  always  feed  oefqre- their  stomaohs  are  empty 
^'  of  their  iMit  meat  and  cail.fpr  more  ;  for  by  that 
'^  means,  they  rob  thepiselyes  of  that  pleasure  that 
hunger  brings  to  poor  men."  And  I  do  seriously 
approve  pf  that  saying  s>{  yours,  ^^  that  you  had 
•^rather  be  a  ciTil,  well-governed,  well-grounded, 
^^  temperate,  popr  ai^glcr,  than  a  drunken  lord  :*' 
Bute!  hope  there  is  none  such.  How  ever- 1  am  cer- 
tain of  this,  that  I  have  been  at  many  very  costly 
dingers  that  haye  not' afforded  me  half  the  content 
that  this  has  dpne ;  fpr  which  I  thank  God  and 
you. 

And  now,  good  master  1  proceed  to  your  promised 
direction  for  knaking  and  omering.my  artificial  fly. 

Pise.  My  honest  scholar,  I  will  do  it ;  for  it  is  a 
debt  dqje  unto  you  by  my  promise.  And  because 
you  shall  iM^t.  think  yourself  more  engaged  to  me  than 
indeed  you  really  are, — ^I  will  freely  give  you  such 
directions  as  were. lately  given  tome  by  an  ingenious 
brother. of  the  angle,  an  honest  man,  and  a  most 
excellent,  fly-fisher. 

You  are  to  note.  That  there  are  twelve  kinds  of 
artyicial  m^dc'jliesy  to  angle  with  upon  the  top  of 
the  water.  Note,  by  the  way.  That  the  fittest  season 
tai  using  these,  is  a  blustering  windy  day,  when  the 
waters  are  so  troubleid  that  the  natural  fly  cannot  be 
seen,  or  rest  upon  them*  The  FiRsr  is  the  duii- 
.fly,  in  March',  the  body  is  made  of  dun- wool; 
the .  wings,  .^f  the  partridge's  feathers.  The  second 
is  another  daH*>ffy:  the  body,  of  black  wool; 
and  the  wings  made  of  the  black  drake's  feathers^ 
and  of  the  feathers  under  his  tail.  The  third  i9 
the  stone-fly,  in  April:  the  body  is  made  (^' black 

and  became  very  famous  for  hla  tkill  in  dmnity,  civil  law,  mathe* 
maticks,  phynck,  and  hiatorf :  he  wrote  several  theological  tracts,  and 
a  book  entitled,  Hygiajtuo/iy  seu  v$ra  ratio  HfoUtudinh  hiusy  8f  vits 
ad  nettemam  feaeehttem  consemtandm.  See  Walton's  Life  prefixed.  From 
this  tract  of  I«8niis,  it  is  probable  the  pauage  in  the  text  it  cited 
He  died  16S8. 
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teool;  made  yellow  under  the  wings,  and  under  the 
tail,  and  so  made  with  wings  of  the  drake.  The 
FOURTH  is  the  ruddy-fly,  in  the  beginning  oiMat/ : 
the  body  made  of  red- wool,  wrapt  about  with  black 
silk;  and  the  feathers  are  the  win^s  of  the  drake; 
with  the  feathers  of  a  red  capon,  also,  which  hang 
dandling  on  hb  sides  next  to  the  tail.  The  fifth 
is  the  yellow  or  greenish  fly,  in  May  likewise ;  the 
body  made  of  yellow  wool ;  and  the  wings  made  of 
the  red  cock's  hackle,  or  tail.  The  sixth  is  the 
black-fly,  in  May  also :  the  body  made  of  black 
wool,  and  lapt  about  with  the  herle  of  a  peacock's 
tail;  the  win^s  are  made  of  the  wings  of  a  brown 
capon,  with  his  blue  feathers  in  his  head.  The  se- 
tenth  is  the  sad  yello  W-fly  in  June:  the  body  is  made 
of  black  wool,  with  a  yellow  list  on  either  side ;  and 
the  wings  taken  off  the  wings  of  a  buzzard,  bound 
with  black  braked  hemp.  The  eighth  is  the 
moorish-fly ;  made,  with  the  body,  of  duskish  wool ; 
and  the  wings  made  of  the  blackish  mail  of  the 
drake.  The  ninth  is  the  tawny-fly,  good  until  the 
middle  of  June ;  the  body  made  of  tawny  wool ;  the 
urines  made  contrary  one  a^inst  the  other,  made 
of  the  whitish  mail  of  tlie  wild  drake.  The  tenth 
is  the  wasp-fly  in  July :  the  body  made  of  black 
wool,  lapt  about  with  yellow  silk ;  the  win^s  made 
of  the  feathers  of  the  drake,  or  of  the  buzzard.  The 
eleyenth  is  the  shell-fly,  ffood  in  mid-July :  the 
body  made  of  greenish  wool,  lapt  about  with  the 
herle  of  a  peacock's  tail :  and  the  wings  made  of 
the  wings  of  the  buzzard.  The  twelfth  is  the 
dark  drake-fly,  good  in  August:  the  body  made 
with  black  wool,  lapt  about  with  black  silk ;  his 
wings  are  made  with  the  mail  of  the  black  drake, 
with  a  black  head.  Thus  have  you  a  jury  of  flies 
likely  to  betray  and  condemn  all  the  Trouts  in  the 
river*. 

*  It  hat  been  alreadj  obaenred»  that  Walton^a  cxodlence  as  an 
angler,  did  not  consist  in  fl)b>fishing:  the  reader  is»  thereCoKy  recom- 
mended to  the  List  rf  Flit4  in  the  mW/«r/,  and  the  AdMmt  cpntaiaeA 
in  the  XfiUt  thertoB» 
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*  I  shall  next  give  yon  some  other  directions  for 
fly-fishing,  such  as  sure  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Barker*^ 

*  It  18  supposed  that  the  reader  U  by  this  time  not  wholly  ignorant 
who  this  gentleman  was,  as  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  Author's 
Life.  We  have  already  given  given  the  Dedication  to  his  Art  of  An^invi 
and  here  now  follow  some  extracts  fjrom  that  humorous  piece,  itself. 
Addressing  himself  to  die  noble  lord  to  whom  his  book  is  dedicated^ 
he  thus  begins: 

**  Under  favour,  I  will  compliment,  and  put  a  case  to  your 

*  honour.  1  met  with  a  man ;  and  upon  our  discourse  he  fell  out 
**  with  me,  having  a  good  weapon,  but  neither  stoniach  nor  skill :  I  say 
**  thii  man  may  come  bvmt  by  Wtepingtvws  \  I  will  tau$*  the  eleri  to  toll  bit 
^  knelL  It  is  the  ver^  like  case  to  the  gentleman  angler,  that  goeth 
«*  to  the  river  for  his  pleasure:  This  angler  hath  neither  judgment 
<*  nor  experience :  he  may  come  home  lightly  laden  at  his  leisure 

*'  A  man  that  goeth  to  the  river  for  his  pleasure :  must  understand* 
<*  when  he  cometh  there,  to  set  fortb  bis  tatkU,  The  first  thing  he 
*<  must  do,  is  to  observe  the  u^iWand  sun  for  day,  the  otom,  the  stars, 
*<  and  the  %oan*s  of  tb*  air  for  Mioar,  to  stt  fortb  bis  tatkits  for  day 
^  or  night ;  and  accordingly  to  go  for  his  pleasure,  and  some  profit. 

**  Now  I  am  determined  to  angle  with  ground-baits,  and  set 
**  my  tackles  to  my  rod,  and  go  to  my  pleasure.  1  begin  at  the  upper- 
^  most  part  of  the  stream,  carrying  Iny  line  with  an  upright  nand, 
**  feeling  my  plummet  running  truly  on,  the  ground  some  ten  inches 
^  from  the  hook,  plumming  my  line  according  to  the  swiftness  of 
**  the  stream  I  angle  in;  (or  one  plummet  will  qot  serve  for  all 
**  Streams;  for  the  true  angling  is,  that  the  plummet  run  truly  on 
**  the  ground. 

**  My  lord  sent,  to  me,  at  sun-going-down  to  provide  him  a 
<«  good  dish  of  Tron^  against  the  next  morning,  by  six  o'clock.  I 
*'  went  to  the  door  to  see  bow  tbe  tvanes  of  tbe  aif  -were  like  to  frvoe, 
**  I  returned  answer,  that  I  doubted  not,  God  willing,  but  to  be  provided 
<*  at  the  time  appointed,  i  went  presently  to  the  river,  and  it  proved 
<*  very  dark :  I  tnrew  out  a  •  line — of  three  silks  and  three  hairs  twisted 
•"  for  the  mppermoit  part;  and  a  line  of  two  hairs  and  two  silks 
**  twisted,  for  the  Unver  part^with  a  good  large  hook.  I  baited  my 
'*  hook  with  two  lob- worms,  the  four  ends  hanging  as  meet  as  1  could 
"  guess  them  in  the  dark.  I  fell  to  angle.  It  proved  very  dark,  so  that 
**  I  had  good  sport ;  angling  with  the  lob-worms  as  I  do  with  the  flies, 
*<  on  the  top  ot  the  water :  You  shall  hear  the  fish  rise  at  the  top  of  the 
"  water ;  then,  you  must  loose  a  slack  line  down  to  the  bottom,  as  nigh 
**  as  you  can  guess y  then  hold  your  line  strait,  feeling  the  fish  bite; 
"  give  time,  there  is  no  doubt  of  losing  the  fish,  for  there  is  not 
**  one  amongst  twenty  but  doth  gorge  the  bait— the  least  stroke  you 
<*  can  strike  fastens  the  hook,  and  makes  the  fish  sore,  letting  the 
**  "fish  take  a  turn  or  two ;  you  may  take  him  up  with  your  hands. 
**  The  night  began  to  alter  and  grow  somewhat  lighter ;  I  took  off 
*'  the  lob-worms,  and  set  to  nay  rod  a  white  palmer-fly,  made  of  a 
**  large  hook ;  I  had  good  sport  tor  the  time,  nntd  it  grew  lighter ;  so  1 
**  took  off  the  white  palmer,  and  set  to  a  red  palmer,  i^a^e  of  a  large  hook.  % 
*<  I  had  good  sport  until  it  grew  very  light :  then  I  took  off  the  red 
"  palmer,  and  set  to  a  black  palmer ;   I  £ul  good  sport  and  nudt  up 
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a  gendeman  that  hath  spent  much  time  in  fishiiig  r 
but  I  shall  do  it  with  a  little  variation. 

First,  let  your  rod  be  light,  and  yery  gentle :  I 
take  the  best  to  be  of  two  pieces*.  And  let  not  your 
line  exceed — especially  for  three  or  four  links  next 
to  the  hook ;  I  say,  not  exceed — three  or  four  hairs 
at  the  most ;  though  you  may  fish  a  little  stronger, 
alcove,  in  the  upper  part  of  your  line :  But  if  you 
can  attain  to  angle  with  one  hair, — ^you  shall  have 
more  rbes,  and  catch  more  fish.  Now  you  must  be 
sure  not  to  cumber  yourself  with  too  long  a  line ; 
as  most  do.  And  before  you  begin  to  angle,  cast 
to  haye  the  wind  on  your  back ;  and  the  sun,  if  it 
shines,  to  be  before  you ;  and  to  fish  down  the  stream  ; 
and  carry  the  point  pr  top  of  your  rod  downward, 
by  which  means  the  shadow  of  yourself,  and  rod  too, 
will  be  the  least  offensive  to  the  fish, — for  the  sight 
of  any  shade  amazes  the  fish,,  and  spoils  your  sport,^ 
of  which  you  must  take  great  care. 

In  the  middle  ofMarchy  till  which  time  a  man  should 

«*  the  dish  of  fish.  So  I  put  ap  my  tacUov  and  wm  with  my  lord 
«  at  his  time  appointed  for  the  service. 

<<  These  three  flies  with  the  help  of  the  lol>-wormi»4erve  to  angle  all  the 
<«  year  for  the  night ;  observing  the  times— as  I  have  shewed  yoo— in  th2s 
»  night-work  tfa«  White  fly  for  darkness,  and  the  red  fly  m  mnB*^  and  the 
'<  black  fly  for  lightness.  This  is  the  true  experience  for  an^^ingin  the 
^  night  (  which  is  the  surest  angling  of  all,  and  killetfa  the  greatest  Trouts. 
<*  Yotir  lines  may  be  strong,  but  must  not  be  longer  than  your  rod; 

**  Now,  having  taken  a  good  dish  of  Trouts,  I  presented  them  to  my 
<•  lord.  He  havm?  provided  good  company,  commanded  me  to  turn 
^  cook,  and  dress  them  for  dinner. 

**  Hiere  comes  an  honest  gentleman,  a  ftmiliar  friend,  to  me» 
•»  he  was  an  angler— begins  to  compliment  with  me,  and  asked  me 
<<  how  1  did  ?  wnen  I  had  been  anghng  ?  and  demanded,  in  discourse, 
«*  what  was  the  reason  I  did  not  relate  in  my  book  the  dressing  of 
(«  bU  dish  •/  Jiihy  which  he  loved  ?  I  fray  ymi^  Sir^  what  disb  of  Trouts 
«<  was  thai  9  He  said,  it  was  a  dish  of  dose-boiled  Trouts,  buttered 
•*  with  eggs.  My  answer  was  to  him,  that  eoon  stvttiom  drutetb  tbat  disb 
<*  against  bis  tsfiUy  because  be  cannot  cahnr  ibem*  I  will  tell  you,  in  short, 
*^  Put  your  Trouts  imo  the  kettle  wh«n  the  kettle  is  set  to  the  fire, 
«  and  let  them  boil  gently,  as  many  cooks  do;  abd  they  shall  boil 
«<  close  enough  {  which  is  a  good  dish,  buttered  with  eggs,  good  for 
<*  ploughmen,  but  not  for  the  palate.  Sir,  /  btpe  I  bavc  givm  yM 
«<  satisfaction"     . 

•  For  your  Rod,  and  also  for  a  Fly-line).  take  the  directioDs  cootained* 
ilit]M;Vif«fonChap,XXI. 
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Bot  in  hoAesty  catch  a  trout— -or  in  April,  if  the  weather 

be  dark,  or  a  little  windy  or  cloudy — the  best  fish- 

ing  18  with  the  palmer  worm,  of  which 

I  last  spoke  to  you;  but  of  these  there    AnupMgs\^% 

be  divers  kinds,  .or  at  least  of  divers 

colours :  these  and  the  may-fly  are  the  ground  of 

all  fly-angling  t  which  are  to  be  thus  made : 

First,  you  must  arm  your  hook  with  the  line,  in  the 
inide  of  it :  then  take  your  scissars,  and  cut  so  much 
of  a  brown  mallard's  feather  as,  in  your  own  reason, 
will  make  the  wings*  of  it, — ^you  having,  withal,  re- 
gard to  the  bigness  or  littleness  of  your  hook  :  then 
lay  the  outmost  part  of  your  feather  next  to  your 
hook;  then,  the  point  of  your  feather  next  the  shank 
of  your  hook, — and  having  so  done,  whip  it  three  or 
four  times  about  the  hodk  with  the  same  silk  with 
which  your  hook  was  armed  ;  and  having  made  the 
silk  fast,  take  the  hackle  of  a  cock  [cock's]  or  capon^s 
Beck, — or,  a  plover's  top  which  is  usually  better,—- 
take  off  the  one  side  of  the  feather,  and  then  take  the 
hackle,  [and  whip  it  three  or  four  times  round  with} 
silk,  or  crewel,  gold  or  silver  thread ;  make  these  fast 
at  the  bent  of  the  hook,  that  b  to  say,  below  your 
crmin^ ;  then  you  must  take  the  hackle,  the  silver  or 
gold  thread,  and  work  it  up  to  the  wings, — shifting  or 
still  removing  vour  finger,  as  you  turn  the  silk  about 
the  hook, — and  still  looking,  at  every  stop  or  turn, 
that  your  gold,  or  what  materials  soever  you  make 
your  fly  of,  do  lie  right  and  neatly ;  and  if  you  find 
they  do  so,  then  when  vou  have  made  the  head,  make 
all  fast  ;*and  then  worK  your  hackle  up  to  the  head^ 
and  make  that  fast :  and  then,  with  a  needle  or  pin^ 
divide  the  wing  into  two ;  and  then,  with  the  arming 
silk,  whip  it  about  cross-ways  betwixt  the  wins^s ;  and 
then  with  your  thumb  you  must  turn  the  poiut  of  the 
feather  towards  the  bent  of  the  hook  ?  and  then  work 
three  or  four  times  about  the  shank  of  the  book ;  and 
then  view  the  proportion ;  and  if  all  be  neat,  and  to 
your  liking,  fasten. 

»  See  Part  II,  Chat.  VII.  fly  for  FtUnary^  S,  n.— Walton  giv€»^dircc- 
tioni  for  making  the  May-flt  wfra^ 
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I  confess,  no  direction  can  be  given  to  make  a  man 
of  a  dull  capacity  able  to  make  a  fly  well :  and  yet  I 
know,  this,  with  a  little  practice^  will  help  an  in<- 
genious  angler  in  a  good  degree.  But  to  see  a  fly 
made  by  an  artist  in  that  kind,  is  the  best  teaching  to 
make  it.  And,  then,  an  ingenious  angler  may  walk 
by  the  river,  and  mark  what  flies  fall  on  the  water  that 
day ;  and  catch  one  of  them,  if  he  sees  the  I'routs  leap 
at  a  fly  of  tha#  kind  and  then — (having  always  hooks 
ready  hung  with  him)  r  and  having  a  bag  also  always 
with  him ;  with  bearV  hair,  or  the  hair  of  a  brown  or 
sad^coloured  heifer ;  hackles  of  a  cock  or  capon ; 
several  coloured  silk  and  crewel ;  to  make  the  body 
of  the  fly  ; — ^the  feathers  of  a  drake's  head ;  black  or 
brown  sheep's  wool,  or  hog's  wool,  or  hair ;  thread  of 
gold  and  of  silver;  silk  of  several  colours,  especially 
sad-coloured;  to  make  the  fly's  head:  and  there  be 
also  other  coloured  feathers,  both  of  little  birds  and 
of  speckled  fowl*  :  I  say,  having  those  with  him  in  a 

*  The  Author  not  having  narticuUrly  emimerated  the  Materials  ne^ 
cessary  for  fly-making^-it  wul  not  be  improper,  once  for  all,  to  do  it 
here.  And,  first,  [for  Dubbing :]  you  must  be  provided  with  bear*8haif 
of  divert  colours :  as  grey,  dun,  light  and  darit  coloured,  bright  brown 
and  that  which  shines :  also  camel's  hair,  dark,  li^ht,  and  of  a  colour  be» 
tween  both :  badger's  hair,  or  for :  spaniels  hair  from  behind  the  ear, 
light  and  dark  brown,  blackish  and  black  :  hog's  down,  which  may  be 
had,  about  Christmas,  of  butchers,  or  rather  of  those  that  make  brawn, — 
it  should  be  plucked  fron\  under  the  throat,  and  other  soft  places  of  the 
hog« — and  must  be  of  the  following  colours,  vis.  black,  red,  whitish,  and 
sand^,  and  for  other  colours,  you  may  get  them  dyed  at  a  dyer's :  seal's 
fur,  IB  to  be  had  at  the  trui^-makers, — get  this  also  dyed  of  the  colours 
of  cow's  and  calfs  hair,  in  all  the  different  shades,  from  the  light  to  the 
darkest  brown;  you  will  then  never  need  cow's  or  calTs^hair, — both 
which  are  harsh,  and  will  never  work  kindly,  nor  lie  handsomely;  Get 
also  mohairs,  black ;  blue;  purple;  white;  violet;  //o^^/Ai,  which  colour 
is  described  in  a  note  on  Cotton's  Flies  for  March ;  Pbiiomot,  firom  /euilU 
mortcy  a  dead  leaf;  yellow ;  and  orange :  Camlets,  both  hair  and  worsted, 
blue,  yellow,  dun,  hght  and  dark  brown,  red,  violet,  purple,  black,  horse- 
flesh, pink,  and  orange  colours.  Some  recommend  the  hair  of  abortive 
colts  and  calves;  but  seal's  fur,  dyed  as  above,  is  much  better. 

A  piece  of  an  old  Turkey  carpet  will  furnish  excellent  dubbing;  un- 
twist the  yam,  and  pick  out  the  wool,  carefully  separating  the  different 
colours,  and  lay  it  by. 

Some  use  for  dubbing,  barge-sail :  concerning  which,  the  reader  is  to 
know,  that  the  sails  of  West  country  and  other  barges,  when  old,  are 
usually  converted  into  tilts, — ^under  which  there  is  alnioitt  a  continual 
•moak  arising  from  the  fire  and  the  steam  of  the  beef-kettle  which  all  such 
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Bag*,  and — ^trying  to  make  a  fly,  though  he  miss  at 
first,  yet  shall  he  at  last  hit  it  better,  even  to  such  a 

barget  carry^— 4ind  which  in  time  dyes  the  tilt  of  a  fine  brown ;  this 
wowd  be  excellent  dubbing,  but  that  the  material  of  these  sails  is  sheep*s 
wool,  which  soaks  in  the  water,  and  soon  becomes  Terr  heavy :  howevef , 
ret  of  this  as  many  different  shades  as  you  can :  and  nave  seal's  fur  and 
Emr-wool  dyed  to  match  them^ — ^which,  by  reason  they  are  more  turbid, 
ttifi,  and  li^^t,  and  so  float  better,  are,  in  most  cases  to  be  preferred  to 
wonted,  crewels,  and,  indeed,  to  every  other  kind  of  wool^— and  observe 
that  the  hog-wool  is  best  for  large,  and  the  seals  Air  for  small  fltes. 

Get  also  furs  of  the  following  animals,  viz,  the  squirrel^  particularly 
from  his  tail;  fox-cub,  from  the  tail  where  it  is  downy  and  of  an  ash- 
coloor;  an  old  fox;  an  old  otter;  otter  cub;  badger  fuCmart,  or 
filmert;  a  hair,  from  the  neck,  where  it  is  of  the  colour  of  withered 
fern ;  and  above  all,  the  vellow  fur  of  the  martem,  from  off  the  gills  or 
wjfou  under  the  jaws.  All  these,  and  almost  every  other  kind  of  fur,  are 
tasil  v  got  at  the  furrier's. 

HatkUs  are  a  very  important  article  in  fly-maldb^g :  they  are  the  long 
slender  feathers  that  hang  from  the  head  of  a  cock  dovm  his  neck :  there 
may  also  be  fine  ones  got  from  near  his  tail ;  be  careful  that  they  are  not 
too  rank,  which  they  are  when  the  fibres  are  more  than  half  an  inch  long, 
--and  for  some  purposes  these  are  much  too  big  ;  be  provided  with  these 
of  the  following  colours  v/s.  red,  dun,  yellowish,  white,  orange,  and 
perfect  black,  and  whenever  yon  meet,  alive  or  dead,  with-a  cock  of  the 
game  breed,  whose  ancle  is  ot  a  strong  brown-red,  never  fail  to  buy  him, 
—but  observe  that  the  feathers  of  a  cock  chicken,  be  they  ever  lo  fine  for 
shape  and  colour,  are  good  for  little ;  for  they  are  too  downy  and  weak  to 
stand  erect  after  they  are  once  wet,  and  so  are  those  of  the  Bantam-cock. 

[Other]  Fsatberi  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  wings  and  other  parts 
of  mes :  get  therefore  feathers  from  the  back  and  other  parts  of  the  wild 
naUard,  or  drake ;  the  feathers  of  a  partridge,  especially  those  red  ones 
that  are  in  the  tail ;  feathers  from  a  cock  pheasant's  breast  and  tail« — ^tht 
wings  of  a  black-bird,  a  brown  hen,  of  a  surling,  a  jay,  a  land-rail,  a 
thrMtle,  a  fieldCue,  and  a  vrater-coot ;  the  feathers  from  the  crown  of 
the  pewit,  plover,  or  lap-vring :  green  and  copper-coloured  peacock's,  and 
black  ostrich,  herle ;  leathers  from  a  heron's  neck  and  win^  And  re- 
member. That  in  most  instances,  where  the  drake's  or  wild  mallard's 
feather  is  hereafter  [in  the  textl  directed,— fi&tf«  from  a  starling's  wing  will 
do  much  better^  as  being  of  a  nner  grain,  and  less  spungy. 

Be  provided  with  marking-silk  of  all  colours,— fine  but  very  strong, 
flaw  suk;  gold  and  silver  flatted  wire,  or  twist ;  a  sharp  knife ;  hooks  of 
all  sites;  hog's  bristles  for  loops  to  your  flies ;  shoemaker's  wax ;  a  large 
needle  to  raise  your  dubbing,  when  flatted  with  working ;  and  a  small, 
but  sharp  pair  of  scissars. 

And  la^y.  If  any  materials  required  in  the  mbiequent  Lists  or  flies 
may  have  been  omitted  in  the  foregoing  Catalo^e,—  be  careful  to  add 
them  to  your  former  stock,  as  often  as  yon  shall  find  any  such  omissions. 

Rememberr—With  all  your  dubbing,  to  \mix  bear's  bair  and  bog*s 
wool,  which  are  stiff,  and  not  apt  to  imbibe  the  water,  as  the  fine  furs, 
and  most  other  kind  of  dubbing  do ;  and  remesnber  also,  that  martem> 
iiir  is  the  best  yellow  you  can  use, 

*  The  use  oif  a  Bag,  is  attended  with  many  iAcoiiveiuei^ces ;  of  which. 
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perfection,  as  nooe  can  well  teach  him.  And  if  he  hit  to 
make  his  Ay  right, — and  baye  the  luck  to  hit^also^where 

the  mixing  and  waiting  your  matertak  are  not  the  leatf :  to  preyoiC 
which,  the  following  method  is  recommended ;  take  a  piece  of  fine-grained 
parchment,  of  teTen  inches  hj  nine,  and  fold  it  so  that  the  sise  and  pro- 
portion  of  it  will  be  that  of  a  smaJl  octavo  Tolnme ;  then  open  it,  and 
through  the  first  leaf,  with  a  sharp  penknife  and  a  ruler,  make  three  cxtm 
cuts,  at  the  same  proportionable  distance  as  those  in  Plate  XJ.  Fig.  1 .  and 
with  a  needle  and  silk,  stitch  the  two  leaves  together,  as  in  that  figure;  let 
each  of  the  margins  be  half  an  inch  at  least. 

Then  with  a  pair  of  compasses,  uke  the  distance  firom  A  to  B,  and  set 
it  on  in  the  middle  of  a  small  piece  of  parchment ;  and  likewise  set  on 
the  same  distance  to  the  right  and  left ;  and,  at  eaich  extremity,  cut  off, 
with  a  penknife  and  ruler,  the  spare  parchment*  obsenring  that  the  aide* 
are  exactly  parallel. 

At  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  from  the  top,  make  a  cut  through  the 
first  and  third  divisions,  and  with  a  pair  of  scissars,  snip  out  the  loose 
pieces. 

Then  set  on  the  distance  from  A  to  C,  and  cut  as  before,  leawg  the 
middle  division  an  inch  longer  at  bottom  than  the  others:  when  this  ia 
done,  your  parchment  will  have  the  shape  and  proportion  of  Fig.  8»  and 
you  may  cut  the  upper  flap  as  it  appears  there. 

Be  careful  that  the  cuts,  and  indeed  all  your  work,  are  exactly  square ; 
and  when  this  is  done,  turn  in  the  sides  and  ends  of  the  parchment,  so  cut 
as  before;  and  press  the  folds  with  a  folding-stick,— «nd  you  hate  one 
pocket,  shaped  as  Fig.  3. ;  which  put  into  the  first  partition. 

Pursue  the  same  method  with  the  small  p<Nd(ets,  and  those  for 
the  other  partitions;  and  in  this  manner,  proceed  till  yon  have  can»- 
pleted  six  leaves,  which  are  to  make  the  first  of  your  book.  The  larger 
of  these  pockets  are  to  hold  h<^'s  wool,  aeal*s  fur  and  beards  hair;  and 
the  smalter,  the  finer  furs,  which  are  those  of  the  martem,  fox-cub, 
&c. 

In  each  of  the  six  divisions,  in  every  leaf,  with  a  sadler*s  hollow  punch, 
make  a  hole ;  to  which  end,  take  a  thin  narrow  stick  of  beech,  or  any 
hardish  wood,  and  when  the  pocket  is  in  its  place,  put  the  stick  down  into 
the  pocket,  and,  observing  tne  centre  of  the  division,  give  the  punch  a 
ffmart  blow  with  a  mallet :  these  holes  will  shew  what  is  contained  in  each 
of  the  pockets. 

The  next  leaf  mav  be  single ;  stitch  it  across  with  double  tSJk  diag«ially» 
and  cross  those  stitches  with  others^— and  the  spaces  will  be  of  a  lozenge- 
shape  ;  let  the  stitches  be  half  an  inch  in  length :  into  these  your  are  to  tusk 
your  dubbing,  when  mixed  readv  for  use. 

The  next  leaf  should  be  dmible,  stitched  with  a  margin  as  the  others: 
and  through  the  first  fold  cut  a  lozenge,  as  big  as  the  size  will  allow  of ; 
into  this  you  may  tuck  three  or  four  wmgs  of  small  birds,  as  the  surlinff, 
the  land-rail,  the  throstle,  if  a  At  the  back  of  this  leaf,  sew  two  littEe 
parchment  straps,  of  half  an  inch  wide,  very  strong ;  through  which  put 
•a  smaU,  but  very  neat  and  sharp  pair  of  scissars. 

You  may  on  another  single  Juf,  make  four  or  five  cross-bars  of  long 
stitches,  through  which,  as  well  on  the  back  as  the  foxeside,  yon  may-  put 
large  feathers,  namely,  those  of  a  cock'iiheasaBt's  tail,  ai  raddy^brown 
hen,  Ac. 
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there  is  store  of  Trouts,  a  dark  day,  «nd  a  right  wind; 
he  will  catch  such  store  of  them,  as  will  encourage 
him  to  grow  more  and  more  in  love  with  the  art  of  fly- 
making. 

Ven.  But,  my  loving  master  \  if  any  wind  will  not 
serve,  then  I  wish  I  were  in  Lapland,  to  buy  a  good 
wind  of  one  of  the  honest  witches,  that  sell  so  many 
winds  there,  and  so  cheap. 

Pise*  Marry,  scholar  !  but  I  would  not  be  there, 
nor  indeed  from  under  this  tree  ;  for  look  how  it  begins 
to  rain !  and  by  the  clouds,  if  I  mistake  not,  we  shall 
presently  have  a  smoking  shower ;  and  therefore  sit 
close  ;  this  svcamore  tree  will  shelter  us.  And  I  will 
tell  you,  as  they  shall  come  into  my  mind,  more  obser- 
vations of  fly-fishing  for  a  Trout. 

But,  first,  for  the  Wind  :  You  are  to  take  notice, 

The  next  three  leaves  ahould  be  double ;  stitch  them  through  the  mid- 
dle, from  side  to  slde^-— and  with  the  compasses  describe  a  circle  of  about 
an  inch  and  half  diameter ;  cut  out  the  parchment  within  the  circle.  Un- 
der some  of  the  margins,  when  the  leaves  are  stitched  together,  you  may 
tuck  peacock's  and  ostrich  herle ;  and  in  others  lay  neatly  the  golden  fea* 
thers  of  a  pheasant*s  breast,  and  the  grey  and  dyed  yellow  mail  of  a 
mallard. 

Three  double  leaves  more,  with  only  two  large  pockets  in  each,  may  be 
allotted  for  silk  of  varioiis  colours,  gold  and  silver  twist,  and  other  odd 
thinj^^ 

Six  single  leaves  more  will  comttleat  your  book ;  stitch  them  from  side 
to  ride  with  distances  of  half  an  incn, — and  cross  those  stitches  with  others, 
from  top  to  bottom,  with  somewhat  greater  distances.  And  into  rtvrjp 
vtber  ^ace,  reckoning  from  top  to  bottom,  lay  neatly  and  smoothly  a  sur- 
ling's  feather ;  do  the  same  on  the  back-side ;  and,  so,  fbr  tnvo  leaves.  The 
other  leaves  you  may  fiU  with  landrails  and  other  small  feathers,  plover*s 
tops,  and  red  and  black  hackles. 

The  first  and  last  leaves  of  your  book  may  be  double,  stitched  in  the 
middle,  from  side  to  side,  but  open  at  the  edees;  which  will  leave  you  four 
pockets  Hke  those  of  a  common  pocket-book ;  into  which  you  may  put 
moaks,and  a  small  piece  of  wax,  wnqppedin  a  bit  of  elove-leather. 

To  the  page  that  contains  the  mixed  dubbings,  uiefe  should  be  an  In- 
dex, referrmg  to  every  division  contained  in  it,  and  expressing  what  ily 
^h  mixture  is  for. 

When  your  book  is  thus  prepared,  send  it  to  the  binder  with  directions 
to  bind  it  as  strong  as  possible ;  let  him  leave  a  flap  to  one  of  the  boards, 
V)d  fasten  to  it  a  yard  of  ribbon  to  tie  it. 

The  usefulness  and  manifold  conveidences  of  a  Book  are  appamit ;  and 
wluiHr«r  wtH  be  at  the  |)ains  of  making  sugh  a  one  as  tbk,  will  find  it 
jpsMlf  preferable  «»  a  nia|^sine-bag. 
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that  of  the  \vinds  the  south  wind  is  said  to  be  best.  One 
observes,  that 


-when  the  wind  is  south, 


It  blows  jroor  bait  into  a  fish's  mouth. 

Next  to  that,  the  west  wind  is  believed  to  be  the  best : 
and  having  told  you  that  the  east  wind  is  the  worst,  I 
need  not  tell  you  which  wind  is  the  best  in  the  third 
degree.  And  yet,  as  Solomon  observes,  ^hat "  he  that 
*^  considers  the  wind  shall  never  sow  ;"sohe  thatbusics 
his  head  too  much  about  them,  if  the  weather  be  not 
made  extreme  cold  by  an  east  wind,  shall  be  a  little  su- 
perstitious :  for  as  it  is  observed  by  some,  that  ^'  there 
"  is  no  good  horse  of  a  bad  colour ;  so  I  have  observed, 
that  if  it  be  a  cloudy  day  and  not  extreme  cold,  let  the 
wind  sit  in  what  corner  it  will,  and  do  its  worst,  I  heed 
it  not.  And  yet  take  this  for  a  rule,  That  I  \iould, 
willingly,  fish  standing  on  the  lee-shore.  And  you  are 
to  take  notice.  That  the  fish  lies  or  swims  nearer  the 
bottom,  and  in  deeper  water,  in  W  inter — than  in  Sum- 
mer ;  and  also  nearer  the  bottom,  in  any  cold  day,  and 
then,  ^ets  nearer  the  lee-side  of  the  water. 

But  1  promised  to  tell  you,  more,  of  the  Fly-fishing 
for  a  Trout ;  which  I  may  have  time  enough  to  do,  for 
you  see  it  rains  May  butter.  First  for  a  May-fly  : 
You  may  make  his  body  with  greenish  coloured  crewel 
or  willowish  colour  ;  darkening  it  in  most  places  with 
waxed  silk ;  (or  ribbed  with  black  hair ;  or,  some  of 
them,  ribbed  with  silver  thread ;)  and  such  wings,  for 
the  colour,  as  you  see  the  fly  to  have  at  that  season, 
nay,  at  that  very  day  on  the  water.  Or  you  may  make 
the  Oak-fly;  with  an  orange,  tawny,  and  black 
ground;  and  the  brown  of  a  mallard's  feather  for  the 
wings  *,  And  you  are  to  know,  that  these  two  are  most 
excellent  flies,  that  is,  the  May-fly  and  the  Oak-fly. 


*  Some  dab  the  Oak-fly,  with  black  wool,  and  Iiabella-colored  mohair, 
and  brieht  browniih  bear's  hair,  warped  on  with  yellow  silk,  but  the  head 
of  an  a3i-coloar ;  others  dub  it  with  an  orange,  tawtiy,  and  black  grwmd ; 
o^ers  with  blackish  wool  and  gold-twist  j  the  wings  of  the  brown  of  a 
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And  let  me  again  tell  you,  That  you  keep  as  far  from 
the  water  as  you  can  possibly,  ivhether  you  fish  with  a 
fly  or  worm ;  and  fish  down  the  stream.  And  when 
you  fish  with  a  fly, — if  it  be  possible,  let  no  part  of 
your  line  touch  the  water*,  but  your  fly  only ;  and  be 
still  moving  your  fly  upon  the  water,  or  casting  it  int^i 
the  water,  you  yourself  being  also  always  moving  down 
the  stream. 

Mr.  Barker  commends  several  sorts  of  the  palmer- 
flies  ;  not  only  those  ribbed  with  silver  and  gold, — ^but 
others  that  have  their  bodiesall  made  of  black ;  or,  some 
with  red,  and  a  red  hackle.  You  may  also  make  the 
IIawthorn-fly  :  which  is  all  black. — and  not  big, 
but  very  small,  the  smaller  the  better.  Or  the  oak- fly +, 
the  body  of  which  is  orange  colour  and  f  See  thepre- 
black  crewel,  with  a  brown  wing.  Or  a  ««d*n«  pag«- 
fly  made  with  a  peacock's  feather,  is  excellent  in  a 
bright  dayj: :  You  must  be  sure  you  want  not  in  your 

mallard's  feather.  Bowlker,  in  his  Art  of  Anglings  p,  63,  says,  '<  The 
«*  body  may  be  made  of  a  bittern's  feather,  and  the  >vings  of  the  feather, 
^  of  a  woodcock's  wing,"  These  su^Umentary  direttiontt  i/uertediy.  Sir 
Jobm  HatvkUu  in  a  moU  Pwo  pagu  infra,  the  Editor  has  transptedt  a*  rievknt 
to  tbisjbart  of  the  text, 

*  This  is  impossible,  unless  you  dlb  with  the  artificial  as  with  the  na^ 
tural  fly,  which  is  never  practised.  The  Method  of  throwing  or  casting  it 
more  particularly  treated  of,  in  the  notes  on  Chap.  V.  Part  lU 

\  A  brother  of  the  angle  mutt^  always,  he  sped 
fVith  three  hlaek  palmer Sy  and  also  two  reds 
And,  all,  made  with  hackles.     In  a  elondy  day. 
Or  itt  windy  weather,  angle  yon  may  : 

But  morning  and  evening,  if  the  day  he  hright ; 
And  the  chief  point  of  all  is  to  keep  out  of  sight, 
M  Jn  the  month  of  May,  none  but  the  May-fly, 
M  for  every  month,  one  T*  is  a  pitiful  lye. 

The  ^iWiHAWTHOKN*PLT  must  be  very  small i 
And  the  sandly  hog*s  hair  is,  sure,  best  of  all 
(For  the  msMard^wing  Mayfly,  and  peacocks  train, 
JVill  look  like  the  flesh-fly  J  to  kill  Trout  amain. 

The  O  AK-Flv  is  good,  if  it  have  a  brown  wing. 
So  is  the  grasshopper,  that  in  July  doth  sing ; 
With  a  green  body  make  him,  on  a  middle~siz*d  hook, 
fikt  whtnyou  bavi  catehtftb^  then  play  the  good  took. 
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magazine-ba^  the  peacock^s  feather :  and,  grounds  of 
such  wool  and  ere  wel  as  will  make  th  e  grasshopper.  And 
note.  That,  usually,  the  smallest  flies  are  the  best ;  and 
note  also,  That  the  light  fly  does  usually  make  most 
sport  in  a  dark  day ;  and  the  darkest  and  least  fly,  in  a 
bright  or  clear  day :  and  lastly  note,  That  you  are  to 
repair,  upon  any  occasion,  to  your  magazine-bag ;  and 
upon  any  occasion,  vary  and  make  them  lighter  or  sad- 
der according  to  your  fancy,  or  the  day. 

And  now  I  shall  tell  you,  that  the  fishmg  with  a  na- 
tural-fly is  excellent,  and  affords  much  pleasure. 
They  may  be  found  thus:  the  May^fiy^  usually, 
in  and  about  that  month,  near  to  the  river  side, 
especially  against  raini  the  Oak-jly^  on  the  butt  or 
body  of  an  oak  or  ash,  from  the  beginning  of  May  to 
the  end  of  August ;  it  is  a  brownish  fly,  and  easy  to  be 
so  found,  and  stands  usually  with  his  head  downward, 
that  is  io  «ay,  towards  the  root  of  the  tree* :  the 
small  black-fly,   or  Hawthorn-Jly^  is  to  be  had,  on 

f  Compare  this     Once  more^  my  go$d  h'tther.  rihpemk  in  thy  ear  ; 
with  what  is  said     Hpg'iy  red  eoJt^  and  Bear  s  wool^  Ufioat  best  ^  appear  i 
at  the  end  ofWal-     And  so  doth  your  fur  ^  *f  rightly  it  fall  t 
tOO*S  Preface,  JBttt  always  rememher^  make  two,  and  make  allf . 

A  specimen  of  Mr*  Barkers  poetry ! 

*  The  Oak  fly  is  known  also  by  the  names  of  the  Ash-fly  and 
die  Woodcock-fly :  and  in  Shropshire  it  is  called  the  Cannon  or  Down- 
lull-fly.  Bowlker,  in  his  Art  of  Anglings  yigt  63,  says;  «<  This  fly, 
''^  as  I  have  lately  been  informed  vy  a  gentleman  of  veracity,  is 
**  bred  in  those  little  balls  which  erow  on  the  bonehs  of  large  oaks, 
**  commonly  called  oak-apples;  which  he  accidentally  discovered,  by 
**  oj>ening  several  of  these  balls  which  had  been  gathered  in  the 
'<  winter  and  brought  into  the  house;  in  each  of  which  was  found 
^  the  cannon-fly, — some  of  which,  being  enlivened  by  the  warmth 
**  of  the  room,  immediately  took  flight,  and  fixed  in  the'  window 
**  with  the  head  downwards,  the  position  diey  observe  oo  the  trees.*' 

This  discovery,  by  which  the  formation  of  galls  is  accounted  for, 
as  well  as  the  substances  above  mentioned,  was  made  long  ago  by 
the  sagacious  Malpighi;  who  had,  with  great  diligence,  attetided  to 
the  operations  of  msects  in  the  act  of  depositing  dieir  eggs:  and,  in 
his  treatise  De  GalUs^  he  describes  the  hollow  instrument,  wherewith 
many  flies  are  provided,  with  which  they  perforate  the  tegument  of 
leases,  firuits,  or  buds,  and  through  the  houow  of  it  inject  their  eggt 
into  the  wounds  which  they  have  made^ — ^where,  in  process  of  time, 
they  hatch  and  are  nourished :  and  this  he  beheld  one  pf  those  in- 
sects doing  in  the  bud  of  an  oaki  See  Malpighi,  dSr  Gallis^  page  47. 
See  also  Dr.  Plot's  History  of  Staffordsbirct  224. 


CHAPi,  ▼.  THE  COMPUTB   ANOLBR*  IflS 

aay  hawthorn  bosh  after  the  leaves  be  come  forth. 

with  these— 4ind  a  short  line,  as  I  shewed 

to  angle  for  a  Chub* — you   may  dape*  Ante  page  135. 

or  dop;    and  also  with  a  grashopper; 

behind  a  treCy  or  in  any  deep  hole;    still  making  it 

to  move  on  the  top  of  the  'Water^  as  if  it  were  alive ; 

and  still  keeping  yourself  oat  of  sight,— yon  shall 

certainly  have  sport  if  there  be  Treats ;    yea,  in  a 

hot  day,  but  esiiecially  in  the  evening  of  a  hot  day, 

you  will  have  sport. 

And  now,  scholar!  my  direction  for  fly-fishing  is 
ended  with  this  shower,  for  it  has  done  raining. 
And  now  look  about  you,  and  see  how  pleasantly 
that  meadow  looks;  nay,  and  the  earth  smells  as 
sweetly  too.  Come  let  me  tell  you  what  holy  Mr. 
Herbert  says  of  such  days  and  flowers  as  these ;  and 
then  we  will  thank  God  that  we  enjoy  them;  and 
walk  to  the  river  and  sit  down  quietly,  and  try  to 
catch  the  other  brace  of  Tronls. 


Sweet  day !  so  oool,  so  calm,  so  bright » 
The  bridal  of  the  earth  and  sky ; 
Sweet  dewi  shall  weep  thj  fall  to-night« 
fyr  thoa  most  die. 

Sweet  rose  I  whose  faiie»  aagrj  uodlnvftf 
Bids  the  rash  paxer  wipe  bis  ejes 
Thy  root  Is  ertr  hi  its  graTey 

and  thoa  most  die* 

Sweet  spring  I  fall  of  sweet  dajs  and  roses  | 
A  box  where  sweets  compacted  lie^ 
If  J  mosie  shews  yoa  have  yoor  closes 
and  all  mast  did« 

And  Dr.  Deriiam  fajTS,  he  himself  «  had  once  the  good  forttirie 
*  to  see  an  oak-hall  ichneumon  strike  its  Ure6ra  into  an  oak-apple 
*"  di^en  times,  no  doubt  to  lay  its  eggs  therein.'*  J^byi,  Tbeol,  Book  d. 
Chap.  6.  Note  U. 

There  b  no  comparison  between  the  first  of  these  authorities  and 
those  of  the  two  persons  last  mentioned;  but  it  is  pleasing  to  apply 
the  accidental  discoireries  of  unlearned  men  to  the  confirmatiaa  of 
hypotheses  of  which  they  are  ignorant. 


Only  «  sweet  «Bd  i^rtaom  loul, 
Like  MUoii*4  timber,  never  gfres  i 
But  when  the  whole  world  tarni  .to  ooal,— 
theot  cMelljy  liTei. 

Ven.  I  thank  you,  good  masier!  for  jour  good  di- 
rection for  fly-fishing ;  and  for  the  sweet  enjoyment  of 
the  pleasant  clay,— -which  is,  so  for,  spent  without  oi^ 
fence  to  God  or  man.  And  I  thank  you,  for  the  sweilfc 
close  of  your  discourse  with  Mr.  Herbert's  Terses ;  wbo^ 
I  have  heard,  loved  angling,— iCnd  I  do  the  rather  be- 
lieve it,  because  he  had  a  spirit  suitable  to  anglerif  and 
to  those  primitive  christians  that  you  love,  amd  have  io 
much  commended. 

Pise.  Well,  my  loving  scholar!  and /am  plonod, 
to  know  that  you  are  so  wdl  pleasied  with  my  diiectioii 
and  discourse* 

And  since  you  like  the«  verses  of  Mr.  Herbert's,  so 
well,— let  me  tell  you,  what  a  leverend  mad  learned  di- 
vine-^that  professes  to  imitate  him,  and  has  indeed 
done  so  most  excellentiv — ^hath  wjrit  of  our  book  of 
Common  Prayer ;  which  I  know  you  will  like  the  bet- 
ter, because  fie  is  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I  am  sure  no 
enemy  to  angling*. 

WhtAl  PAAT^itl^fJk'BooK?  mufcomcoir?  YeftWhjnot? 
Tbe  ^'rft  ff  ^ue 
And  mfpUcMUonp 
It  not  left  fiee,  aims 
FerUmeandpUce^ 
But  manner  too:  to  kiad,  oabpxax,  l^roftf, 

*  This  inwage  goes  very  near  to  unfold  to  ug  a  saoet  in  literuy  huto- 
ry,  «/«.  tnie  name  of  the  author  of  the  Synagogue  a  collection  of  poems, 
suppletory  to  that  of  Mr.  George  Herbert  entitled  the  TempU.  For  we 
see  «  Ch.  Harrie**  subscribed  to  the  ensuing  bulooidm  on  the  Ctmmui 
TraytTy  waiCB  is  also  to  be  found  In  the  Syn^g^e,  And  t  find  in  the 
Atbin.  Oiros.Vol.  I.  267.  a  Cbrht^ber  Harvty;  a  Master  of  Arts,  Vicar  of 
Clifton  in  Warwickshire;  bom  in  1597,  *and  who  lived  to  16^  and 
perhaps  after.  Further,  the  second  copy  of  commendatory  verses,  prt- 
fized  to  this  book,  has  the  subscription  «•  Ch.  Harvie,  M«  A."  The  pie- 
sumption  therefore  is  very  strong,  that  both  were  written  by  the  Christie 
j)her  Harvey  above-mentioneda  At  the  end  of  tbf  Syn^gw^e  are 
verses  lubscribed ««  Iz.  Wa." 
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If » ally  alike— to  him  thai  pra^ft 

la'i  heart,  wbal  with  hit  noiith  ha  $^u 

Tb€jr  that  j»  prifate,  bjr  themielTef  aloDe* 
Do  pray  i  maj  take 
What  iiber^  thej  pleaac. 
In  chttsiog  of  the  wayi 
Wherein  to  make 
Their  wonVi  most  intimate  affectioni  known 
To  Him  that  sees  in  secret,  when 
Th*  are  most  oonoeard  from  other  men. 

Bttt  he,  that  onto  others  leads  the  wajt 
In  pnbtic  prajer  i 
Should  do  it,  so, 
'  Af  all  that  hear,  maj  know 
The  jf  need  not  fear 
To  tone  their  hcarti  onto  his  tonpie  and  saj 
Aflwii  I  not  donbt  they  wue  batiaT'd 
To  bhMphan»»  when  tbej  laeaat  to  Ikv9  9ny*d. 


•DwfoHtti  wUl  add  life  vito  the  latter : 

And  why  thonld  not 
That  which  anthoritj 
Prescribes,  esteemed  he 
Advantage  got  ? 
If  Ih*  prajer  be  gnod;— the  eatkmaiter  the  better. 
Prtn^er  in  (he  QmrelCt  words  at  w€U 
A*  SBKSK,  of  all  prajers  bear  the  bell*, 

CH.  HARnfi. 


•  These  Terses  were  written  at  or  near  the  time  when  ^bttiiiirgy  was 
abolished  by  an  ordinance  of  parliament,— and  while  it  was  agitating,  as  a 
theological  question.  Whether,  of  the  two,  ^retomtnvtd  or  iMUm^rmry 
prayer,  be  most  agreeable  to  the  sense  of  scriptttre  ?  in  fiivonr  of  the 
wrmcr,  I  have  heara  it  asserted  by  a  very  eloquent  person,  and  one  of  the 
aUest  writers  both  in  prose  and  Terse  now  Uvmg,  nat  he  never  without 
prenaeditatiao  could  adress  his  Maker  in  terms  suited  to  his  conceptions  i 
and  that  of  all  written  composition  he  had  found  that  of  prayer  to  be  the 
moet  diflieult.  Of  the  same  opinion,  isa  very  eminent  prdate  of  this  day  ; 
who,  fbexng  himseif  an  excellent  jttd|[e  of  literature,)  in  a  conversatioa  on 
the  mbject,  declared  it  to  me,--tft  the  same  time  saying,  that,  excepting 
diose  in  the  LHurgy^  be  looked  on  the  prayers  of  Dr.  Jeremy  Taylor, 
that  occur  in  the  course  of  his  works,  as  oy  &r  the  most  elioqnent  and 
eniifetic  of  any  in  ear  langnage. 

mS 
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And  now,  scholar !  I  think  it  will  be  time  to  repair 
to  our  angle-rods ;  which  we  left  in  the  water  to  fish  for 
themselves ;  and  yon  shall  chuse  which  shall  be  yours ; 
and  it  is  an  eren  lay,  one  of  them  catches. 

And,  let  me  tell  you,  this  kind  of  fishing  with  a  dead 
rod,  and  laying  night-hooks ;  are  like  putting  money 
to  nse ;  for  they,  both,  work  for  the  owners  when  they  do 
nothing  but  8lf>ep,-~or,  eat, — or  rejoice,  as  you  Ipiow  we 
have  done  this  last  hour,  and  sat  as  quietly  and  as  free 
from  cares  under  this  sycamore,  as  YirgU's  Titjrrusand 
his  Meliboeus  did  under  their  broad  beech-tree.  No 
life,  my  honest  scholar !  no  life  so  happy  and  so  plea- 
sant, as  the  life  of  a  well-governed  angler;  for  when  the 
lawyer  is  swallowed. up  with  business, — and  the  states- 
man  is  preventing,  or  contriving,  plots, — then,  we  sit 
on  cowslip-banks,  hear  the  birds  sin^,  and  possess  our- 
selves in  as  much  quietness  as  these  silent  silver  streams^ 
which  we  now  see  glide  so  quietly  by  us.  •  Indeed,  my 
good  sdiolar,  we  may  say  of  angling — as  Dr.  Boteler^ 
8aid,  of  strawberries,  ^^  Doubtless  God  could  have 
'*  made  a  better  berry,  but  dodbtless  God  never  did  ;" 
and  so,  if  I  might  be  judge, — ^^  God  never  did  make 
*^  a  more  calm,  quiet,  innocent  recreation,  than 
*'  angling." 

I'll  tell  von,  scholar!  when  I  s^t  last  on  this  primrose- 
bank,  and  looked  down  these  meadows,  I  thought  of 
them  as  Charles  the  emperor  did  of  the  city  of  Floi» 
rence:  ^^  That  they  were  too  pleasant  to  be  looked  on, 
'^  but  only  on  holy-days."  As  I  then  sat  on  this  very 
grass,  I  turned  my  present  Thoughts  into  verse:  'twas 
a  Wish  which  PU  repeat  to  you  +. 

*  The  penon  here  mentioned  T  take4o  be  Dr.  H^tOiam  Bialtr,  an  emi- 
aent  phyncian  of  our  author's  time,  styled  by  Fuller  in  his  W^rtbUit  Suf» 
fUky  67,  the  iBscUlapius  of  the  age :  he  invented  a  medical  drink  called 
**  Dr.  Butler's  Ale,'*  which,  if  not  now,  was  a  very  £ew  yean  ai;a,  soU  at 
certain  houses  in  London,  that  had  his  head  for  a  sign.  One  of  these  wae 
in  Ivy-lane,  and  another  >n  an  alley  leading  from  Coleman-street  to  Ba* 
■ittghall-street.  He  was  a  great  humourist ;  a  cinmmstaoce  in  his  cha- 
racter, which,  joined  ''o  his  reputation  fo];  skill  in  his  profession,  might 
contribute  to  render  him  popular. 

I  We  have,  here,  little  (ess  than  Walton's  own  word  for  it,  that  th« 
following  beautiful  StanzM  are  of^his  writings    That  ht  bad  in  bit  mind  »^ 


\- » •  '  '^  "^ 


.  ^  \        \  * 


Flalel. 


Sowa. 


^rj.  J  ;u~  Ji  'I'  Ji'i^i^f^ 


^      jMc     ^/^JmO^^Jl. 


tJ  mean  ;to  ,^€nJ  m^  aa^   tf  f^MrJi  doiM  ^  tt^ft  ,Mim 


\ 


i^i  1    u  ;  r  ^ 


^ 


^ 


woed  tuAmc-  eanndfC  reeua^     Mmeit  none,  iuir  4pvt.  .^nalf  ev^ 


L^    _: 1 Q ■_!_ 
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THE  ANGLER'S  WISH. 

I  ia  these  flowery  meAds  vonld  be : 
These  chrjsial  streams  should  solace  me, 
To  whose  hannoniou^  bubblinfp  noise, 
I  with  my  ani^le  would  rejoice  t 
Sit  here  and  see  the  turtle-dove, 
Court  his  ohaste  mate  to  acts  of  lovet 

Or  on  ihatbwik,  feel  the  weaft  wiad 

Breathe  health  and  pleotj  t  pleue  mj  miod. 

To  see- sweet  dew-drops  kirn  these  flowers, 

And,  then,  wash*d  off  by  AfrU§h^wtm 

Here,  hear  my  Kama  siiif  *  a  sod|:  f  :         « tiMe  Htr» 

There,  see  a  hbckbird  feed  her  youiff,         mitpotr. 

Or  a  leverock  baOd  her  nest  i 
Here,  fife  my  weary  spirits  rest, 

• 

▼dn  of  poetry,  is  noted  in  onr  Life  of  him ;  to  which  let  me  add,  that  the 
name  of  his  supposed  mistress, "  iCenna,"  seems  clearly  to  be  formed  from 
the  maidm  name  of  his  wife;  which  was  Ken. 

f  We  see,  by  the  Author^  reference  to  the  margin,  that  he  wishes  to 
hear  Kenna,  his  mistress,  une  the  song,  «  LUe  Hermit  poor,**  This  tone 
was  set  to  mnsickby  Mr.  Nich.  I^aneare,  an  en^ent  master  of  Walton^ 
ttte;  (who,  we  are  told  by  Wood)  was  also  an  excellent  painter:  and 
whose  portrait  is  yet  to  be  seen  in  the  musick  school  at  Oztord;)  and  is, 
printed,  with  the  notes,  in  a  CollecticA  intitled,  SeUct  wmtieal  ayrtt  and 
JIaUgmeSf  folio,  165S.  The  song,  as  it  stands  there,  we  have  given  in  the 
fwypfffite  pace* 

It  was  also  set  by  Sig.  Alfonso  Ferabosco,  and  published  in  a  collection  . 
of  his  airs,  in  folio,  1609 ;  but  Laneare's  being  the  better  composition,  we 
have  chose  to  give  it  the  preference,  by  inserting  it  here. 

Thers  k  no  donbt  but  that  this  song  wa%(and  probably  with  Mrs.  Wal- 
ton) a  favonrite  one;  for,  some  years  after  the  restoration,  the  three  first 
words  of  it  were  become  a  phrase.  The  affected  writer  of  the  Life  of  tU 
Urd-Jkeptr  Gmtdfydy  page  213  of  that  book— speaking  of  Sir  Job  Charle- 
i  chief  justice  of  Chester — says,  he  wanted   to  speak  with  the 


ton,  then  (         ^ 

KiMo ;  and  went  to  Whitehall,  where,  returning  from  Kis  walk  in  St. 
James's  park,  be  must  pass, — and  there  he  sat  hjm  down,  *'  lite  hermit 
/Mr.**  And  1  also  find,  among  the  poems  of  Mr.  Phineas  Fletcher,  here* 
after  mentioned,  a  metaphrase  of  the  xliid  Psalm;  which,  we  are  told, 
may  be  sang  to  the  tune  of  ^  Lih  berputfpor**  Further,  we  meet  with 
m  alhision  to  this  song  in  Hudibroj^  Part  I.  Canto  ii.  line  1 1 69. 

That  done  they  ope  the  trap-door  gate, 
And  let  Crowdero  down  thereat ; 
Crowdero  making  doleful  &ce, 
lAki  ktrmitftotr  h  pemsivi  ph$t^ 

u  3 


too  THB  COKPLBtB  AWIttMMi  PiftV  U  , 

And  n^  1117  low-pitdi'd  thoni^litf  abort 

Sirth,  or 'what  poor  mortels  lofo  t 
Thwt  free  ftom  lawh^oiti  aad  the  Boila 
Of.priMeVeoiirti^  I  noaU  nyeiee  1— 

Or— with  my  Bfym^f  and  a  kook^ — 

Loiter  loag  dajt.  near  Staf^ri^rMfcf  I 

Thmtf  lit  bjr  hiB  1  and  eat  my  neat ; 

There,  lee  the  tan  both  rise  and  tet  1 

There  bid  good-monihig  to  MBBt  da^t 

There  meditate  mj  time  away  1 
JUd  angle  on}  mMl  beg  to  hawe 
A  qaiet  pamage  to  a  weloeme  graMr 

Wheo  I  had  ended  this  composure, — I  left  this  place ; 
and  saw.  a  brother-ofrthe-angle  sit  under  that  honey* 
suckle  hedge,  one  that  will  prove  worth  your  acquaint* 
ance ;  I  sat  down  by  him :  and,  presently,  we  met 
with  an  accidental  piece  of  merrunent ;  which  I  wUl  lem 
late  to  vou,««-for  it  rains  still. 

On  the  other  side  of  this  rery  hedge,  sat  a  g^o^t  of 
gypsies ;  aiid  near  to  them,  sat  a  £an^  of  beggars^  The 
ffypsies  were,  then,  to  divide  lul  Oie  money  thathad 
Seen  got  that  wedc,  either  by  stealing  linen  or  poaltry, 
or  by  fortune^tellinff,  or  legerdemain,  or  indeed^  by. 
any  other  sleights  w3i  secrets  belonging  to  their  mysl^ 
rious  government.  And  the  sum  that  was  got  thai  week, 
proved  to  be  but  twenty  and  some  odd  shulings,  The 
odd  money  was  agreed  to  be  distributed  amongst  thfi 
poor  of  thehr  own  corporation :  and  for  the  remaining 
twenty  shillings, — ^/Ao^  was  to  be  divided  unto  four  gen? 
tlemen  gypsies,  according  to  their  several  degrees,  ia 
their  commonwealth. 

And  the  first  or  chiefest  gypsy  was,  by  consent,  fq 
have  a  third  part  of  the  twenty  shillings ;  which  all 
men  know  is  68.  8d. 

The  second  was  to  have  a  fourth  part  of  the  SOL 
which  all  men  know  to  be  Ss. 


*  A  friend  conjectures  this  to  be  the  nmne  of  imivwoaxibt 
t  ShawfbrditaplaceinStalierdihirei    Sptimui?9  f^Ulmit 
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The  tbiid  waa  to  have  a  fifth  part  of  the  SOn.  which 
dl  mea  know  to  be  4b. 

The  fourth  and  last  gyps v  was  to  have  a  sixth  part 
of  the  SQb.  which  all  men  knovr  to  be  %.  4d. 

Asf  for  example, 

3  tira^  Gs.  8d.  i^ 90s. 

And  so  is  4  times  5a.  — —  gOs. 
And  so  is  5  times  4s.  '  SOs. 
And  so  is  6  times  3s.  4d.        208. 

•  And  yet  he  that  divided  the  money  was  so  very  a 
STP^Jy  ^^^  thongh  he  §:ave  to  every  one  these  said 
sums,  yet  he  kept  one  shilling  of  it  for  himself. 

As  for  exampk, 


make  but 19    0 

'  But  jDow  you  shall  know,  that  when  the  four  gypsies 
taw  that  he  had  got  one  shilling  by  dividmg  the 
money, — though  not  one  of  them  knew  any  reason  to 
demandmore,  yet,  like  lords  and  courtiers,  every  ffyjjsv 
envied  him  that  was  the  gainer ;  and  wranglea  with 
him;  and  everyone  said,  the  remaining  shilling  bc-^ 
longed  to  him :  and  so  they  fell  to  so  nigh  a  contest 
about  it,  as  none  that  knows  the  faithfulness  of  one 

fypsy  to  another,  will  easily  believe;  only  we  that 
ave  lived  these  last  twenty  j^cars,  are  certain  that  money 
has  been  able  to  do  much  mischief.  However^  the  gyp- 
sies were  too  wise  to  go  to  law,  and  did  therefore  choose 
ttieir  choice  friends  Itook  and  Shark,  and  our  lato  Eng- 
lish Gasman  *9  to  be  their  arbitrators  and  umpires. 

*  There  is  extant,  in  the  Spanish  langnage,  a  book  which  has  been 
tfaodated  into  Bafrliah,  and  most  of  the  other  European  iangnara,  in- 
titled,  Th*  lAft  9f  GuMum  ^Alfmrachit  containing  an  account  of  many 
cheau  and  roffiienes which  this  same  Onsmaa  is  related  to  have  practised, 
U  imitfltioo^  this  bo<^  Mr.  Richard  Head,  who  wrote  a  play  or  two, 
tod  is  nientiontd  by  Winamley  at  a  poet,  pvbliihed  the  Enj^Uh  Rtjmti 
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And  fifo  tbey  left  this  hoiiey-sackk  hedge ;  and  went  to 
tell  fortunes  and  cheat,  and  get  more  money  and  lodg«« 
ipg,  in  the  next  village. 

iVben  theae  were  gone  we  heard  aa  high  a  ccmiention 
amongst  the  beggars.  Whether  it  was  easiest  to  rip  a 
cloak,  or  to  uQrip  a  cloak  ?   One  beggar  aflEurmcd  it  was 
all  one :  But  that  was  denied,  by  asking  her,  If  doing 
and  undoing  were  all  one  ?  Then  another  said,  'Twas 
easiest  to  unrip  a  cloak ;  for  that  was  to  let  it  alone :  But 
she  was  answered,  by  asking  her,  How  she  unript  it  if 
she  let  it  alone  ?    And  she  contest  herself  mistaken, 
These,  and  twenty  such  like  questions  were  proposed, 
with  as  much  beggarly  logick  and  earnestness  as  wa$ 
ever  beard  to  procmi  ^om  the  mouth  of  the  most  perti- 
nacious schismatick ;  and  sometimes  all  the  beggietrs— 
whose  number  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  poets' 
nine  muses— talked,    all  together,  about  thb  ripping 
and  unripping  '^  and  so  loud,  that  not  one  heard  what 
the  other  said,    But,  at  last,  one  beggar  craved  audi- 
ence ;  and  told  them  (bat  old  father  Cmuse,  whom  Ben 
Jonsofif  in  his  Beggar^ S'^Bush  *,  created  king  of  their 
corporation,  was  £hat  night  to  lodge  at  an  ale-house, 
called  Catch^her^by^ihe-wat/i  not  far  from  Waltham- 
Cross.  and  in  the  high  road  towards  London  ;  and  he 
theremre  desired  them  to  spend  no  more  time  abput  that 
and  such  like  questions,  but  refer  all  to  father  Claase  at 
night, — ^for  he  was  an  upright  judge, — and  in  the  mean 
tfme  dra^  cuts,  what  song  shoul^f  be  next  sung,  and 
who  should  sing  it.    They  all  agreed  to  the  motion ; 
and  the  lot  fell  to  her  that  was  the  yqungest,  and  veriest 
virgin  of  the  company.     And  she  sungFrank  Davison's 
song,  which  he  made  forty  years  ago;  and  all  the  others 

deterHed  («  tbt  Ufi  9/  MtrUm  Latrom^  m  witty  extramgOMt ;  yfhom  h« 
makes  to  have  bieen  a  member  of  a  gang  of  gy^nes;  the  hero  of , this 
book  wasgieDerallj  called  the  *^  BngKsh  Ouonan;-'  and  there  would  be 
no  doabt  Uiat  Walton  alludes  to  it.  but  that  th«  third  edition  of  the  Cmv 
pUte  AmgUr,  in  which  thia  pasHige  fittt  occurv,  was  published  in  1564; 
whereas  the  Eiigluh  i?i|w«be»|date  1666;  if  there  wsaany  earlier  edition 
of  the  latter  the  natter  is  uear— :4»«^  and  Sifori  can  be  only  imaginary 
associates  of  the  StwlUk  Gmmatu 

*  The  comedy  of  th«  JRayMi  M^nhautt  or  Btggar^t  JButk^  WU  written 
by  Peafu&ottt  an4  Fletcher,  and  not  by  Sen  Jonaon* 
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of  tbe  compan  J  joined  to  sini;  the  barOien  with  her. 
The  dittj  was  this :  but  first  the  burthen  : 

Bright  aAie9  the  9un*     Pla;g  beggars  pb^  $ 
Here'9  §0^9$  mumgft  to  terw  tthdajf* 

Whftt  noise  of  tSoIp  ii  10  aiiseet. 

At  when  our  merry  eUppen  riny  ? 
What  mirth  doth  want,  when  begf^ai^  meet } 

A  hesKiur'f  life  is  for  a  kin;. 
Eat,  drinky  and  play  1  sleep  when  we  list. 
Go  where  we  wiU>  so  ttooks  be  mist* 

Bright  tSdnet  the  tutu     Flajf  beggwnptay^ 

Here's  ecrape  inan^h  to  eerve  to-day » 

The  world  jf  onrs,  and  oars  alope  | 

For  we  ^loDe'^iaTe  world  at  yill. 
We  purchase  not  1  all  it  onr  own  1 

Both  fields  )ind  streieCt  we  beg^gars  fill. 

Ploy  bnsg^^9  P^f  P^  hejggorspbtpi 

Bire'e  ecrojfo  enouffi  to  servo  to-dttjf* 

A  bondred  herds  of  black  and  white 

Upon  onr  frowns  seeurely  feed  1 
And  yet  if  any  dare  ns  bite»-. 

He  diet  therefore,  as  sure  as  creed. 
Thns  bei^i^ars  lord  it  as  they  please, 
A|id  only  beggars  live  at  ease. 

Bright  skinee  the  sun*     Pla^  beggare  plo^^ 

Here^e  ^ape  emtuf^  to  serve  to^dt^. 

Ten.  I  thank  you,  good  master !  foi^  this  piece  of 
nierriment ;  and  this  song,  which  was  well  hmnoured 
bj  the  maker,  and  well  remembered  by  you. 

Pise.  But,  I  pray,  forget  not  the  catch  which  you 
promised  to  make  against  night ;  for  our  countryman, 
honest  Coridon,  wiliexpect  your  catch, — and  my  song, 
which  I  must  be  forced  to  patch  up,  for  it  is  so  long 
since  I  learnt  it,  that  I  haye  forgot  a  part  of  it.  But, 
cornel  now  it  hath  done  raining,  let's  stretch  ourl^ 
1^  little  ia  a  gentle  walk  to  the  river ;  and,  try  what  in- 
terest our  angles  wilt  pay  us,  for  lending  them  so  long 
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to  be  used  by  the  Trouts ;  lent  tbem  indeed,  like  nsurers, 
for  our  profit  and  their  degtmcliM. , 

Ven.  Oh  me.  look  you,  master!  a  fish !  a  fish!  oh, 
alas,  master,  I  naye  lost  her ! 

Pise.  Ah,  marry,  Sir !  that  was  a  good  fish  indeed : 
if  I  had  had  the  luck  to  haye  taken  up  that  rod,  then  it 
is  twenty  to  one  he  should  haye  not  broke  my  line  by 
running  to  the  rod's  end,  as  yon  tufiered  him.  I  would 
haye  held  him  within  the  bent  of  my  rod,— ^unless  he  had 
been  fellow  to  the  great  Trout  thutjis  near  an  ell  long, 
which  was  of  such  a  length  and  depth,  that  he  had  his 

£icture  drawn,  and  now  is  to  be  seen  at  mine  host 
ickabie's,  at  the  George  in  Ware ;  and  it  may  be,  by 
^yin^  that  yery  great  Trout  the  rod,  that  is,  by  casting 
it  to  him  into  the  water,  I  might  haye  caught  him  at  the 
long  run ;  for  so  I  use  always  to  do  wheit  I  meet  with 
an  oyergrown  fish ;  and  you  will  learn  to  do  so  too, 
hereafter;  for  I  tell  you,  scholar !  fishing  is  an  art— -or, 
at  least,  it  is  an  art  to  ciUch  fish. 

Ven.  But  master!  IhayeheaidthatthegfeatTront 
you  speak  of  is  a  Salmon. 

Pise.  Trust  me,  scholar  t  I  know  not  what  to  say  to 
it.  There  are  many  country  people  that  bdieye  hares 
change  sexes  eyery  year:  and  taere  be  yeiy  muiy 
learned  men  think  so  too, — for  in  thm  dissecting  them, 
they  find  many  reasons  to  incline  4Aem  to  that  belief. 
Ana  to  make  the  wonder  seem  yet  lest,  that  haics  change 
sexes,  note  that  Dr.  Mer.  Casaubon  affirms,  in  his 
book  of  credible  and  incredihle  things^  that  Gasper 
Peucerus,  a  learned  physician*,  tells  us  of  a  people 
that,  once  a  year,  turn  wolves,  parfly  in  shape,  and 
partly  in  conditions.  And,  so.  Whether  this  were  a 
Salmon  when  he  came  into  fresh  water,  and  his  not  r^ 
turning  into  the  sea  hath  altered  him  to  another  colour 
cr  kind,  I  am  not  able  to  say ;  but  I  am  certain  he  hath 
all  the  signs  of  being  a  Trout,  both  for  his  shape,  colour^ 
and  spots :  and  yet  many  think  he  is  not. 


*  And  mathemaildtn,  bora  at  Ln«tia»  ui  15fiS|   he  owfrieil  -dw 
rhtcr  of  Kf  tlani 
11609,  aged  78. 


danehter^  of  Mtlancthon;  wrote  many  booka  oo  Tarioui  fubjectf;  aod 
died  I' 
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Vm.  But,  naflter !  wiU  th&Tnrat  which  I  had  hoid 
of  die  ?  for  it  b  like  he  hath  tlie  hook  in  Ms  belly. 

PisCp  I  will  tell  yoa,  scholar !  that  unless  toe  hook 
be  fesi  in  kit  yery  ^orge^  Uia  more  than  probable  be  wiH 
liye  s  and  a  Iktle  time,  with  the  help  of  the  waiter,  wHl 
rust  the  hook ;  and  it  will  in  ttme  wear  away  ^—418  the 
grayel  doth  ia  the  horse-hoof,  whieh  onty  leayes  a  false 
quarter. 

And  now^  seholttr!  let's  go  to  my  rod.  Look  yon, 
schokpl  I  hate  a  fisbtoor  but  tt  proves  a  logger- 
headed  Cbub  %  and  tliis  is  not  much  anijiss ;  for  this  will 
pleasuie  some  poor  body,  ao  we  go  to  our.  lodging  io 
meet  our  brother  Peter  and  honest  Coridon .  Come  I  now 
bait  your  hook  a^ain,  and  lay  it  into  the  water :  for  it 
vaina  again;  and  we  will  eyen  retire  to  the  sycamore^' 
tree,  and  there  I  will  give  you  more  directtonsconoern* 
iog  fishinff ;  for  I  would  fain  make  you  an  artist. 
.   Ven*'   iTes^  good  mastsrt  I  pray  let  it  be  so. 

Pise.    Well,  scholar  t  now  wc  are  sat  down  and  aw 
at  ease,  I  shall  tdl  you  a  little  more  of  Trout-fishings 
before  I  speak  of  the-Salmon ;  which  F  purpose  shall  bo 
%  next ;  and|.  then^  of  the  Pike  or  Luce. 

You  are  to  know,  There  is-  night  **  as  well  as  day« 
iMmgfox  a  Trout;  and  that,  io  the  night,  the  best 
Tromts  come  out  of  their  holeo.  And  the  manner  of 
taking  them  ia ;  On  the  topr  of  the  water ;  with  a  great 
lab  or  gaidei»»worm,  or  radser  two,  which  you  are  to 
fish  with  in  a  place  where  the  waters  rnn  somewhat 
quietly,  for  in  a  stream  the  bait- will  not  be  so  well  dis- 
cerned. I  say,  in  a  quiet  or  dead  place,  near  to  some 
swifl;  there,  draw  your  bait  over  the  top  of  the  water 
to  and  fro,  and  if  there  be  a  good  Trout  in  the  hole,  bo 
will  take  it ;.  especially  if  the  night  be  dark,— for  their 
be  ia  bold^  and  lies  near  the  top  ot  the  water,  watcMng 
the  motion  of  any  frog  or  water-rat,  or  mouse,  that 
awima  betwixt  him  and  the  sky :  these  he  hunts  after^ 
if  he  BKs  the  water  but  wrinUe,  or  move  in  oneof  tiiese 


*  The  reader  Icnoitftemct^  iatheii]Otefooi^i«  woiflc^aivf  iddttionar 
dioectioBs  relative  to  jiy£/^^Mj^;  a  veryunwholMQiiM  ppctHe»  aad^foltf 
lowed  by  few  except  poachen,  who  are.  fond  of  it,  because  it  looktiikft 
Healtlifv 
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d^  holes,  vhere  these  great  old  TrouU  usually  lie, 
near  to  their  holds ;  For  you  are  to  note,  that  tiie  grt  at 
old  Trout  is  both  subtil  and  fearful,  and  lies  close  all 
day,  and  does  not  usually  stir  out  of  his  hold  :  but  lies 
in  it  as  close  in  the  day,  as  the  tioiorous  hare  does  in 
her  form ;  for  the  chidf  feeding  of  either  is  seldom  in 
the  day,  but  usually  in  the  night,  and  then  the  great 
Trout  feeds  very  boldly. 

And  you  must  fish  for  him  viiih  a  long  line ;  and  not 
a  little  hook ;  and  let  him  have  time  to  gorge  your  book, 
for  he  does  not  usually  forsake  it,  as  he  oft  will  in  the 
day-fishing.  And  if  the  night  be  not  dark ;  then,  fish 
so  with  an  artificial  fly  of  a  light  colonr,  and  ^t  the 
snap:  nay,  he  will  sometimes  rise  at  a  dead  mouse,  or 
a  piece  of  cloth,  or  any  thing  that  seems  to  swim  across 
the  water,  or  to  be  io  motion.  This  is  a  choice  way : 
but  I  have  not  oft  used  it ;  because  it  is  void  of  the  plea- 
gures  that  such  days  as  thesfe  that  we  two  now  enjoy,  a& 
ford  an  angler. 

And  you  are  to  know,  that  in  Hampshire — ^which  I 
think  exceeds  all  England,  for  swift,  shallow,  clear, 
pleasant  brooks,  and  store  of  Trouts— they  use  to  catch  * 
Troqts,  in  the  night,  by  the  light  of  a  torch  or  straw  ; 
which  when  they  have  discovered,  they  strike  with  a 
Ti:oQt«spear,  or  other  ways.  This  kind  of  way  they 
catch  very  many :  but  1  would  not  believe  it  till  I 
was  an  eye-witness  of  it,  nor  do  I  like  it  now  I  have 
aeen  it/ 

Ven.  But,  master  !  do  not  Trouts  see  us,  in  the 
night? 

Pise.  Yes ;  and  bear,  and  smell  too,  both  then  and 
in  the  day-time.  For  Gesner  observes,  the  Otter  smelk 
a  fish  forty  furlongs  off  him  in  the  water  :  and  that  it 
may  be  true,  seems  tol)e  affirmed  by  Sir  Francis  Baeon, 
in  the  eighth  century  of  hb  Natural  History;  who, 
there,  proves  that  waters  may  be  the  medium  of  sounds, 
by  demonstrating  it  thus;  ^^  That  if  yon  knock  two 
<^  stones  together  very  deep  under  the  water,— -those  that 
^  stand  on  a  bank  near  to  that  place,  may  hear  the  noisq 
*'  without  any  diminution  of  it  by  the  water."  H^ 
also  ofi^rs  the  like  experiment  concerning  the  letting  an 
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anclioT  &1I,  by  a  very  long  cable  or  rope,  on  a  rock,  or 
the  sand,  'within  the  sea.  And  this  being  so  -well  ob- 
served and  demonsthitedf  as  it  is  by  that  learned  man^ 
has  made  me  to  belieTC  that  Eels  unbed  themselves,  and 
stir,  at  the  noise  of  thunder,— -and  not,  only,  as  soine 
thiak,  by  the  motion  or  stirring  of  the  earth  which  is 
occasioned  by  that  thunder* 

And  this  reason  of  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Exper.  79S.  has 
mmijd  me  crave  pardon  of  one  that  I  laughed  at  for  af« 
firmmff,  that  he  knew  Carps  come  to  a  certain  place  in 
a  pond,  to  be  fed  at  the  ringing  of  a  bell  or  the  beating 
of  a  drum.  And  however,  it  shall  be  a  rule  for  me, 
to  make. as  little  noise  as  I  can,  when  I  am  fishing,  until 
Sir  Francis  Bacon  be  confuted^  which  I  shall  give  any 
man  leave  to  do  *• 

And  leit  you  may  think  him  singular  in  this  opinion, 
7-1  will  tell  you,  this  seems  to  be  bdieved  by  ^ut 
'  learned  Doctor  Hakewill,  who  in  his  Apology  of  God*$ 
power  and  providence  +,  f.  360,  quotes  P/tay,  to  report 
that  one  of  the  emperors  had  particular  fisb*ponds ; 
and,  in  them,  several  fish  that  appeared  and  came,  when 
they  were  called  by  their  particular  names  %.  And  St. 
James  tells  us,  chiap.  3.  7.  that  all  things  in  the  sea 
have  been  tamed  bv  mankind.  And  Pliny  tells  us, 
ZAb.  ix.  35.  that  Antonia,  the  wife  of  Dnisns,  had  a 


*  That  fish  hear,  i^  confirmed  hy  thi  authority  of  late  writers :  Swam- 
merdam  asserts  it,  and  adds,  that  **  they  have  a  wonderfiil  labyrinth  of  tilt 
«  ear  for  that  purpose.*'  See  Swammerdom  0/  Insests^  edit.  LK>ndon9 
I75S,  p.  50.  A  clergyman,  a  friend  of  mine,  assures  me,  that  at  the  abbey 
of  St.  scmanif  near  Antwerp,  he  saw  Carp  come  at  the  whistling  of  the 
feeder. 

t  This  book,  which  was  published  in  folio,  1655,  and  is  full  of  excellene 
learning  and  eood  sense,  contains  an  examination  and  censure  of  that  com- 
mon error  wnich  philosophers  have  fallen  into,  **  That  there  is  in  nature 
•^  a  perpetual  and  uoiTersal  decay  ;'*  the  contrary  whereof,  after  an  ex- 
tensive view  of  the  history  of  the  physical  and  moral  world,  and  a  judi- 
cious and  impartial  comparison  of  former  ages  with  that  wherein  the  au- 
thor lived,  is  with  great  force  of  argument,  demonstrated.  The  reader 
mav,  in  this  book,  meet  with  a  relation  of  that  instance  of  Lord  Crom- 
'Well^s  gratitude  to  Sig.  Frescobaldi,  a  Florentine  merchant,  which  is  c^ven, 
in  a  d^imatic  form,  in  the  HisUn  ff  Thomas  Lord  Cromtvell,  published  as 
Shakespeare's  by  some  of  the  earlier  editors  of  his  works, 

f  Mods.  Bemier,  in  bis  H'utory  ^  IndosUm^  reports  the  like  of  the 
Great  MoguU    . 
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lAmavey,  at  ^hoie  gilk  «l&e  hiuig  jewek  oxe»-wBm^ 
aad  tnal  others  hame  been  bo  tender-liearted^  as  to  sCed 
tears  at  the  death  of  fish^s^  "which  they  have  kept  and 
loved.  And  these  obsenralioBs,  which  will  tp  most 
hearers  seem  wonderful,  seem  to  have  a  further  con* 
firmationfiom  Martially  JLUk  iv.  £pigr.  90*  who 
writes  thus : 


f^         Angler  I  wonld'it  tbon  be  snilfttM  ?  then  Mhwt% 

^  For  these  are  sacred  BafaM  tbatnrim  here^ 

"Who  kndv  their  s<yTarelgii»  and  irill  lick  his  hand. 
Than  which  flone's  greater  hi  the  world's  oomaMuidi 
Nay  ttdft,  they're  naases,  aad  when  tbej  called  are, 
D9  to  their  several  owner's  call  rejiair.' 

All  Ae  further  use  that  I  shall  make  of  this  shall  be. 
To  advise  anglers  to  be  patient  and  forbter  swearing, 
lest  they  be  h^rd  and  catch  no  fish  f . 

And  so  I  shall  proceed,  next,  to  tell  yon,  it  is  certain, 
that 'Certain  fields  near  Leominster,  a  town  in  Herefefd^ 
shim ;  are  observed,  To  make  the  sheep  that  grace  upon 
them  moreiat,  than  the  next,  and  also  to  bear  finer  \vool, 
-"-this  is  to  say,  that  that  year  in  which  they  feed  in 
•uch  a  particular  pasture,  they  shall  yield  finer  wocA 
than  they  did  that  year  before  they  came  io  feed  in  it ; 

^  The  Tcrses  cited  are  as  fottsnir: 

Piicator!  fugeyBenacansTtcedas, 
Sacris  piacihiis  hm  9ataiitar  vods ; 
Qui  norunt  dominum,  manimique  lambunt 
Illam,  ^  nihil  est,  to  CKhe,  aoajiu : 
Quid,  quod  nomcn  habcut ;  ct  ad  magiatri 
Vocem  qnisque  sai  Ttmt  dtataii. 

f  The  foUowiog  extract  of  a  letter  which  appeared  in  one  of  the  Lea* 
don  papers,  Slst  June,  1788*  should  operate  as  a  general  caution  against 
using,  in  the  composition  of  baits,  any  ingredient  prejudicial  to  the  hu- 
man constitution.  **  Newcastle,  June  16.  Last  week,  in  JLancaslure,  two 
<«  young  men,  having  caught  a  large  quantity  of  Trout  by  mixing  the 
<*  water  In  a  small  brook  with  lime,  ate  heartily  of  the  Trout  at  dinner 
•*  the  next  day :  they  were  seiaed,  at  midnight,  with  violent  pains  ia 
*  ,the intestines;  and  though  OMdical  assistance  was  immediately  preoind^ 
H  they  expired,  befoia  noon,  in  the  greatest  agonies.'** 


mA  cMMr,  again,  if  Aey  «faail  Tetamto  tbeir  fenner 
pasture ;  and,  again,  return  to  n  finer  wool,  being  fed 
in  the  fine  wool  gtound  t^— MHliich,  I  tdl  yon.  that  you 
may  the  better  hAiefve  that,  I  am  oertaki,  it  1  catch  a 
Trout  in  on*  meadow  he  shall  be  white  andfrnnt,  and 
▼ery  like  to  be  lonsy  i  aad^  as  certainly,  if  I  catch  a 
Trout  in  the  next  meadow,  he  shall  be  strong,  and  led^ 
and  lusty,  and  much  better  meat.  Trust  me,  scholar! 
I  have  caaght  many  a-T^ut  in  a  particular  meadons, 
that  the  very  shape  and  the  enamelled  cdomr  4>f  him 
hath  been  such,  as  hath  joyed  me  to  look  on  him :  and 
1  have  th^n,  with  much  pleasure,  concluded  with  Sok^ 
men,  '<  Every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its  season  *•"  . 

*  The  Trout  delights  in  nnall  porUng  liyen,  md  brookf,  with  gpniv«!I)r 
bottoms  and  a «wiit  ttreain.  Hit  lisunttare  in  eddy,  behind  a  ttone, « 
log,  or  a  bank  that  projects  forward  into  the  riTer,  and  against  which  the 
stream  drires;  «  ihaUow  between  two  streams;  or,  towards  the  latter* 
flod  ol  the  sommery  a  mill*taiL  His  hold  is  usually  in  the  deep,  under  the 
hollow  of  a  bank,  or  the  root  of  a  tree. 

The  Trout  spawns  about  the  beginning  of  November ;  and  does  not  re- 
cover till  the  beginning  of  March.  ^ 

Walton  has  b^  so  particular  on  the  tebiect  of  Trout-fishingr,  that  he 
has  left  rery  little  room  to  say  any  thing,  by  way  of  annoution,  with 
respect  to  Baits,  or  the  Method  of  taldng  this  fish :  yet  there  are  some 
directions  and  observations  pertinent  to  this  chapter,  which  it  would 
iiot  be  conastent  with  the  intended  copiousness  and  accuracy  of  this 
work  to  omit. 

When  you  fish  for  large  Trout  or  Salmon,  a  roincb  of  the  shape  of 
Fig.  4.  Plate  XL  will  be  very  useful :  upon  the  rod  with  which  you  use 
the  winch^ — ^whip  a  number  of  small  rmes  of  about  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  diameter,  and,  at  first,  about  two  feet  distant  from  each  other, 
but,  afterwards,  diminishing  mdually  in  their  distances  till  you  come  to 
the  end:  the  winch  must  be  screwed^on  to  the  butt  of  your  rod: 
and  round  the  barrel,  ^  there  be  wound  eight  or  ten  yards  of  wove 
hair  or  stik  line.  When  you  have  struck  a  fish  that  may  endanger 
your  tackle,  let  the  line  run,  and  wind  him  up  as  he  tires. 

You  will  find  great  convenience,  in  a  tpiitt  made  of  a  piece  of  the 
greater  end  of  a  sword-blade,  screwed  into  the  hither  end  of  the  butt 
of  your  rod  :  when  yon  have  struck  a  fish,  retire  backwards  from  the 
river,  and,  by  means  of  the  spike,  ttidt  die  rod  perpendicular  in  the 
ground;  you  nuiy  then  lay  hold. on  the  line,  and  draw  the  fish  to 
you,  as  you  see  proper. 

When  yon  angle  for  a  Trout,  whether  with  a  fly  or  at  the  ground, 
you  need  make  but  three  or  four  trials  in  a  place;  which,  if  unsuc« 
cessfnl,  you  may  conclude  there  are  none  there. 

Walton,  in  speaking  of  the  several  rivers  where  Trout  are  found, 
has  made  na  mention  of  the  XetiMet ;  which,  undoubtedly,  produces  as 
good  and  m  siany  TroutSM  a«y  river  in  England.    In  the  reign  of 
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I  shoald,  by  pmmise,  speak  negct  of  the  Salmon ;  bat 
I  will>  by  your  fitTOur,  say  alittle  oCihe  Umber  or  Giay- 
ling:  which  is  so  like  a  Trout  for  his  shape  and  feed- 
ing, that  I  desire  I  may  exercise  your  patience  with  a 
short  discourse  of  him ;  and,  then^  the  next  shall  be  of 
the  Salmon.  ^As  the  Supplbmbmtabt  Notes  of 
Hawkins^  when  appended  to  the  last  word  of  a  Chap*' 
tery  necessarily  run^  iflong^  under  the  following  Chap* 
ter^  to  which  they  have  no  relation,'  someUmes  cbroing 
ether  Notes  put  of  their  places y  verplexing  the  Refers 
encesj  and  greatly  obs^ring  the  application  of  the 
Supplementary  Matter/  the  Editor  has  taken  the 
liberty  to  remove  the  mark  of  reference  in  some  of 
these  casesj  whe?ie7>er  he  could  findy  higher  up  in  the 
chapter^  a  passage  with  which  the  additional  m* 
structions  seem  to  haoe  a  natural  conn^ction.^ 

King  Charles  the  Second,  a  Troot  was  taken-^in  that  riTer,  near 
Kewbnry,  with  a  casting  net— which  measured  fortj-fiTe  inches  in 
kogth. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Observations  of  the  VuBEJi  or  Gbatung,  and  DireC" 
tions  how  toJUhfor  him* 

PiSCATOA. 

THE  Umber  and  Grayling  are  thought,  by  some, 
to  differ  as  the  Herring  and  Pilchard  do.  But  though 
they  may  do,  so,  in  other  nations, — I  think  those  in 
England  differ  nothing  but  in  their  names.  Aldrovan- 
dus  says,  they  be  of  a  Trout  kind :  and  Gesner  says, 
that  in  bis  country,  ivhich  is  Switzerland,  he  is  ac- 
counted the  choicest  of  all  fish.  And  in  Italy,  .he  is, 
in  the  month  of  May,  so  highly  valued,  that  he  is  sold 
at  a  much  higher  rate  than  an^  other  fish.  The  French, 
which  call  the  Chub  Un  Villain^  call  the  Umber  of  the 
lake  Leman,  Vn  Umble  Chevalier;  and  they  value 
the  Umber  or  Grayling  so  highly,  that  they  say  he 
feeds  on  gold;  and  say,  that  many  have  been  caught, 
out  of  their  famous  river  of  Loire,  out  of  whose  bel- 
lies grains  of  gold  have  been  often  taken.  And  some 
think  that  he  feeds  on  water-thyme,  and  smells  of  it.  at 
his  first  taking  out  of  the  water ;  and  they  may  think 
so  with  as  good  reason  as  we  do,  that  our  Smelts 
smell  like  violets  at  their  first  being  caught,  which  I 
think  is  a  truth.  Aldrovandus  says,  the  Salmon,  the 
Grayling,  and  Trout,  and  all  fish  that  live  in  clear 
and  sharp  streams,  are  made  by  their  mother  Nature  of 
such  exact  shape,  and  pleasant  colours,  purposely  to 
invite  us  to  a  joy  and  contentedness  in  feasting  with 
her.  Whether  this  is  a  truth  or  not,  it  is  not  my 
purpose  to  dispute :  but  it  is  certain,  all  that  write  of 
the  Umber,  declare  him  to  be  very  medicinable. 
And  Gesner  says,  that  the  fat  of  an  Umber,  or  Gray- 
ling, beii)^  se^  with  a  little  honey,  a  day  or  two,  in 
th«  sun,  m  a  little  glass,  is  verv  excellent  against 
lednesss^  or  swarthiucss,  or  any  thing  that  breeds  in 
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PART  I. 


the  eyes.  Salnan*  takes  him  to  be  called  Umber  from 
his  swift  swimming  or  gliding  out  of  sight,  more  like  a 
shadow  or  a  ffhost  than  a  fish.  Much  more  might  be 
said  both  of  his  smell  and  taste:  but  I  shall  only  tell 
you,  that  St.  Ambrose,  the  glorious  bishop  of  Milan, 
who  liTed  when  the  church  kept  fasting-days,  calls  him 
the  flower-fish,  or  fkrwer  of  fishes ;  and  that  he  was  so 
far  in  Iotc  with  him,  that  he  would  not  let  him  pass 
without  the  honour  of  a  long  discourse.  But  I  must^ 
and  pass  on  to^  teU  you  how  to  take  this  dainty  fish. 


First  note,  That  be  grows  not  to  the  bigness  of  t 
Trout ;  for  the  biggest  of  them  do  not  usually  ez^ 
ceed  eighteen  inches.  He  lives  iii  such  riyers  as  the 
Trout  does;  and  is  usually  taken  with  the  same 
baits  as  the  Trout  is,  and  after  the  same  manner,<^ 
for  he  will  bite  both  at  the  minnow,  or  worm,  or 
fly, — though  he  bites  not  often  at  the  minnow,  And 
is   very  gamesome  at  the  fly;    and  mueh  simplor^ 

*  Mipf«Ut9  Salvimif  in  Italian  physician  of  the  sixteenth  century; 
he  wrote  a  treatise  JD*  Pisahut^  ftm  «§nim  JiffiH*f  and  died  at  Reme, 
i578,a£;ed59. 


mad  tli«tfe««  Mdeir  «b«ri  a  Tront ;  for  ite  MM  rise 
twenty  times  at  a  fly,  if  you  miss  him^  atifl  jn^  rkt 
again.  He  lias  been  taken  with  a  fly  made  of  the 
Vea  ii^alhars  df  a  pttraMtHy  il  stifttige  (3riittaiidtsYi  bifd ; 
and  be  will  rise  at  a  fly  hot  unlike  a  gnat^  or  a 
Mall  motA^  «r  indeed,  at  mdist  flies  tfaat  are  not  too 
bi|^.  n^  is  a  IMi  that  lurks  close,  alt  Wtnt^ :  but 
is  very  pleasant  and  jolly  after  mid-Jpril^  and  in 
May^  and  in  the  hot  months.  He  is  of  a  tery  fine 
shape;  his  flesh  is  white;  his  teeth,  those  little  ones 
that  he  has,  are  in  his  throat, — yet  he  has  so  tender 
a  mouth,  that  he  is  ohner  lost  after  an  angler  hag 
hooked  him,  than  any  other  fish.  Though  there  be 
many  of  these  fishes  in  the  delicate  river  Dove,  and 
in  Trent,-7-and  some  other  smaller  rivers,  as  that 
which  runs  by  Salisbury ;  yet  he  is  not  so  general  a 
fish  as  the  Trout,  nor  to  me  so  good  to  eat  or  to  angle 
for*.    And  so  I  shall  take  my  leave  of  him :  and  now 

*  The  hftimts  of  the  Grayling  are  so  nearly  the  same  with  those  ot 
the  Tronty  that  m  fishing  for  either,  you  may,  in  many  riTers,  catch 
both* 

They  jfavm  aieut  the  heghnung  of  April;  when  they  He,  mostly,  In 
sharp  streams. 

Bails  for  the  Grayling  are  chiefly  the  lame  as  those  fbr  the  Tront, 
eicept  the  minnow,  which  he  will  not  ti^  so  freely.  He  \^ill  also 
take  gentles  Tery  eagerly.  When  you  fish  for  him  with  a  fly,  you  can 
hardfy  use  one  too  small 

The  Grayling  is  much  more  apt  to  rise  than  descend;  therefore,  when 
yoa  aittle  for  him)  alooe,  and  not  for  the  Trout,— rather  use  a  float, 
with  the  bait  from  six  to  niiie  inches  from,  the  bottom,  than  the  run- 
Hing-line^ 

Tlie  Grayling  is  found  in  great  nlenty  in  maihr  rivers  in  the  norths 
particularly  the  Huimber,  And  in  tne  tf\r,  which  runs  through  Here* 
fordshire  and  Monmouthshire  into  the  Sever/it  I  have  taken,  with  an 
artificial  fly,  very  large  ones ;  as  also  great  numbers  of  a  small^  but 
Excellent  fish,  of  the  Trout  kind,  called  a  Last-spring;  of  which,  some- 
what will  be  said  in  a  subsequent  note.  They  are  not  easily  to  be  got 
at  without  a  boat,  or,  wading;  for  which  reason,  those  of  that  coun- 
try use  a  thing  they  call  a  thorrocle,  or  truckle:  in  some  places  it  is 
catted  a  coble,  from  the  Latin  eoriula,  a  little  basket:  it  is  a  basket 
dtaped  like  the  half  of  a  walnut-shell,  but  shallower  in  proponion, 
and  covered  on  the  outside  with  a  horse's-hide ;  it  has  a  bench  in  the 
middle,  and  will  just  hold  one  person;  and  is  so  light  that  the  coun* 
trymen  will  hang  it  on  their  heads  like  a  hood,— aiid,  so,  travel,  with 
a  small  paddle  which  serves  for  a  stick;  till  they  come  to  a  rivers 
and  then  they  launch  it,  and  step  in:  thei-e  is  great  difficulty  in  get* 
ting  into  one  of  those  truckles,  for  ^e  instant  you  touch  it  with  your. 
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come  to  some  observations  of  tbe  Salmon^  and  how 
to  catch  him. 

foot  it  fliet  from  you :  and  when  joa  are  in,  the  Uuft  indination 
of  the  bodf  overaett  iL  It  is  very  diTcrting  to  see  how  upright  a 
tnan  is  forced  to  sit  in  these  Tessds,  and  to  mark  with  what  state 
and  solemnity  he  draws  up  the  stone  whidi  serves  for  aa  andMr« 
when  he  would  remove,  and  lets  it  down  again;  howerer,  it  is  a 
sort  of  navigation  that  I  would  vrish  our  piscatory  disciple  never  to 
attcmlC 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

ObseroaUoni  of  the  Salmon;,  mth  Directions  how 
tojishforhim* 

i^lSCATOll. 

THE  Salmon  is  accounted  the  kin^  of  fresh-water 
fish;  and  is  ever  bred  in  rivers  relating  to. the  sea^ 
yet  so  <high,  or  far  from  it,,  as  adniits  of  no  tioctnrei 
of  salt,  or  brackishness.  He  is  said  to  breed  or  cast 
his  spawnj  in  most  rivers,  in  the  month  of  Augnst* : 
some  say,  that  then  they  diff  a  hole  or  grave  io  a 
safe  place  in  the  gravel ;  and  there  place  their  eg|(s 
or  spawn,  after  the  -  melter  has  oone  his  natural 
office ;  and  then  hide  it  most  cunningly,  and,  cover 
it  orer  with  gravel  and  stones ;  and  then  leave  it  tcf 
their  Cnator's  protection,  who,  by  a  gentle  heat 
which  he  infuses  into  that  cold  element,  makes  it 
brood,  and  beget  life  in  the  spawn,  and  to  become 
Samlets  early  in  the  spring  nert  following. 

The  Salmons  having  spent  their  appointed  time^ 
and  done  this  natural  duty  in  the  uesh  waters,-*-: 
they  then  haste  to  the  sea  before  winter,  both  the 
noboter  and  spawner:  but  if  they  be  stopt  byflood^ 
gates  or  weirs,  or  lost  in  the  fresh  waters, — then  thos^ 
80  left  behind,  by  de^prees  grow  sick  and  lean,  and 
unseasonable,  zni  kipper^  that  is  to  liay,  have  bonej 
gristles  orow  out  of  their  lower  chaps,  not  unlike 
a  hawk^  beak,  which  hinders  their  feeding;  and^ 
in  time,  such  fish  so  left  behind  pine  away  aind  die, 
It  is  observed.  That  he  may  live  thus,  one  year,  from 
the  sea :   btit  he  then  grows  insipid  and  tasteless^  and 

*  Their  mpal  time  of  tpewniag,  U  about  tl^  hyjimag  of  September  c 
Imt  it  bind,  tliatthoie  in  the  Severn  newn  is  May, 
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loses  both  his  blood  and  strength ;  and  pines  and  dies 
the  second  year.  And  it  is  noted,  That  those  little 
Salmons  called  Skeggers,  which  abound  in  manT 
rivers  relating  to  the  sea,  are  bred  by  such  sick 
Salmons  that  might  net  ge  4o  the  sea ;  and,  that 
though  they  abound,  yet  they  nerer  thrive  to  anj 
considerable  bigness. 

But  if  the  old  Salmon  gets  to  the  sea, — ^Ihen  that 
gristle  which  shews  him  to  be  kipper^  wears  away; 
or,  is  cast  off,  as  the  eagle  is  jaid  to  cast  his  bUI ; 
and  he  recovers  his  strength ;  and  comes  next  sum« 
ner  to  tbe  same  river,  if  it  he  possiible,-**^  enjoy 
the  fcHiner  pleasures  that  th^e  possest  him* ;  fov,  as 
4>ne  has  wittily  observed,  he  has-^ike  some  pMons 
ef  honour  atod  riches,  which  have  both  thdr  winter 
and  sisfttmer-houses--'llhe  fresh  nret^  for  suiAmer, 
andihe  sdt  water  for  wmtar,  to  spend  his  life  in; 
which  is  not,  as  Shr  FVancis  Bacc^  hath  observed 
in  his  History  0/  Life  and  Deaths  above  4en  years* 
And  it  IS  to  be  observed,  tiiat  though  Ae  Stdmoa 
does  grow  )>}g  in  (he  sea,  yet  he  grows  tiot  USL  biM 
in  fresh  rivert ;  ttnd  it  is  -observed,  that  the  fittllier 
<hey  get  firom  Qtb  sea,  they  be  lioth  the  fiMer  and 
Betfer* 

Nezf,  I  shall  teH  you,  That  though  (hey  mftkto 
i^ery  hard  sbift  to  get  out  of  thie  fMh  livers  faito 
tiie  sea;  yet  thty  will  make  hardier  shift  to  get, 
«mt  ^  the  salt,  into  the  fresh  irivers,*^o  stmwn,  or 
Ipossess  the  pleasures  that  they  have  formerly  Iftmnd 

.  ^  The  xoigratioD  of  the  Salmon,  and  diwrt  other  corts  of  fishes 
h  analogous  to  that  of  birds :  aiid  Mr.  Rdy  ccAifinilB  Walton's  ai- 
M^n  by  dying,  that  «  Salmon  wilt  yearly  <seend  up  a  river  foitt 
**  or  five  favodred  i*Ons  ooIt  ^  <&*^  their  spawt!*  alid  «ecvre  -{t  ia 
<*  banks  of  sand  tDl  the  young  bf  hatched  and  exchided ;  and  then 
**  return  to  sea  again.^  WUdom  of  Cod  manifitttd  in  ibt  Works  of  tU 
CfimHom,  1^ 

It  nwy  nocbo  io^roper  here  to  niut  notice,  diit  In  "ddi,  <nd  aeteittl 
other  pUrts  of  the  book,  the  fafcts  related  by  the  Author  do  most 
remarkably  coincide  with  later  discoveries  of  the  'most  diligent  and 
mp^%  ftaturaHlMs  a  «btf^Mlliftace  ^im  IKmk  ^  p>t»,  Wcnght  to 
airhitataenions. 
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in  them;  to  irlticli  end,  thej  irill  foree  tkeaiselvet 
through  flood-gate^,  Gt  oyer  iveifs,  or  hedges,  or 
tlops  in  the  water,  even  to  a  height  beyond  oominon 
belief.  Gesner  speaks  of  $iicfa  phices  as  'are  known 
to  be  above  eight  feet  high  above  water.  And  our 
Camden  mentions,  in  his  Britaoniaf  the  like  won- 
der to  be  in  Pembrokeshire,  where  the  river  Tiinr 
faJUs  into  the  sea  ;  and  that  the  fall  is  so  downright, 
undso  high,  that  the  people  ^tand  and  wonder  9t 
the  strength,  and  slight,  by  which  they  see  the 
Salmon  use  to  get  out  of  the  sea  into  the  said 
river ;  and  the  manner  and  height  of  the  place  is 
so  notable,  that  it  is  known,  fiir.  by  the  name  of  the 
Satmori'leap,  Concerning  whicn,  take  this  also  out 
of  Michael  Drayton  *,  my  honest  old  friend ;  as  he 
tells  it  yan^  in  his  Polyo&ionf» 

As  when  the  SUnnan  seeks  a  fresher  ntnsm  to  ^d  I 
Which  hither  fit>m  the  sea  cxmies,  jearl^  bj  hit  kiMlp 
'  As  he  towards  season  grows  $  and  steint  the  watrf  tract 
Where  7)tgr»  hHmg  down,  makes  an  high  cateract* 
VoieM  bj  the  rising  rocks  that  there  her  oonnse  oppeee*    '    • 
At  AoV  wiAhi  her  bonads,  thej  meaat  her  to  inclose  i-*-^ 
Bere»  wiiCD  the  Jabooriag  flih  does  at  th»  fooaaniT«». 
And  finds  that  bjp  hit  tttength  he  doea  hnt  Taialj  strive  i. 
BattaUtaheafaihiawmtfH  and  hemHiv  like  a  bow 
That't  to  ftall  compasa  diawn^  aloft  hinself  4oth  thrown— *. 
Xheaaprii«iac  at  h^  h^ht«  at  do^  a  IH^  i^and 
Thatp  bended  end  to  ew*apd,t|^rie4ftoiBam'ahand» 


*  An  ezceffent  poet,  bom  in  Warwickshire,  IMS.  Among  hh  werkib 
vhich  Mte  ircry  nameroas,  is  tiie  ^vlyM^m^  a  ckofa{;raphifal  detcriMio* 

je€  tbe  j^mt^y  aicH|ntaai8»  forest^  caiitle*,  Ufc.  in  this  itlaad.  Thcai^h  thit 
poem  has  gjeat  merit,  it  is  rendered  much  more  Talnable  by  the  learned 
notes  of  Mr.  Seldtn^  The  author  died  in  1631 ;  and  lies  buried  among  the 
poets  In  Westminster  abbej, 

t  Dr.  Warburtcn,  in  tne  Frtface  to  his  Simieipear,  speaking  of  thit 
poemt  says  it  was  written  by  one  Brayion ;  a  m^^e  of  expressioA  very 
common  with  great  meUi  when  they  mean  to  consign  the  memory 
of  others  over  to  obllyion  and  contempt.  Bishop  Burnet,  spealdng  oif 
&e  negociations  prerious  to  the  peace  of  tJtrecht,  says  .in  like  manner, 
that «  one  Frhr  was  employed  to  finish  the  treaty.  But  bo^  those 
gentlemen,  in  this  their  wittv  perversion  of  an  initocent  monotyUable, 
were  but  imitators  of  the  Swe<&h  ambassador,  who  complained  to 
Whitlocke)  that  a  treaty  had  been  sent  to  be  transhtced  by  0»w  Mr*  MUkWf 
mUtMdmwi.    Whitlocke'sAlirM.  633. 

V  3 
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TaroffiiKlfdotiicMti  lo  does  the  Salnonvaplti 
And  if,  at  fint»  lie  ful, — bis  aeoqpd  ■mnmfrwaU  9 
He  inttanUj  eumys,  and,  from  hit  nimble  rin^ 
Still  jcrkimg,  never  ieavet  nntil  himieif  |ie  ftoff 
Above  tlie  oppotini^  ttream* 

This,  Michael  Dravtqn  ieUs  jou^  of  thi^  Ipap  of 
j^nmmersault  of  the  Salnion. 

Andy  next,  I  shall  tell  you,r-that  it  is  observed 
by  Gemex  and  others,  That  there  is  no  better  Salmo^i 
than  in  England, — and  that  though  some  of  our 
northern  counties  have  as  fat,  and  ai$  }arge  fi  ^^  thp 
river  Thames,  yet  none  are  of  so  excelhmt  a  tast^. 

And  as  I  have  told  you  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon 
observes,  the  age  of  a  Salmoi)  exceeds  not  ten  years  ^ 
so  let  me  next  tell  you,  That  his  growth  is  ver^ 
sndden :  it  is  said,  that,  after  he  is  got  into  the  sea, 
he  becomes,  from  a  Samlet  not  so  big  as  a  Gudgepii, 
to  be  a  Salmon,  in  as  short  a  time  as  a  gbsling 
Ibecomes  to  be  a  goose.  Much  of  this,  bas  beeq 
observed;  by  tying  a  ];ibband,  or  some  knb^n  tap^ 
or  thread,  in  the  tail  of  some  youns  Salmons,  which 
have  been  taken  in  weirs  as  they  mye  swimmed  to^ 
wards  the  salt  water;  and  then  by  Uiking  a  part 
of  them,  ^ain,  with  the  known  mark,  at  the  same 
iplaoe^  at  their  return  from  the  sea,  which  is  usually 
about  six  months  after :  (And  the  like  experiment  hath 
been  tried  upon  young  sWallow^^;  who  have,  after 
six  mcfnths*  absence,  teen  pbserVed  to  return  to  the 
same  chimnev,  there  to  make  their  nests  and  habi* 
iatiooB  for  tne  summer  following :)  Which  has  in-^ 
dined  many  to  think,  that  every  Salmpn  qsually 
Ireturns  to  the  same  river  in  which  it  was  bred ;  a« 

*  Swnmenaulty  or  nmmienet»  from  iouiresoitltt  Tj.  A  hi^  Im, 
in  which  the  heeb  are  dirown  over  the  head.  Johntoii's  Diff^  t6 
tiirew  a  summerset,  is  a  phrase  common  with  tumblers. 

f  The  following  interesdng  article  of  intellimice,  a]^peared  In 
one  of  the  London  journals,  18  April  1789:  '*«  The  larg«^  sahnoo 
^  ever  caught,  was  yesterday  broueM  to  iKxidon.  This  extraordinary 
**  fish  measured  uprnords  of  four  net,  from  the  point  of  the  nose  to 
■>  the  extremity  of  the  tail;  and^  tbree  feet  round  the  thickest  part 
«  ^  the  body:  its  weight  was  seventy  pounds  within  a  few  ounces. 
*<  A  fishmonger  in  the  Minories  cut  it  un  at  one  shilling  fir  fooaij^ 
**  and  the  wMle  was  sold  ahnost  iflunediatefy.**' 
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yf^ung  pigeons,  taken  out  of  tbe  same  dove-cote,  have 
ako  hem  observed  to  do. 

And  you  are  jet  to  observe  further,  That  the  Hc- 
salmon  is  usually  bigger  than  the  Spai^ner ;  and  that 
he  is  more  kipper,  am  less  able  to  endure  a  winter  in 
the  fresh  water  than  she  is  :  yet  she  is — at  that  time 
of  looking  less  kipper,  and  better — as  watry,  and  as 
bad  n^eat* 

And  yet  you  are  to  observe,  that  as  there  is  no  general 
rale  without  an  exception  ;  so  there  are  some  few  rivers 
in  this  nation,  that  have  Trouts  and  'Salmons  in  season 
in  winter,  as  it  is  certain  there  be  in  the  river  fVye  in 
Monmouthshire,  where  lAey  be  in  season^  as  Camden 
observes, /rom  September  tiU  April.  But,  my  scholar ! 
the  observation  of  this  and  many  other  things,  1  must 
in  manners  omit ;  because  they  will  prove  too  lai^e  for 
our  narrow  ccmipass  of  time ;  and,  therefore,  I  shall 
next  &11  «pon  my  dkections,  How  to  fish  for  this 


And,  for  that :  First,  you  shall  observe,  that  usually 
he  stays  not  long  in  a  place,  as  Trouts  will :  but,  as  I 
said,  covets  still  to  go  nearer  the  spring-head* :  And 
that  he  does  not— as  the  Trout,  and  many  other  fish — 
lie  near  the  watetrside  or  bank,  or  roots  of  trees :  but 
ftwims  in  the  deep  and  broad  parts  of  the  water,  and 

*  The  Salmon  ddights  in  large,  rapid  riTers ;  especially  inch  at  have 
pebbly,  graTelly,  and  •ometimes  weedy  bottoms. 
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usually  in  the  middle,  and  near  the  ground ;  and  that, 
there,  jou  are  to  fish  for  him :  And  that  he  is  to  be 
caught,  as  the  Trout. is,  with  a  worm, — a  minnow, 
which  some  call  a  penk, — or,  with  a  fly. 

And  you  are  to  observe,  That  he  is,  very  seldom,  ob« 
served  to  bite  at  a  minnow,  yet  sometimes  be  will;  and 
not,  usually,  at  a  fly ;  but,  more  usually,  at  a  worm,— 
and  then,  most  usually,  at  a  lob  or  garden-worro, 
which  should  be  well  scoured,  that  is  to  say,  kept 
seven  or  eight  days  in  moss  before  you  fish  with  them  : 
and  if  you  double  your  time  of  eight  into  sixteen, 
twenty,  or  more  days,  it  is  still  the  better ;  for  the* 
worms  will  still  be  clearer,  tougher^  and  more  lively, 
— ^and  continue,  so,  longer  upon  your  hook.  And  thev 
may  be  kept  longer,  by  keeping  them  cool,  and  in  fresh 
moss ;  and  some  advise  to  put  camphire  into  it^. 

Note  also.  That  many  use  to  fish  for  a  salmon,  with 
a  rin^  of  wire,  on  the  top  of  their  rod,  through  which 
the  line  may  run  to  as  great  a  length  as  is  needful, 
when  he  is  hooked.  And  to  that  end,  sonie  use  a 
wheel  about  the  middle  of  their  rod,  or  near  their  hand  ; 
which  is  to  be  observed  better  by  seeing  one  bf  them, 
than  by  a  lar^e  demonstration  of  words. 

And  now  f  shall  tell  you,  that  which  may  be  called 
a  secret.  I  ha'oe  been  a-fishing  with  old  Oliver  Henly, 
now  with  God,  a  noted  fisher  both  for  Trout  and  Sal- 
mon; and  have  observed,  that  he  would  usually  take 
three  or  four,  worriis  out  of  his  bag,  and  put  them  into 
a  little  box  in  his  pocket,  where  he  would  usually 
let  them  continue  half  an  hour  or  more»  before  he  would 
bait  his  hook  with  them.  I  have  asked  him  his  reason ; 
and  he  has  replied,  ^^  He  did  but  pick  the  best  out,  to 
^^  be  in  readiness  against  he  baitcxl'his  book  the  next 

*  Bairs  for  Salmon,  are :  lob-wormv-^or  the  ground ;  itnaller  worms 
and  bobB,  cad-bait,  and,  indeed,  most  of  the  baits  taken  by  the  Troat,^> 
^t  the  top*  of  the  water.  And  as  to  flies ;  remembo'  to  make  them  oiF  the 
most  gandy  colours,  and  very  large.  There  U  a  fly  called  the  horse-leech 
fly,  which  he  is  very  fond  of:  they  are  of  various  colours,  have  great 
heads,  large  bodies,  very  long  tails  and  two  (and  some  have  three) 
pair  of  wings,  placed  behind  each  other:  behind  each  pair  of  wings,  whip 
the  body  about  with  gold  or  silver  twist,  or  both ;  and  do  the  same  by 
the  head :  With  this  fly,  fish  ai  /^ivWi6,— -as,  for  Trout  and  Grayling.  But 
if  you  </M,  do  it  veith  two  or  three  Dutterflies  of  different  oplours,  or  with 
some  of  the  most  glaring  small  flies  you  can  find. 
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'*  time :"  bat  he  has  been  observedj  both  by  others  and 
mjadf,  to  catch  more  fish  than  I,  or  any  other  body 
that  has  ever  gone  a-fisbing  mih.  him,  could  do,  and 
especially  Salmons.  And  I  have  been  told,  lately,  by 
one  of  his  most  intimate  and  secret  friends,  that  the  box 
in  which  he  put  those  worms,  was  anointed  with  a  drop 
or  two  or  three,  of  the  oil  of  iry^berries,  made  by  ex- 
pression or  infusion ;  and,  told,  that  by  the  worms  re- 
maining in  that  box  an  hour,  or  a  like  time,  thc^  had 
incorporated  a  kind  of  smell  that  was  irresistibly  at« 
tractiye,  enough  to  force  any  fish  within  the  smell  of 
them,  to  bite.  This,  I  heard  not  long  since  from  a 
friend ;  but  hare  not.  tried  it ;  yet  I  grant  it  probable, 
and  refer  my  reader  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon's  NatunU 
History y  where  he  prores  fishes  may  hear ;  and,  doubt-, 
less,  can  more  probably  smell :  And  I  an^  certain  Gres- 
aer  says,  the  Otter  can  smell  in  the  water ;  and  I  know 
not  but  that  fish  may  do  so  too.  It  is  left  f(Mr  a  lover 
of  angling,  or  any  uiat  desires  to  improve  that  art,  to 
try  Ais  conclusion* 

.  I  shall  also  impart  two  other  experiments,  but  not 
tried  by  myself,  which  I  will  deliver  in  the  Same  words 
that  they  were  given  me,  by  an  excellent  angler  and  a 
very  fiioid,  in  writing ;  he  told  me  the  latter  was  too 
good  to  be  told,  but  in  a  learned  language,  le^  it 
uiould  be  made  common. 

<^  TdLe  the  stinking  oil  drawn  out  of  polypody  of 
<'  the  oak  by  a  retort,  mixt  with  turpentine  and  hive- 
*^  honey ;  add  anoint  your  bait  therewith^  and  it  will 
f^  doubtless  draw  the  &h  to  it." 
!  The  other  is  this :  '^  Vulnera  hedercs  gratuHssifnas 
^  iif^cia  iud(f9U  Balsamum  oleo  gelaiOj  albicanHquc 
**  persvmile^  odoris  vero  longe  suofoiMMinri.** 

<(  'Tis  supremely  sweet  to  any  fish,  and  yet  assafce* 
<<  tida  may  do  the  like  *•'* 

*  There  is  extant,  though  I  ha^e  nerer  been  able  to  ret  a  nght  of  it; 
a  book  intitledt  the  Secrets  of  Angiimg  by  J.  D. ;  at  the  end  of  which,  is  the 
Mlowing  mystical  redpe  of  «  R.  R/'  who  possibly  may  be  the  **  R.  Roe'^ 
ma^tiffoed  in  the  Frefate.  [to  fValttm^ 
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But  m  these  fttng^  i  bave  no  gresi  faftb;  yet  gnait 
it  probable;  and  Im^e  had  Irom  some  cbjmical  nifiiiy 
namely,  from  Sii  George  Hastnigftand  othen^an  affiimr 
ation  of  tftom  to  be  very  adv>aatafi;eo«i*  Bat  oa  mam 
of  these ;  espeeiatly  not,  ia  this  j^ace. 

I  mfght,  here,  tiefere  I  take  my  kaw  af  iha  Balmmiy 
ielt  yo^,  that  there  is  mere  tbaa  ane  sort  af  tfaraa;  aa 
namety,  a  Tecoo,— and  another  caUad  ia  snna  pbem  ai 


Samlet,  or  by  some  a  Skegger.  (But  thme,  and  otlmmi 
ivhich  I  forbear  to  name ;  may  be  fish  af  anotimc  kiad, 
— and,  differ  as,  ife  knoy^  a  Rerring  and  a  Piichanl 
.do  *.)  Whieb,  I  thinll:,  am  a^  difeimt  aatlm  rivem  ia 
>rhich  they  bred, — aad  must,  by  me,  be  left  to  the  dts^i 
<}Hisitions  of  men  of  more  leisans,  aad  of  ^matar  afatti« 
ties,  than  T  profess  mysetf  to  have. 

And,  lastly,  I  am  to  borrow  so  miK^  of  you  mm 
mised  patienee,  as  to^  tell  you^  That  the  Tjmuty  or  Sair 
*inoD,  being  in  seasoa,  have— a(  theiv  ftrsi  tahiag  ant  of 
the  irateri  which  eontinnes  during  Kfi^-^tfacar  badiea 
adorned,  the  one  with  such  red  spais^  and  the  atber 
with  such  black  or  blaekisb  ^ts,  aa  grm  them  sucli 

To  bCss  thy  bah,  and  make  Ae  fiah  M  Utey— 
Iro  9  here*8  a  meiM,  if  tbou  caoMt  hk-  it  nght  x 
Take  gum  of  life,  weU  beafc  and  laid  tsaoak 
t  /py.  In  oil  well  drawn  from  that  f  which  kilb  the  oak. 

.  Hah.  where  thoa  wUu  thott  sbalt  hate  sport  thy  SU ; 
When  others  fca^  thoushaltbesaBeftaldU. 

The  hsgenioutaathor  of  Che  AngUrU  mre  GmUt^mMAmi  ia  aro«  ITO^ 
in  the  Frefacey  and  elaewhere,  aaciibes  this-b^ek  t»  « that  giMt  arao* 


omitted  by  Walton,  had  the  vfcral  fikctt  been  tme. 

*  There  ia  a  ^di,  in  many  rivers,  of  the  Salmon  kind ;  which,  thov^ 
^ry  small,  ia  thought  by  some  cnrioiu  persona  to  be  of  the  same  species; 
and  this,  I  take  it,  is  the  fish  known  ify  the  diflerentnamtaof  SaJmoa* 
Pink,  Sheddera,  Skegg^ers,  JLast-Springs,  and  Ortvel  Last-Springs.  But 
there  ia  another  amaU  fish  very  much  resamblinjg  these  m  shape  and 
colour,  called  the  Gravel  Last-Spring,  found  only  m  the  river  Wye,  and 
Severn;  which  ia,  undoubtedly,  a  Satina  species;  These  spawn  mbral 
the  ht^tmimv  of  September ;  And  in  the  Wye,  t  have  taken  them  wkhr  a^ 
ant-flv,  as  £utas  I  could  throw.  Perhaps  thh  if  what  Waltea  otti 
theTecom 
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an  addition  of  natural  beauty,  as^  I  think,  was  never 
^iyen  to  any  woman  by  the  artificial  paint  or  (Nitches 
in  which  they  so  much  pride  tbemselyes  in,  this  age. 
And  so  I  shatl  leave  them  both ;  and  proceed  to  some 
pbserrations  on  the  Pike. 


SI4  THE  COMPXCTE  AKOLEft.  PART  f 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

Otservalians  of  the  Luce  or  Pike,  wUk  Direeiums 
hozo  iojish  for  him* 

P18CATOE. 

THE  might  J  Luce  or  Pike  is  taken  to  be  the  ty  rant, 
as  the  Salmon  is  the  king,  of  the  fresh  waters.  'TIS 
not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  they  are  bred ;  some  by 
generation;  and  some  not, — ^as  namely ^  oFa  weed  call- 
ed pickerel-weedy  unless  learned  Gesner  be  much  mis* 
taken :  for  he  says,  this  weed  and  other  glutinous  mat- 
ter, with  the  help  of  the  sun's  heat,  in  some  particular 
months,  and  some  ponds  apted  for  it  by  nature,  do  be- 
come Pikes, — ^but,  doubtless,  divers  Pikes  are  bred  after 
this  manner :  or,  are  brought  into  some  ponds  some 
sQch  other  ways  as-  is  past  man's  finding  out ;  of  which 
we  have  daily  testimonies.     . 

Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in  his  History  of  Life  and  Death  f 
observes  the  Pike  to  be  the  longest  lived  of  any  fresh- 
water fish, — and  yet  he  computes  it  to  be  not,  usually, 
above  forty  years;  and  others  think  it  to  be  not  above 
ten  years ;  and  vet  Gesner  mentions  a  Pike  taken,  in 
Swedeland,  in  the  year  1449,  with  a  ring  about  his  neck^ 
declaring  he  was  put  into  that  pond  by  Frederick  the 
Second,  more  than  two  hundred  years  before  he  was  hut 
taken,  as  by  the  inscription  in  that  ririe,  being  Greek, 
was  interpreted  by  the  then  Bishop  of  Worms*.    But 

*  Either  Walton  is  mistaken  in  this  relation ;  or  there  is  in  his  Author, 
Gcner,  another  to  the  same  purpose,  with  different  circumstaBces.  I 
have  not  Gesner's  book  at  hand :  but  in  a  well  known  bo<^,  entitled  the 
CeHtUmam*s  Rtcrmtimt^  I  oicft  with  the  foDowinff  extract  from  him : 

^  In  the  year  1497,  a  fish  was  cau^t  in  a  pond  near  Haflprum,  {firsam 
**  Hailbronj  in  Suabta;  with  a  brass  ring,  at  his  gills,  in  which  were  cn- 
'*  graved  these  words;  lam  thefirttjUh  wUU  Frtdtriti  the  sttiii^pfwtmw 
"  a/thtwrid^pitt  into  this  pomdtbeifih  of  Ofioier,  12SS.**  By  whidi  it 
appears,  that  Uiis  fish  had,  then,  hved  two  hundred  and  sixty-odd  years 
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jof  this«— no  more,  but  that  it  is  observed^  tbat  the  old 
.or  yesry  great  Pikes  have  in  ih^m  more  of  state  thaji 
goodness ;  the  smaller  or  middle-sized  Pikes  being  bj 
4he  most,  and  choicest,  palates  observed  to  be  the  best 
meat :  and,  contrary,  the  Eel  is  observed  to  be  the  bet* 
4er,  for  age  and  bigness. 

AH  Pikes  that  live  long,  prove  chargeable  to 
their  keepers,  because  their  life  is  maintained  b^ 
the  death  of  so  many  other  fish,  even  those  of  their 
own  kind :  which  has  made  him,  by  some  writers, 
to  be  called  the  tyrant  of  the  rivers,  or  the  fresh- 
water wolf,  by  reason  of  his  .bold,  greedy,  devour* 
ioff  disposition;  which  is  so  keen,  that,  as  Gesner 
relates,  A  man  going  to  a  pond,  where  it  seems  a 
Pike  had  devoured  all  the  nsh,  to  water  his  mule, 
bad  a  Pike  bit  his  mule  by  the  lips;  to  which  .the 
pike  hung  so  fast,  that  the  mule  drew  him  out  of  the 
water ;  and  by  that  accident,  the  owner  of  the  mule 
angled  out  the  Pike.  And  the  same  Gesner  observes, 
that  a  maid  in  Poland  had  a  Pike  bit  her  by  the 
foot  as  she  was  washing  clothes  in  a  pond*  And 
I  have  heard  the  like  of  a  woman  in  Killingwortli 
pQn4|  not  far  from  Coventry.  But  I  have  l^n  as* 
sured  by  my  friend  Mr.  Seagrave,  of  whom  I  spake 
to  vou  forctorly.  that  keeps  tame  Otters,  That  he 
h^ih  l^nowri  ft  Pike,  in  e^ctreme  hunger,  fight  with 
one  of  his  Otters  for  a  Carp  that  the  Otter  had 
caught^  and  was  then  bringing  out  of  the  water. 
}  have  told  you  who  relate  these  things ;  find  ^ell 
you  they  are  persons  of  credit ;  and  shall  conclude 
this  observation,  by  telling  you,  what  a  wise  man 
has  observed,  ^^  It  is  a  hard  thins  to  persuade  the 
f^  beUy,  because  it  has  no  ears*. 

*  Bowlker,  in,  h»  Ari  of  Anglhg  before  ctted,  pa^e  9,  gives  tlie 
foUowiog  instance  of  the  eiceeidine  voracitr  of  this  fish:  ^  Mjr 
^  &ther  catched  a  Pijie  in  Barn-Meer,  fa  lai|^  staoding-water  in 
•*  CheJure)  was  an  ell  long,  and  weighed  thirty-^Te  poun(ds»  which 
^  he  hrought  tb'the  lord  Chofanoadeley :  his.  lonbhip  ordered  it  to  bs 
**  turned  into  a  canal  in  the  garden,  wherein  were  abundance  of 
^  aereral  sorts  of  fish^  About  tweWe  months  after,  his  lordshin 
*  draw'd  the  can^  and  found  that  this  overgrown  Pike  had  devoured 
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But  if  these  relalions  be  disbelieyed,— »it  is  too  €▼{*- 
dent  to  be  doubted,  Tlial  a  Pike  vfill  devottr  a  fisb, 

M  aU  the  fisht  eaoepc  one  lane  Cup*  that  weighed  betwetn  nioe 
*«  a»d  tcB  pounds,  and  that  was  fiitteo  la  several  phwet.  The  Bihe  «M 
«<  then  put  into  the  canal  a^ain,  together  with  abundance  of  fidi 
«<  with  him  to  feed  upon,  all  which  he  devoured  in  less  than  a  year's  time ; 
<«  and  was  obaenred  hy  the  gardener  and  woikmes  cfaeiv,  ta  take 
«(  the  ducks,  and  other  water-fowl,  under  w«ier.  WbeniP<m  thnr 
**  shot  magpies  and  crows,  and  threw  them  into  the  canali  which 
*  the  Pike  took  before  their  eyes:  of  this  they  ac^uaipted  th^ 
<*  lord ;  who,  thereupon,  oidered  the  slaoriitennan  to  iing  ia  oahro^ 
M  bellies,  chickens-guts,  and  such  like  prMge,  to  him,  to  prey  upon: 
^  but  being  soon  after  neglected,  he  ale<^| — as  supposedt  for  want  of 
«'  food,"  ' 

The  following  relation  was  istefted  a«  an  artkte  ol  turns  in  one  of 
the  X<eBdon  Papefs»  Sd  Jaii«  n$5 : 

Bxirad  of  a  LeUn  from  ZHtiefari,    ^ec  17. 

**  About  ten  days  ago^  a  large  Pike  wae  caught  in  die  rrrer  Oute; 
p»  which  weighed  upwards  of  S8  jpoonds,  and  was  sold  to  a  g^ntlemi 
«  in  the  neighbouraood  for  a  guinea.  As  the  ceok-maid  waa  gutting 
«*  the  fish,  she  found,  to  her  great  astonishment,  a  watch  with  a  \Aiti 
»  ribbon,  and  two  steel  seals  annexed,  in  the  body  of  the  iHke;  the 
^  gentleman's  butler^  upon  opening  tiie  watch,  found  the  mak«% 
•*  name,  Thomas  Cranefield,  Bumham,  Norfolk.  Upon  a  ttrict  enq^rf , 
<*  it  appears,  that  the  said  watch  was  sold  to  a  gentleman's  servant, 
•<  who  was  unfortunately  drowned  about  ux  weeks  ago,  in  his  wav 
«*  to  Cambridge,  between  thie  pfaure  and  Sonth-Feyry.  The  watcn 
«*  isstill  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Roberts,  at  the  Cn)is*|Uys,  m 
**  Littleport,  for  the  inspection  of  the  pubUc" 

And  this,  in   the  same  paper,   the  25th  of  the  same  months  am). 


«  Osk  Tuesday  )ast,  at  Lillishall  lime->woihs,  near  Jtfnifrt^'^^  pee| 
<(  about  nine  yards  deep,  which  has  not  been  fished  fer  ages,  was  let 
^  off,  by  means  of  a  level  brought  up  to  drain  the  works ;  when  an 
«  enonnoui  Pike  wasfonnd :  he  waa  drawn  out  by  a  rope  futened  lovnd 
.«&  hia  head  and  gills,  aoiidst  hundreds  of  spectators,  m  which  service  a 
^  great  many  men  were  employed :  he  weighed  upmrds  of  170  pound% 
••  and  Is  thought  to  be  the  largest  ever  seen.     Some  time  ago,  the  clei{ 


^  of  the  parish  was  trolling  in  the  above  pool,  when  his  bait  was  seined  bv 
<«  this  furious  creature,  which  by  a  sudden  jerk  pulled  himin»  ana 
**  doubtless  would  have  devoured  him  also,  had  he  not  by^  wonderlul 
*^  agiKt^  and  dexterous  swimmings  escaped  the  dreadful  jaws  of  tbU 
«  voracious  anhnal.** 

In  Dr.  Plot's  HUi&rj  tf  SfafM^hire^  24€,  are  tnndrv  relations  of 
Pike  of  great  magnitude;  one  m  particular,  caught  in  the  Tbamet  aQ 
efl  and  two  indies  long. 

The  following  storr,  eontainsng  fofther  evidence  of  the  voracity  o( 
^is  fish,  with  the  addition  ef  a  pleasant  ciraanstance,  I  met  with  ia 
Fnlkr's  Worihin^  LiittthMrt,  page  144 : 
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of  his  own  kind)  that  flhall  be  bigger  than  his  beliy 
or  throat  wiU  leoeiye,  and  swaliow  a  part  of  him, 
and  let  llie  other  part  remaiii  in  his  mouth  till  tiie 
swallowed  part  be  dieted,  and  then  swallow  that 
other  pait  that  was  in  his  mouth,  and  so  put  it 
over  by  degrees ;  which  is  not  unlike  the  Ox  ,  and 
some  other  beasts'  taking  their  meat — not,  out  of  their 
month,  immediatdy  into  their  belly,  but  first  into 
some  place  betwixt;  and  then  chew  it,  or  digest  it 
by  df^rees  after,  which  is  called  diewing  the  cud. 
Andy  doubtless,  Pikes  will  bite  when  they  are  -not 
hnngry;  but  as  some  think,  even  for  very  anger; 
when  a  tempting  bait  comes  near  to  them. 

And  it  is  observed.  That  the  Pike  will  oat  ve^ 
B0mous  thmgs,  as  some  kind  of  frogs  are ;  and  yet  live 
without  being  harmed  by  them ;  for,  as  some  say,  ho 
has  in  him  a  natural  balsam,  or  antidote  against  all 
poison.  And  he  has  a  strange  heat,  that  though  it  ap- 
pears to  ns  to  be  cold,  can  yet  di^t  or  put  over,  any 
■sb-flesh,  by  degrees,  without  bemg  sick.  And  others 
observe,  that  he  never  eats  the  venomous  frog  till  he 
have,  first,  killed  her,  and,  then— *as  ducks  are  observed 
to  do  to  frogs  in  spawning  time,  at  which  time  some 
frogs  are   observed  to  be  venomous— so  thoroughly 

<*  A  cub  Anc«  dijnkiiiff  out  of  the  river  Amm  in  Italy,  had  hit 
**  head  aeittd  on  by  a  mighty  Pike,  so  that  neither  could  free  themselvet, 
**  but  were  ingrappled  together.  In  this  contest,  a  young  man  runi 
**  into  the  water,  takes  them  out  both  alive ;  and  carrieth  them  to 
«  the  Duke  of  Florence,  whose  jnkce  was  hard  by.  The  pctrter  would 
*>  not  admit  him,  without  pronusing  of  sharing  his  full  hall  in  what  the 
**  duke  should  give  him ;  to  which  he  (hopeless,  otherwise,  of  entrance) 


**  condescended.  The  duke  higfalv  affected  with  the  rarity,  was  about 
M  ftMng  him  a  good  reward ;  which  the  other  refiised,  desirmg  his 
«  IjlHhneas  would  appoint  one  of  hi9  guard  to  ^ve  him  an  hundred 
**  latties,  that  so  his  porter  might  have  nftv,  accordiog  to  his  compositton. 
**  And  here  my  inteUrgence  leaveth  me,  how  much  £uther  the  jest  was 
«  foUowed." 

Tlie  sane  Author  rchtet  ■fipom  a  book  entitled  Ksx  J*iseu,  priifted  in 
ieS6«-tbat  «ne  Mr.  Anderson,  a  townsman  and  merchant  of  Newcastle, 
P  With  a  friend  on  Kewcastle  bridge,  and  fingering  his  ring,  let  it  faU 
river :  but  it  havhig  been  endowed  by  a  fish,— and  the  fish, 
da  taken,— ike  rii»  vras  fannd  and  restored  to  him.  9V»tbiM^ 
IforthimterioKi^SKk  Al£e8t«ryisbyHtrodotns,zekt€dof  Polycratoa 
ki^gof  SamsB. 
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washed  her,  by  tttmbliag  ker  ap  and  down  in  the 
water»  thai  he  maF  devour  her  wttkmit  danger.  And 
GeBObenaffimis,— that  a  Poiooiao  gentleman  did  &ith- 
fullj  assure  him^  he  had  seen  two  youg  geese ,  at  one 
time,  in  the  bell jr  of  a  Pike.  AnddoabtlmaPike,  in 
his  height  of  hunger,  will  bite  at  and  devour  a  dog  that 
swims  m  a  pond ;  and  there  have  been  examples  of  it, 
or  the  like ;  for  as  I  told  you,  '^  The  belly  has  no  ears 
^V  when  hunger  comes  upon  it.'* 

The  Pike  is  also  observed  to  be  a  soUtary,  melan« 
clioly ;  and  a  bokl  fish  :  mdancboly,  beomae  he 
always  swims  or  rests  himself  alone ;  and  never  swims 
in  shoals,  or  with  company ,«— as  Roach  and  ]>ace,  and 
most  other  fish  do :  and  bold,  because  he  fears  not  a 
shadow,  or  to  see  or  be  seen  of  any  body,— as  the  Trout 
and  Chub,  and  all  other  fish  do. 

And  it  is  observed  by  Gesner,  That  the  jaw-bones, 
and  hearts,  and  galls  of  Pikes,  are  very  medicinaMe  for 
several  diseases,  or  to  stop  Mood,  to  abate  fevers,  to 
cure  agues,  to  oppose  or  expel  the  infection  of  the 
plague,  and  to  be  many  wavs  medicinable  and  useful 
Kir  the  good  of  mankind :  but  he  observes.  That  the 
biting  ot  a  Pike  is  venomous,  and  hard  to  be  toured. 

And  it  is  observed,  that  the  Pike  is  a  fish  that  breeds 
but  once  a  year;  and  that  other  fish,  as  namely 
Loaches,  do  breed  oftener :  and  so,  we  are  certain,  tame 
Pigeons  do  almost  every  month ;  and  yet  the  Hawk,  a 
bird — of  prey,  as  the  Pike  is  a  fish— breeds  but  once  in 
twelve  months  *.  And  you  are  to  note,  That  his  time 
#f  breeding  or  spawning,  is  usually  about  the  end  of 
February y — or,  somewhat  later,  in  March ;  as  the 
weather  proves  colder  or  warmer :  and,  to  note,  That 
his  manner  of  breeding  is  thus:  a  He  and  a  She-Pike 
will*  usually,  go  togetheri  out  of  a  river,  into  some 

*  Agreeable  to  the  conne  of  Pftmdence  olMerved  in  the  prodnctfoo 
pf  asimaU;  in  which  the  disproportion  in  number,  between  beaitt 
birds  and  fishes,  of  frej^  and,  those  dp  taeb  gtmm  dengned  fir  fbe  nuU* 
mamct «/  man^  is  obvious.  The  JMn  :  and  the  tfi&M^— the  BgwM  ?  and 
the  i£r«,— the  Shari  t  and  the  ifrmagr-are  sewnUly,  in  -dteir  luDdi« 
iiutancet  of  this  wonderfiU  economj  in  the  woriu  of  nuare. 


CnAP.  Tni.    THE  COMPLETE  ANGLER.         1^19 

ditch  or  creek ;  and  that,  tliere,  the  spawner  casts  her 
eggs,  and  the  melter  hovers  over  her  ail  that  time  that 
she  is  casting  her  spawn,  bat  touches  her  not  *• 

I  tnighl  sajr  more  of  this :  but  it  miglit  be  thought 
curiosity  or  worse  ;«-and  shall,  therefore,  forbear  it; 
andy  take  up  so  much  of  your  attention,  as  to  tell  you, 
That  the  best  of  Pikes  are  noted  to  be  in  rivers ;  next 
those,  in  great  ponds  or  meres ;  and  the  worst,  ia 
small  ponds. 

But  before  I  proceed  further,  lam  to  tell  you,  Thaft 
there  is  a  great  antipathy  betwixt  the  Pike  and  some 
fro^s  i  and  this  may  appear  to  the  reader  of  Dubravius* 
a  bishop  in  Bohemia  t ,  who  in  Jiis  book  Qf  Fish  ami 
,JFish''pandSf  relates  what,  he  sa^fe,  he  saw  with  his  own 
eyes,  and  could  not  forbear  to  tell  the  reader.  Which 
was: 

<^  As  he  and  the. bishop  Thurzo  were  walking  by 
^'  a  large  pond  in  Bohemia,  They  saw  a  frog — whea 
"  the  Pike  lay,  very  sleepily  and  auict,  by  the  shove- 
*'  side— leap  upon  bis  head ;  and  tne  frog,  haying  ex** 

*  V^  bte  discoveries  of  naturalists,  contradict  this  hypothesis  con* 
cerning*  the  generation  of  fishes,  and  prove,  chat  they  are  produced  Ivy 
the  conjnnctxon  of  the  male  and  female,  as  other  animals  are.  See 
the  FhtUtofhitai  Trantmtihuu^  VoL  XLVIU.  Part  11.  for  the  year  173i, 
page  870. 

f  Jammt  JhArmvwt  Seaia^  bishop  of  Olmiitz  in  Moravia,  in  the  six- 
teenth century ;  was  horn  at  Pilsen  in  Bohemia.  The  functions  of  the 
Bifehoprick  did  not  hinder  him  from  being — an  Ambassador  into  Sicily, 
then  mto  Bohemia;  and  President  of  the  chamber  established  to  pro- 
ceed agannt  die  rebels  who  had  borne  a  part  in  the  troubles  of  Smal- 
cald.  Besides  the  above  book,  (the  Latip  title  whereof  is  De  P'ueimu 
f^  Fisciumf  qui  m  eis  aluntur^  maturuj  he  appears,  by  the  Bodleian 
catalogue,  to  have  written,  in  Latin,  a  History  of  Bohemia ;  and  an 
oratieo  to  Sigismmd,  king  of  Pobmd,  eihortiag  him  to  make  war  on 
the  Turks.  He  seems  to  have  practised  the  ordering  of  ^h-ponds 
and  the  breeding  of  fish,  both  for  delight  and  profit.  Hoffman,  who 
in  Ins  Lenicon  has  given  his  name  a  place,  says,   he  died — ^with  the 

Xatioii  of  a  pious  and  learned  prelate — in  I55S :  which  last  parti- 
mav  admit  of  ouestion ;  for  if  it  be  true,  it  makes  all  his  writ- 
io«post&nmons  publications,  the  earliest  whereof  bears  date  «jbm  1559. 
If  IS  book  Off  Fiib  And  Fiib^ondti  in  which  are  many  pleasant  rela- 
tions, was,  in  1599,  translated  mto  English,  and  publisiied  in  4to.  by 
Geoi^  Chnrchey,  fellow  of  Lion's  Inn,  with  the  title  of— ^  mnv  Book 
pf  good  Hmshamdry^  vtry  pUtutuU  and  of  grtai  frofi^  koth  for  gentlemem  and 
jfAuwMT,  tontahamg  tb*  order  and  mannor  of  making  offish-ponds^  (5**, 


^  prert  malice  or  anger  by  bis  swoln  cheekrftod  ftariae 
**  eyes,  did  stretch  out  his  legs,  and  embr^M^  tlie  Pike^ 
*'  heady  and  presently  reaohM  them  to  his  eyes,  tearing^ 
*^  mth  them  and  his  teeth ,  those  tender  paits :  the  Pikcj 
^^  moved  with  anguish^  moves  np  and  down  the  waUti 
^  and  rabs  hinn^  against  weeds,  and  whatever  he 
^  thought  might  quit  him  of  his  enemy;  but  all  in 
*^  vain,  for  the  frc^  did  conthiue  to  ride  triumpbantlyi 
^<  and  to  bite  and  torment  the  Pike,  till  his  strength 
*^  failed ;  and  then  the^ftog  sunk  wifli  the  Pike  to  the 
^f  bottom  of  the  water :  then,  presently,  the  frc^  ap- 
*^  pcaied  amin  at  the  top ;  and  croakedf,  and  seemed  to 
^  rgoice  like  a  conqueror ;  after  which,  he  presently 
*^  retired  to  his  secret  hole.  The  Ushop,  that  bad  be- 
*<  held  the  batde,  called  his  fisherman  to  fetch  his  nets^ 
^\  and  by  all  means  to  get  the  P^e,  that  ibey  might 
*^  declare  what  had  happened :  And  the  F&e  was 
*'  dmwn  forth ;  and  both  his  eyes  eaten  out, — at  which 
*^  when  thev  b^an  to  wonder,  the  fisherman  wished 
'<  them  to  forbear,  and  assured  them,  he  was  certain 
'*  that  Pikes  were  often  so  served. " 

I  told  this,  which  is  to  be  read  in  the  sixth  chapter  of 
the  *  book  of  Dubravius,  nnto  a  friend,  who  replied, 
^^  It  was  as  improbable  as  to  have  the  mouse  scmtoh  out 
^^  the  caCs  eyes."  But  he  did  not  consider,  that  these 
be  Fishing-frcN^s,  which  the  Dalmatians  call  the  water<» 
devil ,  of  which  I  might. tell  you  as  wonderful  a  story  :-- 
But  I  shall  toll  you,  that  His  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
there  be  some  fro^s  so  fearful  of  the  WBter^simke,  that 
-v^hen  they  swim  m  a  place  in  which  they  fear  to  meet 
with  him^  they  then  get  a  reed  across  into  their  mouths ; 
which,  if  they  two  meet  by  acctdeaty  svcuies  the  frog 
from  the  strength  and  malice  of  the  snake ;  and  note, 
that  the  frog,  usually^  swims  the  fastest  of  the  two« 

And  let  me  toll  you>  That  at  tbere  be  water  and  land- 
frogs,  so  there  be  land  and  water-snakes.  Concern- 
ing which,  take  this  observation^  that  the  knd-snake 
breeds,  and  hatohes,  her  eggs-^^which  become  young 

*  Walton  tbotild  hsve  tatd  «f  iht/nt  books  foe  there  it  it  to  bo 
foofid. 
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snakes— «in  some  old  danghiHy  or  a  like  hot  place  t  bat 
the  water-snake^  which  is  not  venomous,  and  as  I  have 
been  assured  hy^  great  observer  of  such  secrets^  does 
not  hatch,  but  breed  her  young  alive;  which  she  dt>e8 
not  then  forsake,  but  bides  with  them;  and  in  case  of  dag- 
ger, will  take  them  all  into  her  mouthy  and  swim 
away  from  any  apprehended  danger,  and  then  let  them 
out  again  when  she  thinks  aH  danger  to  be  past :  these 
be  accidents  that  we,  Anglers,  sometimes  see,  and  often 
talkof.  • 

But  whither  am  I  going?  I  had  almost  lost  myself, 
by  remembering  the  discourse  of  Dubravius«  I  will 
therefore  stop  here ;  and  tell  ypu^  accordingly  to  m j 
promise^  how  to  catch  this 


wim'E. 


His  feeding  is,  usually^  of  fish  or  froffs :  and^  some« 
tintes,  a  wmi  of  his  own  called  pickerel-weed^-^-of 
which,  I  told  you,  some  think  some  Fikes  are  bred  ;  for 
they  have  'observe,  that^  where  none  have  been  put  into 
ponds,  yet  they  have  there  found  Many ;  and  that 
there  iias  been  plenty  of  that  weed  in' those  ponds, 
and  £they  think]  that  that  weed  both  breeds  and  feeds 
them :  but  whether  those  Pikes,  so  bred,  will  ever  breed 
by  generation  as  the  others  do^  I  shall  leave  to  the  dis* 
quisitions  of  men  of  more  curiosity  and  leisure  than  I 
profess  myself  to  have.    And  shall  proceed  to  tell  you ^ 
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That  you  may  fish  for  aPike,  either  with  a  ledger,  of 
a  walking  bait ;  and  you  are  to  note,  that  I  call  that  a 
Ledger^baity  which  is  fixed,  or  made  to  rest  in  one  oer^ 
tain  place  when  you  shall  be  absent  from  if, — and  I  call 
that  a  W(alking*baity  which  you  take  with  you,  and 
bave  ever  in  motion*    Concerning  which  two,  I  shall 

E're  ^ou  this  direction ;  that  your  ledger-bait  is  best  ix> 
a  living  bait,  (though  a  dead  one  may  catch,)  whe« 
ther  it  be  a  fish,  or  a  frog :  And  that  you  may  make 
them  live  the  longer,  you  may,  or  indeed  you  must, 
take  this  coarse* 

First,  for  your  lite-bait.  Of  a^Ay  a  roach  or 
dace  is,  I  think,  best  and  most  tempting ;  and  a  pearch 
is  the  longest  liyed  on  a  hook^-'-and  having  cut  off  his 
fin  on  his  back,  which  may  be  done  without  hurting 
him,-— you  must  take  your  knife,  which  cannot  be  too 
sharp,  and  betwixt  the  head  and  the  fin  on  the  back, 
cut  or  make  an  incision,  or  such  a  scar,  as  you  may  put 
the  arming  wire  of  your  hook  into  it,  with  as  little 
bruising  or  hurting  the  fish,  as  art  and  diligence  will 
enable  jrou  to  do;  'and  so  carrvfng  your  armine-wire, 
alopg  his  back,  unto  or  near  the  taU  of  your  fish,  be^ 
twixt  the  skin  and  the  body  of  it,  draw  out  that  wire 
or  arming  of  your  hook  at  another  scar  near  to  his  tail  i 
then  tie  him  about  it  with  thread,  but,  no  hatder  than  of 
necessity,  to  prevent  hurting  the  fish;  and  the  better  to 
avoid  hurting  the  fish,  some  have  a  kind  *of  probe  to 
open  the  way,  for  the  more  easy  entrance  and  pateage 
of  your  wire  and  arming:  but  as  for  these,  time,  and  a 
little  experience,  will  teach  you  better  than  1  can  hj 
words.  Therefore  I  will,  for  the  present,  say  no  more 
of  this :  but  come  next,  to  give  you  «ome  directions  how 
to  bait  your  hook  with  ^frog. 

Ven*  But,  good  master!  did  you  not  say  evea 
now,  that  some  ftog&  were  venomous;  and  is  it  not 
dangerous  to  touch  them  ? 

Pi8C»  Yes,  but  I  will  give  you  some  rules  or  cau- 
tions concerning  them.  And  first,  you  are  to  note, 
That  there  are  two  kinds  of  frogs;  that  is  to  say,  if  I 
may  so  express  myself,  a  flesh  and  a  fish-frog.  By  flesh- 
frop,  I  mean  frogs  that  breed  and  live  on  the  land; 
and  of  these,  there  be  several  sorts,  also,  and  of  seve* 


U%Ti  Tin.  THE  COMPtBfB  ANOtElt*  923 

ml  colours^ — some  being  speckled,  some  greenish)  some 
blackish,  or  brown:  the  green  frog,  'which  is  a  small 
one,  is,  by  Topsel,  taken  to  be  venomous  ;  and  so  is 
the  padock,  or  frog-padock,  which-  usually  keeps  or 
breeds  on  the  land,  and  is  very  large  and  boney,  and 
big,'  especially  the  she*frog  of  that  kind :  yet  these  will 
sometimes  come  into  the  water,  but  it  is  not  often :  And 
the  land-fro^  are  some  of  them  -observed  by  him,  to 
breed  by  laymg  eggs ;  and  others,  to  breed  of  the  slime 
and  dust  of  the  earth,— and  that  in  winter  they  turn  to 
slime  again, — and  that  the  next  summer  that  rery  slime 
returns  to  be  a  living  creature;  this  is 
the  opinion  of  Pliny.  And  ♦  Carda-*  *  -'i"  **  la** 
nus  +  undertakes  to  give  a  reason  for  the  ^^tf*  ^"^ 
raining  of  frogs  X  •  ^ut  if  it  were  in  my 
power,  it  should  rain  none  but  water- frogs ;  for  those  I 
think  are  not  venomous,  es|jecial1y  theri^ht  water-frog^ 
which,  about  February  or  March  breeds,  in  ditches^ 
by  slime  aiid  blackish  eggs  in  that  slime ;  about«which 
time  of  breeding,  the  he  and  she*froi<s  are  observed  to 
use  divers  summersaults,  and  to  croak  and  make  a 
noise,  which  the  land-frog,  or  padock-frog,  never 
does* 

Now,  of  these  wnter4rogs :  If  you  intend  to  fish  with 

a  frog   for  a  Pike,   you  are  to  choose  the  yellowest 

that  you. can  get,  for  that  the  Pike  ever  likes  best. 

-.  And,  thus,  use  yoar  frog,  that  he  may  continue  lonj^ 

alive: 

Put  your  hook  into  his  mouth — which  you  mav 
easily  do  from  the  middle  of  April  till  August;  and^ 
then,  the  frog^s  mouth  grows  up,  .and  he  continues 
so  for  at  least  six  months  without  eating,  but  is 
sustained,   none,  but  he  whose  name  is  Wonderful^ 

t  Hkronymms  Carianuttin  Italian  phyviciaa,  naturalist,   and  aatrologer* 

treU  known  by  the  many  works  he  haspublished :  he  died  at  Rome^  1570. 

It  n  said  that  he  had  foretold  the  day  of  his  death ;  and  that,  when  it  ap- 

.  proached,  he  suffered  himself  to  die  of  hunger  to  preserve  his  repuution. 

He  had  been  in  England,  and  wrote  a  character  of  6ur  Edward  VI. 

\  There  are  many  well  attested  accounts  of  the  raining  of  fi^gs:  but 
Mr.  Ray  rejects  them  1m  utterly  false  and  ridiculous ;  and  demonstratea 
the  impesnbility  of  their  production  in  anty  such  manner.  Wisdom  of  God 
i»tb«  €roaiio:t,  SlOi    SeetltoDerham's  ^hyi,  TBmL  5H4, 

O 
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.  And  some  affirm.  That  any  bait  anointed  with  the 
Biarjow  of  the  thigh-bone  of  an  hern,  is  a  great  temp* 
tation  to  any  fish. 

These  have  not  been  tried  by  me;  but  to}d  me 
by  a  friencl  of  note  that  pretended  to  do  me  .  a 
courtesy*.    But  if  this   direction  to    catch  a  Pike> 

*  The  Pike  loves  a  still,  shady,  unfrequented  water,  an4«  usually 
lies  amongst,  or.  near^  weeds ;  such  as  ilags,  bulrushes,  candoclls,  reeds, 
or  in  the  green  fog  'that  sometimes  covers  standing  waten^  though  he 
will  sometimes  shoot  out  into  the  clear  stream.  He  is,  sometimes,  caught 
at  the  top ;  and  in  the  middle ;  and  often,  especially  ia  cold  weather» 
at  the  bottom.  ^        ' 

Their  time  of  spawning,  is  about  the  end  of  February  or  the  begipiiing 
of  March ;  and,  ebU/  season,  from  the  end  of  May  to  the  beginning  dt 
Fehniary. 

Pikes  are  called  Jacks,  till  they  become  twenty-four  inches  lorig. 
The  Baits  for  Pike, beiddes  those  mentioned  by. Walton;  are  a  small 
trout ;  the  loach  and  millers-thumb ;  the  head  end  of  an  eeU^  with  the 
skin  taken  off  below  the  fins;  a  small  jack;  a  lob-worm;  and,  in  winter, 
the  fat  of  bacon.  And;  notwithstaning  what  Walton  and  other*  say 
against  baiting  with  a  pearch,  it  is  confidently  asserted,  that  Pikes  have 
been  taken  with  a  small  pearch,  when  neither  a  roach  nor  bleak  would 
tempt  thenu    See  iheAngier*s  sure  Guide,  158. 

Observe  that  all  your  baits  for  Pike  mtfcst  be  as  fresh  as  ^possible. 
Living  baits  you  may  take  with'  you  in  a  tin  kettle,  chang^g  the 
water  often:  and  dead  ones  should  be  carried  in  fresh  bran,  which 
will  dry  up  that  moisture  that  otherwise  would  infect  and  rot  tkeiB. 
VenahUt. 

It  is  strange  that  Walton  has  said  so  little  of  Trolling  ;  a  method  of 
fishing  for  Pike,  which  has  been  thought  worthy  of  a  distinct 'treatise; 
for  which  method,  and  for  the  snap,  take  these  directions ;  aud  first  for 
troUing: 

And  note  that,  in  trolling,  the  head  of  the  baxt-fish  must  be  at  the 
bent  of  the  hook ;  whefeas,  in  fishing  at  the  snap,  the  hook  mnit  comfr- 
out  at  or  near  his  taiL  But  the"^  essential  difference  between  these  two 
methods  is.  That,  in  the  former,  the  Pike  is  alwa}r8  suffered  to  pouch 
or  swallow  the  bait ;  but,  in  the  latter,  you  are  to  strike  as  soon  as  he  hat 
taken  it.  • 

The  rod  for  trolling  should  be  about  three  yards  and  a  half  long,  with  a 
ring  at  the  top  for  the  line  to  run  through  %  or  you  may  fit  a  trolling*top 
to  yonr  fly-rod,  which  need,  only,  be  stranger  than  the  common  fly-top. 

Let  your  line  be  of  green  or  sky-colour^  silk,  thirty  yards  in  len|^ 
which  will  make  it.necessary  to  use  the  winch,  as  is  before  directed,  mh 
a  swivel  at  the  end. 

The  common  trolling^hook  for  a  living  bait,  consists  of  two  large  hookf» 
wMi  one  common  shade,  hiade  of  one  piece  of  wire,  of  abouf  tl^ee  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  long,  placed  back  to  bad,  so  that  the  points  may  not  stand 
in  the  right  line,  but  incline  so  mnch  inwards,  as  that  they  with  the  shank 
may  form  an  anglle  little  less  than  equilateral.  At  the  top  of  the  shank  is 
a  looub-^left  in' the  bending  the  wire  to  niake  the  hook  double — ^through 
which  is  put  a  itrong  twisted  bnei  wirei  of  about  six  inches  long ;  and  t» 
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thus,  do  you  no  good,— yet  I  am  certain  this  direction, 
How 'to  roast   him  ^hen  he  is  caught,   is  choicely 

this  is  looped  another  such  link,  but  both  so  loose  that  the  hook  and  the 
lower  link  may  have  room  to  play.    To  the  end  of  the  line,  fasten  a  steel 
■  swiveL 

To  baii  the  hook,  observe  the  directions  given  by  Walton. 
But  there  is  a  sort  of  trolling-hook — d^erent  from  that  ali^dy  de- 
scribed, and  to  which  it  is  thought  preferable — which  will  require  another 
management ;  this  is  no  more  than  two  single  hooks  tied  back  to'back  with 
a  strong  piece  of  gimp  between  the  shanks.  In  the  whipping  the  hooks 
and  the  gimp  together,  make  a  small  loop ;  and  take  into  it  two  lin^  of 
chain  of  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  diameter, — and  into  the  lower  link, 
by  means  of«  smaU  staple  of  wire,  fa&ten,  by  the  greater  end,  a  bit  of  lead  . 
of  a  conical  figure,  and  somewhat  sharp  at  the  point.  'I'hese  hooks  are  to 
be  haA  at  the  fishing-tackle  shops  ready  fitted  up ;  but  see  the  torm  of 
them  Plate  XL  Fig.  '5. 

This  latter  kind  of  hook  is  to  be  thu^  ordered,  vix.  put  the  lead  into  the 
mouth  *  of  the  bait-fish,  and  sew  it  up ;  the  fish  will  live  some  timft ; 
and  though  the  weight  of  the  lead  will  keep  his  head  down,  he  will  swim 
with  near  the  same  ease  as  if  at  liberty. 

But  if  you  troll  with  a  dead-bait — as  some  do,  for  a  reason  which  the 
angler  will  be  glad  to  know,  vitt.  that  a  living  bait  makes  too  great  a 
slaughter  amon?  the  fish — do-it  Iwith  a  IrtMik,  of  which  the  foltowing 
paragraph  contams  a  description. 

Let  the  shank  be  about  six  inches  long,  and  leaded,  from  the  middle, 
as  low  as  the  bent  of  the' hook,  to  whioi  a  piece  of  very  strong  gimp 
must  be  fastened  by  a  staple,  and  two  links  of^chain ;  the  shank  must  be 
barbed  like  a  dart,  and  the  lead  a  quarter  of  an  inch  square :  the  barb  of 
the  shank  must  sund  like  the  fluke  of  an  anchor,  which  is  placed  in  a  con- 
trary direction  to  that  of  the  stock.  See  Plate  XI.  Fi^.  6.  Let  the  eimp 
be  about  a  foot  long;  and  to  the  et^d  thereof  fix  a  swivel.  To.bait  it,^ 
thrust  the  barb  of  the  shank  into  the  mouth  of  the  bait^fish,  and  bring  it 
out  at  his  side  near  the  tail :  when  the  barb  is.  thus  brought  through,  it 
cannot  retuAi,  and  the  fish  will  lie  perfectly  strait,  a  circumstance  that 
renders  the  trouble  of  tying  the  tail  unnecessary. 

There  is  yet  another  sort  of  trollin^-hook — which  is,  indeed,  no  other 
than  what  most  writers  on  this  subject  have  mentioned ;  whereas  the 
others,  here  described,  are  late  improvements-— and  this  is  a  hook,  either 
single  or  double,  with  alone  shank,  leaded  about  three  inches  up  the 
\r\it  with  a  piece  of  lead  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  square  at  the 
greater  or  lower  end;  fix  to  the  shank  an  armed-wire  about  eight 
mches  long.  To  bait  this'  hook,  thrust  your  wire  into  the  mouth 
of  the  fish,  quite  throug^h  his  belly,  and  out  at  his  tail;  placing  the 
wire  so  as  tnat  the  pomt  of  the  hook  may  be  even  with  the  bdly  of 
the  bait  fish;  and  then  tie  the  tail- of  the  fish  with  strong  thread  to  the 
wire,— 'Some  fasten  it  with  a  needle  and  thread,  which  is  a  neat  way. 

Both  with  the  Troll  and  at  the  Snap,  cut  away  one  of  the  fins  of 
the  bait-fish  close  at  die  gills,  and  another '  behind  the  vent  on  the 
contrary  side ;  which  will  nuike  it  pUr  the  better. 

The  bait  Mng  thus  fixed, 'is  to  be  thrown  in,  and  kept  in  constant 
motion  in  the  water,  sometimes  suffered  to  sink,  then  gradually  raised  % 
JUaw  drawn  with  the  stream,  and  then  against  it ;  so  as  to  counterfeit  (h^ 

o  3 
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ffood;  for  I  have  tried  U,  and  it  is  aomewhat  the  better 
for  not  being  commoo.     But  with  my  direction  yon 

motion  of  a  tmall  fish  in  twimnung;  If  a  Pike  is  near,  ha  mittakes  die 
bait  £or  a  Jiving  fiah,  teiaet  it  wkh  prodigieiu  greedineta,  goes  off  witfi 
it  to  his  hole,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  pouches  it.  When  he  has  thus 
swallowed  the  bait,  ^ou  will  see  the  line  move ;  which  is  the  ngpai  for 
fltriking  him;  do  this  with  two  losty  jerks,  and  then  play  him. 

The  other.way  of  taking  Pike,  ««s,  with  the  Snap,  is  as  follows: 

Let  the  rod  be  twelve  feet  long,  very  strong  and  taper,  with  a  strong 
loop  at  the  top  to  fasten  yonr  line  to.  Yonr  Hne  must  be  about  a  fool 
shorter  than  the  rod,  and  much  stronger  dian  the  troUiBg-lise. 

And  here  it  is  necessary  to  be  remembered,  that  there  are  two.  ways  of 
inappinff  for  Pike,  vis.  with  the  Live  and  with  the  Dead-snap. 

For  the  Live-snap,  there  is  no  kind  of  hook  so  proper  as  the  double 
spring  hook ;  the  form  whereof  in  two  views,  is  given  in  Plate  JUk  Fig.  1 
and  8.  To  bait  it,  nothing  more  is  necessary  than  to  hang  the  bait-nafa 
&st,  by  the  back  fin  to  the  middle  hocdi,  where  he  will  live  a  long  time. 
Sw  the loit pmragrsph  on  tie  freudu^'pagi. 

Of  hooks  for  the  Dead-snap,  there  are  many  kinds.  Fig.  9,  of  Plate  XI. 
u  a  representation  of  one,  which  after  repeated  trials  has  been  found  to 
eBcd  all  others  hitherto  known ;  the  description  and  use  of  it  is  as  follows, 
«n.  Whip  two  hooks,  of  about  three  e^thsof  an  inch  in  the  bent,  to  a 
|>ieoe  of  gmip,  in  the  mann^  directed  for  that  trolling-hook  a  vi^w  of 
which  is  given  in  Plate  XI.  Fig.  5.  Then  take  a  niece  of  lead,  of  the 
same  sise  and  figure  as  directed  for  die  troUmg-hook  above-mentioned  t 
and  drill  a  hole  throuj^  it  from  end  to  end :  To  bait  it,  take  a  long  needle, 
at  wire ;  enter  it  in  at  the  side,  abeot  half  an  inch  above  the  tail,  and 
with  it  pass  die  gimp  between  the  skin  and  the  ribs  of  the  fish,  brin^g 
It  oot  at  his  month ;  then  put  the  lead  over  the  gim|>,  dravir  it  down  in(o 
the  fish*s  throat,  and  press  his  month  close,  and  then,  having  a  swivel  te 
yonr  Ime,  hang  on  the  gimp. 

In-throwing  the  but,  observe  the  mles  given  lor  trolling ;  but  remem- 
ber* du^  the  more  you  keep  it  in  motbn,  the  nearer  it  resembles  a  living 

When  yon  have  a  bite,  strike  immediately  die  contnihr  wa^  to  thai 
which  the  head  of  the  Pike  ties,  or  to  which  he  goes  with  tne  bait ;  if  you 
connot  find  which  way  his  head  lies,  strike  upright  with  two  mart  jerk^ 
retiring  backwards  as  last  as  yon  can,  till  yon  have  brought  him  to  • 
Imding  place,  and  then  do  as  before  isdire^ted. 

There  are  various  other  methods,  both  of  trolling  and  fishing  at  the  snaj^ 
which,  tf  the  reader  is  denrous  to  know,  he  may  find  described  in  the 
Compute  TroUtTj  bv  Ro.  Nobbes,  19mo.  1682,  and  the  Angter*  sure  Gmdtt 
before-mentioned,  [and  inHowiTT*s  jimc^er**  Matnud^  18Q8.] 

As  the  Pike  spawns  in  Mmrtb^  and  before  that  month  riveriare  seidom 
hi  order  for  fishmg,  it  will  hardly  be  worth  while  to  begin  trolling  till 
AprU  t  after  that,  the  weeds  will  be  apt  to  be  troublesome.  But  the  prime 
month  in  the  year  for  troUine,  is  Octoter ;  when  the  Pike  are  fattened  by 
tfieir  summer's  feed,  the  weeds  are  rotted,  and  by  the  follibg  of  the  watem 
the  harbours  of  the  fish  are  easily  found. 
^  Choose  to  troll  in  clear,  and  not  muddy  water,«-and  in  windy  weedier^ 

oappiogytwo  or  mmtwivelalo  their  liseibf 


If  die  wmd  be  not  easterly. 
8iM  ose^  in  trolling  andi 
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must  take  ihis  cautHNi,  tlmtyour  Pike  mA&t  not  be  a 
small  oDe,  that  is',  it  must  be  more  than  half  a  yard| 
and  should  be  bigger. 

First,  opea  your  Tike  at  the  gills,  and  if  need  be,  cat 
also  a  little  slit  towards  tlie  beiiy.  Out  of  these,  take 
fais  guts.  And  keep  his  liver;  which  70a are  to  shred^ 
very  small,  with  tnyme>  sweet  marjoram,  and  a  little 
winter-savoury,— to  these  put  some  picklea  oysters,  and 
some  anchovies,  two  or  three,  both  these  last  whole,  for 
the  aiichovios  will  melt*  and  tlie  oysters  should  not ;  to 
these  you  must  add  also  a  pound  of  sweet  butter,  which 
you  are  to  mix  with  the  herbs  that  are  shred,  and  let 
them  alt  be  well  salted :  If  the  Pike  be  more  than  a 
yard  long,  then  ypvi  may  put  into  these  herbs  more 
than  a  poutid^  or  if  he  be  less,  then  less  butter  will 
suffice :  These  being  thus  mixt,  with  a  blade  or  two 
of  mace,  must  be  put  into  th^  Pike's  belly  ;  and  theui 
his  belly  so  sewed  up,  as  to  keep  all  the  butter  in  his 
belly  it  it  be  possible,— if  not,  then  as  much  of  it  as 
you  possibly  can.  But  take  not  off  the  scales.  Then 
you  are  to  thrust  the  spit  through  his  mouth,  out 
at  hid  tail.  And  then  take  four  or  five  dr  six  s{)lit 
sticks,  or  very  thin  laths,  and  a  convenient  Quantity 
of  tape  or  filleting;  these  laths  are  to  be  tied  round 
about  the  Pike*s  tody  from  his  head  to  his  tail,  and 

afeaat  wiiereof  tfa«  twittiiip  «l  l3ie  line  is  prffvcnted,  the  bait  pbys  more 
freely,  and,  though  dead,  is  made  to  appear  as  if  alive ;  which,  m  riTers,  it 
doubtless  an  excellent  way :  hut  those  who  can  like  to  fish  in  ponds  or  stiU 
waters,  will  find  very  little  occasion  for  more  than  one. 

Tile  FUt  it  ais»  to  Ae  cat^  noitb  4t  mmMw ;  kit  wfllch  sietlioi  take  tks 
IbUowing  directions : 

Get  a  single  hook,  slender,  and  long  in  the  shank ;  let  It  resemble  the 


iihape  of  a  shepherd's  crook;  put  lead  upon  it,  as  thick  near  the  bent  u 
wilt  eo  into  the  minnow's  mouth ;  place  the  point  of  the  hook  directly  irp 
the  nee  of  the.  fish.  Let  the  rod  be  ts  iong  as  yo«  can  handsomely 
manage,  with  a  line  of  the  same  length.  Cast  up  and  down,  and  manage 
fit  as  when  you  troll  with  any  other  bait.  If,  when  the  Pike  hath  taken 
your  bait,  he  nm  to  the  end  of  the  line  before  he  hath  gorged  it,  do  net 
strike,  but  hold  still  only,  aid  he  will  return  back  and  swallow  it.  Bvt  ii 
▼ou  use  that  bait  with  a  trofi-,  I  rather  prefer  it  before  any  bait  that  I 
snow.     FenaUes. 

In  landing  a  Pike,  great  caution  is  necessary ;  for  his  bite  is  esteemed 
venomous.  The  best  and  safest  hold  you  can  take  of  him«  it  by  the  head* 
MP  doing  which,  place  yeur  thumb  and  finger  in  his  eyes, 

o4 
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the  tape  tifd  somewhat  thick,  to  prevent  bis  breaking 
or  falling  off  from  the  spit.  Let  him  be  roasted  very 
leisurely  ;  and  often  basted  with  claret  wine,  and  an* 
choyies,  and  butter  mixt  together,7-and  also  with  whs^t 
moisture  falls  from  him  into  the  pan.  When  you  have 
roasted  him  suificientiy)— you  are  to  hold  u rider  him, 
when  you  unwind  or  cut  the  tape  that  ties  him,  such  a 
dish  as  you  purpose  'to  eat  him  out  of;  and  let  him 
fall  into  it  with  the  sauce  that  is  roasted  in  his  belly ; 
fihd  by  this  means  the  Pike  will  be  kept  unbroken  and 
complete.  Then,  to  the  sauce  which  was  within,  and 
JEilso  that  sauce  in  the  pan,  you  are  to  add  a  fit  quantity 
of  the  best  butter,  and  to  squeeze  the  juice  of  three  or 
four  oranges.  Lastly,  you  may.  Either  put  into  the 
Pike,  with  the  oysters,  two  cloves  of  garlick,  and  take 
it  whole  out,  when  the  Pike  is  cutx)ff  the  spit ;  Or,  iQ 

Sve  the  sauce  a  hogoo,  let  the  dish  into  which  you  let 
e  Pike  fall,  be  rubbed  with  it :  The  using  or  not  using 
of  this  garlick  is  left  to  your  discretion. 

■   M.  B. 

This  dish  of  meat  is  top  good  for  any  but  anglers,  or 
yery  honest  men ;  and  I  trust,  yon  will  prove  both,  and 
therefore  I  have  trusted  you  with  this  secret. 

JL^t  me  next  tell  you,  that  Ge$ner  tells  us,  there  are 
no  Pikes  in  Spain^  and  that  the  largest  are  in  the  lake 
Thrasymehe  m  Italy ;  aiid  the  next,  if  not  equal  to 
them,  are  the  Pikes  of  England  ;  and  that  in  England, 
Lincolnshire  bo  steth  to  have  the  biegest.  '  Just  so 
doth   Sussex   boast  of  four    sorts   of  fish,    namely 

7%u  bt  has  *^  Arundel  Mullet,  a  Chichester  Lob- 
»^  lUtn,  M  ster,  a  Shelsey  Codde,  att4  an  Amer* 
CBaj^^ir.        ley  Trout. 

But  I  will  take  up  no  more  of  yoiir  time  with  this 
relation,  but  proceed'  to  give  you  some  Observatipn^ 
of  the  Carp,-— and  how  to  angle,  for  him^ — and  ta 
dress  him^  but  not  till  he  ia  caught,  * 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Qhsfroatxons  of  the  Carp  ;    mlh  Directions  how  io 
J^sh  for  him* 

PlSCATOtt.  ■ 

THE  Carp  is  the  queen  of  rivers  ;  a  stalely,  a  good, 
and  a  very  bubtil  fisb  ,  that  was  not  at  first  bred,  nor 
hath  been  long  in  England,  but  is  now  naturalized. 
It  is  said,  thry  were  broiis^ht  hither  bv  one  Mr.  Mascal, 
a  gentleman  that  then  lived  at  Pliimsted  in  Sussex, 
a  county*  that  abounds  more  with  this  JGsh  than 
any  in  this  nation. 

Vou  may  remember  that,  I  told  you  :Gesner  says, 
there  are  no  Pikes  in  Spain  ;  and  doubtless,  there  was 
a  time,  about  a  hundred  or  a  few  more  years  agO| 
>phen  there  were  no  Carps  in  Englaucl,  as  may  seem 
'  to  be  affirmed  by  Sir  Richard  Baker,  in  whpse  Chr^ 
nicle  you  may  find  these  verses : 

Hopf  and  torkies,  carps  and  beer, 
•  Came  into  fingland  all  in  a  ^ear  f  • 


*  For  proof  of  this  feet,  we  have  the  teftimon^  of  the  Author  of  tht 
Bo9it  rf  Fishing  ivitb  Hoeke  and  *Lin9  mentioned  m  the  foregoing  Lift  off 
Walton ;  who,  though  the  initials  only  of  his  name  are  given  in  the  title, 
appears  to  have  been  Leonard  M^scall^  the  translator  of  a  bctok  of  Planting 
and  praffing,  4/9.  1589^  1599,  and  the  Author  of  a  book  On  Caiuij  4fe« 
}S96,  Fuller  in  his  W^rtbiej^  Suuix,  1 13,  feems  to  have  confounded  these 
^wo  persons;  the  latter  q£  w|iom,  in  the  tract  first  above-mentioned, 
qpcaks  of  the  former  by  report  only  :  besides  which,  they  lived  at  the  ds« 
.  stance  of  seventy  years  from  each  other,  and  the  Author  pf  the  book  Cff 
FhiiMf^  is  conjectured  to  be  a  Hampfhire  man.  • 

f  See,  in  the  Life  'of  Walton  hereto  prefixed,  a  passage  eitracted 
from  the  book  of  D^e  JuOana  Barnes;  whereby  it  appears  that  in  her 
time  there  were  Carps,  though  but  few,  in  En^Uuid.  It  seems,  therefore^ 
|hat  Mr.  Mascall  of  Plumsted,  ,did  not  first  brmg  hither  Carps :  but,' aa 
Ihe  curioiif  in  gardeoi&g  do  by  exotic  plaatSi  he  naturalised  this  specif 
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And,  doubtless ;  as,  of  sea-fish,  the  Heniog  dies 
soonest  out  of  tbe  water, — and,  of  fresh* water-fish, 
the  Trout;  so,  except  the  Eel,  the  Carp  endures 
most  hardness,  and  lives  lon^t  out  or  his  own 
proper  element.  And,  therefore,  the  report  of  the 
Carp's  being  brought  out  of  a  foreign  country  into 
this  nation,  is  the  more  probable. 

Caips  and  Loaches  are  observed  to  breed  several 
months,  in  one  year;  wbi<:h  Pikes  and  most  other 
fish  do  not.  And  this  is  partly  proved,  by  tame 
and  wild  rabbits;  as  also  by  some  ducks,  which 
will  lay  eggs  nine  of  the  twelve  months, — ^and  yet 
there  be  other  ducks  that  lay  not  longer  than  about 
one  month.  And  it  is  the  rather  to  be  believed; 
because  you  shall  scarce,  or  never,  take  a  male  Carp 
Ivithout  a  melt,  or  a  female  without  a  roe  or  spawn, 
and  for  the  most  part  very  much*  and  especially  all 
the  summer  season.  And  it  is  observed,  that  they 
breed  more  naturally  in  ponds,  than  in  running  waters, 
if  they  breed  there  at  all ;  and  that  those  that  live 
in  rivers,  are  taken  by  men  of  the  best  palates  to 
be. much  the  better  meat. 

.  And  it  is  observed,  that  in  some  ponds  Carps  will 
not  breed,  especially  in  cold  ponds :  but  where  they 
will  breed,  they  breed  innumerablv:  Aristotle  and 
Pliny  say,  six  times  in  a  year ;  if  there  be  no  Pikes 
Pe     '  ' 


nor  Pearch,  to  devour  their,  spa wn^— when  it  is  cast 
upon  grass  or  flags,  or  weeds,  where  it  lies  tea,  or 
twelve  days  before  it  be  enlivened. 

The  Carp,  if  he  have  water-^room  and  good  foeA ; 
will  grow  to  a  very  great  bigness  and  length,  I  have 
heard,  to  be  much  above  •a  yard  long*.    It  is  said 

«f  fiih ;  and,  dot,  aboit  the  crt  aicfitiMied  in  the  above  diitidi,''  Heps  end 
•>  toriieii*'  ev.  wldch  eitewhere  is  reed  thus : 

Ho|yB|  fefemiatieii)  citrkiesk  carpSy'end  bcer» 
Caftie  into  Eftglend  eU  in  one  yeer. 

•  Aledy  Mfwli^g>  Ifae  wideiw efthe  kte  Mr.  Dfcvid  Oarridk  of 
Dm  y  JMiu  theetJB,  once  told  me,  that  in  her  f&tite  toufttry,  Oettnany, 
AehUsecadM  head  o£a  Carp  served  vp  at  taMe,  big  ciiovgh  to  fiflalaife 
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by  JoyiHs  *  Yfho  hath  writ  of  fishes,  that  in  the  Idee 
Lnrian  in  Italy,  Carps  have  thriven  to  be  more  than 
fifty  pounds  weight:  which  is  the  more  probable^ 
for»  as  the  bear  is  conceived,  aad  bom  suddenly,— 
and,  being  born,  is  but  short-lived ;  so,  on  the  con<- 
trary,  the  elephant  is  said  to  be  two  years  in  hit 
dam's  belly,  some  think  he  is  ten  years  in  it,  and 
being  born,  grows  in  bigness  twenty  years ;  and  it 
is  observed  too,  that  he  lives  to  the  age  of  an  hundred 
years.  And  it  is  also'  observed,  thfit  the  crocodile  is 
Tery  long-lived ;  and  (more  than  that)  that,  ail  that 
long  life,  he  thrives  in  bigness  :  and  so  I  think  some  . 
Carps  do,  especially  in  some  pIaces,-^though  I  never 
saw  one  sJbove  twenty-three  inches,  which  was « great 
and  a  goodly  fish ;  but  have  been  assured  there  are,) 
of  a  far  greater  size,  and  in  England  too  +. 

Now,  as  the  increase  of  Carps  is  wonderful,  for  their 
number;  so  there  is  not  a  reason  found  out,  I  thinks 
by  any,  Why  they  should  breed  in  some  ponds,->— 
and  not  in  others,  of  the  same  nature  for  soil  and  all 
other  circumstances.  And  as  their  breeding,  so  am 
their  debays  also  very  mysterious:  I  have  both  read 
it,,  and  been  told  by  a  gentleman  of  tried  honesty^ 
that  he  has  known  sixty  or  more  large  Carps  put 
into  several  ponds  near  to  a  house,  where— by  reason 
of  the  stakes  in  the  ponds,  and  the  owner^s  constant 
being  near  to  them— it  was  impossible  they  should 
be  stole  away  from  him ;  and  that  when  he  has,  aiiter 
three  or  four  years,  emptied  the  pond,  and  expected 
an  increase  from  them  by  breeding  young  ones — for, 
that  they  miffht  do  so,  he  had,  as  the  rule  is,  pat 
in  three  meltera  for  one  spawner — he  has,  I  say^ 
after  three  or  four  years,  found  neither  a  young  nor 
old  Carp  remaining.  And  the  like  I  have  knowD^ 
of  one  that  has  almost  watched  tiie  pond,  and,  at  n 

*  Patdu*  Jpvhu,  an  Italian  hittorivi,  of  rerj  doubtful  anthority :  he 
Uv«d  in  the  16th  ceatary ;  add  wrote  a  mall  tract  J)i  Mmumis  PmcBus. 
He  died  at  Florence,  1552. 

f  The  author  of  the  A/igier**  mr*  Gtade  aaytf  that  he  has  talseii  Catp 
above  twemy-nx  inches  long,  in  rivers  2  asdadds^  tfaat  they  are 
feen  in  Spgland  above  thirty  inches  lon|^. 
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like  distance  of  time,  at  the  fishing  of  a  pond,  found, 
of  seventy  or  eighty  large  Carps,  not  above  five  or 
six :  And  that  be  had  forborn  longer  to  fish  the 
said  pond,  but  that  he  saw,  in  a  hot  uav  in  summer, 
a  large  Carp  swim  near  the  top  of  the  water  with 
a  frog  upon  his  head;  and  that  ne,  npon  that  occa- 
sion,, caused  his  pond  to  be  let  dry:  and  I  sa^,  of 
aevent^  or  eighty  Carps,  only  found  five  or  six  in 
the  said  pond,  and  those  very  sick  and  lean,  and  with 
every  one  a  frog  sticking  so  fast  on  the  head  of  the 
said  Carps,  that  the  frog  would  not  be  got  oflp  without 
extreme  foToe  or  killing.  And  the  gentleman  that 
did  a£Brm  this  to  me,  told  me  he  saw  it ;  and  did 
declare  his  belief  to  be,  and  I  also  believe  the  same, 
that  he  thought  the  other  Carps,  that  were  so  strangely 
lost,  were,  so,  killed  by  frogs  ;  and,  then,  devoured. 

And  a  person  of  honour,  now  living:  in  Worcester- 
fihire,  assured  me  he  had  seen  a'  necklace,  or  collar 
of  tadpoles,  hang  like  a  chain  or  necklace  of  beads 
about  a  Pike's  neck,  and  to  kill  him:  Whethei:  it 
were  for  meat  or  malice ;  must  be,  to  me,  a  question. 

But  I  am  fallen  into  this  discourse  by  accident: 
of  which  I  might  say  more, — but  it  has  proved 
longer  than  I  intended,  and  possibly  may  not  to  you 
be  considerable:  1  shall,  therefore,  give -you  three 
or  four  more  short  observations  of  the  Carp,  and 
then  fall  upon  some  directions.  How  you  shall  fish 
for  him. 

The  age  of  Carps  is  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  in 
his  History  of  Life  and  Deaths  observed  io  be  but 
ten  years :  yet  others  think  they  live  longer.  Gesner 
says  a  Carp  has  been  known  to  live  in  the  Palatinate 
above  a  hundred  years*.  But  most  conclude,  that, 
omtrary  to  the  Pike  or  Luce,  all  Carps  are  the  better 
for  age  and  bigness.  The  tongues  of  Carps  are  noted 
to.be  choice,  and  costly  meat,  especially  to  them  that 

*  Lately,  Wa.  in  one  of  the  dafly  papers  for  the  month  of  August,  1782, 
an  article  appeared,  purporting,  that  in  the  bason  at  Emanuel  Colle^ 
Camhridee,  a  Carp  was  then  living  that  had  been  in  that  water  thirty-sue 
yean;  wnich,  though  it  had  lost  one  eye,  knew,  and  would  constantly 
approach,  its  feeder. 
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buy  them :  but  Gesner  says,  Carps  have  no  tong^ue 
like  other  fisfaj  but  a  piece  of  flesh-like  fish  in  their 
mouth  like  to  a  tongue,  and  should  be  called  a  palate: 
But  it  is  certain  it  is  choicely  good:  and  that  the 
Carp  is  to  be  reckoned  amongst  those  leather-mouthed 
fish  which,  I  told  you,  haye  their  teeth  in  their 
throat;  and  for  that  reason,  he  is  yery  seldom  lost 
by  breaking  his  hold,  if  your  hook  be  once  stuck  into 
his  chaps. 

I  told  you  that  Sir  Francis  Bacon  thinks,  that  the 
Carp  lives  but  ten  years :  but  Janus  Dubravius  has 
writ  a  book  OfJLsh  and  fish-ponds*  ^  in  which  he  saysj 
that  Carps  begin  to  spawn  at  the  age  of  three  Tears, 
and  continue  to  do  so  till  thirty :  he  says  also,  that  in 
the  time  of  their  breeding,  which  is  in  summer— when 
the  sun  hath  warmed  both  the  earth  and  water,  and  so 
apted,  them  also,  for  generation— that,  then,  three  or 
four  male  Carps  will  follow  a  female ;  and  that,  then, 
she  putting  on  a  seeming  coyness,  .they  force  her 
through  weeds  and  flags;  where  she  lets  fall  her 
c^gs  or  spawn,  which  sticks  fast  to  the  weeds;  and 
then  they  let  fall  their  melt  upon  it,  and  so  it  becomes 
in  a  short  time  to  be  a  living  fish :  And,  as  I  told 
you,  it  is  thought  the  Carp  does  this  seyerai  months  in 
the  year.  And  most  beliere,  that  most  fish  breed  ^fter 
this  manner,  except  the  Eel.  And  it  has  been  observed, 
that  when  the  spawner  hns  weakened  herself  by  doing 
that  natural  office,  that  two  or  three  melters  have 
helped  hdr  from  off  the  weeds  by  bearing  her  up  on 
both  sides,  and  guarding  her  into  the  deep.  And  you 
may  note,  that  though  this  may  seem  a  curiosity  not 
l¥orth  observing, — ^yet  others  "have  iudged  it  worth 
their  time  and  costs,  to  make  glass  hives,,  and  order 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  see  how  bees  have  bred 
tad  made  their  honey-combs,  and  how  they  have 
obeyed  their  king,  and  governed  their  commonwealth « 
But  it  is  thought,  that  all  Carps'  are  not  bred  by 
generation ;  but  that  some  breed  other  ways,  as  some 
rikes  do. 

The  physicians  make  the  galls  and  stones  in  the 
heads  of  Carps  to  be  very  m^icinable.    But  it  is  not 

*  DUir*  «!<«»  ptfe  S19. 
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to  be  doubted,  but  Uiat  in  Italy  tbejr  make  great  pro- 
fit of  the  spawo  of  Carps,  hy  selling  it  to  the  Jews, 
who  make  it  into  red  oaviare, — the  Jews  not  bein<  hy 
their  law  admitted  to  eat  of  caviare  made  of  the 
Sturgeon,  that  being  a  fish  that  wants  scales,  and,  as 
maj  appear  in  X^'/.  xi.  bj  them  reputed  to  be 
luiclean. 

Much  more  miffbt  be  said  out  of  him,  and  out  of 
Aristotle,  which  Dubrayius  often  quotes  in  his  /)is- 
€oune  of  fishes:  but  it  might  rather  perplex  than 
satisfy  you^  and,  therefore,!  shall  rather  choose  io 
direct  you,  How  to  catch,  than  spend  more  time  in 
discoursing  either  of  the  nature  or  the  brasding  of 
this 


ot  of  anjr  more  circumstances  concerning  liim«  fiut 
)ret  I  shall  remember  you  of  what  I  told  you  beforei 
that  he  is  a  very  subtil  fish,  and  hard  to  be  caught. 

And  my  first  direction  is,  that  if  you  will  fish  for 
a  Carp,  you  must  put  on  a  yery  large  measure  of 
patience,  especially  to  fish  for  a  river  Carp :  I  have 
known  a  very  good  fisher  anffle,  diligently,  four  or 
six  hours  in  a  day,  for  three  or  four  days  together,  for  a 
riyer  Carp,  and  not  have  a  bite.  And  you  are  io 
note,  that  in  some  ponds,  it  b  as  hard  to  catch  a  Carp 
as  in  a  river ;  that  is  to  say,  where  they  have  store 
of  feed,  and  the  water  is  of  a  clayish  colour*    But 
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^ou  are  to  remember,  that  I  have  told  you  there 
18  no  rule  without  an  exception ;  and,  therefore,  be- 
ing possest  with  that  hope  and  patience  which  I 
wish' to  all  fishers,  especially  to  the  Carp-angler,  I 
shall  tell  you  with  what  bait  to  fish  for  him.  But 
first,  you  are  to  know,-  that  it  must  be  either  early^ 
or  late;  and  let  me  tell  you,  that,  in  hot  weather, 
for  he  will  seldom  bite  in  cold,  you  cannot  be  too 
early,  or  too  late,  at  it.  And  some  have  been  so  cu» 
rious  as  to  say,  the  tenth  of  April  is  a  fatal  day  for 
Carps. 

The  Carp  bites  either  at  worms,  or  at  paste :  And  of 
worms,  I  think  the  bluish  marsh  Or  meadow-worm  is 
best ;  but  possibly  another  worm,  not  too  bif,  may  do 
as  well, — and  so  may  a  green  gentle :  And  as  for  pastes, 
there  are  almost  as  many  sorts  as  there  are  medicines 
for  the  tooth-achet  But  doubtless  sweet  pastes  are  best; 
I  mean,^  pastes  made  with  honey  or  with,  sugar: 
Which,  that  you  may  the  better  beguile  this  crafty  fish^ 
should  be  thrown  into  the  pond  or  place  in  which  you 
fish  for  him,  some  hours,  or  longer,  before  you  under* 
take  your  trial  of  skill  -  with  the  angle-rod;  and^ 
doubtless,  if  it  be  thrown  into  the  water,  a  day  or  two 
before,  at  several  times,  and  in  small  pellets, — you  are 
the  likelier,  when  you  fish  for  the  Carp,  to  obtain  your 
desired  sport.  Or,  in  a  large  pond— to  draw  them  to 
any  certain  place,  that  they  may  be  better  and  witk 
more  hope  be  fished-for — ^you  are  to  throw  into  tt^  ia 
some  certain  place,  either  grains  or,  blood  mixt  with 
cow-dung  or  with  bran ;  or  any  garbage,  as  chicken*s 
guts  or  the  like ;  ^nd,  then,  some  of  your  small  sweet 
pellets  with  which  you  purpose  to  angle  :  And  (he8# 
SDiall  pellets  being,  a  few  of  them,  ako  thrown  in  as 
you  are  angling,  will  be  the  better. 

And  your  paste  must  be  thus  made :  Take  the  flesh 
of  a  rabbit,  or  a  cat,  cut  small ;  and  bean-flour ;  and 
if  that  may  not  be  easily  got,  get  other  flour ;  and, 
then,  mix  these  together:  and  put  to  them  either  sugar, 
or  honey  which  I  tnink  better :  and  then  beat  these  to« 

f  ether  in  a  mortar,— or,  sometimes,  work  them  in  your 
snds,  your  bands  being  very  clean ;  and  then  make  it 
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into  a  ball — or  two,  or  three,  as  you  like  best— for  your 
use*:  Bat  yoa  niQst  work,  or  pound,  it  so  long  in  the 
mortar,  as  to  make  it  so  tough  a^  to  hang  npon  your 
hook  withoot  washing  from  it,  yet  not  too  hard:  Or, 
that  yon  may  the  better  keep  it  on  your  ho<dc,  you 
tMLj  knead  with  yonr  paste  a  little,  and  not  much, 
white  or  yellowish  wool. 

And  if  you  would  liaye  this  j^aste  keep  all  the  jear, 
for  any  other  fish, — ^then  mix  with  it  virgin-wax  and 
clarified  honey ;  and  work  them  together,  with  your 
fcands>  before  the  fire ;  then  make  these  into  balls,  and 
the  V  will  keep  all  the  year.    • 

And  if  you  fish  for  a  Cai^  with  gentks, — ^then,  put 
upon  yonr  hook  a  small  piece  of  scarlet  about  this  big« 
ness  li.  it  being  soaked  in,  or  anointed  with  oil  of 
pctre,  called  by  some  oil  of  the  rock :  and  if  your  gen« 
ties  be  put,  two  or  three  days  before,  into  a  box^  or 
born,  anointed  with  honey ;  and  so  put  upon  your 
liook  as  to  preserve  them  to  be  living, — you  are  as  like, 
to  kill  this  crafty  fish,  this  way  as  any  other:  but,  stiD, 
a^  you  are  fishinff,  chew  a  little  white  or  brown  bread  in 
your  mouth,  and  cast  it  into  the  pond  about  the  place 
where  your  float  swims.  Other  baits  there  be :  but 
these  with  diligence  and  patient  watchfulness,  will  do 
better  than  any  that  I  have  ever  practised  or  beard  of. 

And  yet  I  shall  tell  you,  That  the  crumbs  of  white 
bread  and  honey  made  into  a  paste,  is  a  good  bait  for 
a  Carp ;  and,  you  know,  it  is  more  easily  made  ^.  And 
having  said  thu«  much  of  the  Carp  +,  my  next  dis* 

*  And  see  a  bait  that  serves  likewise  for  the  Bream,  in  the  next 
.chapter.    Editor. 

f  The  haunts  of  the  riyer  Carp  are, — in  the  winter  months,  thA 
broadest  and  most  quiet  parts  of  the  river:  but  in  summer,  they  lie 
in  deep  holes,  nooks,  aad  reaches,  near  9ome  scour ^— and  under  roots 
of  trees,  hollow  banks,— and,  till  they  are  near  rotting,  amongst  or 
near  great  beds  of  weeds,  flags,  \^e. 

Pond  Carp  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  said,  to  have  any  haunts  % 
only  it  if  to  be  noted,  that  they  love  a  fat  rich  soil,  and  never  thriipe 
in  a  cold  hunery  water. 

They  breed  three  or  four  times  a  year :  bat  their  first  spawning-timt 
is  the  beginning  of  May. 

Bftits  for  the  Carp  are<— all  sortk  of  earth  and  duo^iiU-wonas, 
flag-Vorms  \  grasboppert,  thou^  not  at  topi  oirbrains,  ^tbe  pith  of 
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course  shall  be  of  the  Bream,  which  shall  not  prove  so 
tedious ;  apd  therefore  I  desire  the  continuance  of  your 
attention.    ^ 

But,  first,  I  will  tell  you,  How  to  make  this  Carp^ 
that  is  so  curious  to  be  caught,  so  curious  a  dish  of  meat 
as  shall  make  him  worth  all  your  labour  and  patience. 
And  thouffh  it  is  not  without  some  trouble,  and  charges  ; 
yet,  it  will  recompense  both. 

Take  a  Carp,  alive  if  possible :  scour  him,  and  rub 
him  clean,  with  water  and  salt,  but  scale  him  not:  then 
open  him;  and  put  him,  with  his  blood  and  his  liver, 
wnich  yon  must  save  when  you  open  him^  into  a  small 
pot  or  kettle:  then  take  sweet  marjoram,  thyme  and 
parsley,  of  each  half  a  handful ;  a  sprig  of  rosemary, 
and  another  of  savoury;  bind  them  into  two  or  three 
small  bundles;  and  put  them  to  your  Carp,  with  four 
or  five  whole  onions,  twenty  pickled  oj^ters,  and  three 
anchovies.  Then  pour  upon  your  Carp  as  much 
claret  wine  as  will  ,only  cover  him ;  and  season  your 
claret  well  with  salt,  cloves,  and  mace,  and  the  rinds  of 
oranges  and  lemons.  That  done,  cover  your  pot  and 
set  it  on  a  quick  fire,  till  it  be  sufficiently  lioiled.  '  Then 
take  out  the  Carp;  and  lay  it,  with  the  broth,  into  the 
dish ;  and  pour  upon  it  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  the 
best  fresh  butter,*— melted,  and  beaten  with  half  a  dozen 
spoonfuls  of  the  broth,  the  yolks  of  two  or  three  eggs, 
and  some  of  the  herbs  shred :  Garnish  your  dish  with 
femons,  and  so  serve  it  up.    And  much  good,  do  you ! 

Dr.  T. 


an  ox't  back-bone ;  green-peftse ;  and  red  or  black  cberries,  with  the 
stones  taken  out. 

Fish  with  strong  tackle— ^ery  near  the  bottom— and  with  a  fine 
graasy  or  gut,  next  the  hook;  and  use  a  goose^quiil  float.  Nerer  at^ 
tempt  to-  angle  £6r  the  Carp  in  a  boat ;  for  they  wiU  not  come 
near  it. 

It  is  Slid  th«e  are  many  Carp  in  the  Thames,  westward  of  Lon» 
don;  and  that,  about  February,  they  retire  to  the  creeks  in  that  ri« 
ver;  in'  some  of  which,  many  above  two  feet  long  have  been  taken 
with  an  angle.    Aug/tr^t  iure  Guides  179. 

Curp  lifve  the  longest  out  of  water  of  any  fish.  It  is  a  commoa^ 
practice  in  HoQand,— to  keep  them  alive,  for  three  weeks  or  a  month, 
Dy  hanging  them  in  a  cq(^  place»  with  wet  moss  in  a  net,  and  feed« 
jng  them  with  bread  iuid  aoilk. 
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CHAPTER    X. 

Observations  on  the  Bream,  and  Directions  how  to 
catch  him» 

P18CATOR. 

THE  Bream,  being  at  a  full  growth^  is  a  large  and 
stately  fish.  He  Mill  breed,  both  in  rivers  and  ponds s 
but  loves,  best,  to  live  in  ponds, — and  where,  if  be  likes 
Ibe  water  and  air,  he  will  grow  not  only  io  be.  very 
large,  but  as  fat  as  a  hog.  He  is  bv  Gesner  taken  to  he 
more  pleasant,  or  sweet,  than  wholesome.  This  fish  is 
long  in  growing :  but  breeds  exceedins^ly  in.  a  vrater 
that  pleases  him ;  yea,  in  many  ponds  so  fast,  as  to  over- 
store  them,  and  starve  the  other  fish. 

He  is  very  broad,  with  a  forked  tail,  and.  his  scales  set 
in  excellent  order ;  he  hath  large  eyes,  and  a  narrow 
sucking  mouth ;  he  hath  two  sets  of  teeth,  and  alozenge- 
like  bone,  a  bone  to  help  his  ffrinding.  The  melter  is 
observed  to  have  two  large  melts ;  and  the  female,  two 
large  bags  of  eggs  or  spawn. 

Gesner  reports :  that,  in  Poland,  a  certain  and  a  great 
number  of  large  Breams  were  put  into  a  pond ;  which^ 
in  the  next  foUowing*  winter,  were  frozen  up  into  one 
entire  ice,  and  not  one  drop  of  water  remaining,  nor 
one  of  these  fish  to  be  found,  though  they  were  diligently 
searched  for;  and  yet,  the  next  spring,  when  uie  ice 
was  thawed,  and  the  weather  warm,  and  fresh  water 

fot  into  the  pond,  he  affirms  they  all  appeared  again, 
'his  Gesner  aflirms;  and  I  quote  ray  author, — ^because 
it  seems  almost  as  incredible  as  the  resurrection  to  an 
atheist:  but  it  may  win  something,  in  point  of  believing 
if — to  him  that  considers  the  breeding  or  renovation  of 
the  silk-worm,  and  of  many  insects.  And  that  is 
€H>nsiderable,  which  Sir  Francis  Bacon  observes  in  his 
History  of  Life  and  Death,  fol.  SO.  that  there  be  somtt 
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herbs  that  die  and  spring  every  year,  and  some  endure 
lon^r. 

But  though  some  do  not— yet  the  French  esteem  this 
fish,  highly  ;  and  to  that  end,  have  this  proverb,  '^  He 
^'  that  hath  Breams  in  his  pond,  is  able  to  bid  his 
^^  friend  welcome."  And  it  is  noted,  that  the  best  part 
of  a  Bream  is  his  belly  and  head. 

Some  say,  that  Breams  and  Roaches  will  mix  theic 
e^fgs  and  melt,  together;  and,   so,  there  is,  in  many 

E laces,  a  bastard  breed  of  Breams,  that  never  come  to 
e  cither  large  or  good,  but  very  numerous. 
The  baits  good  to  catch  this 


BiRIEAM. 


are  many.  First^  Paste  made  of  brown  bread  and 
honey ;  gentles,— -or  the  brood  of  wasps  that  be  young", 
and  then  not  unlike  gentles,  and  should  be  hardened  in 
an  oven,  or  dried  on  a  tile  before  the  fire  to  make  them 
touffh.  Or,  there  is,  at  the  root  of  docks  orflags  or 
rushes,  in  watery  places,  a  worm  not  unlike  a  maggot ; 
at  which  Tench  [Bream]  will  bite  freely.  Or,  he  will 
bite— 'at  a  grashopper  with  his  legs  nipt  off— in  June 
and  July :  or,  at  several  flies— underwater — which  may 
be  found  on  flags  that  grow  near  to  the  water-side.  I 
dbubt  not  but  that  there  be  many  other  baits  that  are 
goods   but  I  will  turn  them  all  into  this  most  excel 


f42  TkE  COMPLETE    AVGhttt.  TAM  U 

lent  one,  either  foa  a  Carp  or  Bream,  in  any 
rirer  or  mere :  it  was  given  to  me  by  a  most  honest 
and  excellent  angler ;  and  hoping  you  will  prove  both, 
I  will  impart  it  to  you. 

1  •  Let  your  bait  be  as  bi^  a  red  worm  as  you  can 
find,  without  a  knot  t  Get  a  pint,  or  quart,  of  them,  in 
an  evening,  in  garden-walks,  or  chalky  commons,  afief 
a  shower  of  rain ;  and  put  them— with  clean  moss  well 
washed  and  picked,  and  the  water  squeezed  out  of  the 
moss  as  dry  as  you  can — into  an  earthen  pot  or  pip*  - 
kin  set  dry;  and  change  the  moss,  fresh,  every  three 
or  four  days,  for  three  weeks  or  a  month  togiether, 
— ^then  your  bait  will  be  at  the  best,  for  it  will  1^  clear 
and  lively. 

S.  Having  thus  prepared  your  baits,  get  your  tack* 
ling  ready  and  fitted  lor  this  sport.  Take  three  long 
angling-rods;  and  as  many,  and  more,  silk,  or  silk  and 
hair,  lines;  and  as  many  large  swan,  or  goose-quill 
floats.  Then  take  a  piece,  of  lead  made 
^^^  after  this  manner;  and  fasten  them  to  the 
C^^^t^  low  ends  of  your  lines:— Then  fasten 
^^^^^r  •  your  link-hook  also  to  the  lead ;  and 
let  there  be  about  a  foot  or  ten  inches, 
between  the  lead  and  the  hook  : — But  be  sure  the  lead 
be  heavy  enough  to  sink  the  float,  or  quill,  a  little  un- 
der the  water  ;  and  nOt  the  quill,  to  bear  up  the  lead, 
for  the  lead  must  lie  on  the  ground.  Note,  that  your 
link  next  the  hook  may  he  smaller  than  the  rest  of  your 
line-— if  you  dare  adventure,  for  fear  of  taking  the  rike 
or  Pearch,  who  will  assuredly  visit  your  hooks,  till 
they  be  taken  out  as  I  will  shew  you  afterwards,  before 
either  Carp  or  Bream  will  come  near  to  bite.  Note  also* 
that  when  the  worm  is  well  baited,  it  will  crawl  up  and 
down  as  far  as  the  lead  will  give  leave,  which  much  en« 
ticeth  the  fish  to  bite  without  suspicion. 
'  3,  Having  thus  prepared  your  baits,  and  fitted  your 
tackling :  repair  to  the  river— where  you  have  seen 
them  swim  in  skulls,  or  shoals— in  th^  summer-time,  in 
a  hot  afternoon,  about  three  or  four  of  the  clock;  and 
watch  their  going  forth  of  their  deep  holes,  and  return- 
ing, which  vou  may  well  discern, — for  they  return 
about  four  of  the  clock,  most  of  them  seeking  food  at 
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the  bottom,  yet  one  or  two  will  lie  on  the  top  of  (he 
water,  rolling  aind  tumbling  themselves  whilst  the  rest 
are  under  him  at  the  bottom ;  and  so  you  shall  perceire 
him  to  keep  centinel :  then  mark  where  he  plays  most, 
and  stays  longest,  which  commonly  is  in  the  broadest 
and  deepest  place  oflhe  riyer,-*and  there,  or  near  there<i 
abouts,  at  a  clear  bottom  and  a  convenient  landine 
place,  take  one  of  your  angles  ready  fitted  as  aforesaid, 
and  sound  the  bottom,  which  shoufd  be  about  eight  or 
ten  feet  deep ;  two  yards  from  the  bank  is  best.  Thea 
insider  with  yourself,  whether  that  water  will  rise  or 
iall  by  the  next  morning,  by  reason  of  any  water-mills 
ilear;  and,according  to  your  discretion,  take  the  depth 
of  the  place— where  you  mean,   after,  to  cast  your 

E round-bait,  and  to  mh — ^to  half  an  inch ;  that,  the 
»d  lying  on  or  near  the  ground-bait,  the  top  of 
Uie  float  may  only  appear  upright  half  an  inch  abovo 
the  water. 

Thus  you  having  found  and  fitted,  for  the  place  and 
depth  thereof :  then  go  home,  and  prepare  your  ground- 
bait,  which  is,  next  to  the  fruit  of  your  labours,  to  be 
regarded* 

The  Gaoitnd-Bait. 

You  shall  take  a  peck,  or  a  peek  and  a  half*--«ecord* 
ing  to  the  greatness  of  the  stream,  and  deepness  of  the 
water,  where  you  mean  to  angle — of  sweet  gross-ground 
barky-malt ;  and  boil  it  in  a  kettle,  one  or  two  warms 
is  enough :  then  strain  it,  througli  a  bag,  into  a  tub ; 
(the  liquor  whereof,  hath  often  done  my  horse  much 
^ood ;)  and  when  the  bag  and  gialt  is  near  cokI,«-take 
it  down  to  the  water  side,  about  eight  or  nine  of  the 
dock  in  the  evening,  and  not  before :  cast  in  two  ports 
of  your  ^nnd-bait,  squeezed  hard  between  both  your 
bands;  it  will  sink  presently  to  the  bottom;  and  be  sure 
it  may  rest  in  the  very  place  where  you  mean  to  angley 
«<-*if  the  stveam  ran  hard,  or  move  a  little,  cast  your  malt 
in  handfiils  a  little  the  h^her  upwards  the  stream*  You 
may,  between  your  hands,  close  the  malt  so  fast  in  hand- 
fUlf ,  that  the  water  vrtil  hardly  put  it  with  tlM  fall. 


S44  THE.  OOMPLIBTE  ANGLBB.  PABT  f« 

Your  ground  thus  baited,  and  tackling  fitted :  leave 
your  bag,  with  the  rest  of  your  tackling  and  ground^ 
bait,  near  the  sporting-place  all  night;  and  in  the  mom* 
ing,  about  three  or  four  of  the  clook,  yisit  the  wiiter^side 
«--*4)ut  not  too  near,  for  they  have  a  cunning  watchmaii» 
and  are  watchful  themselves  too  • 

Then,  gently,  take  one  of  your  three  rods,  and  bait . 
your  hook;    casting  it  over  your  ground-bait,— and, 
gently  and  secretly,  draw  it  to  you  till  the  Iead»  rests 
about  the  middle  of  the  ground-bait. 

Then  take  a  second  rod,  and  cast  in  about  a  yard 
above— «nd,  your  third  a  jrard  below-*the  first  rod. 
And  stay  the  rods  in  the  ground  x  but  go  yourself  so  (ar 
from  the  water-side,  that  you  perceive  nothing  but  the 
top  of  the  floats,  which  yon  must  watch  most  diligent- 
ly. Then  when  you  have  a  bite,  you  shall  perceive 
the  top  of  your  float  to  sink  suddenly  into  the  waters 
yet,  nevertheless,  be  not  too  hastv  to  run  to  your  rods, 
until  you  see  that  the  line  goes  clear  away ;  then  creep 
to  the  water-side,  and  s^ive  as  much  line  ns  possibly  you 
can  t  If  it  be  a  good  Carp,  or  Bream,  they,  will  go  to 
the  farther  side  of  the  river, — ^then,  strike  gently ;  and 
bold  your  rod  at  a  bent,  a  little  while ;  but  if  you, 
both,  pull  toother  you  are  sure  to  lose  your  game,  for 
either  your  line,  or  hook,  or  hold  will  break :  And 
after  yon  have  overcome  them,  they  will  make  noble 
sport,  and  are  very  shy  to  be  landed.  The  Carp  is  fitr 
stronger  and  more  mettlesome  than  the  Bream. 

Much  more  is  to  be  observed,  in  this  kind  of  fish  and 
fishing:  but  it  is  far  fitter  for  experience  and.  discourse 
•  OTA  •  V  ^^^^  paper*.  Only :  thus  much,  isne^ 
n^tnl^r^'  ^«f«^  *V  yS"^  ^  know,  and  to  be  mind- 
ful  and  careful  of, — ^that  if  the  Pike  or 
Pearch  do  breed  in  that  river,  they  will  be  sure  to  bite 
first,  and  mnst  first  be  taken.  And,  for  the  most  part, 
they  are  very  large ;  and  will  repair  to  your  ground* 
bait,  not  that  th^  will  eat  of  it,  but  will  teed  and  sport 
themselves  amon^  the  young  fry  that  gather  about  and 
hover  over  the  bait. 

The  way  to  discern  the  Pike  and  to  take  him,  if  you 
mistrust  your  Iberia  hook;  for  I  have  taken  a  Pike  § 
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yard  long  seyeral  times  at  my  Bream  hooks^  and  some- 
times he  bath  had  the  luck  to  share  my  line ;  may  b% 
thus : 
Take  a  small  Bleak,  or  Roach,  or  Gudgeon,  and  bait 

Swith  j  it ;  and  set  it,  alive,  among  your  rods  two  feet 
eep  from  the  cork,  with  a  little  red  worm  on  the  point 
of  the  hook : — ^tben  take  a  few  crumbs  of  white  bread, 
or  some  of  the  ground-bait,  and  sprinkle  it  gently 
amongst  your  rods.  If  Mr.  Pike  be  there  ;  then  the 
little  fish  will  skip  out  of  the  water  at  his  appearance^ 
but  the  live-set-bait  is  sure  to  be  taken. 

Tlius,  continue  y6ur  sport  from  four  in  the  morning 
till  eight :  And  if  it  be  a  gloomy  windy  day,  they  wiu 
bite  SlA  day  long :  but  this  b  too  long  to  stand  to  your 
rods^  at  one  place ;  and  it  witl  spoil  your  evening  sport, 
that  day,— which  is  this. 

About  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  repair  to 
your  baited-place.  And  as  soon  as  you  come  to  the 
water-side,  cast  in  one-half  of  the  rest  of  your  ground- 
bait,  and  stand  off;  then  whilst  the  fish  are  gathering 
together,  for  there  they  will  most  certainly  come  for 
their  supper,  you  may  take  a  pipe  of  tobacco;  and, 
then,  in  with  your  three  rods  as  in  the  morning :  you 
will  find  excellent  sport,  that  evening,  till  eight  of  the 
clock,— then  cast  in  the  residue  of  your  ground-bait. 
And  next  morning,  by  four  of  the  clock,  visit  them 
again  for  four  hours,  which  is  the  best  sport  of  all. 
And  after  that,  let  them  rest  till  you  and  your  friends 
have  a  mind  to  more  sport. 

From  St.  JamesVtide  until  Bartholomew-tide,  is  the 
best;  when  they  have  had  all  the  summer's  food,  they 
are  the  fattest. 

Observe,  lastly,  that  after  three  or  four  days*  fishing, 
together, — ^your  game  will  be  very  shy  and  warjr,  and 
you  shall  hardly  get  above  a  bite  or  two,  at  a  baitings 
then  your  only  way  is  to  desist  from  your  sport,  about 
two  or  three  days.  And,  in  the  mean  time— H>n  the 
place  you  late  baited,  and  again  intend  to  bait — ^you 
shall  take  a  turf  of  (creen,  but  short  grass,  as  big  or 
bigger  than  a  round  trencher ;  to  the  top  of  this  turf^ 
on  the  green  side,  you  shall,  with  a  needle  and  green 

p  8 


tld  THI  OOMPMTB  AKtf^lft*  VAlIt  I. 

Afead,  fitftea,  one  by  oae,  as  many  little  red  worms  at 
will  near  cover  all  the  turf:  Then  take  a  round  board 
or  trencher ;  make  a  hole  in  the  middle  thereof,  and 
through  the  torf  placed  on  the  board  or  trencher :  with 
a  string,  or  cord,  as  long  as  is  fitting,  tied  to  a  pole,— 
let  it  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  water,  for  the  fish  to  feed 
upon  without  disturbance  about  two  or  three  days !  And 
atterthat  you  have  drawn  itaway ;  you  may  faU  to,  and 
enjoy  your  former  recreation*.  B.  A. 

*  The  haantt  of  the  Bream*  a  fiah  whidi  the  aiigler  tMom  SMeti 
with,  are  the  deepest  and  broadeit  parts  of  gentle  sMt  ttreanu,  with 
•andy  clayey  bottoou  ;  and  the  broadest  and  most  quiet  places  of  ponds, 
«id  where  there  are  weeds. 

They  spawn  about  the  beginning  of  Joly;  a  littk  before  whidk  time 
thsy  are  best  in  season,  though  some  think  them  best  in  September. 

The-baits  for  the  Bream,  are :  red* worms;  small  lob,  or  marsh-wonnst 
gentles;  and grashopper& 

In  g^Mral,  they  are  to  be  ftshedpfor  as  Carp. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Obseraiions  of  the  Tench,  and  Advice  how  im 
Angle  for  him. 

PlSCATOn. 

THE  Tench  9  the  physician  of  fishes^  is  observed  to 
love  ponds  better  than  rivers,  and  to  love  pits  better  thait 
either ;  yet  Camden  observes,  there  is  a  river  in  Dofset« 
shire  that  abounds  with  Tenches ;  but  doubtless  they 
retire  to  the  most  deep  and  quiet  places  in  it* 

This  fish  hath  very  large  nns ;  very  small  and  smooth 
scales ;  a  red  circle  about  his  eves,  which  are  big  and 
of  a  gold  colour :  and  from  eitner  angle  of  his  mouth, 
there  hangs  down  a  little  barb.  In  every  Tench's  head 
there  are  two  little  stones,  which  'foreign  physicians 
make  great  use  of:  but  he  is  not  commended  for  whole- 
some meat,  though  there  be  very  much  use  made  of 
them  [Tench]  for  outward  applications.  Rondeletius 
says.  That  at  his  being  at  Rome,  he  saw  a  great  cure 
done  by  applying  a  Tench  to  the  feet  of  a  very  sick 
man.  .This,  he  says,  was  done  after  an  unusual  manner 
by  certain  Jews*  And  it  is  observed,  thatmany  of  those 
people  have  many  secrets  yet  unknown  to  Christians : 
secrets  that  have  never  yet  been  written*  but  have  been 
— since  the  days  of  their  Solomon,  who  knew  the  na- 
ture of  all  things,  even  from  the  cedar  to  the  shrub-«-» 
delivered  by  tradition,  from  the  father  to  the  son,  and 
so  from  generation  to  generation  without  writing ;  or, 
unless  it  were  casually,  without  the  least  Communicate 
ing  them  io  any  other  nation  or  tribe,*— for  to  do  that, 
they  account  a  profanation.  And,  jQi^  it  is  thought 
that  they,  or  some  spirit  worse  than  they,  first  told  us, 
That  lice,  swallowed  alive,  were  a  certain  cure  for  the 
yeHow-jaundiGe.    This,  and  many  other  roedicines^ 
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vrert  discovered  by  them,  or  bj  revelation ;  for  doubu 
less,  Vfe  attained  tbem  not  by  study. 

Well!  this  fish^  besides  bis  eating,  is  very  nsefiil^ 
both  dead  and  alive,  for  the  good  of  mankind.  But  I 
"will  meddle  no  more  ivith  that :  my  honest}  humble  art 
teaches  no  such  boldness :  There  are  too  many  foolish 
meddlers  in  physick  and  divinity,  that  think  them* 
selves  fit  to  meddle  with  hj|ddensecret8,-'andy  so,  briiqf 
destruction  to  their  followers ;  but  I'll  not  meddle  wth 
them,  any  ^rtber  than  to  wish  them  wiser.  And  shall 
tell  you,  next,  for  I  hope  I  may  be  so  bold,  that  the 
Tench  is  the  physician  of  jisheSy  for  the  Pike  especi* 
aUy;  and  that  the  Pike,  being  either  sick  or  hurt,  is 
cured  by  the.  touch  of  the  Tench.  And  it  is  observed, 
that  the  tyrant  Pike  will  not  be  a  wolf  to  his  physician* 
but  forb^s  to  devour  him,  though  he  be  never  so 
hunffry. 

^is  fisb,  that  carries  a  natural  balsam  in  him  to 
eiire  both  himself  and  others,  loves  yet  to  feed  in  very 
foul  water>  and  amongst  weeds.  And^  yet,  I  am  sure, 
ke  eats  pleasantly ;  and,  doubtless,  you  will  think  so 
too  if  you  taste  him.  And  I  shall  therefore  proceed  to 
give  you  some  few,  and  but  a  few,  directions  bow  to 
catch  tl&i$ 


of  which  I  have  given  you  these  observations. 
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He  will  bite  at  a  paste,  made  of  bronni  bread  and 
honey;  or,  at  a  marsn-wonn ;  or,  a  lob-worm.  He  in- 
clines, very  mnch,  io  any  paste  with  which  tar  is  mixt. 
And  he  will  bite,  also— at  a  smaller  worm,  with  his  head 
nipp'd  off;  and,  a  cod«worm  ,put  on  the  hook  before 
that  worm.  And  I  doubt  not  but  that  he  will,  also— in 
the  three  hot  months,  for  in  the  nine  colder  he  stirs  not 
much— bite  at  a  flag-worm ;  or,  at  a  green  gentle*  But 
can,  positively  say  no  more  of  the  Tench  *;  he  being  a 
lish  that  I  have  not  often  angled  for,— -but  I  wish  my 
honest  scholar  may,  and  be  ever  fortunate  when  he 
fishes. 

• 

*  The  hmnts  of  the  Teach  are  nearly  the  aame  inih  thoM  of  the  Carp. 
They  delieht  more  in  ponds,  than  in  rivers;  and  lie  under  weeds,  near 
ahiices,  and  at  pond  heads. 

They  spawn  about  the  beginning  of  July ;  and  are  best  in  season  from 
the  beginning  of  September  to  the  end  ot  May.  They  will  bite,  all  the 
hot  months :  but  are,  best  taken  in  April  and  May. 

There  are  no  better  baits  for  this  fish  than— a  mfiddle-sited  lob-Worm, 
•r  red^worm,  well  scoured ;  a  gentle.;  a  young  wasp*gnib  boiled;  or  a 
green  worm  shook  from  the  boughs  of  trees. 

Use  a  strong  mss,  or  gut ;  and  a  goose-quill  float,  without  a  cork,  ex- 
cept in  rirers,  nAere  the  cork  is  alwavs  to  be  preferred. 

Fish  Tory  near  the  ground.  Audit  too  bait  with  gentles,  throw  in  a 
lew  at  the  takins  every  fidi^  which  wiU  draw  them  to  your  hook,  and 
keep  them  together. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Observations  of  the  Pearch,  and  Directions  how  to 
Jishfor  him. 

PlSCATOH. 

TTHE  Pearch  is  a  Very  good,  and  a  very  bold-biting, 
fisb*  He  is  one  of  the  fishes  of  prey  that,  like  the  Pik6 
and  Trout,  carries  his  teeth  in  his  mouth  which  is  yery 
large :  and  he  dare  venture  to  kill  and  devour  several 
other  kinds  of  fish.  He  has  a  hook'd  or  ho^  back| 
which  is  armed  with  sharp  and  stiff  bristles ;  and^  all  hit 
skin  armed,  or  covered-over,  with  thick  dry  hard  scales; 
and  hath,  which  'few  other  fish  have,  two  fins  on  hb 
back.  He  is  so  bold,  that  he  will  invade  one  of  his  own 
kind,  which  the  Pike  will  not  do  so  willingly ;  and  you 
may,  therefore,  easily  believe  him  to  be  a  bold-biter. 

The  Pearch  is  of  ^reat  esteem  in  Italy,  saith  Aldro- 
vandus :  and  especially  the  least  are  there  esteemed  a 
dainty  dish.  And  Gesner  prefers  the  Pearch  and  Pike 
above  the  Trout,  or  any  fresh- water  fish :  he  says  the 
Germans  have  this  proverb,  <^  More  wholesome  than  a 
'<  Pearch  of  Rhine :"  and  he  says  the  River-Pearch  is 
so  wholesome,  that  physicians  allow  him  to  be  eaten  by 
wounded  men,  or  by  men  in  fevers,  or  by  women  in 
child-bed. 

He  spawns  but  once  ft  year.  And  is,  by  physicians, 
held  very  nutritive,—- yet,  by  many,  to  be  hard  of  di- 
gestion. They  abound  more  in  the  river  Po,  and  in 
Engiandj  (says  Ronddetius,)  than  other  parts:  and 
have  in  their  brain  a  stone  which  is,  in  foreign  parts, 
!K>!d  by  apothecaries;  being  there  noted  to  be  very  me* 
dicinable  against  the  stcme  in  the  reins.    These  be  a 
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part  of  tbe  commendatioDs  which  some  philosophical 
brains  have  bestowed  upon  the  Fresh  water-Pearch : 
et  thejr  commend  the  Sea-Pearch — which  is  known 
»y  having  but  one  fin  on  his  back ;  of  which  they 
say,  we  English  see  but  a  few— to  be  a  much  better 
fish. 

The  Pearch  grows  slowly :  yet  will  grow,  as  I  have 
been  credibly  informed,  to  be  almost  two  feet  long : 
for  an  honest  informer  told  me,  such  a  one  was 
not  long  since  taken  by  Sir  Abraham  Williams, — 
a  gentleman  of  worth,  and  a  brother-of-the*angle, 
that  yet  lives,  and  I  wish  he  may, — this  was  a  deep- 
bodied  fish,  and  doubtless  durst  have  devoured  a 
Pike  of  half  his  own  length.  For  I  have  told  vou, 
he  is  a  bold  fish ;  such  a  one  as,  but  for  extreme  hun« 

?&r,  the  Pike  will  not  devour.  For  to  aiFright  the 
ike,  and  save  himself,  the  Pearch  will  set  up  his 
fins,  much  like,  as  a  turkey-cock  will  sometimes  set 
up  his  tail. 

But,  my  scholar!  the  Pearch  is  not  only  valiant  to 
defend  himself,  but  he  is,  as  I  said,  a  bold-biting  fish  : 
Vet  he  will  not  bite  at  all  seasons  of  the  year;  he  is 
very  abstemious,  in  Winter, — ^yet  will  bite,  then,  in 
the  midst  of  the  day  if  it  be  warm :  and  note,  that  all 
fish  bite  best,  about  the  midst  of  a  warm  day — in 
Winter.  And  he  hath  been  observed,  bv  some— not, 
usually,  to  bite  till  the  mulberry-tree  buds  ;  that  is  to 
say,  till  extreme  frost  be  past  the  Spring :  for,  when 
the  mulberry-tree  blossoms,  many  gardeners  observe 
their  forward  fruit  to  be  past  the  danger  of  frosts ;  and 
SOME  have  made  the  like  observation  of  the  Pearch's 
biting. 

But  bite  the  Pearch  will,  and  that  very  boldly. 
And,  as  one  has  wittily  observed^  If  there  be  twenty 
or  forty  in  a  hole,  they  may  be,  at  one  standing,  all 
catched  one  after  another ;  they  being,  as  he  saj/s^  like 
the  wicked  of  the  world,  not  afraid,  though  their  fel- 
lows and  companions  perish  in  their  sight.  And  you 
may  observe,  that  they  are  not  like  the  solitary  Pike ; 
but  love  to  accompany  one  another,  and  march  toge- 
ther in  troops* 
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And  the  taits  for  this  bold  fith 


are  not  many :  I  mean,  he  will  bite  as  well  at  some^  or 
at  any,  of  these  threey  as  at  any^  or  all,  others  \vhatso« 
ever  :  a  worm;  a  minnow  ;  or  a  little  frog,  of  which 
you  may  find  many  in  hay-time.  And  of  worms;  the 
dunghill-worm  called  a  brandling,  I  take  to  be  best, 
being  well  scoured  in  moss  or  feunel :  or,  he  will  bite  at 
a  worm,  that  lies  under  cow-dun^,  with  a  bluish  head. 
And  if  you  rove  for  a  Pearch  with  a  minnow :  then,  it 
is  best  to  be  alive ;  you  sticking  your  hook  through  his 
back  jSn ;  or  a  minnow  with  the  hook  in  his  upper  lip ; 
and  letting  him  swim,  up  and  down^  about  mid-water, 
or  a  little  lower,— and  you  still  keeping  him  to  ^bout 
that  depth  by  a  cork,  which  ought  not  to  be  a  very  little 
one :  And  the  like  way  you  are  to  fish  for  the  rearch, 
with  a  small  frog  ;  your  hook  being  fastened  through 
the  skin  of  his  leg,  towards  the  upper  part  of  it.  And> 
lastly,  I  will  give  you  but  this  advice  ;  that  you  give 
the  Search  time  enough  when  he  bites ;  for  there  was 
scarce  ever  any  angler  that  has  given  him  too  much*. 

*  Although  Pearch,  like  Trout,  delight  in  clear  swift  rivers,  with  peb- 
bly, gravelly  bottoms,  they  are  often  found  in  sandy  clayey  soils :  tkey 
love  a  moderately  deep  water;  and  frequent  holes  by  the  sides  of,  or 
near,  little  streams,-— and,  the  hollows  under  banks. 

The  Pearch  spawns  about  the  beginning  of  March :  the  best  time  of 
the  year  to  angle  for  hiin»  is  from  the  beginning  of  May  till  the  end  of 
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And  now  I  think  best  to  rest  myself;  for  I  have  almost 
spent  my  spirits  with  talking  so  long. 

Vtn.  Nay,  good  master !  one  fish  more ;  for  you 
see  it  rains  still;  and  vou  know  our  angles  are  like 
money  put  to  usury, — ^they  may  thrive,  though  we  sit 
still,  and  do  nothing  but  talk  and  enjoy  one  another. 
Comr,  come,  the  other  fish,  good  master ! 

Pwc.  But,  scholar  f  have  you  nothinff  to  mix  with 
this  discourse,  which  now  grows  both  tedious  and  tire- 
some ?  shall  I  have  nothing  from  you,  that  seem  to  have 
both  a  good  memory,  and  a  chearful  spirit  ? 

Vtn.  Yes,  master;  I  will  speak  you  a  copy  of 
verses  that  were  niadi;  by  Doctor  Donne,  and  made  to 
shew  the  world  that  he  could  make  soft  and  smooth 
verses,  when  he  thought  smoothness  wo|:th  his  labour : 
And  I  love  them  the  better,  because  they  allude  to 
rivers,  and  fish  and  fishing.    They  be  these ; 

Come  live  with  me,  and  be  mj  lore  \ 
And  we  will  some  new  pleasures  prove— 
Of  goldeo  sands,  and  crystal  broolcs;  ' 
With  silken  lines,  and  silver  hooks. 

There  will  the  river,  whispVin; ,  ran, 
Warm'd  bj  thy  ejet  more  than  the  suai 
And,  thew,  the  enameFd  ash  will  staj. 
Begging:,  ^'  Themselves  thejr  majr  betraj/' 

Juie,  yet  yon  may  continue  to  fish  for  him  tQl  the  end  of  September;  he 
is  best  taken  in  doudv  windy  weather,  and,  as  some  say,  from  seven  to  tea 
in  the  forenoon,  and  from  two  to  seven  in  the  afternoon.  , 

Other  baits  for  the  Pearch  are:  loaches;  millerVthambs ;  stickle- 
backs; small  lob,  and  marsh,  and  red- worms,  well  scoured ;  horse^beant 
boiled ;  cad-bait ;  oak-worms ;  bobs  and  gentles.  ' 

Afoiw,  of  these  fishi  are  tak^p  in  the  nWs  about  Oxford  ?  andtheau- 
thor  of  the  AmgUrs  surt  GuiJesajs,  he  once  saw  the  figure  of  a  Pearch, 
drawn  with  a  pencil  on  the  door  of  a  house  near  that  dty,  which  waa 
twenty-nine  inches  long ;  and  was  informed  it  was  the  tme  dimennon  ot 
a  living  Pearch.    AmrL  sure  Guide^  155.  ,         ^^ 

The  largest  Pearch  are  taken :  with  a  miqnow,  hooked  with  a  goott 
hold  through  the  back-fin,  or  rather  through  the  upper  lip;  for  the  Pearch, 
by  reasop  of  the  figure  of  his  mouth,  cannot  take  the  bait  cross-wite,  as 
the  Pike  will.  When  you  fish,  thus,— use  a  lar^e  cork-float,  and  l«id  your 
line  about  nine  inches  from  the  bottom^  otherwise  the  minnow  will  come 
to  the  top  of  the  water ;  But  in  t'u  ordinary  way  of  fishing,  1«  your  bwi 
Itimg  within  about  six  aadietfirom  the  gnniiid* 
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Wlieii  thoa  wilt  8«iin  in  that  lire  Uath,-«* 
Each  fiihf  which  ew*Tj  cbamel  hath, 
Moft  amVoDflj,  to  thee  will  swioiy 
Gladder  to  catch  thee  than  thou  him* 

If  thou,  to  be  10  leeo,  be'ft  loath, 

Bj  sun, — or,  moon :— thon  dark'nest  boih  $ 

And  if  mine  eje«  liaye  leave  to  tee, 

I  need  not  their  light,  havui{^  thee* 

Let  others  freeze  with  angling  reeds,' 
And  cut  their  legs  with  shells  and  weeds ; 
Or,  treach'rottslj  poor  liih  beset. 
With  strangling  snares,  or  window/  net| 

Let  coarse  bold  bands,  from  slimj  nest. 
The  bedded  fish  in  banks  ontwresti 
Let  enrious  traitors  sleave  silk  flies, 
To  'witch  poor  wand'ring  fishes  ejret. 

For  tbee:  Thon  need'st  no  snch  deceit  i 
For  thon,  t^felf,  art  thine  own  bait,— 
That  fish  that  is  not  eatcht  thereby, 
Is  wiser  far,  alas,- than  I* 

Pise.  WeH  rememl>ered,  lionest  scholar  I  I  thank 
you  for  these  choice  verses ;  which  I  have  heard  for- 
merly, but  had  quite  forgot,  till  they  were  recovered  by 
your  happy  memory.  Weill  being  I  have  now  rested 
myself  a  little,  I  will  make  you  some  requital,  by  tdU 
ing  you  some  observations  of  the  Eel ;  for  it  rains  ^till  t 
and  because,  as  you  say,  our  angles  are  as  money  put 
louse,  that  thrives  when  we  play;  therefore,  well  sit 
still,  and  enjoy  ourselves  a  little  longer  under  thit  honey- 
•uckle-hedge* 


THg  COMPLBTS  ANGLEft*  9SS 


CHAPTER  XUh 

Observations  of  the  Eel,  and  other  Fish  that  want 
Scales  ;  and  how  to  fish  for  them* 

PlSCATOB* 

IT  is  agreed,  by  most  men,  that  the  Eel  is  a  most 
dainty  fish :  the  Romans  have  esteemed  her  tibie  Helena 
of  their  feasts ;  and  some  the  qneen  of  pdate-pleasure. 
But  most  men  difler,  about  their  breeding:  Some 
say,  they  breed  by  generation,  as  other  fish  do ;  and 
others,  that  they  brmi,— as  some  "worms  do,  of  mud; 
as  rats  and  mice,  and  many  other  living  creatures,  aro 
bred  in  Egypt,  by  the  sun's  heat  when  it  shines  upon 
the  overflowing  of  the  riyer  Nilus ;  or,  out  of  the  pu* 
trefiiction  of  the  earth,  and  divers  other  ways.  Thosa 
that  deny  them  to  breed  by  generation,  as  other  fish  do ; 
ask.  If  any  man  ever  saw  an  Eel  to  have  a  spawn,  or 
melt?  And  they  are  answered,  That  they  may  be  as 
certain  of  their  breeding  as  if  they  had  seen  spawn :  for, 
they  say  that  they  are  certain,  that  Eels  have  all  parts 
fit  for  generation,  like  other  fish  *,  but  so  small  as  not 
to  be  easily  discerned,  by  reason  of  their  &tness;  but 
that  discerned  they  may  be ;  and  that  the  He  and  the 
She-Eel  may  be  distinguished  by  their  fins*  And  Ron« 
deletius  ^ay&b  he  has  seen  Eels  cling  together  like  dew* 
worms. 

And  others  say,  that  Eels,  growing  old,  breed  otiier 
Eels  out  of  the  corruption  of  their  own  age ;  which. 
Sir  Francis  Bacon  says,  exceeds  not  ten  years.  And 
others  say,  that  as  pearls  are  made  of  glutinous  dew* 

*  That  fishei  are  {omifhed  widi  parts  fit  for  generation  cannot  be 
^oulytedy  tince  it  ii  a  common  practice  to  castrate  tnem.  See  the  method 
of  doing  it  in  Fkihi,  Trw,  Vol.  XLVUI,  Part  II.  for  the  year  17^4. 
|»age  S70. 
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drops,  which  are  condensed  by  the  8un*s  heat,  in  those 
countries ;  so  Eels  are  bred  of  a  particular  dew,  falling 
in  the  months  of  Mayor  June  on  the  banks  of  some 
parti.-ular  ponds  or  riv  rs,  apted  by  nature  for  that  end, 

which   n  a  f  w  days  are  by  the  sun*s  heat  turned  into 

Eels :  And  some  of  ^  be  ancients  have  called  the  Eels  that 
are  thus  bred,  the  offspring  of  Jove.  I  have  seen,  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  in  a  river  not  far  from  Canterbufv, 
some  parts  of  it  covered  over  withyoungEels,  about  the 
thickness  of  a  straw ;  and  these  Eels  did  lie,  on  the  top 
of  that  water,  as  thick  as  motes  are  said  to  be  in  the 
san :  And  I  have  heard  the  like  of  other  riters,  as  namely, 
in  the  Severn,  where  they  are  called  yeWers ;  and  in  a 
pond,  or  mere,  near  unto  Staffordshire,— where,  about  a 
set  time  in  summer,  such  small  Eels  abound  so  much, 
that  many  of  the  poorer  sort  of  p^eople  that  inhabit  near 
to  it,  take  such  Eds  out  of  this  mere  with  aieves  or 
sheets;  and  make  a  kind  of  Eel*cakoof  them,  and  eat 
it  like  as  bread.  And  Gesner  (juotes  venerable  Bede*j 
to  say  ;  that  in  England  there  is  an  island  called  Ely, 
by  reason  of  the  innumerable  number  of  Eels  that  breed 
in  it.  But  that  Eels  may  be  bred — as  some  worms^ 
and  some  kind  of  bees  and  wasps  are — either  of  dew, 
or  out  of  the  corruption  of  the  earth  ;  seems  to  bo 
made  probable  bv  the  barnacles,  and  young  goslings, 
bred  by  the  sun  s  heat  and  the  rotten  planks  of  an 
"old  ship,  and  hatched  of  trees :  both  which  are  related 
for  truths  by  Du  Bartas  and  Lobelt;  and,  also^  by 

•  The  most  univerial  scholar  of  his  time :  he  was  born  at  Durham 
about  671,  and  bred  under  St.  John  of  Beverley.  It  u  said,  that  P«p« 
Sergius  the  F'lr^t  invited  him  to  Rome ;  though  others  say,  he  neTer 
stirred  out  of  his  cell.  He  was  a  man  oi  great  virtue,  and  remarkable 
for  a  most  sweet  and  engaging  disposition :  he  died  in  734,  and  lies  buried 
at  Durham.  His  works  make  eight  volumes  in  folio.  See  has  Life  in  the. 
£iogr.  Britann* 

f  Matthias  de  Lobel^  or  V Obeli  an  eminent  physician  and  botanist,  of 
the  sixteenth  century ;  was  a  native  of  Lisle  in  Flanders.  He  was  a  dit- 
ciple  of  Rondeletius:  and»  being  invited  to  London  hy  king  James  the  First, 
published  there,  his  Hhtoria  Plantantms  and  died  m  the  year  1616..  yidg 
Hoffmanni  «  Lnticon  Universale  *'  in  articulo  «  Matthias  Lobelius."  Thi» 
work  is  entitled  Flantarum  sen  stirfiitm  bistoria^  and  was  first  published  ii 
Antwerp  in  1576,  and  republished  at  London  in  1605.  He  was  author 
likewise  of  two  oUier  works;  the  former  of  Which  has  for  its  title  Balsmnf^ 
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oor  learned  Camden ;  and  laborious  Gferfaard  *,  in  hift 
Herbal. 

It  is  said,  by  Rondeletius,  that  those  Eels  that  are  bied 
in  rivers  that  relate  to,  or  be  nearer  to  the  sea,  never  re- 
turn to  the  fresh  paters, — as  the  Sahnon  does  always 
desire  to  do,  when  the^  have  once  tasted  the  salt  water^— r 
and  I  do  the  more  easily  believe  this,  because  I  am  cer- 
tain, that  powdered  beef  is  a  most  excellent  bait  to  catch 
an  Eel.  And  though  Sir  Francis  Bacon  will  allow  the 
Eel's  life  to  be  but  ten  years :  yet  he,  In  his  History  of 
Life  andDeathf  meotions  a  Lamprey,  belonging  to 
the  Roman  emperor,  to  be  made  tame^  and,  so,  kept  for 
almost  threescore  years ;  and  that  such  useful  and  plea- 
sant observations  were  made  of  this  Lamprey,  that 
Crassus  the  orator,  who  kept  her,  lamented  her  deaths- 
And  we  read  in  l)r.  Hakewill,  that  Hortensius  was 
seen  tci weep  at  the  death  of  a  Lamprey  that  he  bad  kept 
long,  and  mved  exceedingly  t* 

It  b  granted  by  all,  or  most  men,  That  Eels,  for 
about  SIX  months,  that  is  to  say,  the  six  cold  months  of 
the  ^ear,  stir  not  up  and  down,  neither  in  the  rivers^ 
nor  m  the  pools  in  wiiich  they  usually  are,  but  get  into 
the  soft  earth  or  mud;  and,  there,  many  of  them  toge« 
ther,  bed  themselves;  and  live  without  feeding  upon 
any  thing, — as,  I  have  told  you,  some  swallows  have 
been  observed  to  do  in  hollow  trees  for  those  six  cold 

-Op^ialsamif  Carimiuhtmif  &  Xylobalsamif  eumtuo  e§rtiee  EstpUmatio,  Load. 
1598;  and  the  latter,  Stirfiim  iJJuitraticfie*.    Lond.  1655. 

*  The  person  here  mentioned  is  John  Gerard,  one  of  the  fir«t  of  our 
English  Botanists;  he  was  by  profession  a  Surgeon;  and  published,  id  1597, 
an  Herhalt  in  a  large  folio,  dedicated  to  the  lord  treasurer  Burleigh, — and^ 
t^o  years  after,  a  Catalogue  of  Plants,  Herbs,  &C.  to  the  number  of  eleven 
hundired,  raised  and  naturalized  by  himself  in  a  laree  garden  near  his 
house  in  Holbom.    The  latter  is  dedicated  to  Sir  Walter  Raleieh. 

f  The  Author,  page  197,  has  cited  from  Pliny  an  instance  of  the  fond- 
ness of  Antonia,  a  woman,  for  a  tame  Lamprey,  which  the  tenderness  of 
^ler  sex  might  perhaps  excuse ;  but  the  sagacity  and  docibleness  of  these 
creatures  seem  less  wonderful,  than  the  weakness  of  such  men  as  Crassw 
and  Hortensius,  in  becoming'  mourners  for  the  death  of  an  £eL 

The  former  of  these  two  persons  was,  for  this  his  pusillanimirijr,  reproach- 
ed in  the  senate  of  Rome  by  Domidus,  in  these  words—**  Fooush  Crassus! 
«  you  wept  for  your  Muttna^^  [or  Lamprey].  *•  That  is  more,"  retorted 
Craastts,  <•  than  yon  did  for  your  two  wiviik"  Lord  Bacon's  Ap9ph* 
tbegms. 
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Bmths*  And  this  the  Eel  and  Swallow  do,  as  not  beings 
able  to  endure  winter  weather :  for  Gesner  quotes  Alber* 
taa  to  8a7,  that  in  the  year  1 ISS^  (that  year's  winter  be* 
ing  more  cold  than  usually,)  Eels  did,  by  nature's  in« 
itinct,  get  out  of  the  water  into  a  stadc  of  hay  in  a 
meadow  upon  dry  ground  ^;  and  there  bedded  them* 
•elves :  but  yet,  at  last,  a  frost  killed  them.  And  our 
Oamden  relates,  that  in  Lancashire,  fishes  were  digged 
oat  of  the  earth  with  spades,  where  no  water  was  near 
to  the  place  t.  I  shall  say  little  more  of  the  Eel»  but 
that — As  it  is  obseryed,  he  is  impatient  of  cold ;  so  it 
hath  been  observed,  that,  in  warm  weather,  an  Esl  has 
been  known  to  live  five  days  out  of  the  water. 

And  lastly,  let  me  tell  yon,  that  some,  curious  search- 
«rs  into  the  natures  offish,  observe,  That  there  be  se- 
veral sorts  or  kinds  of  Eels :  as  the  silver  Eel ;  and 
green  or  greenish  Ed,  with  which  the  river  of  Thames 
abounds,  and  those  are  called  gri^ ;  and  a  blackish 
Eel,  whose  head  is  more  flat  and  bigger  than  ordinary 
Eels;  and  also  an  Eel  whose  fins  are  reddish,  and  but 
seldom  taken  in  this  nation,  and  yet  taken  sometimes. 
These  several  kind  of  Eels  are,  say  some,  divcrsly 
bred ;  as,  namely^  out  of  the  corruption  of  the  earth ; 
smd  some  by  dew ;  and,  other  ways ;  as  J  have  said  to 
you  :  And  3'et  it  is  affirmed  by  some  for  certain,  that 
the  silver  Eel  is  bred  by  generation ;  but  not  by  spawn- 
ing as  other  fish  do,  but  that  her  brood  come  alive 
from  her,  bein^  tlien  little  live  Eels  no  bigger  nor 
longer  than  a  pm ;  and  I  have  had  too  mainr  testimo- 
nies of  this,  to  doubt  the  truth  of  it  myself  i  and  if  I 
thought  it  needful  I  might  prove  it,  but  1  think  it  it 
needtess* 

*  Br.  Plot,  in  his  BuUry  •/  Stafirdrkire,  page  948,  mentioiis  ceitaia 
waten,  and  a  pool,  that  were  ttocked  bj  £eb  that  had,  Irom  waters  they 
liked  net,  travelled  m  aridof  or  over  dry  land,  to  theee  other. 
^  f  Camden's  relation  is  to  this  effect,  vht.  •'That,  at  a  place  called  6e^ 
**  ton  in  the  above  couDty^-^apon  turning  up  the  turf,  men  find  a  black 
**  deadith  water  with  small  fishes  therein."  Srkgmma^  Lantmiirs,  Fnl- 
ler,  who  also  reports  this  strange  £Kt,  humourously  says,  **  That  the  men 
««  of  this  place  go  a^fishiRg  with  spades  and  mattodcs ;  addini;;,  that  fishes 
.^  are  thusfonndin  the  iSootry  about  Herwlea  and  lim^  »  Poitv^*' 
tVtrtbiet^  in  LgfitaiBirt,  107. 
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And  this  Eel,  of  which  I  have  said  so  much  to  you^ 
floay  be  caught  with  diyers  kinds  of  baits  :  as  namely^ 
with  powdered  beef;  with  a  lob  or  garden- worm ;  with 
a  minnow ;  or,  gut  of  a  hen,  chicken,  or  the  guts  of 
Uny  fish;  or  with  almost  any  thing,  for  he  is  a  greedy 
fish*.  But  the  Eel  may  be  caught,  especially ^  with  a 
little,  a  very  little  Lamprey ,-^which  some  call  a  Pride, 
and  may,  in  the  hot  months,  be  found  many  of  them  in 
the  river  Thames,  and  in  many  mud-heaps  in  other 
riyers ;  yea,  almost  as  usually  as  one  finds  worms  in  a 
dune-hilL 

^lext  note»  that  the  Eel  seldom  stirs  in  the  day,  but 
then  hides  himself;  and,  therefore,  he  is  usually 
caught  by  night,  with  one  of  these  baits  of  which  I 
have  spoken, — and  may  be,  then,  caught  by  laying 
hooks,  which  you  are  to  fasten  to  the  bank  or  twigs  of 
a  tree — or,  by  throwing  a  string  cross  the  stream; 
with  many  hooks  at  it,  and  those  roited  with  the  afore* 
said  baits ;  and  a  clod,  or  plununet,  or  stone,  thrown 
into  the  riyer  with  this  line,  that  so  you  may  in  the  morn- 
ing, find  it  near  to  some  fixt  place, — and  then,  take  it 
up  with  a  drag-hook,  or  otherwise.  But  these  things 
are,  indeed,  tm  common  \o  be  spoken  of;  and  an  hour's 
fishing  with  any  angler  will  teach  you  better,  both  for 
these  and  many  other  common  things  in  the  practical 
part  of  angling,  than  a  week's  discourse.  I  shall 
therefore  conclude  this  direction  for  taking  the  Eel,  by 
telling  you,  That,  in  a  warm  day  in  summer,  I  haye 
taken  many  a  good  Eel  by  Snigling,  and  haye  been 
much  pleased  with  that  spot. 

And  because  you^  that  are  but  a  young  angler,  know 

*  To  this  truth,  I  myielf  can  bear  witness.  When  I  dwelt  at  Twicken* 
ham,  a  large  canal  adjoined  to  my  house,  which  I  stocked  with  fish.  1  had 
from  time  to  time  broodsof  ducks,  which,  with  their  young  ones,  took  to  the 
water.  One  dry  sunmier,  when  the  canal  was  very  low,  we  missed  many 
young  ducks,  but  could  not  find  out  how  they  went :  resolving  to  make 
ad-vantage  of  the  lowness  of  the  water  to  clean  the  canal,  a  work  which 
had  not  been  done  for  thirty  years  before,  I  drained  and  emptied  it,  and 
found  in  the  mud  a  great  number  of  large  £els.  Some  of  them  I  reserved 
for  the  use  of  my  family;  which  being  opened  by  the  cook  surprised  us  all, 
—for,  in  the  stomachs  of  noany  of  them,  were  found,  undigested,  the  neckt 
aad  heads  of  young  ducks,  which  doubtless  were  those  of  the  ducks  we 
luid  missed.  The  fact  seems  to  have  been,  that  the  water  bffai^  shallow, 
they  became  an  easy  prey,  and  were  pulicd  under  by  the£els,or  if  you  will 
bythe^#l». 
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not  what  Snigling  is,  I  will  now  teach  it  to  you.  You 
remember  I  lold  you,  that  Eels  do  not  usually  stir  iit 
the  day  time;  foir,  then,  they  hide  themselves  under 
some  covert,— or  under  boards  or  planks  about  flood- 
gates, or  weirs,  ormills,—- or  in  holes  on  the  river  banks : 
So  that  you--observing  your  time  in  a  warm  day, 
when  the  water  is  lowest— -may  take  a  strong  small  hook 
tied  to  a  strong  line,  or  to  a  string  about  a  yard  long ; 
and,  then — ^into  one  of  these  holes,  or  between  any 
boards  about  a  mill,  or  under  any  great  stone  or  plank, 
or  any  place  where  you  think  an  Eel  may  hide  or 
shelter  herself ^you  may,  with  the  help  of  a  short  stick, 
put  in  your  bait,  but  leisurely,  and  as  far  a^  you  may 
conveniently :  and  it  is  scarce  io  be  doubted,'  but  that 
if  there  be  an  Eel  within  the  sight  of  it,  the  Eel  will 
bite  instantly,  and  as  certainly  gor^e  it :  And  you  need 
not  doubt  to  have  him,  if  you  pull  him  not  out  of  the 
hole  too  quickly,  but  pull  him  out  by  decrees ;  for  he, 
lying  folded  double  in  his  hole,  will  with  the  help  of 
his  tail  break  all,  unless  you  givehimtimeto  be  wearied 
with  pulling,  and  so  get  him  out  by  degrees,  not  pull- 
ing too  hard.  * 

And  to  commute  for  your  patient  hearing  thislon^ 
direction^ — I  shall  next  tell  you.  How  to  make  this 


a  most  cxcctlcnt  dish  of  mcM. 
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First,  wash  him  in  water  and  salt ;  then  pnll  off  hit 
skin  below  his  vent  or  navel,  and  not  much  farther : 
haying  done  that,  take  out  his  guts  as  clean  as  yon 
can,  but  wash  him  not:-  then  give  him  three  or  four 
scotches  with  a  knife:  and  then  put-^into  his  belly, 
and  those  scotches-— swee^  herbs ;  an  ancbovj  ;  ami  a 
little  nutmeg  grated,  or  cut  very  small;  and  your 
herbs  and  anchovies  must  also  be  cut  very  small,  and 
mixt  with  good  butter  and  salt:  having  done  this, 
then  pull  his  skin  over  him  all  but  his  head,  which  yoia 
are  to  cut  off,  to  the  end  you  may  tie  his  skin  about 
that  pqrt  where  his  head  grew,  and  it  must  be  so  tied 
as  to  keep  all  his  moisture  within  his  skin:  and 
lia?ing  done  this,  tie  him  with  tape  .or  packthread 
to  a  spit:  and  roast  him  leisurely:  and  baste  him 
with  water  and  salt  till  his  skin  breaks,  and  then 
with  butter;  and  having  roasted  him  enough,— let 
what  was  put  into  his  belly,  and  what  he  drips^  be  big 
sauce.  S.  F* 

When  I  go  to  dress  an  Eel  thus,  I  wish  he  were  as 
long  and  as  big  as  that  which  was  caught  in  Peter* 
boroueh  river,  in  the  year  1667 ;  which  was  a  yard 
and  three  quarters  long.  If  you  will  not  believe  me  ; 
then  go  and  see,  atone  of  the  coffee-houses  in  King-street 
in  Westminster. 

But  now  let  me  tell  you,  that  though  the  Eel  thus 
drest  be  not  only  excellent  good,  but  more  harmlew 
than  any  other  usity,  yet  it  is  certain,  that  physiciaai 
account  the  Eel  dangerous  meat;  I  will  advise  you 
therefore,  as  Solomoa  says  of  honey,  Prov*  t5. 
**  Hast  thou  found  it,— -eat  no  more  than  is  sufficient, 
^^  lest  thou  surfeit,  for  it  is  not  good  to  eat  much 
^'  honey/'  And  let  me  add  this,  that  the  unchari- 
table Italian  bids  us  ^^  give  Eels,  and  no  wine,  to  our 
••  enemies." 

And  I  will  beff  a  little  more  of  your  attention,  to 
tdl  you,  that  Aldrovandus,  and  divers  physiciafis^ 
commend  the  Eel  very  much  for  medicine,  thoiigfa 
not  for  meat.  But  let  me  tell  you  one  observatiofi. 
That  the  Eel  is  never  out  of  season ;   as  Trouts,  and 
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most  otkex  fish  are,  at  set  times;  at  least,  most  Eeb  are 
not*; 


^  The  haiints  of  the  Eel  aii&— weeds;  under  roots,  stumps  of  trees ;  holes, 
and  clefts  of  the  earth,  hoth  in  the  banks  and  at  the  bottom ;  and  in  the 
plain  mud ;  where  they  lie  with  only  their  heads  out,  watchijoe  for  prey* 
They  are  also  found  under  great  stones,  old  timber ;  about  flood-gates, 
wcirs»  bridges,  and  old  mills.  They  deh'ght  in  still  waters,  and  in  those 
that  are  foul  and  muddy ;  though  the  smaller  Eels  are  to  be  met  with,  in 
all  sorts  of  rivers  and  soils. 

Although  the  manner  in  which  Eels,  and  indeed  all  fish,  are  generated, 

i»  sufficiently  settled,  as  appears  by  the  foreeoin^  notes :  there  yet  remains 

a  question  undecided  by  naturalists,  and  that  is.  Whether  the  Eel  be  an 

.  mfifarou*  or  a  viviparous  fish  ?  "Walton  inclines  to  the  latter  opinion*    The 

following  relation  from  Bowlker,  may  go  near  to  determine  the  question. 

"  Being  acquainted  with  an  elderly  woman,  wllb  had  been  wife  to  a 
**  miller  near  fifty  vears,  and  much  employed  In  dressing  of  Eels,  I  asked 
•<  her  whether  she  had  ever  found  any  spawn  or  eggs  in  those  Eels  she 
"  opened  ?  Shefetd,  she  had  never  observed  any;  but  that  she  had  some- 
**  timA  found  living  Eels  in  them,  about  the  bigness  of  a  small  needle ; 
**  and  particularly,  that  she,  once,  took  out  ten  or  twelve,  and  put  them 
^  upon  the  table,  and  found  them  to  be  alive,-^which  wa^  connrmed  to 
**  me  by  the  rest  of  the  familv.  The  time  of  the  year  when  this  happen- 
•«'ed  was,  as  they  informed  me,  about  a  fbrtnignt  or  three  weeks  after 
<*  Michaebnas ;  which  makes  me  of  opinion  that  they  go  down  to  the  sea, 
<<  pr  salt-water,  to  prepare  themselves  tat  the  work  of  propagating  and  pro- 
**  ducing  their  young.  To  this  I  must  add  another  observation  of  the  same 
**  nature,  that  was  made  by  a  gentleman  of  fortune  not  far  from  Ludlow, 
**  and  in  the  <M)mmis&ion  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Salop ;  who, 
"  going  to  visit  a  gentleman,  his  friend,  was  shewn  u  very  fine  lai^  Eel, 
^  that  was  goiAg  to  be  dressed,  about  whose  sides  and  belly  he  obs^ed  a 
<*  parcel  of  little  creeping  things,  which  at  first  made  him  suspect  it  had 
**  been  kept  too  long ;  but  upon  nearer  inspection,  they  were  found  to  be 
«  perfect  little  Eels,  or  Elvers:-— Upon  this^  it  was  immediately  opened 
•'  m  the  sight  of  several  other  gentlemen;  and  in  the  belly  t>f  it,  they 
**  found  a  lump  about  as  big  as  a  nutmeg,  consisting  of  an  innnite  number 
*«  of  those  little  creatures,  closely  wr^ped  up  together, — ^which,  being 
«<  put  into  a  bason  of  water,  soon  sqiarated,  and  swam  about  the  bason:— 
**  This  he  has  often  told  to  several  gentlemen  of  credit  in  his  neighbour- 
**  hood,  from  some  of  whom  I  first  received  this  account ;  but  I  have  lately 
^  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  it  from  his  own  mouth;  and  thereft>re  I 
**  think  this  may  serve  to  put  the  matter  out  of  alt  doabt,  and  may  be 
**  sufficient  to  prove  that  Eels  are  of  the  viviparous  kind.*' 

Taking  it  for  granted  then  that  Eels  do  not  spawn, — all  we  have  to  say 
ia  this  place  is,  that  though,  as  our  author  tells  us,  Uiey  are  never  out  of 
season,  vet,  as  some  say,  tliey  are  best  in  Winter,  and  worst  in  May.  And 
it  is  to  be  noted  of  Eels,  that  the  long^  they  live  the  better  they  are. 
AtigUrstyre  Guide^  164. 

Of  baits  for  the  Eel^— the  best  are  lob-worms;  loach ;  minnows;  small 
pppe;  or  pearch,  with  the  fins  cut  off;  pieces  of  anyfish,  gspecislly  Bleak, 
as  being  very  lucid,  with  which  I  have  taken  very  laige  ones. 

Ji$mt  aoglio^  for  Eels  is  no  Ycrr  pleasant  amusement,  and  is  always 
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I  might  here  speak  of  many  other  fish^  whose  shape 
and  nature  are  much  like  the  Eel ;  and,  frequent  both 
the  sea,  and  fresh  rivers  ;  as  namely,  (he  Lamprel,  the 
Xiamprey,  and  the  Lamperne  :  as  also  of  the  mighty 
CongiT,  taken  often  in  Severn  about  Gloucester :  And 
might  also  tell,  in  what  high  esteem  many  of  them 
are  for  the  curiosity  of  their  taste.  Btit  these  are  not 
so  proper  to  be  talked  of  by  me,  because  they  make 
us  anglers  no  sport ;  therefore  I  will  let  them  alone — aa 
the  Jews  do,  to  whom  the^"  are  forbidden  hy  their  law. 

And>  scholar)  there  is  also  a  Fi^trvDBR,  a  sea^ 
'fish,  which  will  wander  yery  far  tinto  fresh  rivers; 
and  there  lose  himself,  and  dwell;  and  thrive  to 
a  hand's  breadth,  and  almost  twice  so  long ;  a  fish 
without  scales,  and  most  ,excellent  meal:  and  a  fish 
that  affords  much  sport  to  the  atigler  with  any  small 
worm,  but  especially  i^  little  bluish  worm,  ffOtteu 
out  of  marsh-ground  or  meadows,  which  shoipd  be 
well  scoured*,    Sut  this^  though  it  be  most  excel« 

attended  with  erea(  trouble  and  the  risk  of  tackle ;  many,  while  they  angle 
for  other  fish,  lay  lines  for  the  Eel,  which  they  tie  to  weeds,  flags,  (9*^. 
with  marks  to  find  them  by.  Or,  you  may  uke  a  long-  packthread  line, 
with  a  leulen  weight  at  the  end,  and  hpokjs  looped  on  at  a  yard  distance 
from  each  other :  nsten  one  end  to  the  flags,  or  on  the  shore ;  and  throw 
the  lead  out^  and  let  the  line  lie  tome  time.  And*  in  thia  way»  you  may 
fTobably  take  a  Pike, 

The  river  Kennet  in  Berkshire,  the  Stour  in  Dorsetshire,  Irk  in  Lanca- 
ahire,  and  Ankham  in  Lincolnshire,  are  lamed  for  producing  excellent 
Eels :  the  latter  to  so  great  a  degree,  as  to  gire  rise  to  the  following  pnH 
Vermai  rhymei 

Ankham  Eel,  and  Withaml^ike, 
In  all  England  is  none  sike. 

But  it  is  said,  there  are  no  Eels  superior  in  goodness  to  those  taken  In  th« 
head  of  the  New  River  near  Islington;  and  I  myself  have  seen  Eels,  caught 
there  with  a  rod  and  line,  of  a  very  large  sise. 

Eels,  contrary  to  all  other  fish,  neyer  swim  up,  but  always  down  th^ 
fftream, 

*  The  taking  Flounders  with  a  rod  amirline,  is**  thing  so  accidental, 
that  it  is  hardly  worth  the  mention.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Smelts, 
which,  in  the  Tnames,  and  other  great  rivers,  are  caught  with  a  bit  of  any 
small  fish,  but  chiefly  of  their  own  species.  In  the  month  of  August* 
ilMnt  the  yaar  1790,  mch  vast  (jnantitiet  of  smelts  cune  up  the  Tham^ 
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TBiEdUffriM  lent  meat,  yet  (as  I  told  yon)  it  wants 
to2S«l/^  scales,  and  is,  therefore,  an  abomination 
ibsiintbdo-w.       to  the  Jews. 

But  scholar,  there  is  a  fish  that  thej 
in  Lancashire  boast  yery  much  of,  called  a  Char; 
taken  there— and  I  think,  there,  onlr — ^in  a  mere  called 
Winander-Mere  * :  a  mere,  says  CJamden,  that  is  the 
largest  in  this  nation,' being  ten  miles  in  length,  and 
(some  say)  as  smooth  in  the  bottom  as  if  it  were  pared 
with  polished  marble.  This  fish  never  exceeds  fifteen 
or  sixteen  inches  in  length;  and  it  is  spotted  like  a 
Trout ;  and  has  scarce  a  bone,  but  ou  the  back.  But 
this,  thouffh  I  do  not  know  whether  it  make  the  angler 
sport,  yet  I  would  have  you  take  notice  of  it,  because  it 
is  a  rarity,  and  of  so  high  esteem  with  persons  of  great 
note. 

Nor  would  I  have  you  ignorant  of  a  rare  fish  called  a 
GuiNiAO ;  of  which,  I  shall  tell  you  what  Camden  and 
others  speak.  The  river  Dec,  which  runs  by  Chester, 
springs  m  Merionethshire ;  and,  as  it  runs  toward  Ches- 
ter, it  runs  through  Pemble«Mere,  which  is  a  large  water : 
and  it  is  observed,  that  though  the  river  Dee  abounds 
with  Salmon,  and  Pemble*Bi[ere  with  the  Guiniad,-— 
vet  there  is  never  any  Salmon  caught  in  the  mere,  nor  a 
Gfuiniad  in  the  river.  And  now  my  next  ofaservatioQ 
shall  be  of  the  Barbel. 

that  women,  and  even  children,  became  anglers  for  them;  and,  a*  I  have 
been  told  by  persona  who  weU  remember  it,  in  one  day,  between  London- 
bridee  and  Greenwich,  not  fewer  than  two  thoonnd  peraoni  were  thna 
employed. 

*  It  is  also  found  in  Conningston-Mere  in  Lancashire.    Leah's  SitU  ^ 
Lstitiuhirtf  141. 
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CHAPTER  Xiy. 

Observations  of  the  Barbbl  ;  and  Directions  horn  f# 
^h  for  him. 

PiSCATOB. 

THE  Barbel  is  so  called,  says  Gesner,  by  reason  of 
his  barb  or  wattles  at  bis  mouth,  which  are  ander  his 
nose  or  chaps*  He  is  one  of  those  leather-mouthed 
fishes  that  1  told  you  of,  that  does  yery  seldom  break 
his  hold  if  he  be  once  hooked :  but  be  is  so  strong, 
that  he  will  often  bre^  both  rod  and  line,  if  be  proyes 
to  be  a  big  one. 

But  the  Barbel,  though  he  be  of  a  fine  shape,  and 
looks  bi^:  yet  he  is  not  accounted  the  best  fish  to 
eat,— -neither  for  his  wholesomeness,  nor  his  taste:  but 
the  male  is  reputed  much  better  than  the  female,  whose 
spawn  is  very  hurtful,  as  I  will  presently  declare  to 
you. 

They  flock  together  like  sheep.  And  are  at  the 
worst  in  April,  about  which  time  they  spawn:  but 
quickly  grow  to  be  in  season.  He  is  able  to  live  in  the 
strongest  swifts  of  the  water :  and,  in  summer,  they 
love  the  shallowest  and  sharpest  streams  ;  and  love  to 
lurk  under  weeds;  and  to  teed  on  gravel  against  a 
rising  ground ;  and  will  root  and  dig  in  the  sands  with 
his  nose,  like  a  hog, — and,  there,  nests  himself;  yet» 
sometimes,  he  retires  to  deep  and  swift  [currents  nearj 
bridges,  or  flood-gates,  or  weirs ;  where  he  will  nest 
himself,  amongst  piles,  or  in  hollow  places,— and  take 
sncb  hold  of  moss  or  weeds,  that  be  the  water  never  so 
swift,  it  is  not  able  to  force  him  from  the  place  that  ho 
contends  for.  This  is  his  constant  custom,  in  Bum« 
mer»  when  he  and  most  living  creatures  sport  them* 
selves  in  the  sun :  but  at  the  approach  of  winter, 
then  he  forsakes  the  swift  streams  ana  shallow  waters ; 
and^by  dq;iees|  retires  to  those  ^tsof  the  ziyer  that 
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are  quiet  and  deeper :  in  vhich  places,  and,  I  think, 
about  that  time,  (April,]  he  spawns,— and,  as  I  have 
formerly  told  you,  with  the  help  of  the  melter,  hides 
his  spawn  or  eggs  in  holes,  which  they,  both,  dig  in 
the  gravel ;  and  then  they  mutually  labour  to  cover  it 
with  the  same  sand,  to  prevent  it  nom  being  devoured 
by  other  fish* 

There  be  such  store  of  this  fish  in  the  river  Danube, 
that  Rondeletius  says,  they  may  in  some  places  of  it, 
and  in  some  months  of  the  year,  be  taken,  by  those 
that  dwell  near  to  the  river,  with  their  hands,  eight  or 
ten  load  at  a  time.  He  says,  They  begin  to  be 
good  in  May,  and  that  they  cease  to  be  so  in  August : 
but  it  is  found  to  be  otherwise,  in  this  nation.  But 
thus  far  we  agree  with  him,  That  the  spawn  of  a  Bar« 
bel, — if  it  be  not  poison,  as  be  savs, — yet  that  it  is 
dangerous  meat,  and  especially  in  the  month  of  May ; 
which  is  so  certain,  that  Gesner  and  Grasius*  declare, 
it  had  an  ill  effect  upon  them,  even  to  the  endangering 
of  their  lives  t. 

This  fish  is  of  a  fine  cast  and  handsome  shape,  with 
small'scales,  which  are  placed  after  a  most  exact  and 
curious  manner : 


mJUkMUlL. 


*  Of  this  penoD»I  can  no  where  fbd  any  account. 

t  Though  the  spawn  of  the  Barbel  is  know  to  be  of  a  poisoneua 
Mature,  yet  it  is  often  taken  by  country  people  medicinally;  who  find  it« 
at  once,  a  most  powerful  emetic  and  cathartic.    And,  notwithstaading 
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and  as  I  told  you,  may  be  rather  said — ^not  io  be  ilL 
than  to  be  ffood,  meat.  The  Chub  and  he  haye,  i 
think,  both  lost  part  of  their  credit  by  ill  icookery ; 
they  being  reputed  the  worst,  or  coarsest,  of'  fresh- 
water fish.  But  the  Barbel  affords  an  angler  choice 
sport ;  being  a  lusty  and  a  cunning  fish ;  so  lusty  and 
cunning  as  to  endanger  the  breakmg  of  the  angler's 
line,  by  running  his  head  forcibly  towards  any  covert, 
or  hole,  or  bank ;  and  then  striking  at  the  line,  to 
break  it  off,  with  his  tail, — as  is  observed  by  Plutarch, 
in  his  book  De  industria  animalium;  and  also  so  cun- 
ning, to  nibble  and  suck  off  your  worm  close  to  the 
how,  and  yet  avoid  the  letting  the  hook  come  into 
liis  mouth  A 

The  Barbel  is  also  curious,  for  his  baits :  that  is 
to  s&y,  that  they  be  clean  and  sweet.  And  have  your 
worms  well  scoured,  and  not  kept  in  sour  and  musty 
moss,  for  he  is  a  curious  feeder  :  but  at  a  well-scoured 
lob-worm,  he  will  bite  as  boldly  as  at  any  bait,-^and, 
especially,  if,  a  night  or  two  before  you  fish  for  him^ 

Jou  shall  bait  the  places  where  yoii  intend  to  fish  for 
im,  with  big  worms  cut  into  pieces*.  And  note, 
that  none  did  ever  over-bait  the  place,  nor  fish  too 
early  or  too  late  for  a  Barbel.  And  the  Barbel 
will  bite  also  at  gentles ;  which — not  being  too  much 
scoured,  but  green — are  a  choice  bait  for  him :  and 
80  is  cheese,— -which  is  not  to  be  hard,  but  kept  a  day 
cm:  two  in  a  wet  linen  cloth  to  make  it  tough,— with 
this,  you  may  also  bait  the  water,  a  day  or  two  before 
you  nsh  for  the  Barbel,  and  be  much  the  likelier  to 
catch  store ;  and  if  the  cheese  were  laid  in  clarifiied 
honey  a  short  time  before,  as  namely,  an  hour  or  two, 
you  are  still  tbb  likelier  to  catch  fish.  Some  have 
directed  to  cut  the  cheese  into  thin  pieces,  and  toast 

^rhat  18  said  of  the  wtiolesomeness  of  the  ^j£,— with  some  constitutions, 
it  produces  the  same  effects  as  the  ttawm.  About  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  year  1754,  a  servant  ot  mine,  who  had  eaten  part  of  a  Bar- 
bel--thonzh,  as  I  had  cautioned  him,  he  abstained  from  the  spawn — was 
•eised  with  such  a  violent  purging  and  vomiting,  as  had  like  to  have 
cost  him  his  life. 

*  Q^ves;^  which  are  the  sediment  of  tallow  melted  for  the  making  af 
Candles;  cut  into  pieces,  are  an  excellent  eround-bait  for  Barbel,  Gud- 
geons, and  many  other  fisb^--if  thrown  in,  the  night  before  you  an^Ie. 
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it :  and  then  tie  it  on  the  hook  mih  fine  silk.  AnJ 
some  advise,  To  fish  for  the  Barbel,  with  sheep's  tal- 
low and  soft  cheese  beaten  or  worked  into  a  paste ;  and 
that  it  is  choicely  good  in  August, — and  i  believe  it. 
But,  doubtless,  the  lob-worm  welUscoured,-— and  the 

fntle,  not  too  much  scoured,-— and  cheese,  ordered  as 
have  directed, — are  baits  enough ;  and  I  think  will 
serve  in  any  month:  though  I  shall  commend  any  an- 
gler that  tries  conclusions,  and  is  industrious  to  im- 
prove the  art.  And  now,  my  honest  scholar !  the  long 
shower,  and  my  tedious  discourse,  are  both  ended  to* 
gether :  And  I  shall  give  you  but  this  observation, — 
that,  when  you  fish  for  a  Barbel,  your  rod  and  line  be, 
both,  long  and  of  ^ood  strength ;  for,  as  I  told  you,  you 
will  find  him  a  heavy,  and  a  dogged,  fish  to  be  dealt 
withal ;  yet  he  seldom  or  never  breaks  hold  if  he  be 
once  struck.  And  if  you  would  know  more,  of  fish- 
ing [either]  for  the  Umber,  or  [for  the]  Barbel*,  get 

*  of  the  haunts  of  the- Barbel,  che^Atithor  hat  spoke  sufficiently. 

Barbel  mwn,  about  the  middle- of  April;  and  grow  in  8ea«oii»  abottt 
a  month  after. 

Baits  for  Barbel,  other  than  what  Walton  has  mentioned,  9Xt :  the 
yonne  brood  of  wasps,  hornets,  and  humble  bees. 

In  fishing  for  him,  use  a  Tery  strong  rod,  and  a  silk  Kne  w2th  a  shot 
and  a  bullet,  as  directed  for  the  Trout :  some  use  a  cork-float;  Which  if 
you  do,  be  sure  to  fish  as  close  to  the  bottom  as  possible,  so  as  the  bait 
does  not  touch  the  ground. 

Inaneling  for  lesser  fish,<— the  angler  will  sometimet  find  it  a  ndaibfw 
tune  tohook  a  Barbel,  a  fish  so  sullen,  that  with  fine  |ackle  it  ia^scarcely 
possible  to  land  one  of  twelve  inches  long. 

A  lover  of  angling  told  me  the  foUowiflg  story:  He 

Angler  eaught  Was  fishing  in  the  river  Lea,  at  the  ferry  called  Je- 
iy  a  Bathel.  remy*s ;  and  had  hooked  a  large  fish  at  the  time  whoi 

some  Londoners  with  their  horses  were  passing;  they 
con^tulated  him  on  his  success,  and  got  out  of  the  ferry-boat ;  but 
finding  the  fish  not  likely  to  yield,  mounted  thAr  horses  and  rode  off. 
The  fact  was^that  angling  for  small  fish,  his  bait  had  been  taken  bva 
Barbel,  too  big  for  the  fisher  to  manage.  Not  caring  to  risque  his  tacUe 
by  attempting  to  raise  him,  he  hoped  to  tire .  him,  and  to  that  end 
suffered  himself  to  be  led,  to  use  his  own  expression,  as  a  blind  man  is  by 
his  dog,  several  yards  up,  and  as  many  down,  the  bank  of  the  river;  in 
^ort,  for  so  many  hours,  that  the  horsemen  above-mentioned — ^who  had 
been  at  Walthamstow,  and  dined— were  returned:  who,  seeing  him  thua- 
occupied,  cried  Out,  «  What,  master!  another  large' fish  ?**  "  No,"  says 
Futatott  «•  it  is  the  very  sanae."  "  Nay,"  says  one  of  them,  ««  that  can 
•«  never  be ;  for  it  is  five  hours  nnce  we  crost  the  river:"  And  *ot  be- 
lieving him,  they  rode  on  their  way.  At  length  our  angler  determined 
to  do  that  which  a  lets  patient  one  would  have  done  long  before;  hr 
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into  fiiYOur  with  Dr.  Sheldon  *,  whose  skill  is  above 

made  one  vigoront  effort  to  land  his  BA^  broke  hit  tackle,  and  loit 
him. 

Fiahing  for  Barbel;  is,  at  best,  but  a  dall  recreation.  Yher  are  a 
anllen  fish,' and  bite  but  slowly.  The  angler  drops  in  his  bait;  the 
bullet  at  the  bottom  of  the  line  fixes  it  to  one  spot  of  the  river  -.—Tired 
with  waiting  for  a  bite,  he  generally  lays  down  his  rod,  and  exercising 
the  patience  of  a  setting-doff,  waits  till  he  sees  the  top  of  his  rod 
move;  then  begins  a  struggle  between  him  and  the  fiah,  which  he  calls 
his  R>ort ;  and  that  being  over,  he  lands  his  prize,  fresh  baits  his  hook, 
and  la  ja  in  for  another. 

LiTing  some  years  ago  in  a  village  on  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  I  was  usm  in  the  summer  months  to  be  Paiitmee  rfa 

much  in  a  boat  on  the  river.  It  chanced  that  at  BarM  Angler* 
Sh^perton,  where  I  had  been  for  a  few  days,  I  fre-> 
ouently  passed  an  elderly  gentleman  in  his  boat ;  who  appeared  to  be 
nshin^,  at  different  stations,  for  Barbel.  After  a  few  salutations  had 
passed  between  us,  and  we  were  become  a  little  acquainted ;  I  took  oc- 
casion to  enquire  of  him  what  diversion  he  had  met  with :  **  Sir,"  says 
he,  <'  I  have  had  but  bad  luck  to-day,  for  I  fish  for  Barbel,  and  you 
•«  know  they  are  not  to  be  caught  like  Gudgeons.'*  <*  It  is  very  true," 
answered  I;  «  but  what  you  want  in  tale,  I  suppose  you  make  up  in 
«  weight."  "  Why,  Sir,'^  says  he,  *<  that  is  just  as  it  happens;  it  is  true, 
**  I  like  the  sport,  and  love  to  catch  fish,  but  my  great  delight  Vkm  going 
^  after  ibem,  1*11  tell  you  what.  Sir,"  continued  he ;  "  I  am  a  man  in 
**  years ;  and  have  used  the  sea  all  my  life,  [he  had  been  an  India  captain,] 
*■  but  I  mean  to  go  no  more;  and  have  Dought  that  little  house  which 
**  you  see  there,"  [pointing  to  it,]  **  for  the  sake  of  fishing:  I  get  into  this 
**  boat"  [which  he  was  then  mopping]  **  on  a  Monday  morning,  and  fish 
**  on  till  Saturday  night,  for  Barbel  as  I  told  you,  for  that  ismjr  delight ; 
*■  and  this  I  have  sometimes  done  for  a  month  together— «nd,  in  all  that 
**  while,  have  not  had  one  bite." 

The  Barbel-angler  has,  however,  sometimes  occa- 
sion to  exult  at  the  sport  which  he  finds.  As  recently  RemariaUe  m* 
as  Aug.  9,  1807,  at  one  of  the  deeps  near  Shepperton,  stance  ofsucate, 
which  bad  been  prepared  by  bauting  the  preceding 
night, — a  party  of  four  gentlemen,  named  Emes,  Atkinson,  Hall,  Moore^ 
separated  mto  two  boats,  begzin  fishing  between  ten  and  eleven  in  the 
forenoon ;  in  aboitt  five  hours  they  caught  the  following  quantity : 


Emes  &  Atkinson. 
S  Fish,  weighing  .  .  •  90tf. 

6 32 

SO .  28 

4  _  thrown  over 


Hall  &  Moore. 
2  Fish,  weighing  .  .  •  15/^. 

20  2S 

23  32 

45  70 


42  SO 

Total,  87  fish,  weighing  ISOli. 
*  Dr.  GiUert  Sheldon;   warden  of  All  Souls  coll€^ ;  chaplain  to  king 
Charles  the  First ;   and,  after  the  restoration,  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
He  founded  the  theatre  at  Oxford ;  died  in  1677,  and  lies  buried  under 
a  stately  montunent  at  Croydon  in  Surry, 

Q  S 
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othen ;  and  of  that,  tlie  poor  that  dwell  abcmt  hiiA 
have  a  comfortable  experience. 

And  now  kt's  so  and  see  what  interest  the  Troots 
will  jiay  us,  for  letting  our  angle-rods  lie  so  long  and 
so  qdictly  in  the  water  for  their  use.  Come,  scholar  t 
which  will  you  take  up  ?' 

Ven,     Which  you  think  fit,  master. 

Pise.  Why,  you  shall  take  up  that ;  for  I  am  cer* 
tain,  by  viewing  the  line,  it  has  a  fish  at  it.  Look 
you,  scholar !  well  done !  Come !  now,  take  up  ih% 
other  too ;  well !  now  you  may  tell  my  brother  Peter, 
at  night,  tliat  you  have  caught  a  leash  of  Trouts  this 
day.  And,  now  let's  move  towards  our  lodging ;  and 
drink  a  draught  of  red-cow's  milk  as  we  go, — and  give 
pretty  Maudlin  and  her  honest  mother  a  brace  of 
Trouts  for  their  supper. 

Ven*  Master !  1  like  your  motion  very  well :  and 
I  think  it  is  now  about  mUking-time ;  and,  yonder, 
they  be  at  it. 

I^isc.  God  speed  you,  cood  woman  1 1  thank  you  both, 
for  our  songs  last  night ;  I  and  my  companion  have  had 
such  fortune  a  fishing  this  day,  that  we  resolve  to  givd 
you  and  Maudlin  a  brace  of  Trouts  for  supper ;  and 
we  will  now  taste  a  draught  of  your  red-cow*8  milk. 

Milk'W.  Marry !  and  that  you  shall  with  all  my  heart; 
and  I  will  be  still  your  debtor  when  you  come  this 
way :  If  you  will  but  speak  the  word,  I  will  make  you 
a  good  syllabub  of  new  verjuice ;  and  then  you  may- 
sit  down  in  a  haycock,  and  eat  it,—- and  Maudlin  shall 
sit  by  and  sing  you  the  good  old  song  of  the  Hunting 
in  Chevy  Chace^  or  some  other  go^  ballad,  for  she 
hath  good  store  of  them ;  Maudlin,  my  honest  Maud- 
lin, hath  a  notable  memory ;  and  she  thinks  nothing 
too  ffood  for  you,  because  you  be  such  honest  men. 

Ven.  Wc  thank  you ;  and  intend,  once  in  a  months 
to  call  upon  you  again, — and,  give  you  a  little  warn- 
ing ;  and,  so  good  night ;  good  night.  Maudlin  !  And 
now,  good  master !  let's  lose  no  ti^e :  but  tell  me  some- 
what more  of  fishing ;  and  if  you  please, — first,  some- 
thing of  fishing  for  a  Gud^on. 

Pisc.    I  wiU,  honest  scholar! 
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CHAPTER  XV, 

Obstipations  of  the  Gudgeon,  the  Ruffo,  and  the 
Bleak  ;  and  how  to  fish  for  them* 

PlSCATOR. 

THE  Gudgeon  is  reputed  a  fish  of  excellent  taste, 
and  to  be  very  wholesome.  He  is  of  a  fine  shape  ;  of 
a  silrer  colour,  and  beautified  with  black  spots  both  on 
his  body  and  tail.  He  breeds  two  or  three  times  in  the 
year;  and,  always,  in  summer.  He  is  commended  for 
a  fish  of  excellent  nourishment.  The  Germans  call 
him  Groundling',  by  reason  of  his  feeding  on  the 
ground,-— and  he,  there,feasts  hhnself,  in  sharp  streams, 
and  on  the  gravel.  He  and  the  Barbel  both  feed  so  : 
and  do  not  hunt  for  fiies  at  any  time,  as  most  other 
fishes  do.  He  is  an  excellent  fish  to  enter  a  vounc 
angler;  being  easy  to  be  taken  with  a  small  red- 
worm,  on  or  very  near  to  the  ground.  He  is  one 
of  those  leather-mouthed  fish  that  has  his  teeth  in  hia 
throat,  and  will  hardly  be  lost  off  from  the  hook  if  he 
be  once  struck. 


GTUDGEaH. 


They  be^  usually^  scattered  up  and  down  every  river 
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in  the  shallows,  in  the  heat  of  Summer :  bat  in  An- 
tumn — ^when  the  weeds  begin  to  grow  sour  and  rot,  and 
the  weather  colder— then,  they  gather  together,  and  get 
into  the  deeper  parts  of  the  water,— and  are  to  be  fished 
for,  there,  with  your  hook  always  touching  the 
ground,  if  you  fish  for  him  with  a  float,  or  with  a 
cork.  But  many  Will  fish  for  the  Gudgeon  by  hand, 
with  a  runninff-line  upon  the  ground,  without  a  cork  ; 
as  a  Trout  is  fished  for ;  and  it  is  an  excellent  way,  if 
you  have  a  gentle  rod,  and  as  gentle  a  hand  *. 

There  is  also  another  fish  called  a  Pope,  and  by 
some  a  Ruffo  ;  a  fish  that  is  not  known  to  be  in  some 
rivers :  he  is  much  like  the  Fearch,  for  his  shape,— and 
taken  to  be  better  than  the  Pearch,  but  will  not  grow  to 
be  bigger  than  a  Gud^^n.  He  is  an  excellent  fish,  no 
fish  that  swims  is  of  a  pleasanter  taste.  And  he  is, 
also,  excellent  to  enter  a  young  angler,  for  he  is  a 
greedy  biter ;  and  they  will  usually  lie,  abundance  of 
them  together,  in  one  reserved  place,  where  the  water 
is  deep  and  runs  quietly  ;  and  an  easy  angler,  if  he  has 
found  where  they  lie,  may  catch  forty  or  fifty,  or  some- 
times twice  so  many,  at  a  standing. 

You  must  fish  for  him  with  a  small  red  worm,  and 
jf  you  bait  the  ground  with  earth,  it  is  excellent. 

There  is  also  a 


•In  flddngfor  Oodgeoiub— liSTe  tnke;  and,  tverr  qwurttr  of  an  hooTt 
ralM  thft  bottom  oCthe  rittr,  and  the  fidi  will  flock  tiuthcr  ia  ihoala, 
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or  fresh- water  Sprat;  a  fish  that  is  ever  in  motioi^, 
and,  therefore,  called  by  some  the  river-swallow, 
— ^for  just  as  you  shall  observe  the  swallow  to  be, 
most  evenings  in  summer,  ever  in  motion,  making 
short  iind  quick  turns  when  he  flies  to  catch  flies, 
in  the  air,  by  which  he  lives;  so  does  the  Bleak' 
at  the  top  of  the  water.  Ausonius  would  have  him 
called'  Bleak  from  his  whitish  colour:  his  back  is  of 
a  pleasant  sad-  or  seawater«green ;  his  belly,  white 
and  shining  as  the  mountain  snow.  And  doubtless, 
though  he  liave  the  fortune — ^which  virtue  has,  in 
poor  people — to  be  neglected ;  yet  the  Bleak  ought 
to  be  much  valued,— Uiough  we  want  AUamot  salt, 
and  the  skill,  that  the  Italians  have,  to  turn  them 
into  anchovies.  This  fish  may  be  caught  with 
a  PateT'Tiosier  line*;  that  is,  Si:!^  or  eight  very 
small  hooks  tied  along  the  line,  one  half  a  foot, 
above  the  other:  I  have  seen  five  caught  thus  at 
one  time ;  and  the  bait  has  been  gentles,  than  which 
none  is  better. 

Or,  this  fish  may  be  caught  with  a  fine  small 
artificial  fly.  which  is  to  be  of  a  very  sad  brown 
colour,  ana  very  small,  and  the  hook  answerable« 
There  is  no  better  sport  than  whipping  for  Bleaks, 
—in  a  boat,  or  on  a  bank — in  the  swill  water,  in  a 
Summer's  evening;  with  a  hazel  top  about  five  or 
six  foot  long,  and  a  line  twice  the  length  of  the 
rod : — I  have  heard  Sir  Henry  Wotton  sav,  that 
there  be  many  that,  in  Italy,  will  catch  swallows  so, 
*-or,  especially,  martins +;  this  bird-angler  stand- 
ing on  the  top  of  a  steeple  to  do  it^ — and  with  a  line 
twice  so  long  as  I  have  spoken  of.  And  let  me  tell 
you,  scholar!  that  both  Martins  and  Bleaks  be  mos^ 
excellent  meat^ 

*  A  rosary  or  string  of  beads,  is  used  by  the  Roman  Catholic  deroteea 
to  assist  them  in  numbering  their  PaUr^ntters  or  prayersf  a  line  with 
many  hooks  at  small  distances  from  each  other,  though  it  little  rt* 
aembles  a  string  of  beads,  is  thence  called  a  Paier'nHUr  line. 

t  This  is  a  common  practice  in  England. 
Q  S 


tT4!  THE  COMPUTE  AMGLBE.      FA&T  I. 

And  let  me  tdl  you,  that  I  bare  known  a  Hem  that 
did  constantly  frequent  one  place,  caught  with  a  hook 
baited  with  a  big  minnow,  or  a  small  gudgeon.  The 
line  and  book  must  be  strong, — and  tied  to  some  loose 
staff,  so  big  as  she  cannot  fly  away  with  it;  a  lipe  not 
ej^ceedivg  two  yards, 
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CHAPTER    XVL 
Is  of  nothing;  or^  that  which  is  nt>thing  worth. 

PiSCATOR* 

MY  purpose  was:  To  give  you  some  directions^ 
'ConcM^rning  Koach  and  Dace,  and  some  other  inferior 
fish  which  make  the  angler  excellent  sport;  for  you 
know  there  is  more  pleasure  in  huutinff  the  hare  than 
in  eating  her  :  But  I  will  forbear^  at  this  time,  to  say 
any  more ;  because  you  see,  yonder,  come  our  brother 
Peter  and  honest  Coridon.  But  I  will  promise  you, 
that — as  you  and  I  fish,  and  walk,  to-morrow,  towards 
London — if  I  have,  now,  forgotten  any  thing  that  I 
can,  then,  remember,  I  wilt  not  keep  it  from  you« 

Well  met,  gentlemen!  this  is  lucky  that  we  meet 
«o,  just  together^  at  this  very  door.  Come,  hostess  i 
where  are  you  ?  is  supper  ready  ? .  Gome,  first,  give 
us  drink :  And  be  as  quick  as  you  can ;  for  I  believe 
we  are  all  very  hungry.  Well,  brother  Peter  and 
Coridon !  to  you  both.  Come,  drink !  and  then  tell 
me  what  luck,  of  fish :  We  two  have  caught  but  ten 
trouts,  of  which  my  scholar  caught  three :  look  !  here's 
eight,  and  a  brace'  we  gave  away.  We  have  had  a 
most  pleasant  day,  for  fishing  and  talking;  and 
are  returned  home,  both  weary  and  hungry,— and, 
now,  meat  and  rest  will  be  pleasant. 

Pet-  And  Coridon  and  I  have  not  had  an  unplea« 
«ant  day  :  and  yet  I  have  caught  but  five  trouts ;  for, 
indeed,  we  went  to  a  good  honest  ale-house,— and, 
there,  we  played  at  shovel-board  half  the  day;  all 
the  time  that  it  rained  we  were  there,  and  as  merrv 
as  they  that  fished.  And  I  am  glad,  we  are  now  with 
a  dry  house  over  our  heads ;  for,  hark !  how  it  rains 
and  blows.    Come,  hostess !  give  113  more  ale^  and  our 

a  1 
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supper  wilh  what  haste  you  may  c  and  ^hen  we  have 
supped,  let  us  have  your  song,  iPiscator!  and  the 
catch  that  your  scholar  promised  us ;  or,  else,  Coridoa 
-will  be  dogged. 

Pise.  Nay,  I  will  not  be  worse  than  my  word; 
you  shall  not  want  my  song,  and  1  hope  I  shall  bo 
perfect  in  it. 

Ven,  And  I  hope  the  like  for  my  catch,  which  I 
have  ready  too :  and,  therefore,  let's  go  merrily  to 
supper, — and  then  have  a  geiitle  touch  at  singing  i^d 
drinking-,  but  the  last  with  raodefalion. 

Cor.  t'ome !  now  for  your  song  j  for  we  have  fe4 
heartily.  Come,  hostess!  lay  a  few  more  sticks  on 
the  fire.     And,  now,  sing  when  you  will. 

Pise.  Well  then,  here's  to  you,  Coridon!  and| 
^  jnow  for  my  song. 


Oh  the  gallant  fisher'i  life, 

It  18  the  best  of  aoj ; 
*Ti8  full  of  pleasure,  void  of  stnlet 
And  'tis  beloT'd  by  manj  s 
Other  jojs 
Are  but  tojs  t 
^        Only  this 
Lawful  is ; 
I  For  oar  skiH 

I  Breeds  no  ill, 

I  But,  oontent  and  pleasi|ret 

In  a  moroiniTi  ^P  ▼«  rise* 
Ere  Aurora's  peeping  % 
Drink  a  cap  to  wash  oar  eyet ; 
Leafe  the  sluggard  sleeping  r 
Then  we  go, 
To  and  fro, — 
With  oar  knacks 
At  oar  backs,-— 
To  sach  streams 
'  As  the  Tbamesj 
If  ^e  haTe  the  leisure* 


.At-auiet  Sc. 
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When  we  please  to  walk  abroad 

For  our  recreation  $ 

III  the  ieldf  is  our  abode. 

Full  of  delectation : 

Where,  in  a  brook. 

With  a  hook — 

Or,  a  lake— > 

Fish  we  takei 

There  we^it. 

For  a  bit. 
Till  we  fish  entanj^le. 


We  haTe  gentles  in  a  horn. 

We  ha?e  paste  and  worms  ioo$ 
We  can  watch  both  night  and  moiDi 
Suffer  rain  and  storms  too: 

Nope  do  here 

Use  to  swear  I 

Oaths  do  fraj 

Fisli  awaj : 

We  sit  still, 

And  watch  our  quill } 
Fiihcrs  most  not  wrangle* 


If  the  sun's  ezoessiTe  heat 
Make  our  bodies  swelter, 

Tp  an  osier  edge  we  get 
For  a  friendlj  shelter; 

Where — ^in  a  dike^ 
Fearch  or  Pike, 
Roach  or  DaoB> 
We  do  chase; 
Bleak  or  Gudgeon, 
Without  grudging; 

We  are  still  contented. 


Or,  we  somettmes  pass  an  hour 
Under  a  green  willow, 

That  defends  us  fh>m  a  shower; 
Making  earth  our  ptllew : 
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Wbere»  we  maj 
Think  and  pray 
Before  death 
Stops  onr  breath* 
Other jojt 
Are  bat  tojg. 
And  to  be  lameoted*. 

J.  CHALKHILL. 

•  This,  in  its  kind,  is  a  ffood  song.  The  following,  taken  from  Cotton'a 
Foimst  870.  1689,  is  to  the  same  purpose;  and  well  desenres  a  pUot 
here* 

I. 

Away  to  the  brook  ; 

AU  your  tackle  out-look ; 
Hcre*s  a  day  that  is  worth  a  year*s  wishing. 

See  that  all  things  be  right ; 

For  'twould  be  a  spight, 
To  want  tools  when  a  man  goes  a-fishing. 

Your  r«i,  with  tofi  two  ; 
For  the  same  will  not  do. 
If  your  manner  of  angling  you  vary : 

*  And  full  well  may  you  thinks— 
If  you  troll  with  a  pink. 

One  too  weak  will  be  apt  to  miscarry. 

III. 

Then  basket,  neat  made 

By  a  master  in*s  trade. 
In  a  belt  at  your  shoulders  must  dangle; 

For  none,  e'er,  was  so -vain 

To  wear  this  to  disdain, 
Who  a  true  brother,  was,  of  the  angle. 

rv. 

Next,  pouch  must  not  £ul; 

Stuff*d,  as  full  as  a  mail. 
With  waz^  crewels,  silks,  hair,  fors,  and  featheivi»- 

To  make  seyeral  flies. 

For  the  several  skies. 
That  shall  kill  in  despite  of  all  weatheiv. 

V. 

The  boxes  and  books 

•  For  your  lines  and  your  hooks; 

And,  though  aot  t>r  ttoct  aoed  lutinthstsmdiiig. 
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Ven,    Well  sung,  in&ster  I  this  day's  forbinej  and 
pleasare;   and  this  night's  company j  and  song ;  do^ 


Your  scissars  and  bone 
To  adjust  your  points  on; 
With  a  net  to  be  sure  of  your  landing. 

VI. 

All  these  being  on, 

Tis  high  time  we  were  gone- 
Down — and  upward — ^that  all  may  have  pleasure  t 

Till,  nere  meeting  at  night. 

We  shall  have  the  delight 
To  discourse  of  our  fortunes  at  leisure. 

vn. 

The  day's  not  too  bright^ 

And  the  wind  hits  us  right. 
And  all  nature  does  seem  to  invite  us| 

We  have  all  things  at  will 

For  to  second  our  ddll, 
A*  they  all  did  conspire  to  delight  us, 

VIII. 

On  stream  now—or,  still— 

A  large  panier  will  [we'll]  fill. 
Trout  and  Grayling  to  rise  are  so  willing ; 

1  dare  venture  to  savr^ 

'Twill  be  a  bloody  day. 
And  we  all  shall  be  weary  of  kilUng. 

IX. 

Away.thenl  awayl 

We  lose  sport  by  delar. 
But,  first,  leave  all  our  sorrows  behind  us: 

If  Miss  Porfrntft  fhould  comt. 

We  ar^  all  gone  from  hoxDMfmm 
And,  a-fidiing,  she  never  can  find  us. 

X. 

The  aneler  is  free 

From  £e  cares  that  Degret 
Finds  itself,  with,  so  often,  tormented. 

And  although  we  should  slay. 

Each,  ahnndredaday,— 
^is  a  slaughter  needs  ne'er  be  repented. 

XL 

And  though  we  display 
All  our  arts,  to  betray 
Whst  wtK  floadelbr  aiu's  pUaioM  anddi^c  I 
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all,  Hiake  me  more  and  more  in  love  vriih  angling. 
Gentlemen  !  my  master  left  me  alone,  for  an  hour,  this 
day;  and  I  verUy  believe,  he  retired  himself  from  talk- 
ing with  me,  that  he  might  be  so  perfect  in  this  song,—* 
^as  it  not^  master  ? 

Yet  both  princes  and  states 
May,  for  all  our  quaint  baits, 
Rule  themselves  and  their  people  in  quiet. 

XII. 

We  scratch  not  our  pates. 

Nor  repine,  at  the  rates 
Our  superiors  impose  on  our  living: 

But  ^o  frankly  submit, — 

Knowing  they  have  more  wit 
In  demftodlng,  than  we  have  in  giving^ 

XIII, 

While  quiet  we  sit. 

We  conclude  all  things  fit; 
Acquiescing  with  hearty  submission  u 

For,  though  simple,  we  know 

That  soft  murmurs  will  grow. 
At  the  last,  unto  downright  sedition. 

XIV. 

We  care  not  who  says, 

And  intends  it  dispraise, 
That  an  angler  t*  a  fool  Ib  next  neighboov : 

Let  him  prate;  wluit  care  we  t 

We're  as  honest  as  he ; 
And  80  let  him  take  that  for  his  labour. 

XV. 

We  covet  no  wealth 

But  the  blMtMff  of  health  ; 
And  thai  greater— ^ood  conscience  within  u«. 

Such  devotion  we  bring 

To  our  God,  and  our  King,«- 
That  from  eitheri  no  offers  can  win  us. 

XVI. 

While  we  sit  and  fish,— 

We  pray,  as  we  wish. 
For  long  life  to  our  khig,  James  the  Second. 

Honest  anglers*  then,  may,  . 

Or  they've  very  foul  play. 
With  thp  best  of  good  subjects  oe  reckon'd. 
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Pise.  Yes,  indeed ;  for  it  is  many  years  since  I 
learned  it, — and  having  forgotten  a  part  of  it^  I  was 
forced  to  patch  it  up  by  the  help  of  mine  own  invention ; 
who  am  not  excellent  at  poetry,  as  my  part  of  the  song 
may  testify  :  but  of  that  I  will  say  no  i^ore,  lest  yon 
should  think  I  mean,  by  discommending  it,  to  beg  jour 
commendations  of  it.  And  therefore,  without  replica- 
tions, lei's  hear  your  catch,  scholar  !  which  I  hope  will 
be  a  good  one ;  for  you  are  both  musical,  and  have  a 
good  fancy  to-boot. 

Ven.  Marry !  and  that  you  shall ;  and  as  freely, 
as  I  would  have  my  honest  master  tell  me  some  more 
secrets  of  fish  and  fishing,  as  we  walk,  and  fish,  towards 
London  to-morrow.  But  master !  first  let  me  tell  you. 
That  very  hour  which  you  were  absent  frpm  me,  I 
sat  down  under  a  willow-tree  by  the  water-side ;  wad 
considered  what  you  had  told  me — of  the  owner  of  thi^ 
pleasant  meadow  in  which  you  then  left  me — ^that  he  had 
a  plentiful  estate,  and  not  a  heart  to  think  so ;  that  he 
had,  at  this  time  many  law-suits  depending;  and 
that  they,  both  damped  his  mirth,  and  took  up  so 
much  of  his  time  and  thoughts,  that  he  himself  had 
not  leisure  to  take  the  sweet  content  that  /,  wh# 
pretended  no  title  to  them,  took  in  his  fields  * :    for 

*  There  is  so  much  fine  and  useful  morality  included  in  this  sentiment, 
— ^that  to  let  it  pass  would  be  inexcusable  in  one  who  pretends  to  illustrate 
the  author*8  meaning,  or  display  his  excellencies.  The  precept  which  he, 
evidently,  meant  to  mculcate;  is  a  very  comfortable  one,  viz.  that  some  of 
the  greatest  pleasures  human-nature  is  capable  of,  lie  open,  and  in  common, 
to  the  poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  It  is  not  necessary,  tliat  a  man  should 
have  tne  fee-simple  of  all  the  land,  in  prospect  from  Windsor  terras, 
or  Richmond  hill,  to  enjoy  the  beauty  of  those  two  delightful 
situations;  nor  can  we  imagine  that  no  one,  but  lord  Burlington, 
was  ever  delighted  in  the  view  of  his  most  elegant  villa  at  Chls- 
wick. 

But  that  excellent  moralist.  Dr.  Francis  Hutcheson,  late  of  Glasgow, 
has  a  passage  to  this  purpose;  which  is  a  much  better  comment  on 
this  reflection  than  any  we  can  give :  <<  As  often,"  says  he,  **  as  thp 
**  more  important  offices  of  virtue  allow  any  intervals,— our  time  is 
**  agreeably  and  honourably  employed  in  history,  natural  or  civil;  in 
**  geometry ;  astronomy ;  poetry  ;  painting ;  and  musick ;  or,  such  enter- 
ed tainments  as  ingenious  arts  aflord.  And  some  of  the  s-weetett  en- 
«*  joyments,  of  this  sort,  require  no  property ;  nor  need  we,  ever,  want 
•«  the  objects.  If  familiarity  abates  the  pleasure  of  the  more  obvious 
**  bMUties  of  nattire,  their  more  exquisite  inward  structures  may  give  new 


S8f  tH£  COMPLBTC  AKOI.br.  ^AKT  U 

I  could  there  sit  quietly ;  and,  looking  on  the  water, 
see  some  fishes  sport  themselyes  in  the  silver  streams^ 
others  leaping  at  flies  of  several  shapes  and  colours,— 
looking  on  the  hills,  I  could  behold  them  spotted 
"with  woods  and  groves, — looking  down  the  meiulows, 
could  see,  here,  a  boy  gathering  lillies  and  lady- 
smocks,  and,  there,  a  girl  cropping  culverkeys  and 
cowslips,  all  to  make  garlands  suitable  to  this  pre* 
sent  month  of  May:  these,  and  many  other  fi^ld- 
flowers,  so  perfumed  the  air,— that  I  thought  that 
very  meadow  like  that  field  in  Sicily  of  which  Diodorus 
speaks,  where  the  perfumes  arising  from  the  place,  make 
all  dogs  that  hunt  in  it  to  fall  off,  and  io  lose  their 
hottest  scent,  I  say,  as  I,  thus,  sat;  joying  in  my  own 
happy  condition ;  and  pitying  this  poor  rich«man,  that 
owned  this  and  many  other  pleasant  groves  and  meadows 
about  me ;  I  did  thankfully  remember  what  my  Saviour 
said,  that  the  meek  possess  the  earthy — or  rather,  thbt 
BN  JOT  what  the  others  possess  and  en  jot  not  ;  for 
anglers  and  meek  quiet-spirited  men,  are  free  from  those 
high,  those  restless  thoughts,  which  corrode  the  sweets 
of  life,— and  they,  and  they  only,  can  say;  as  the  poet 
has  happily  exprest  it: 

Hail,  blest  estote  of  lowlloesi  I 

Happ7  enjojinentg !  of  luch  miods. 
At,  rich  in  self-oonteDtedoesf, 

Can,  lilie  Uie  reeds,  in  roughest  windt,— 

Bj  jieldiog,  make  that  blow  but  fman 

At  which  proud  oaks  and  cedars  fall. 

There  caroe,  also,  into  my  mind  at  that  time,  certain 
verses  in  praise  of  a  mean  estate  and  an  humble  mind: 
they  were  written  by  Phineas  Fletcher  *;  an  excdlent 

"  delights,  and  the  stores  of  nature  are  inexhaustible.**    See  his  System  of 
Moral  Fbilojtf  bit  hook  h  Chap.  7. 

*  It  would  De  great  Injustice  to  the  memory  of  this  person  whose 
name  is  now  hardly  known,  to  pass  him  by  without  notice.  The  son 
of  Giles  Fletcher,  doctor  of  laws,  and  ambassador  from  Queen  Elizabeth 
to  the  Buke  of  Muscovy,— Pi&iiM«/  Fletcher  was  fellow  <rf  Klng*s  collesr, 
Cambridge,  and  the  author  of  a  fine  allegorical  poem,  intituled,  uui 
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divine,  and  an  excellent  angler ;  and  the  author  of 
excellent  Piscatory  Eclogues^  in  which  you  sliall  see 
the  picture  of  this  good  man's  mind  :  And  I  wish  mine 
to  be  like  it. 

No  emptj  hopes,  do  courtly  fears  him  fright  i 

No  begging  wants  his  middle  fortcme  bite : 

Bat  sweet  content  exiles,  both,  miserj  and  spite. 

PmrfU  liUmi^  printed,  at  Cambridge,  with  other  of  his  poems,  m 
%^.  16SS ;  fnmi  whence  the  passage  m  the  text,  with  a  little  Tariation 
is  taken.  The  reader  will  not  be  displeased  with  a  more  entire  quo* 
tatioD  from  that  work;  which  for  its  elegant  pastoral  simplicity,  I 
could  wish  to  see  equalled. 

Let  others  trust  the  seas,  dare  death  and  hell. 

Search  either  Inde,  Tatmt  of  their  scars  and  wounds : 

Let  others  their  dear  breath — nay,  silence — sell 
To  fools ;  andr— swoln,  not  rich — stretch  out  their  botmds,-* 

By  spoiling  those  that  live,  and,  wrongine  dead  ; 

That  they  may  drink  in  pearl,--and  couch  their  head 

In  soft,  but  sleepless  down;  in  rich,  but  restless  bed. 

Oh !  let  them,  in  their -gcdd,  ^afF  dropsies  down ; 

Oh !  let  them  surfeits  feast,  m  silver  bright ; 
While  su^  hires  the  taste,  the  brain  to  drown,-— 

And  bribes  of  sauce  corrupt  false  Appetite, 
His  master's  rest,  health,  heart,  life,  soul  to  selL 
Thus,  plenty — fulness— ^ckness— ring  their  knell  l 
Death  weds,  and  beds  them;  first,  in  grave;  and,  then,  in  helL 

But,  ah!  let  me,  under  some  Kentish  hill. 
Near  rolling  Medway ,  'mong  my  shepherd  peersi 

With  fearless  merry-make  and  piping,  still 
Securely  pass  my  few  and  slow-pac'd  years : 

While  yet  the  great  Augustus  •  of  our  nation  [*  K.  James  I, 

Shuts  up  old  Janus  in  this  long  cessation. 

Strengthening  our  pleasing  ease, — and  gives  us  sure  vacation. 

There  may  I,  master  of  a  little  flock, 
Feed  my  poor  lambs,  and  often  change  their  fare. 

My  lovely  mate  shall  tend  my  sparing  stock^; 
And  nurse  my  little- ones,  witn  pleasing  care. 

Whose  love  and  look  shall  speak  their  father  plain. 

Health  be  my  feast  ;—heavn,  hope;  content,  my  gain« 

So  in  my  iUtU  honse,  my  lesser  heart  shall  reign. 

The  beech  shall  yield  a  cool,  safe  canopy. 
While  down  I  sit,  andchaunt  toth'  echoing  wood. 

Ah!  singin^,^  might  I  live:  and,  singing,  die ; 
80|  by  fiur  Thune$|  or  silver  Medway's  flood— 
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Hit  oertaia  life,  that  never  can  deceive  him^ 
Is  fall  of  thonsBnd  sweeti,  and  rich  coDtent; 

The  tmooth'd-leav'd  beeches  in  the  field  receive  bim. 
With  coolest  shade,  till  noon-tide's  heat  be  spent* 


The  djriii^  iwan,  when  years  her  temples' fierce, 

In  musick-strains,  breathes  out  her  life  and  verse; 

And,  chaantiDg  her  own  dirge,  tides  on  her  watrj  heirie; 

FmrfU  Island,  Canto  L 

The  innocence  of  angling ;  the  delightfui  scenes  with  which  it  is  con- 
versant ;  and  its  associated  pleasures  of  ease,  retirement,  and  meditation; 
have  been  a  motive  to  the  introduction  of  a  new  species  of  eck^;ue, 
where  fishers  are  actors,  as  shepherds  are  in  the  pastoraL  Mr.  Addison, 
it  is  true,  has  censured  Sannazarius  for  such  an  attempt :  but  it  is  to  be 
remembered,  that  his  are  sea-edogues;  the  very  idea  of  which  is,  surely, 
inconsistent  with  the  calmness  and  tranquillity  of  the  pastoral  life, — not 
to  say,  that  oysters  and  cray-fish  are  no  very  elegant  or  persuasive  bribes 
to  the  favour  of  a  mistress.  But  the  ancient  writers  of  P«i/0raA— Bion, 
Theocritus,  Moschus,  and  others— included,  under  that  species,  the  man- 
ners of  h^dsmen,  vine-dresaers,  and  others ;  and  why  those  of  fishers 
are  to  be  excluded,  the  legislators  of  Pastoral  would  do  well  to  in- 
finrmus. 

Of  those  who  have  attempted  this  kind  of  poetry,  the  above-men- 
tioned Mr.  Fletcher  is  one ;  and  in  the  same  volume  vnth  the  Pur^ 
Jilamd  are  several  poems,  which  he  calls  P'ucaUry  Echguts,  from  whenc* 
thejfoUowing  passage  is  extracted. 

Ah!  would  thou  knew*st  how  much  it  better  were 

To  bide  amone  the  simple  fisher-swains. 
No  shrieking  owl,  no  night-crow  lod^eth  here; 
Nor  is  our  simple  pleasure  mix'd  with  pains. 
Onr  sports  bcnnn  with  the  beginning  rear: 
In  calms— to  pufi  the  leaping  fim  to  hmo; 
In  roughs— to  sing,  and  dance  along  the  golden  sand« 

1  have  a  pipe,  which  once  thou  lovedst  well; 
(Was  never  pipe  that  gave  a  better  sound;) 
Which,  oft,  to  hear,  fair  Thetis  from  her  cell- 
Thetis,  the  queen  of  seas,  attended  round 
With  hundred  nymphs,  and  many  pow'rs  that  dwell 
In  th*  ocean's  rocky  walls — came  up  to  hear; 
Aad  gave  me  gifts,  which  sdO  for  thee  lie  hoarded  here. 

Here,  with  svreet  bavs,  the  lovely  mvrtles  grow. 

Where  th'  ocean's  cur-cheek'd  maidens  oft  repair ; 
Here,  to  my  pipe  they  dancen  on  a  row. 

No  other  swains  may  come  to  note  they're  fair: 
Yet  my  Amyntas,  there,  with  me  shall  go. 
Proteos  himself  pipes  to  his  flocks  hereby, 
Whom  thoo  sfaalt  bear^  ne'er  tarn  by  any  jealoas  eye. 

Sel^Mf  h 


A.g.Vp<?T 
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His  life  is  leitber  tost  itt  boisf  roas  seas, 

Or  the  Tezatious  world ;  or  lost  in  slothful  ease. 

Pleased  and  fall  blest,  be  liyes,  when  he  hb  God  can  please. 

His  bed,  more  safe  than  soft,  yields  quiet  sleeps. 

While  hy  his  side  his  faithful  spouse  hath  place ; 
His  little  SOD,  into  his  bosom  creeps. 

The  lively  picture  of  his  father^s  foce. 
His  humble  house,  or  poor  state,  neVr  torment  him ; 
Less  he  could  like,  if  less  his  God  had  lent  him. 
And  when  he  dies,  gxttn  turfs  do  for  a  tomb  content  him. 

Gentlemen  I  these  were  a  part  of  the  thoughts  that 
then  possessed  me.  And  I.  there,  made  a  conversion 
of  a  piece  of  an  old  catch*,  and  added  more  to  it ; 

And — besides  Mr.  Phineas  Fletcher— a  gentleman  now  living,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Mow  Srewtie,  has  obliged  the  world  with  Piscatory  Eclogues^ 
which  I  would  recommend  to  all  lovers  of  poetry  and  angling;  and  am 
much  mistaken  if  the  fifth  of  them,  intitled  Reno€k*s  Despair^  is  not,  by 
&r,  the  best  imitation  of  Milton*8  Ljcidas^  that  has  ever  yet  appeared. 

*  The  song  here  sung  can  in  no  sense  of  the  word  be  termed  a  catch : 
It  was  probably  set  to  musick  at  the  request  of  Walton,  and  is  to  be  found 
in  a  book,  entitled.  Select  Ay  res  and  Dialogues  for  oue^  ttvo,  and  three  F'oyces; 
'to  the  TheorbO'Lute  and  Basse  Fiol.  By  Joim  Wilson  and  Charles  Coleman, 
'doctors  in  musick,  Henry  Lawes  and  others.  Fol.  London,  1659.  It  occurs 
in  the  first  edition  of  Walton's  book,  published  in  1653. 

The  reader  is  not  to  wonder  at  this  motion  of  Venator  s^  nor  that  PLca» 
Hr  SO  readily  accepts  it.  At  the  time  when  Walton  wrote,  andlong  before,-— 
musick  was  so  generally  well  understood,  that  a  man  who  had  any  voice 
or  ear,  was  always  supposed  to  be  able  to  sing  his  part,  in  a  nudrigal 
or  song,  at  sight.  Peacham  requires  of  his  gentleman,  only  to  be  able 
**  tQ  sing  his  part  sure,  and  at  the  first  sight ;  and,  withal,  to  play  the 
**  same  on  the  viol  or  lute."  Compl.  Gent,  loa  And  Philomathes,  in 
Morley*s  excellent  Introduction  to  practical  mttsick,  fol.  Land,  1597,  thus  com- 
plains ;  [at  the  banquet  of  master  Sophobulus]  **  Supper  bemg  ended ; 
**  and  musick-books,  according  to  cunom,  being  brought  to  table,  the 
**  mistress  of  the  house  presented  me  with  a  part,  earnestly  requesting  me 
**  to  sing.  But  when,  af^er  many  excuses,  I  protested  unfeignedly,  that 
*<  I  could  not, — every  one  began  to  wonder;  yea,  lome  whispered  to 
**  others,  demanding  how  I  was  brought  up.  So  that,  upon  sname  of 
**  mine  ignorance,  I  go,  now,  to  seek  out  mine  old  friend,  master  Gno- 
"  rimus,  to  make  myself  bis  scholar.** 

Another  circumstance,  which  shews  how  generally  musick  was  formerly 
known  and  practised  in  England,  occurred  to  me,  upon  the  sight  of  an 
old  Book  of  Enigmas;  to  every  one  of  which  the  author  has  prefixed 
a  wooden  cut  of  the  subject  of  the  enigma.  The  solution  to  one  of  these, 
is — ^A  barber:  and  the  cut  represents  a  barber*s  shop,  in  which  there  is 
one  person  sitting  in  a  chair  under  the  barber's  hands;  while  another, 
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fitting  them  fo  be  sung  by  us  an^Ien.  Come,  master! 
^ou  caQ  sing  well;  you  most  smg  a  part  of  it  as  it 
IS  in  this  paper. 

who  ii  WMting  for  his  turn,  it  plajing  on  the  lute;  and  on  the  tide  of  the 
^op,  hangs  another  instrument  of  the  hite  or  cittern  <kiAd.  The  inference 
I  draw  from  hence  is:  that,  farmerly,  a  late  was  considered  as  a  necessary 
part  of  the  furniture  of  a  harbor's  shop,  and  answered  the  end  of  a  news* 
paper,  the  now  common  amusement  of  waiting  customers;  which  it 
would  never  haye  done,  if  musick  had  not,  as  is  above  observed,  been  ge- 
nerally known  and  practised. 

In  an  old  comedy  of  Dekker's,  entidbd,  «  The  second  part  of  the  ho- 
**  nest  Whore,"  printed  in  Dodsley's  ColUdhmy  vol  iii.  edit  1780,  Matheo 
speaking  of  his  wife,  terms  her,  ^  a  barber**  eUUrmc  for  every  serving-mao 
**  to  ^laj  upon." 

This  instrument  grew  into  disuse  about  the  bM^innin^  of  this  centni^ 
Dr.  King,  taking  occasion  to  mentiqn  the  barbery  of  his  tune,  says  **  that 
<*  turning  themselves  to  perriwig-making,  they  had  forgot  their  eitttm 
«  and  their  musick.'*     Works  of  Dr.  Wilham  I^g,  vol.  u.  p.  79. 

And  the  knowledge  of  this  fact  will  enable  us  to  explain  and  justify  a 
passage  in  Ben  Jonson's  comedy  of  The  Silent  Womau^  which  none  of  nis 
annotators  seem  to  have  understood.  Morose,  in  act  III.  scene  5.  of  that 
play — after  he  has  discovered  that  his  supposed  wife  can  talk,  and  that  to 
the  purpose  too— cries  out,  of  Cutberdy  ••  That  cursed  barber;— I  have 
**  married  his  Cittern  that's  common  to  all  men."  Mr.  Upton,  in  his 
Notet  on  that  play,  supposes  we  should  read  Cijtemf  i.  e,  the  conunon  sink* 
the  common  sewer,  astern,  or  receptacle :  or,  he  says,  we  may  read 
Cittern  in  a  sense  that  has  no  relation  to  a  barber's  shop.  But  whe* 
ther  the  circumstance  above-mentioned,  does  not  render  any  such  conjec- 
tures needless,  the  ingenious  reader  will  determine. 

Mr.  Henry  Zav/est  who  composed  the  musick  to  this  song,  was  the  Pur* 
cell  of  the  age  he  lived  in:  Mr.  Waller  has  honoured  him  with  a  Cefy  ef 
Verses^  inscribed  ^  To  Mr.  Henry  Lawes,  who  had  then  new  set  a  song  dT 
*'  mine,  in  the  year  1 635."  And  Milton  has  celebrated  his  merit  in  an  ele- 
gant sonnet,  **  to  Mr.  H.  Lawes,  on  his  airs."  Milton  was  an  excellent 
judge,  and  performer,  of  musick;  a  particular  which*  as  it  has  been  very 
•uperficially  mentioned  by  the  many  writers  of  his  life,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
to  enlarge  on  here.  And«  first,  we  are  to  know,  that  his  affection  to  this  act 
was,  in  some  sort,  hereditary;  for  his  father  was  not  only  a  lover,  but  a 
composer  of  musick :  the  common  melody,  known  by  the  name  of  York 
psalm^une^  which  most  country  chimes  play,  and  hadf  the  nurses  in  th^i 
kingdom  sing  by  way  of  lullaby,  was  of  nis  composition,  as  appears  by  Ra» 
venscroft's  Collection  of  Beolm^tunesy  and  other  evidences.  He  also  composed 
many  Madrigals,  in  four  and  five  parts:  some  of  which  are  to  be  seen  m  the 
Triumfbs  of  Oriana ;  a  collection  of  madrigals  to  five  and  six  voices,  com* 
posed  Dy  divers  authors,  4to.  Lond.  1601 ;  and  in  other  collections.  And 
lastly,  it  appears  from  tiie  Life  of  Milton^  by  his  nephew  Philips,  prefixed 
to  a  Translation  of  some  ot  his  LeHers  of  State,  printed  in  l^o.  I$94» 
that  Milton  the  father,  composed  an  In  Nomney  of  forty  parts;  fior 
which  he  was  rewarded,  by  a  Polish  prince  to  whom  he  presented  tt» 
with  a  gold  medal  and  chain.  And  we  are  also  told,  by  the  above 
mentione<l  nephew  of  Milton,  that  when  he  was  upon  his  travelf» 
he  collected  a.  chest  or  two  of  choice  musick-booka  of  the  best  mastera 
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Pei»  I  *,  marry,  Sir  I  this  isnosick      -•  Ar  tje,  as  tmt^ 
indeed ;  this  has  chear*d  raj  heart,  and    *i^* »  Sbaiu/Mn, 
made  me  to  remember  six  verses  in 
praise  of  musick,  inrhich  I  will  speak  to  you  instantly. 

Mnsick  I  mincnloiu  rliet'rid[,  that  tpaak'tt  leiiM 

Witboot  a  tOopMy  exoelliDs  eloquence  i 

With  what  eaie  mlf^ht  thj  errors  be  excu'd^ 

Wert  then  ai  tnHj  lor'd  asth'  art  abus'd! 

But  thous^h  dun  souli  nef^lecty  and  some  repro?e  thee, 

I  cannot  bate  thee,  'cause  the  Angels  love  thee  +• 

flourishine  at  that  time  in  Italy,  namdy,  Luca  Marenzioy  Monteverde, 
Horatio  Vecchi,  Cifra,  the  Prince  of  Venoss,  and  others. 

It  should  seem  that  Lawes  and  Milton  were  well  acquainted,  for  the 
former  composed  the  original  mnsick  to  the  masque  of  Cmmtu ;  and,  at  the 
exhibition  of  that  performance  at  Ludlow-castle,  acted  the  part  of  the  at- 
tendant spiri^  The  best  account  extant  of  him,  except  that  in  the  Ath*M, 
Ox0m»  is  contained  in  Mr.  Penton's  note  op  the  poem  ot  ICr.  Waller,  aboTo* 
mentioned* 

And,  now  I  vn  upoii  this  subject,  I  will  tell  the  reader  a  secret ;  which 
tsjThat  musidc  was,  in  its  g;reatest  perfection,  in  Europe,  firom  about  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  to  the  beginmng  of  the  seventeenth  century ;  when^ 
with  a  -variety  of  treble-instruments,  a  vicious  taste  was  introduced,  and 
:rocal  harmony  received  its  mortal  wound.  In  this  periods  ■"flourished 
Palestrina ;  the  Prince  of  Venosa ;  and  the  several  other  authors  above* 
mentioned  to  have  been  collected  by  Milton ;  and,  to  the  immortal  honour 
jof  this  nation,  our  own  Tallis  and  Byrd ;  and,  some  years  after— in  the 
more  elennt  kinds  of  composition,  such  as  madrigals,  canaonets,  ls^f^^» 
Wilbye,  Weelkes,  Bennet,  Morleyt  Bateson,  and  othersi  whose  wo^ 
shew  deep  skill  and  fine  invention* 

•I;  See  tiieae  Ferses,  vridi  some  small  variation ;  at  the  end  of  the  bookt 
entitled.  Select  Ay  ret  and  /)/W0^«/,  referred  to  from  pa*  1S9,  n.;  vrith 
••  IF.  Z>.  knight/'  under  die  bottom  line,  which  I  take  to  signify,  that 
they  were  vmttai  by  Sir  William  Davenant. 

And  let  me  be  excused,  if;  from  the  sanie  book,  I  here  insert  the  fol 
lowing  verses,  on  the  subject  of  musick,  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph, and  printed  among  his  poemai 

.  Musickt  thou  queen  of  souls,  get  up  and  string 
Thv  pow'rful  lute :  and  some  sad  Mtqnitm  suigy 
Till  rocks  requite  thy  echo  vrith  a  gioan* 
And  the  dull  clifis  rqpeat  the  duller  tone : 
Then,  on  a  sudden,  with  a  nimble  hand. 
Run  gently  o*er  the  chords ;  and,  so,  command 
The  pine  to  dance,  the  oak  his  roots  forego^ 
The  nolm  and  aged  elm  to  foot  it  too ; 
Myrtles  sliall  caper,  lofty  cedars  run. 
And  call  the  courtly  palm  to  make  up  one: 
—Then,  in  the  midst  of  all  their  joUy  train. 
Strike  aiad  note ;  end  fix  them  trees  again. 
II  3 
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Ven.  And  the  repetition  of  these  last  verses,  of 
miistck»  has  called  to  my  memory  what  Mr.  .£d. 
Waller,  a  loyer«of-the»angle  ♦,  says  of  lore  and  muslck. 

While  I  listen  to  thy  voice, 

Chlorii  1 .1  feel  mj  life  decaj  » 
That  powerful  noi«e 

Calls  mjr  fleetioip  soul  a^mj: 
Oh  I  sapprtss  that  nai^ic  so^. 
Which  destroys  withoat  a  wowid. 

Peace,  Chloris  I  peace :  or,  siosini^  die. 
That*  together,  toq  and  I 

To  heaven  maj  go ; 

For  all  we  know 
Of  what  the  blessed  do  above» 
Is — that  thej  •mg^  and  that  thej  love. 

Pise.  Well  remembered,  brother  Peter  f  these  verses 
came  seasonably ;  and  we  thank  you  heartily.     Come! 

*  As  the  author's  concern  for  the  honour  of  angting^  induced  him  to 
enmneFste  such  persons  of  note  as  were  lovers  of  that  recreation,— the 
reader  will  allow  me  to  add  Mr.  John  Gay  to  the  number.  Any  one 
who  radsthe  first  canto  of  his  Oeorgic,  intitlcd  Jiurai  Sports,  afld  ob* 
serves  how  beautifully  and  accurately  he  treats  the  subject  of  fly-fishing, 
ttMM  conclude  the  author  a  proficient :  but  that  it  was  his  chief  amuse- 
ment, 1  Iwve  been  assured,  by  an  intimate  friend  of  mine ;  who  has  fre- 
^uentlv  fished  with  him  in  the  river  Kennet,  at  Amesbury  u  WUts,  the 
seat  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Queensbory. 

The  lUader  will  excuse  the  following  addition  to  this  note,  for  the 
~*J?^  *  »>«»w»/«l  dMcription  of  the  materiaU  used  in  fly-making, 
whidi  u  quoted  from  the  above-mentioned  poem. 

To  frame  the  little  aninaly— provide 

AH  the  gay  hues  that  wait  on  female  pride  :— 

i^  nature  guide  thee ;  sometimes  golden  wire 

Theshimng  bellies  of  the  fly  require ; 

The  Peacock's  phnnes  thy  tackle  must  not  fail, 

Nor  the  dear  purchase  of  the  sable's  tail ; 

Each  gaudy  bird  some  slender  tribyte  brings. 

And  lends  the  growing  insect  proper  wings; 

JjUks,  of  all  colour.,  mutt  their  aid  impart, 

And  ev  ry  far  promote  the  fisher's  art  ;— 

So  the  gay  lady,  with  expensive  care,     - 

Morrows  the  pride  of  land,  of  sea.  of  air ; 

Furs,  pearls,  and  plumes,  the  gUtt'ring  thing  disphiys, 

Daazles  oar  eyes,  and  easy  hei^s  bet«ys.  ^     *    '^ 
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we  will  all  join  together,  my  host  and  all,  and  sine  my 
scholar's  catch  over  a^in ;  and  then  each  man  drink 
the  other  cup,  and  to  bed ;  and,  thank  God !  we  have 
a  dry  house  over  our  heads. 

Pise.     Well !  now,  good  night  to  every  body. 

Pet.    And  so  say  I. 

Ven.     And  so  say  I. 

Cor,    Good  night  to  you  all ;  and  I  thank  you. 

Pise.    Good-morrow,  brother  Peter !  and  the  like 
to  you ,  honest  Coridon ! 
Come!  my  hostess  says  there  is  seven  shillings  to 

Say,  let's  each  man  drink  a  pot  for  his  morning's 
raught,  and  lay  down  his  two  shillings,  that  so  my 
hostess  may  not  have  occasion  to  repent  herself  of 
being  so  diligent,  and  using  us  so  kindly. 

Pet.  The  motion  is  liked  by  ev^ry  body  :  and  so 
hostess!  here's  your  money ;  we  anglers  are  all  behold* 
ing  to  you,  it  will  not  be  loiig  ere  I'll  see  you  again 
And  now,  brother  Piscator !  Iwish  you,  and  my  bro* 
ther  your  scholar,  a  fair  day  and  good  fortune.  Como  | 
Coridon!  this  is  our  way. 


ftS 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Of  Roach  a$id  Dace,  and  how  tofahfor  them;  and 
of  Cadis, 

Ybhator. 

GOOD  master  t  as  ve  go  now  towards  London,  be 
still  so  courteous  as  to  give  me  more  instructions ;  for  I 
have  several  boxes  ip  my  memory,  in  which  I  will 
keep  them  all  very  safe,  there  shall  not  one  of  them  be 
lost. 

Pise.  Well,  scholar !  that  I  win :  and  I  will  hide 
nothing  from  you  that  I  can  remember,  and  can  think 
may  help  you  forward  towards  a  perfection  in  this  art. 
And  because  we  have  so  much  time,  and  I  have  said  so 
little  of  Roach  and  Dace,  I  will  give  you  some  direc* . 
tions  concerning  them. 

Some  say  the  Roach  is  so  called,  from  rutilus^ 
which,  they  say,  signifies  red  fins.  He  is  a  fish  of  no 
great  reputation,  for  his  dainty  taste ;  and  his  spawn  is 
accounted  much  better  than  any  other  part  of  him. 
And  you  may  take  notice,  That  as  the  Carp  is  account- 
ed the  water-fox,  for  his  cunning;  so  the  Roach  is 
accounted  the  water-sheep,  for  his  simplicity  or  fool- 
ishness. It  is  noted,  that  the  Roach  and  Dace  recover 
strength,  and  grow  in  season,  in  a  fortnight  after 
spawning;  the  Barbel  and  Chub,  in  a  month;  the 
Trout,  in  fi>ur  iDonths,--and  the  Salmon,  in  the  like 
time,  if  he  gets  into  the  sea,  and,  after,  into  fregh 
water. 

Roaches  be  accounted  much  better  in  the  river  than 
in  a  pond,  though,  ponds  usually  breed  the  biggest. 
But  there  is  a  kind  of  bastard  small  Roach,  that  breeds 
in  ponds,  with  a  very  forked  tail,  and  of  a  very  small 
size ;  which,  some  say,  is  bred  by  the  Bream  and  righ^ 
]Eloach ',  and  some  ponds  are  stored  vfith  Uiese  b^on4 
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belief;  and  knowing  men  that  know  their  diflference, 
call  them  Ruds :  they  differ  from  the  true  Roach,  as 
much  as  a  Herring  from  a  Pilchard.  And  these  bastard 
breed  of  Roach  are  now  scattered  in  many  rivers  t  but, 
I  think,  not  in  the  Thames,  which  I  believe  affords  the 
largest  and  fattest  in  this  nation,  especially  below 
London-bridge  *.  The  Roach  is  a  leather-mouthed  fish, 
and  has  a  kind  of  saw-like  teeth  in  his  throat.  And 
lastly,  let  roe  tell  you,  the  Roach  makes  an  angler  ex- 
cellent sport,  especially  the  great  Roaches  about  Lon« 
don;  where^  I  ttiink,  there  m  the  best  Roach-anglers. 

*  I  know  not  what  Roaches  are  caught  6el(nv  bridge;  but,  aiove,  I  am 
sure  they  are  very  large;  for  on  the  15th  of  September,  1754,  at  Hamp- 
ton, I  caught  one  that  was  fourteen  inches  and  an  eighth  from  eye  to 
fork,  and  in  weight  wanted  but  an  ounce  of  two  pounds. 

The  season  for  fishing  for  Roach  in  the  Thames,  hegi/u  about  the  latter 
end  of  August,  and  tontinues  much  longer  than  it  is  either  pleasant  or  safa 
to  fish.  It  requires  some  skill,  to  hit  the  time-of-taking-them  exactly ; 
for,  aU  the  Summer  long,  they  live  on  the  weed^ — ^which  they  do  not  for- 
sake, for  the  deeps,  tilfit  becomes  putrid,  and  that  is  sooner  or  later,  ac- 
cording as  the  season  is  wet  or  dry;  for  ^ou  are  to  know,  that  much  rain 
hastens  the  rotting  of  the  weed.  I  sav  it  requires  some  skill  to  hit  the 
time;  for  the  fishermen  who  live  in  all  the  towns  along  the  riyer,  from 
Chiswick  to  Staines,  are-— about  this  time — nightly,  upon  the  watch,  at 
toon  as  the  fish  come  out,  to  sweep  them  away  with  a  drag-net :  and  out 
poor  patient  angler  is  left,  baitine  the  ground,  and  adjustine  his  tackle,  to 
catch  those  very  fish  which,  pernapS)  the  night  before  had  been  carried 
to  Billinesgate. 

The  ThMnes — ^as  well  above,  as  below,  l.ondon-brid^e— wa8,formerIy» 
much  resorted  to  by  the  London  anelers:  and,  which  is  strange  to  think 
on,  considering  the  unpleasantness  of  the  station,  they  were  £ed  to  fish 
near  the  starlings  of  the  bridge.  This  will  account  for  the  many  fish- 
ing-tackle shops  that  were  formerly  in  Crooked-lane,  which  leads  to  the 
bndge.  In  the  memory  of  a  person,  not  long  since  living,— a  water- 
man that  plied  at  Essex  stairs,  his  name  John  Reeves,  got  a  comfort* 
able  living  by  attending  anglers  with  his  boat ;  his  method  was  to  watch 
when  the  shoals  of  Roach  came  down  from  the  country,  and  when  he 
had  found  them,  to  go  round  to  his  customers  and  g^ve  them  notice. 
Sometimes,  thet  settled  opposite  the  Temple;  at  others,  at  Black- 
friars  or  Queen-hithe, — but  most  frequently  about  the  Chalk-hills,  near 
London-bridge.  His  hire  was  two  shillings  a  tide.  A  certain  number  of 
persons  who  were  accustomed,  thus,  to  employ  him^ — raised  a  sum  suf^ 
ncient  to  buy  him  a  waterman's  coat,  and  silver  badge,  the  imprest 
whereof  was,  <*  Himself,  with  an  Angler,  in  his  Boat  ;'*  and  he  had,  an- 
nually, a  new  coat  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  might  be  about  the 
year  1730. 

Shepperton  and  Hampton  are  the  places,  diiefiy,  resorted  to  by  the 
Londoners ;  who  angle  ttiere  in  boats;  at  each,  there  is  a  large  deep,  to 
which  Roach  are  attracted  by  constant  baiting.  That  at  Hampton  is  op- 
posite the  church-yard;  and  in  that  cemetery,  lies  an  angler  upon  whose 
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PART  1. 


And,  I  think,  the  best  Trout-anglers  be  in  Derbyshire; 
for  the  waters,  there,  are  clear  to  an  extremity. 
Next,  let  me  tell  you,  you  shall  fish  for  this 
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mTe-  none  iB  an  inicriptioo,  now  nearly  effiu^ed*  Gonsitting  of  these  homely 
unes. 
In  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  Tombs,  goldsmith,  of  London,  who  depart- 
ed this  life  Aug,  12th,  1758,  aged  53  years. 

Each  brother  Bob  !  that,  sportive,  passes  here, 
Pause  at  this  stone;  and  drop  the  silent  tear. 
For  him  who  lov*d  your  harmless  sport ; 
Who  to  this  Pitch  *  did  oft  resort ; 
Who  in  free  converse  oft  would  please. 
With  native  humour,  mirth  and  ease; 
His  actions  form'd  upon  so  just  a  plan^^— 
HeliVd,  a  worthy ,---died,  an  honest  man. 

Before  I  dismiss  the  subject  of  Thames-fishing, — I  will  let  the  reader 
know,  that  formerly  the  fishermen  inhabiting  the  villages  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  were  used  to  inclose  certain  parts  of  the  river— with 
what  they  called  stofsy  but  which  were  in  effect  weart^  or  kideh^hj 
■takes  driven  into  the  bed  thereof;  and  to  these  they  tied  weels, 
creating,  thereby,  a  current  which  drove  the  fish  into  those  traps.  This 
practice,  though  it  may  sound  oddly  to  say  so,  is  against  Magna  Chmria, 
and  u  expressly  prohibited  by  the  23d  chapter  of  that  statute :  In  the  year 
1757,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Dickenson,  sent  the  Water-Bailiff;  up  the 
Thames  in  a  baree  well  manned  and  furnished  with  proper  implements ; 
who  destroyed  aU  those  inclosures  on  this  side  of  Staines,  by  pulling  up 
the  stakes  and  setting  them  adrift. 

*  A  particular  spot,  called  a  Pitch,  from  the  act  of  pitching  or  futening 
the  boat  there. 
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in  Winter,  with  paste  or  gentles ;  in  April,  with  worms 
or  cadis;  in  the  very  hot  months,  with  little  white 
snails ;  or,  with  flies  under  water,  for  he  seldom  takes 
them  at  the  top,  though  the  Dace  will.  In  many  of 
the  hot  months,  Roaches  may  also  be  caught  thus : 
take  a  May-fly,  or  ant-fly,  sink  him  with  a  little  lead 
to  the  bottom — near  to  the  piles,  or  posts,  of  a  bridge; 
or  near  to  any  posts  of  a  wear ;  I  mean,  any  deep  place 
where  Roaches  lie  quietly — and,  then,  pull  vour  fly  up 
very  leisurely ;  and,  usually,  a  Koach  will  follow  your 
bait  up  to  the  very  top  of  the  water,  and  gaze  on  it 
there,  and  run  at  it  and  take  it,  lest  the  fly  should  fly 
away  from  him . 

I  have  seen  this  done  at  Windsor  and  Henley-bridge, 
and  great  store  of  Roach  taken,— 'and,  sometimes,  a 
Dace  or  Chub.  And  in  August,  you  may  fish  for  them 
with  a  paste  made  only  of  the  crumbs  of  bread,  which 
should  be  of  pure  fine  manchet ;  and  that  paste  must 
be  so  tempered,  betwixt  your  hands,  till  it  be,  both  soft 
and  tough,  too :  a  very  little  water,  and  time  and  la« 
hour,  and  clean  hands,  will  make  it  a  most  excellent 
paste : — But  when  you  fish  with  it, — you  must  have  a 
small  hook,  a  quick  eye,  and  a  nimble  hand ;  or,  the 
bait  is  lost,  and  the  fish,  too,  if  one  may  lose  that  which 
he  never  had :— With  this  paste,  you  may,  as  I  said, 
take  both  the  Roach^  and  the  Dace  or  Dare : 


ba€:e. 


for  they  be  much  of  a  kind ;   in  matter  of  feeding^ 
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And,  I  think,  the  best  Trout-anglers  be  in  Derbyshire; 
for  the  waters,  there,  are  clear  to  an  extremity. 
Next,  let  me  tell  you,  you  shall  fish  for  this 


3EOACIEL 


mTe-  none  is  an  inicriptioo,  now  nearly  efiaced«  consistiiig  of  these  homelj 
unet. 
In  memory  of  Mr.  Thomas  Tombt,  goldsmith,  of  London,  who  depart- 
ed this  life  Aug.  12th,  1758,  aged  53  years. 

Each  brother  Bob  !  that,  sportive,  passes  here* 
Pause  at  this  stone;  and  drop  the  silent  tear. 
For  him  who  lov'd  your  harmless  sport ; 
Who  to  this  Pitch  ♦  did  oft  resort ; 
Who  in  free  converse  oft  would  please. 
With  native  himiour,  mirth  and  ease; 
His  actions  fonn*d  upon  so  just  a  planr— 
Heliv*d,  a  worthy,-— died,  an  honest  man. 

Before  1  dismiss  the  subject  of  Thames-fishings— I  will  let  the  reader 
know,  that  formerly  the  nshermen  inhabiting  the  villages  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  were  used  to  inclose  certain  pans  of  the  river— with 
what  they  called  jtofis,  but  which  were  in  effect  voear*^  or  iiMi^-hj 
•takes  driven  into  the  bed  thereof;  and  to  these  they  tied  weels, 
creating,  thereby,  a  current  which  drove  the  fish  into  those  traps.  This 
practice,  though  it  may  sound  oddly  to  say  so,  is  against  Magna  CbmrtMy 
and  is  expressly  prohibited  by  the  2Sd  chapter  of  that  statute :  In  the  year 
1757,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Dickenson,  sent  the  Water-Bailiff,  up  the 
Thames  in  a  barge  well  manned  and  furnished  with  proper  implements; 
who  destroyed  all  those  indosures  on  this  side  of  Staines,  by  pulling  up 
the  stakes  and  setting  them  adrift. 

^  A  particular  spot,  called  a  Pitch,  from  the  act  of  pitching  or  fiuteniog 
the  boat  there. 
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in  Winter,  with  paste  or  gentles ;  in  April,  with  worms 
or  cadis;  in  the  very  hot  months,  with  little  white 
snails ;  or,  with  flies  under  water,  for  he  seldom  takes 
them  at  the  top,  though  the  Dace  will.  In  many  of 
the  hot  months.  Roaches  may  also  be  caught  thus : 
take  a  May-fly,  or  ant-fly,  sink  him  with  a  little  lead 
to  the  bottom — near  to  the  piles,  or  posts,  of  a  bridge; 
or  near  to  any  posts  of  a  wear ;  I  mean,  any  deep  place 
where  Roaches  lie  quietly — and,  then,  pull  vour  fly  up 
very  leisurely ;  and,  usually,  a  Koach  will  follow  your 
bait  up  to  the  very  top  of  the  water,  and  gaze  on  it 
there,  and  run  at  it  and  take  it,  lest  the  fly  should  fly 
away  from  him . 

I  have  seen  this  done  at  Windsor  and  Henley-bridge, 
und  great  store  of  Roach  taken,— and,  sometimes,  a 
Dace  or  Chub.  And  in  August,  you  may  fish  for  them 
with  a  paste  made  only  of  the  crumbs  of  bread,  which 
should  be  of  pure  fine  manchet ;  and  that  paste  must 
be  so  tempered,  betwixt  your  hands,  till  it  be,  both  soft 
and  tough,  too :  a  very  little  water,  and  time  and  la« 
hour,  and  clean  hands,  will  make  it  a  most  excellent 
paste : — But  when  you  fish  with  it, — ^you  must  have  a 
small  hook,  a  quick  eye,  and  a  nimble  hand ;  or,  the 
bait  is  lost,  and  the  fish,  too,  if  one  may  lose  that  which 
be  never  had :— With  this  paste,  you  may,  as  I  said, 
take  both  the  Roach|  and  the  Dace  or  Dare : 


BA€^. 


for  they  be  much  of  a  kind ;   in  matter  of  feeding^ 
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cunnini^,  goodness ;  and,  usually,  in  size.  And  there* 
fore  take  this  general  direction,  for  some  other  baits 
which  may  concern  vou  to  take  notice  of:  they  will 
bite  almost  at  any  fly,  but  especially  at  Ant-flies; 
concerning  which^  take  this  direction,  for  it  is  very 
good. 

Take  the  Blackish  Ant  fly,  out  of  the  molehill,  or  ant- 
hill ;  in  which  place  you  shall  And  them  in  the  month 
of  June,— or,  if  that  be  too  early  in  the  year,  then, 
doubtless,  you  may  find  them  in  Juljr,  August,  and 
most  of  September.  Gather  them,  alive,  with  both 
their  wings:  And  then  put  them  into  a  glass  that  will 
hold  a  quart  or  a  pottle, — but,  first,  put  into  the  glass 
a  handful,  or  more,  of  the  moist  earth  out  of  which  you 
gather  them,  and  as  much  of  tbe  roots  of  the  grass  of  the 
said  hillock  ;  and  then  put  in  the  flies  gently,  that  they 
lose  not  their  wings :  lay  a  clod  of  earth  over  it ;  and, 
then  so  many  as  are  put  into  the  glass  without  bruising, 
will  live  there  a  month  or  more,  and  be  always  in 
readiness  for  you  to  fish  with:  But  if  you  would 
have  them  keep  longer, — theii  get  any  great  earthen 
pot,  ojr  barrel  of  three  or  four  gauons,  which  is  better ; 
then  wasli  your  barrel  with  water  and  honey,— and, 
having  put  into  it  a  quantity  of  earth  and  grass-roots, 
then  put  in  your  flies,  and  cover  it,  and  they  will  live  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  These,  in  any  stream  and  clear 
water,  are  a  deadly  bait  for  Roach  or  Dace,  or  for  a 
Chub :  And  your  rule  is  to  fish  not  less  than  a  handful 
from  the  bottom. 

I  shall  next  tell  you  a  Wtnier-bait  for  a  Roach,  a 
Dace,  or  Chub ;  and  it  is  choicely  good.  About  All- 
hallantide,  and,  so  till  frost  comes,— when  you  see  men 
ploughing  up  heath  ground,  or  sandy  ground,  or  green- 
swards ;  then  follow  the  plough,  and  you  snail  find  a 
white  worm  as  big  as  two  maggots,  and  it  hath  a  red 
head :  you  may  observe  in  what  ground  most  are ;  for, 
there,  the  crows  will  be  very  watchful  and  follow  the 
plough  very  close :— *it  is  all  soft,  and  fiUl  of  whitish 
guts ;  a  worm  that  is,  in  Norfolk  and  some  other  coun« 
ties,  called  a  grub ;  and  is  bred  of  the  spawn  or  ^^s 
of  a  beetle,  wnich  she  leaves  in  holes  that  she  digs  in 
the  ground  under  cow  or  horse-dun^, — and,  there,  rests 
all  Winter, — and,  in  March  or  April,  comes  to  be  first 
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a  red,  and  then  a  blaek  beetle.  dUher  a  thottsaiid^  or 
twO|  of  these ;  and  pat  them,  with  a  peck  or  two  e£ 
their  own  earth,  into  some  tab  or  firkin, — and  coyer  and 
keep  them  so  warm,  that  the  frost  or  cold  air,  or  winds 
kill  them  not :  these  you  may  keep  all  winter :  and 
kill  fish  with  them  at  any  time;  and  if  you  put 
some  of  them  into  a  little  earth  and  booey,  a  day  be- 
fore you  use  them,— you  will  find  them  an  excdt« 
lent  bait  fur  Bream,  Carp,  or  indeed  for  almost  anj 
fish. 

And  after  this  manner  you  may  also  keep  gentles,  all 
winter ;  which  are  a  good  bait  then,  and  much  the  beU 
ter  for  being  liyely  and  tough.  Or,  you  may  bleed 
and  keep  gentles  thus:  take  a  piece  of  beast's  liyer; 
and,  with  a  cross  stick,  hang  it,  in  some  comer,  oyex 
a  pot  or  barrel  half-full  of  dry  clay,-*-and  as  the  gentles 
grow  big,  they  will  fall  into  the  barrel  and  scour  them* 
selyes,  and  be  always  ready  for  use  whensoeyer  yoQ 
incline  to  fish  ;  and  these  gentles  may  be,  thus,  created 
till  after  Michaelmas.  But  if  you  desire  to  keep  gea* 
ties  to  fish  with,  all  the  year,— then  set  a  dead  cat,  or  n 
kite,  and  let  it  be  flyblown ;  and  when  the  gentles  be* 
^in  to  be  aliye  and  to  stir,— *then  bury  it,  and  them, 
m  soft  moist  eartli,  but  as  free  from  frost  ns  you  can  ; 
and  these  you  may  dig  up  at  any  time  when  you  in* 
tend  to  use  them;  Ibeae  will  last  till  March^  and 
about  that  time  turn  to  be  flies. 

B«t  if  jou  be  nwQ  to  foul  your  fingers,  which  good 
anglers  seldom  are, — then  take  this  bait ;  get  a  handful 
of  well-made  malt,  and  put  it  into  a  dish  of  water ; 
and  then  wash,  and  rub,  it  betwixt  your  banda  till  you 
make  it  clean,  and  as  free  from  husks  as  yoo  can  3 
then  pat  that  water  from  it ;  and  put  a  small  quantity 
of  fresh  water  to  it,-'Huid  set  it,  in  something  that  is  fit 
for  that  purpose,  oyer  the  fire,  where  it  is  not  to  boil 
apace,  but  leisurely  and  yery  softly,  until  it  becomo 
somewhat  soft,  which  you  may  try,  by  feeling  it  be* 
twixt  yoiir  finger  and  thumb;  and  when  it  is  aoA^ 
then  put  your  water  from  it ;  And,  then,  take  a  sliarp 
knife,  and,  turning  the  sprout  end  oi  the  com  upward, 
With  ll>c  .point  of  your  knife,  take  the  back  part  of  the 
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husk  off  from  it,  and  yet  leaving  a  kind  of  inward  husk 
on  the  corn,  or  else  it  is  marr*d ;  and  then  cut  off  that 
Aprouted  end,  1  mean  a  little  of  it,  that  the  white  may 
appear;  (and,  'so,  pull  off  the  husk  on  the  cloven 
side,  as  I  directed  you:)  and  then  cut  off  a  very 
little  of  the  other  end,  that  so  your  hook  may  enter; 
and  if  your  hook  be  small  and  good, — ^you  will  find 
this  to  he  a  very  choice  bait,  either  for  winter  or  sum- 
mer,  you  sometimes  casting  a  little  of  it  into  the  place 
where  vour  float  swims* 

And  to  take  the  Hoach  and  Dace,  a  good  bait  is :  the 
young  brood  of  wasps  or  bees,  if  you  dip  their  heads 
m  blood ;  especially  good»  for  Bream, — if  they  be 
baked,  or  hardenod  in  their  husks,  in  an  oven,  after  the 
bread  is  taken  out  of  it,  or  hardened  on  a  fire-shovel : 
And  so,  also,  is:  the  thick  blood  of  sbi^ep,  being  half 
dried  on  a  trencher,  that  so  you  may  cut  it  into  such 
pieces  as  may  best  fit  the  size  of  your  hook ;  and  a  little 
salt  keeps  it  from  growing  black,  and  mak<  s  it  not  the 
worse  but  better :  this  is  taken  to  be  a  choice  bait  if 
rightly  ordered. 

There  be  several  oils  of  a  strong  smell,  that  I  have 
been  told  of,  and,  to  be  excellent  to  tempt  fish  to  bite ; 
of  which  1  could  say  much  :  but  I  remember  I  once 
carried  a  small  bottle  from  Sir  George  Hastings  to  Sir 
Henry  Wotton,  they  were  both  chemical  men,  as  a 
great  present ;  it  was  sent,  and  received^  and  used,  with 
great  confidence ;  and  yet,  upon  enquiry,  I  found  it 
did  not  answer  the  expectation  of  Sir  Henry,— -which, 
with  the  help  of  this  and  other  circumstances,  makes 
me  have  little  belief  in  such  things  as  many  men  talk 
of.  Not  but  that  I  think  fishes  both  smell  and  hear,  as 
I  have  exprest  in  my  former  discourse :  but  there  is  a 
mysterious  knack,  which  though  it  be  much  easier 
than  the  philosopher's  stone,  yet  it  is  not  attainable  by 
common  capacities, — or.^  else  lies  locked  up  in  tb« 
brain,  or  breast  of  some  chemical  man,  that  like  the 
Rosicrucians*,  will  not  yet  reveal  it.      But  let  me  ne« 

•  Fidt  sMttf  p.  90S,  e^  imfra^  Put  IL  Chap.  I.  note. 

The  RMsncMMi  were  a  aect  of  frantic  cnthwiattt,  wlio  ipnuig  up  in 
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verthelcss  tell  you,  That  cto&phire  put,  mih  moes, 
into  your  worm-bag  with  your  worms,  makes  them,  if 
many  anglers  be  not  very  much  mistaken,  a  ti^mptinf 
bait,  and  tiie  angler  more  fortunate.  But  I  steppea, 
by  chance,  into  this  discourse  of  oilSf  andjishes'*  smell* 
ing;  and  though  there  miglit  he  more  said,  both  of  it 
and  of  baits  for  Roach  and  Dace  and  other  float-fish, 
yet  I  will  forbear  it  at  this  time*:   And,  tell  you,  in 

Germany  about  the  beginnlog  of  the  14th  century;  they  professed  to 
teach  the  art  of  makine  gold ;  and  boasted  of  a  secret,  in  their  power,  to 
protract  the  period  of  human  life,  and  even  to  restore  youth.  Their 
founder  having  been  to  the  Holy-Land,  pretended  to  have  learned  all  this 
from  the  Arabs.  1  hey  propagated  their  senseless  philosophy  by  tradition  ; 
and  revealed  their  mysteries  ovXj  to  a  chosen  few, — and  tp  this  practice, 
the  author  alludes.  JLemery,  in  his  book  0/Cbem'utry^  has  thus  defined  their 
art :  **  Ars  sine  arte ;  cujtu  principinm  mentlriy  medivm  lahrare  \^  jtHts  men* 
*  dieare,**  An  art  without  art ;  whose  beginning  is  lying,  whose  middle 
is  labour,  and  whose  end  is  begeary. 

*  Roach  delight  in  gravellv  or  sandy  bottoms:  their  haunts,  espe* 
dally  as  winter  approaches,  are  clear  deep  and  still  waters;  at  other  tunes, 
they  lie  in  and  near  the  weeds,  and  under  the  shade  of  boughs. 

I'hey  spawn  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  when  they  are  scabby  and 
unwholesome :  but  they  are  aeain  in  order,  in  about  three  weeks.  The 
largest  are  taken  after  Michaeunas;  and  their  prime  season  is  in  February 
or  March. 

The  Baits  for  Roatbt  not  alread]f  mentioned,  are:  cad-bait  and  oak- 
worms,  for  the  spring ; — in  May,  onfs-e^gs ;  and  paste,  made  of  the 
crumbs  of  a  new  roll, — both  white,  and  tmged  with  red,  which  is  dono 
by  putting  vermiUon  into  the  water  wherewith  you  moisten  it;— tliia 
paste  will  do  for  the  Winter,  also. 

The  largest  Roach  in  this  kingdom  are  taken  in  the  Thames,  where 
many  have  been  caught  of  two  pounds  and  a  half  weight:  but  Roach  oi 
any  siste^  are  hardly  to  be  come  at  without  a  boat. 

l*he  haunts  of  Dace,  are:  eravelly,  sandy,  and  clayey  bottoms;  deep 
holes  that  are  shaded;  water-Ully  leaves;  and  under  the  foam  caused  by 
an  eddy:  In  hot  weather,  they  are' to  be  found  on  the  shallows;  and  are^ 
then,  best  taken  with  an  artificial  fly,  grashoppers,or  gentles,  as  hereafter 
directed. 

Dace  spawn  about  the  latter  end  of  March :  and  are  in  season  about 
three  weeks  after ;  they  are  not  very  good  till  about  Michaelmas^— aad 
are  best  in  February. 

Baits  for  Daee^  other  than  those  mentioned  by  Walton,  are :  the  oak<- 
worm;  red-worm';  brandling;  |;ilt-tatl;  and  indeed  any  wbrm,  bred  on 
trees  or  bushes,  that  is  not  too  big  for  his  month ;  almost  lU  kinds  of  fliei 
and  catemllan. 

.  Though  Dace  are  often  caught  with  a  float,  as  Roach,— yet  thej  are  sot 
•o  properly  float-fish ;  For  tlwy  mre  to  be  taken  with  an  artifiaal  gnat, 
or  ant<4y,  or  indeed,  almost  auv  other  small  fly  in  its  season,— 4>ut  in  t^ 
'iHbam^  above  Richmond,  the  largest  are  caught  with  a  seturalgreai  or 


the  next  place,  how  you  are  (o  prepare  your  tackling : 
concerning  which,  I  will,  for  sport-sake,  give  yon  an 

dim  mahoroer,  and  tooietiaMS  with  gentles ;  witk  botli  which  you  af« 
to  fiiE  as  with  an  artificial  fly.  They  are  not  to  he  come  at  till  about 
September,  when  the  weeds  begin  to  rot :  but  when  too  have  found 
where  they  lie«  which,  in  a  warm  daT,  is  generally  on  the  diaUows ;  His 
incredible  what  havock  you  may  make ;  Pinch  off  the  first  joint  of  the 
grashopper's  legs,  put  the  point  of  the  hook,  in  at  the  head,  and  bring  it 
out  at  the  tail ;  and  in  this  way  of  fishing  you  will  catch  Chub,  especially 
if  you  throw  under  the  boughs. 

But  this  can  be  done  only  in  a  boat;  for  the  management  whereof, 
fee  provided  with  a  staff,  and  a  heavy  stone  fastened  to  a  strong  rope 
Hi  four  or  five  yards,  in  length ;  fasten  the  rope  to  the  head  of  tne 
boat,  which,  whether  it  be  a  punt  or  a  wherry,  is  equally  fit  for  this 
yuipose,  and  so  drive ^own  with  the  stream:  when  you  come  to  a 
shaUow,  or  other  place  where  the  fish  are  likely  to  lie^— drop  the 
stone,  and,  standing  in  the  stem,  throw  rieht  down  the  stream,  and  a 
little  to  the  ri^ht  and  left:  after  trying  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
■  ki  a  place, — ^wKh  the  staff  push  the  boat  about  five  yards  down,  and 
•o  throw  again.  Use  a  common  fly-line,  about  ten  yards  long,  with  i 
9Uoii^  single  hair  next  the  hook. 

it  IS  true,  there  is  less  certainty  of  catching  in  this  way  than  with  a 
float  or  ground-bait  \  for  which  reason,  1  would  recommend  it^  only  to 
chose  who  live,  near  the  banks  of  that  delightful  river,  between  W&d- 
■or  and  Isleworth, — ^who  have  or  can  command  a  boat  for  that  pur« 
pose,  and  can  take  advantage  of  a  still,  warm,  gloomy  dajr;  and  to 
such  it  will  afford  much  more  diversion,  than  the  ordinary  inartificial 
method  of  fishine  in  the  deeps  for  Roach  and  Dace. 

In  fishing  at  bottom,  for  Roach  and  Dace, — use,  for  |;round-bait, 
bread,  soked  about  an  hour  in  water,  and  an  equal  quantity  of  bran; 
knead  them  to  a  tough  consistence,  and  make  them '  up  into  balls, 
with  a  small  pebble  in  the  middle :  aidd  throw  these  balls  in,  where 
you  fish;  but  be  sore  to  throw  them  up  the  stream,  for  otherwise 
diey  will  draw  the  fish  beyond  the  reach  of  your  line. 

Fish  for  Roach,  within  six, — ^and,  for  Dace,  within  three  inches  of 
tkt  bottom. 

Having  enumerated  the  Baits  proper  for  every  kind  of  fish,  in 
their  respective  places^— it  may  not  be  amiss,  here  to  mention  one 
which  many  anthiSIs  speak  of  as  excellent  for  almost  all  fish ;  and  that 
is,  Uie  spawn  of  Salmon,  or,  large  Trout.  Barker,  who  seems  to  have 
been  the  first  that  dlKOvered  it,  recommends  it  to  his  patron  in  the  fol- 
lewing  terms: 

«*  Noble  Lord, 
*(  I  have  found  an  experience  of  late;  which  you  may  anrle  witb^ 
•*  and  take  great  store  of  this  kind  of  fish.  First,  It  is  the  best  bait 
«<  for  a  TroMtf  that  I  have  seen  in  all  my  time ;  and  will  ta|ce  great 
9*  Store,  and  not  |Eul,  if  they  be  there.  Secondly,  h  is  a  special  bait 
*<  iior  J}au  or  Dare,  good  for  CM  or  Bottlin,  or  Gmiimg,  The  bait 
%is,  the  not  or  a  Salmon  or  Trovt  ;  if  it  be  a  large  Trout  that 
^  the  sEMrna  be  any  thing  gxentt«-yo«  msy  angle  for  w  Tr^st  ^itb 
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old  rbyme  out  of  an  old  .fish  book ;  which  will  prove  a 
part,  and  bat  a  part,  of  what  you  are  to  provide. 


**  this  bait  at  you  angle  with  the  brandlin ;  taking  a  pair  of  sciisars 
**  and  cut  so  much  as  a  large  hazel-nut,  and  bait  your  hook ;  ao  ^1 
**  to  your  sport,  there  is  no  doubt  of  pleasure.  If  I  had  known  it 
**  but  twenty  years  ago^I  would  have  gained  a  hiyidred  pounds,  only 
**  with  that  bait.  I  am  bound  in  duty  to  divulge  it  to  your  honour, 
**  and  not  to  carry  it  to  my  grave  with  me.  7  do  desire  that  mea 
**  of  ouality,  should  have  it,  that  delight  in  that  pleasure.  The  greedy 
**  angler  wiU  murmur  at  me :  but  for  Uiat,  I  care  not. 

**  For  the  angling  for  the  Scale-fish ;  They  must  angle,  either  with 
**  cork  or  quill,  pluouning  their  ground^— and  with  feeding  with  the 
**  same  bait,  taking  them  [the  spawns]  asunder,  that  they  may  spread! 
**  abroad,  that  the  fish  may  feed,*  and  come  to  your  place:  there  it 
**  no  doubt  of  pleasure;  angling  with^- fine  tackle;  as  single  hair  lines, 
**  at  least  five  or  six  lengths  long;  a  small  hook,— with  two  or  three 
**  ipawns.  The  bait  will  hold  one  week:  if  you  keep  it  on  any  logger, 
"  yon  must  hang  it  up  to  dry  a  little^ — ^when  you  ffo  to  your  plea* 
*  sure  again,  put  the  bait  in  a  Uttle  water,  it  wiU  come  in  kind 
«  again.'*^ 

Others,  to  preserve  Salmon  spawn,  sprinkle  it  with  a  little  salt,  and 
lay  it  upon  wool  in  a  pot,  one  layer  of  wool,  and  another  of  spaw& 
It  is  laid  to  be  a  lovely  bait,  for  the  winter  or  spring:  especially 
where  lalmon  are  used  to  spawn^— for  thither  the  fish  gather,  and 
there  expect  it.    Ang.  Fade  Metumy  53. 

To  know,  at  any  tinie,  what  bait,  fish  are  apt  to  take :  open  the 
lielly  of  the  first  you  catch ;  and  take  out  his  stomach  very  tenderly, 
— «pen  it  with  a  sharp  penknife,  and  you*  will  diKover  what  he  thea 
leeds  on.     yenMesy  91.    [Ami  tee  Part  II.  Chap.  VII.   JPehruary,  8.  n.j 

The.  people  who  live  in  the  fishing-towns  along  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  have  a  method  of  dressing  large.  Roach  and  Dace,  which, 
as  'tis  said,  renders  them  a  very  pleasant  and  nvoury  food;  it  is  ai 
follows :  Without  scaling  the  fiur,  lay  him  on  a  gridiron,  over  a  slow 
fire,  and  strew  on  him  a  little  flour :  when  he  begins  to  grow  brown, 
make  a  slit,  not  more  than  skin  deep,  in  his  back,  from  head  to  tail, 
and  lay  him  on  again:  when  he  is  broiled  enough,  the  skin,  scales 
and  all,  will  peel  off,  and  leave  the  flesh,  which  will  have  become 
very  firm,  pemctly  clean;  then  open  the  belly,  and  take  out  the  uw 
side,  and  use  anchovy  and  butter  for  sauce. 

Having  promised  the  rea4er  Mr.  Barker's  recipe  for  anointing  boots 
and  shoes,  (and  having  no  further  occasion  to  mlAke  use  of  his  autho- 
rity)) it  i?  here  given  m  his  own  words : 

**  Take  a  pint  of  linseed-oil,  with  half  a  pound  of  mutton-suet,  six  or 
**  ei|^ht  ounces  of  bees  wax,  and  half  a  pennyworth  of  rosin :  boil  al) 
V  this  in  a  pipkin,  together :  so,  let  it  cool  till  it  be  milk-warm— then, 
**  take  a  little  hair-brush,  and  lay  it  on  your  new  boots:  but  it  is 
*•  best  that  this  stuff  be  laid-on,  before  the  boormiaker  makes  the  boots, 
•«  ^then  brush  them,  once  over,  after  they  come  from  him :  as  ibr  old 
f*  bootSf— you  must  lay  it  on,  when  ypnr  boots  be  dry.** 
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11^  rod  and  my  line;  mj  float  and  mjr  lead  i 

M7  hookeMl  mj  plnmincti  my  wbetetone  and  knifes 

Mjr  basket,  mj  baits  both  lifini^  and  dead  1 
M7  net  I  and  m;  meat,  for  that  is  the  chief: 

Then  1  anit t  have  thread,  and  hatn  green  and  amaH,  ■ 
,  With  mine  aog^lm;  purse.     And  so  jou  have  all. 

But  you  must  have  all  these  tackling,  and  twice  so 
many  more*;  >vith  which,  if  you  mean  to  be  a  fisher, 

*  If  you  go  any  great  distance  from  home,— >Toti  will  find  it  necesiary  to 
carry  with  you,  many  more  things  than  are  Here  enomcrated ;  most  of 
which  may  be,  very  well,  contained  in  a  wicker  panter  of  about  twelve 
Miches  wide,  and  eight  high,  of  the  form — aud  put  into  a  hawking-bag— » 
as  in  Fif.  10.  Plate  XI.  The  following  is  a  list  or  the  most  material:  A 
rod  with  a  spare  top ;  lines  coiled  up,  and  neatly  laid  in  round  flat  boxes ; 
spara  links,  single  hairs,  waxed  thread,  and  silk;  plunmiets  of  varions  axes 
M  the  form  of  Fig.  1 1 .  Phte  XI.  floats  of  all  kinds,  and  spare  caps ;  worm- 
bags,  and  a-^atle^box.  Fig.  IS.  Plate  XI.  hooks  of  all  uses,  some  whipped 
to  single  hairs ;  shot ;  shoe-makerVwax,  in  a  very  small  gallipot  covered 
with  a  bit  of  leather ;  a  clearing  ring,  tied  to  about  six  yards  of  strong 
cord,  of  the  shape  of  Fig.  13.  Plate  XV.  the  use  of  this  is  to  disennge 
your  hook  when  it  has  caught  a  weed,  t^e.  in  which  case  take  ofi"  the  ontt 
of  your  rod,  and  slip  the  ring  over  the  remaining  joints,  and,  holding  it  by 
the  cord,  let  it  gently  fell;  a  landing  net,  the  hoop  whereof  must  be  m 
iron,  and  made  with  joints  to  fold,  in  the  shape  of  Fig.  14.  Place  XI.  and  a 
socket  to  hold  a  staff.  Fig.  1 5.  Take  with  you  also  such  baits  as  you  intend 
to  use.  That  you  may  keep  your  fish  alive,«-be  provided  with  a  small 
hoop-net,  to  draw  close  to  tne  top.  Afad  never  be  without  a  sharp  knifa, 
and  v'ftzir  of  scissars.  And  if  yon  mean  to  use  the  artificial  fly,  have  your 
fly-book  always  with  you. 

And,  for  the  more  convenient  keeping  and  carriage  of  Knes,  links,  single 
hairs,  tsV.,— 'take  a  piece  of  parchment  or  vellum,  seven  inches  by  ten:  on 
the  longer  sides,  set-off  four  inches ;  and  then  fold  it  cross- wise,  so  as  to 
leave  a  lap  of  two  inches,  of  which  hereafter:  then  take  eight  or  ten  pieces 
of  parchment,  of  seven  inches  by  four,-^put  them  into  the  parchment  or 
vellum,  so  folded,  and  sew  up  the  ends:  then  cut  the  flap  rounding,  and 
fold  it  down  like  a  pocket-book :  lastly,  you  may,  if  you  please,  bind 
[along]  the  ends,  and  round  the  flap  with  rexl  tape. 

Into  this  case, — put  lines  coiled  up,  spare  links,  single  hairs,  hooks 
ready  whipped  and  looped. 

And,  ha vingr  several  of  these  cases,— you  may  fill  them  with  lines,  t^A 
proper  for  every  kind  of  fishing;  always  remembering  to  put,  into  each 
of  them,  a  gorger,  or  small  piece  of  cane,  of  five  inches  long,  and  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  wide,  with  a  notch  at  each  end  f^|rith  this,  when  a  fish  has 
gorged  vour-hook,  you  may — ^by  putting  it  down  his  throat,  till  you  feel 
the  nook ;  and  holding  the  line  tight,  while  you  press  it  down-— easily 
disenga^  it^  ■ 

And  i&l^;  should  chSnce  to  break  your  top,  or  any  other  part  of  your 
rod, — takSthe  foUowing  directions  for  mending  it:  Cut  the  two  broken  ends 
with  a  long^  slopo,  so  that  they  may  fit  neatly  toge^r;  then  ipmad  9omi 
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you  must  store  yourself;  and  to  that 

purpose,  I  will  go  with  vou — either    ^  *'*'  ,*"''f»  '*«'  '*• ' 

toMr.Marrmve.whodwellsamongst    'A'tutTXt 

Che  booksellers  in  St.  Paurs  Church-    inv^tory  vfan  MgUr. 

yard ;  or  to  Mr.  John  Stubs,  near  to 

the  Swan  in  Golden  lane ;  they  be  both  honest  men| 

and  will  fit  an  angler  with  what  tackling  he  lacks*. 

Ven.    Then,  good  master !  let  it  be  at  — — , 
for  he  is  nearest  to  my  dwelling.    And,  I  pray>  let's 

wax,  Tery  thin,  oa  each  slope ;  and,  with  waxed  thread  or  silk,  accordiaf 
at  the  aize  of  the  broken  {tart  reqniret,  bind  them  very  neatly  together; 
To  £uten  off, — lay  the  fore-finger  of  your  left  hand  over  the  binding,  and 
with  your  right,  make  four  turns  of  the  thread  over  it ;  then  pass  the  end 
of  your  thrnd,  between  the  under-eide  of  your  finger  and  the  rod,  and 
draw  your  finger  away ;  lastly,  with  the /ore-finger,  and  thunib,  of  your 
right  hand,  take  hold  of  the  first  of  the  turns,  and,  gathering  as  much  of  it 
as  you  can,  bind-on  till  the  three  remaining  turns  are  wound  off, — and 
then  take  hold  of  the  end,  which  you  had  bSfore  put  through,  and  then 
draw  close.    See  the  i^ork,  Plate  XII.  Fi^.  1,  S. 

For  xobipping  on  a  bwk^  take  the  foUowme  directions :  Place  the  hook 
betwixt  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand,  and,  with  your  right, 
give  the  waxed  silk  three  or  four  turns  round  the  shank  of  the  hook : 
Uien,  lay  the  end  of  the  hair  on  the  inside  of  the  shank,  and,  with  your 
right  hand»  whip  down,  as  in  Fig.  8.  Plate  XII. ;  when  you  are  withii^ 
about  four  turns  of  the  bent  of  the  hook, — take  the  shank  between  the 
fore-finger,  and  thumb,  of  your  left  hand,  and  place  the  ^nd  of  the  silk 
close  by  it ;  holding  them  both  tight,  and  leaving  the  end  to  han^  down ; 
then  draw  the  other  part  of  the  silk  into  a  laree  loop ;  and,  with  youf 
right  hand  turning  backtvard«as  in  Fig. 4.  Plate XII.  continue  the  whipoing 
for  four  turns,  and  draw  the  end  of  the  silk,  (which  has,  all  this  whil^ 
iiung  down  under  the  root  of  your  left  thumb,)  close,  and  twitch  it  off. 
.  To  tUa  water'imoi^-'^j  the  end  of  one  of  your  hairs,  about  five  mchcf 
or  less,  over  that  of  the  otker ;  and  through  the  loop,  (which  you  would 
make,  to  tie  them,  in  the  common  way,)  pass  the  long,  and  the  short,  end 
of  the  iiairs  which  will  lie  to  the  right  oi  the  loop,  twice ;  and,  wetting 
the  knot  with  your  tongue,  draw  it  close ;  and  cut  off  the  spare  hair.  See 
Fig.  5.  Plate  XII. 

*  In  some  former  editions  of  this  book,  the  author  has,  in  this  place, 
mentioned  CbarUs  Kiriy  as  a  maker  <rf  excellent  hooks  t  of  whom  take  tho 
following  account :  He  was  famous  for  the  neatness,  and  form  of  his  hooks  $ 
when,  being  introduced  to  prince  Rupert^  whose  name  frequently  occurs 
in  the  history  of  king  Charles  the  First's  reign,  the  prince  communicated 
to  him  a  method  of  tempering  them,  which  has  been  continued  in  the  fa- 
aaily  to  this  time ;  there  bein^  a  lineal  descendant  of  .th^  above-named 
Charles  Kirby  now  [1760]  living  in  CrowtherVwell-allcy,  near  Alders- 
^te-street, — whose  nooks,  for  their  shape  and  temper,  exceed  all  others. 
This  story  is  the  more  likely  to  be  true;  as  it  is  well  known^  that  the 
German  nobility,  in  the  last  century,  were  much  addicted  to  chemistry, — 
and,  that  to  this  prince  Rupert  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  invention  of 
jgnping  in  mezsotinto.    See  a  head  of  his  scraping  in  £velyn*s  Seul^urm. 
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meet  there,  the  ninih  ^  May  next,  about  two  ef  tbe 
dodL ;  and  I'll  want  nothing  that  a  fisher  Bbould  be 
furnished  with. 

Pise.  Well!  and  I'll  not  fail  you,  God  wiUingy 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed. 

Ven.  1  thank  you,  good  master !  aod  I  will  not  &il 
you.  And,  good  ma^er!  tell  me  what  Baits  mope, 
vou  remember  ;  for  it  will  not  now  be  long  ere  i¥e  shall 
be  at  Tottenham-high-cross,-— and  when  we  coraethi* 
ther,  I  wiU  make  you  some  requital  of  your  pains,  ^by 
repeating  as  choice  a  Copy  of  Verses  as  any  we  nave 
heard,  since  we  met  together ;  and  that  is  a  proud 
word,  for  we  have  heard  very  sood  ones. 

Pise.  Well,  scholar !  and  I  shall  be  then  right  glad 
to  hear  them.  And  I  will,  as  we  walk,  tell  you  what- 
loever  comes  in  my  mind^'  that  I  think  may  be  worth 
your  hearing.  Yoa  may  make  another  choicb 
BAIT  thus :  take  a  handful  or  two  of  the  best  and  big* 

frest  wheat  you  can  get ;  boil  It  in  a  little  milk,  like  af 
rumity  is  boiled,— -boil  it  so  till  it  be  soft:  andtheQ 
fry  it,  very  4eisurely ,  with  honey,  and  a  little  beaten 
saffron  dissolved  in  milk:  And  you  will  find  this  a 
choice  baity— andgood,  I  thiok,  for  any  fish,  especi- 
ally for  Roach,  Dace,  Chub,  or  Grayling:  I  know 
not  but  that  it  may  be  as  good  for  a  river  Carp,  and  es- 
pecially if  the  ground  be  a  little  baited  with  it. 

And  you  may  also  note,  that  the  Spawn  of  most  fish 
is  a  very  tempting  bait,  being  a  little  harclened  on  ^ 
warm  tile,  and  cut  into  fit  pieces*. .  Nay,  mulberriei^ 
and  those  black-berries  'which  grow  upon  briars,  be 
ffood  baits  for  Chubs  or  Carps :  with  these,  many  have 
been  taken  in  ponds,  and  in  some  rivers  where  such 
tiees  have  grown  near  the  water,  and  the  fruits  ens* 
tomarily  dropt  into  it.  And  there  be  a  hundred  other 
baits— more  than  can  be  well  named— which,  by  con- 
stant baiting  the  water,  will  become  a  tempting  bait 
for  any  fish  in  it. 

You  are  also  to  know,  That  there  be  divers  kinds  of 
Cadis,  or  Case-worms,  that  are  to  be  found,  in  this 

«  Sm  tl^e  note  in  fftge  4^ 
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nation,  in  several  distinct  counties,  and  in  8eire.nil 
little  brooks  that  relate  to  big!^  rivers;— >a8  namely^ 
cme  cadis  called  a  piper;  whose  husk,  or  case,  is  n 
piece  of  reed  about  an  inch  long,  or  longer,  and  a$ 
bigj  about,  as  the  compass  of  a  two-pence.  These 
worms  being  kept  three  or  four  days  in  a  woollen  bi^» 
with  sand  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the  bag  wet  once  a 
day,  will  in  three  or  four  days  turn  to  beyellow ;  and 
these  be  a  choice  bait  for  the  Chub  or  ChaFender,-^ 
or,  indeed,  for  any  great  fish,  for  it  is  a  large  bait. 

There  is  also  a  lesser  cadis-worm,  called  a  cocim 
spur  J  heins  in  fashion  like  the  spur  of  a  cock,  sharp 
at  one  end ;  and  the  case,  or  house,  in  which  thif 
dwells,  is  made  of  small  husks,  and  gravel,  and  slime^ 
-»most  curiously,  made  of  these,  even  so  as  to  be  Von* 
dered  at, — ^but  not  to  be  made  by  man,  no  more  than 
a  king-fisher's  nest  can,  which  is  made  of  little  fishes' 
bones,  and  have  such  a  geometrical  interweaving,  and 
connection,  as  the  like  is  not  to  be  done  by  the  art  pf 
man.  This  kind  of  cadis,  is  a  choice  bait  for  any  float- 
fish  ;  it  is  much  less  than  the  piper-cadis^  and  to  be, 
so,  ordered ;  and  these  may  be,  so,  preserved — ten^ 
fifteen,  or  twenty  days,  or  it  may  be  longei  *. 

There  is  also  another  cadis— called  by  some,  a 
straw^worm ;  and  by  some  a  ruff-coat  +  +  o  •  /* 
—whose  house,  or  case,  is  made,  of  ^.305,*^*/  * 
little  pieces  of  bents,  and  rushes,  and 
straws,  and  water- weeds,  and  I  know  not  what; 
which  are  so  knit  together  with  condensed  slime,  that 
they  stick  about  her  husk  or  case,  not  unlike  the  bris* 
ties  of  a  hedge-hog.    These  three  cadises  are,  common- 


*  To  preserve  cadit ,  grashoppers,  caterpilUrs*  oak  worms,  or  natural 
flies,-i-the  following  is  an  cgccellent  method :  Cut  a  round  bough  of  fine 
green-barked  withy,  about  the  thickness  of  one's  arm ;  and,  taking  off 
the  bark  about  a  foot  in  lengrth,  turn  both  ends  together,  into  the  form  of 
«n  hoop,  and  fasten  them  with  a  pack-needle  and  thread ;  then  stop  up 
the  bottom  with  a  bung-cork :  and  with,  a  red  hot  wire,  bore  the  oars 
iiiU  of  holes:  (see  Plate  XII.  Fig.  6.)  Into  this,  put 
Tonr  baits;  tie  it  over  with  a  colewort  leaf|;  and  f  The  Edlhr 
uy  it  in  the  grass  every  night.  In  this  manner,  ca-  bat  here  traiu* 
dis  may  be  kept,  till  they  turn  to  flies.  To  gnuhop-  ^sed  0  line* 
pers,  you  may  put  grass. 
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}jy  taken  in  the  b^innine  of  summer ;  and  are  gooiif 
indeed,  to  take  any  kind  of  fish,  iviih  float  or  other- 
wise. I  might. (ell  you  of  many  more  which,  as  these 
do  early, — so  those  have  their  time,  a)so,  of  (umine 
to  be  flies,  later  in  summer : '  but  I  might  lose  myself, 
and  tire  you,  by  such  a  discourse:  I  shall  therefore 
but  remember  you,  that  To^know  these ^  and  their  se* 
veral  liinds^^^and,  to  what  flies  erety  particular  cadis 
turns;  andf  then^  how  to  use  them^jirst^  as  they  be 
cadisy  andj  afien  as  they  be  Jlies :  is  an  art ;  and  an 
art  that  every  one  that  professes  to  be  an  angler  has  not 
leisure  to  search  after,  and  if  he  had,  is  not  capable  of 
learning*. 

•  •»  The  several  torts  oipbrwaHea^  or  cadews— in  their  njmpba^  or  mag- 
*  got  itate^-thus,  house  themselves:  one  sort,  in  straws,  called  from  thence 
"■  straw-worms ;  others,  in  two  or  more  sticks  laid  parallel  to  one  an* 
^  other,  creeping  at  the  bottom  of  biooks ;  others,  with  a  small  bundle— 
"*  of  pieces  of  rushes,  duck- weed,  sticks,  \^t.  glued  to^^the;*, — wherewith 
'  '*  thev  float  on  the  top,  and  can  row  themselves  therem,  about  the  waters, 
■'■with  the  help  of  tneir  feet:  both  these  are  called  cad-bait.  Divers 
■*  sorts  there  are,  which  the  reader  may  see  a  summary  of,  from  Mr. 
*■  WiUoughby,  in  Rati  Method,  Insect,  p.  12,  together  with  a  good, 
**  though  very  brief,  description  of  the  papftionaceous  fly  that  comes 
**  from  the  cad-bait  cadew.  It  is  a  notable  architectonic  faculty,  which 
^  all  the  variety  of  these  animals  have,  to  gather  such  bodies  ae  are  ftteu 
^  for  their  fnrpuey  and  them  to  glue  them  together:  some  to  be  heavier  than 
<*  water,  that  the  animal  may  remain  at  bottom^  where  its  food  is ;  (for 
«*  which  purpoe,  they  use  stones,  together  with  sticks,  rushes,  i^e,t) 
«t  and  some  to  be  lighter  than  water,  to  float  m  the  tap, — and,  gather  its 
**  food  from  thence.  These  little  houses  look  coarse,  and  shew  no  ereat 
**  artifice  outwardly ;  but  are  well  tunnelled,  and  made,  within,  with  a 
**  bard  tough  paste, — into  which,  the  hind  part  of  the  maggot  is  so  fixed, 
**  that  it  can  draw  its  cell  after  it  anv  where,  without  danger  of  leaving 
^  it  behind ;  as  ako  thrust  out  its  body,  to  reach  what  it  wanteth ;  or, 
**  withdraw  it  into  its  cell  to  guard  it  against  harms/*   Phys,  TbeoL  IKH. 

I'hus  much  of  cadis,  in  general,  as  an  illustration  of  what  our  author 
has  said  on  that  subject.    But  to  be  more  particular: 

That  which  Walton  calls  the  piper-cadis  I  have  never  seen;  but  a 
very  learned  and  ingenious  friend  of  mine,-  who  has,  for  fifty  years  past, 
leen  an  angler,  and  a  curious  observer  of  aquatic  productions,  has  fur* 
cttlied  me  with  an  Account  of  that  insect ;  which  I  stiall  give  the  reader,  ' 

in  nearly  his  own  wrrds^:  I 

**'  The  piper-cadis  I  take  to  be  the  largest  of  the  tribe,  and  that  it  take*  | 

^  it»  name  not  from  any  sound,'  but  figure.     I  never  met  with  it  but  ia  | 

«*  rivers,  running  u)>on  beds  of  iime^stone  or  large  pebbles;  they  are  I 

**  comn:on  in  Northern  and  Welch  streams.    The  cadrw  itself  ia  about  , 

**  ail  inch  long,  and,  in  some,  above.  The  case  is  straight,  and  rough;  the 
**  outward  surface  covered  with  gravel  or  sand :  the  fistula,  or  pipe,  in 
■'  which  it  is  contained,  seems  to  be  a  small  stick,  of  which  the  pitl^  w«a 
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I  will  tell  you,  scholar !  several  countries  have  se- 
veral kinds  of  cadis's,  that,  indeed  differ,  as  much  as 

**  qiiite  deayed,  before  the  iniect,  in  its  state  immediately  succeeding 
**  the  mr,  lodged  itself.  AdTaoced  to  an  aMr«/M— which  is  generally  in 
**  April,  or  the  be^imiing  of  May— it  leaves  iu  case,  and  last  covering, 
*<  a  sort  of  thin  skin  resembling  a  fish's  bladder,  (and  this  is  likewise  the 
**  method  of  the  whole  genus,  as  far  as  I  could  ever  observe,)  and  imme- 
••  diately  paddles  upod  the  top  of  the  water  with  its  many  legs.  It 
"  seldom  mes»  though  it  has  four  wings :  and  of  these  wings  it  is  to  be 
*'  observed,  that,  in  the  infant^sute  of  the  insect,  v/s.  for  a  week  or 
**  longer,  they  are  shorter  than  the  body,  but  afterwards  they  grow  to 
**  be  nill  as  long  or  longer.  This  is  usually  called,  by  ^ortsmen,  the 
**  stone-fl^;  in  Wales  they  name  it  the  water-cricket,  the  size  and  co- 
•*  lour  being  like  that  insect.** 

As  to  the  tock^spury  Bowlker  expressly  says,  in  his  Art  •fAngtingf^,  70* 
that  it  produces  the  May-fly,  or  yellow  cadew ;  which  1  have  ever  un- 
derstood to  be  the  green-drake. 

Tbmt  which  WaKon  calls  the  strarvxvorm,  or  ruff-coat— thoueh,  by  the 
way,  he  certainly  errs  in  making  these  terms  synonymous,  as  willhereafter 
be  niade  to  app^-— and  which  is  described  in  Ray's  Metb^Jus  Iiueciomm'^ 
p.  18.  is,  I  take  it,  the  most  common  of  any,  and  is  found  in  the  river 
Colne,  near  Uzbridge ;  the  New  River, near  London;  the  Wandle,  which 
runs  through  Carshalton,  in  Surrey ;  and  in  most  other  rivers.    Two  of 


tioned,  that  it  produces  many  and  various  flies ;  namely,  that  which  ia 
called,  about  London,  the  withy-fly^-aah-coloured  duns,  of  several 
shapes  and  dimensions,  as  also  light  and  dark  browns,  all  of  than  affording 
great  diversion  in  Northern  streams. 

■  It  now  remains,  to  speak  of  the  rvjj^^^at;  which  seems  to  answer  so 
nearly  to  the  description  which  Walton  has  eiven  of  the  cock-spur ;  viz. 
**  that  the  case,  or  tiouse,  in  which  it  dweUs,  is  made-^of  small  hudcs, 
**  and  eravel  and  slime— -most  curiously  V'  that  there  is  no  accounting  for 
kis  making  the  term  synonymous  with  that  of  the  straw-worm,  which  it 
does  not  in  the  least  resemble :  And,  yet,  that  the  ruff-coat  and  the  cock- 
qrar  produce  different  flies,  notwithstanding  their  seeming  resemblance, 
must  be  taken  for  granted,— unless  we  wiU  reject  Bowlker's  authority ; 
w4ien  he  says  the  cock-spur  produces  the  May-fly,  or  yellow  cadew ; 
which,  I  own,  I  see  no  reason  to  do. 

But,  that  I  may  not  mislead  the  reader,  I  mutt  inform  him,  That 
1  take  the  ruff-coat  to  be  a  spedes  of  cadis  inclosed  in  a  husk  about  aa 
inch  long,  surrounded  by  bits  of  stone,  flints,  bits  of  tile,  t!P'«^— -very  near 
equal,  in  their  sizes;  and  moet  curiously  compacted  together,  like 
mosaic. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1759,  I  took  one  of  the  insects  last  abovtt 
described ;  which  had  been  found  in  the  river  Wandle,  in  Surrey;  and 
put  it  into  a  small  box,  with  sand  at  the  bottom ;  and  wetted  it  five  or  six 
times  a  day,  for  five  days;  at  die  end  whereof,  to  my  great  amazement, 
it  produced  a  lovely  laige  fly—nearly  of  the  sha|)e  of,  but  less  than  a  com- 
mon white  butterfly— with  two  pair  of  cloak  wings,  and  of  a  light  cin- 
namoa  colour  i  t^e  flgore  of  the  pusk,  and  also  of  the  0y,  in  two  positions, 

8 


806  THE  COMPLETE  ANGLEE«  tJLUllM 

dogs  do;  that  is  to  say^  as  much  as  a  very  cur  and  a 
greyhound  do.  These  be,  usually^  bred  in  the  very 
little  rills,  or  ditches,  that  run  into  bigger  rivers ;  ana^ 
I  think,  a  more  proper  bait  for  those  very  rivers  than 
an^  other.  I  know  not  how,  or  of  what,  this  cadis  re- 
ceives life, — or  what  coloured  fly  it  turns  to.  But, 
doubtless,  they  are  the  death  of  many  Trouts :  And 
this  is  one  killing  way : 

Takeone— ormore,  if  need  be — ofihese  large  yellow 
cadis :  pull  off  his  head,  and,  with  it^  puu  out  his 
black  gut ;  put  the  body,  as  little  braised  as  is  possible  jf 
on  a  very  little  hook,  armed-fon  with  a  red  hair,  which 
will  shew  like  the  cadis-«head, — and  a  very  little  thin 
lead,  so  put  upon  the  shank  of  the  hook  that  it  may 
sink  presently.  Throw  this  bait,  thus  ordered — ^which 
will  look  very  yellow— into  any  great  still  hole  where 
a  Trout  is ;  and  he  will  presently  venture  his  life  for  itf 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  if  you  be  not  espied ;  and  nfl 
that  thebait  first  touch  the  water  before  the  linCr  And 
this  will  do,  best  in  the  deepest  water^ 

if  Kivcn  in  Pkte  XIII.  Fig.  1, 2,  S.  Thit  fl^,  upon  inquiry,  I  find  i» 
calUdt  in  th«  Nordi,  the  luge  light  brown ;  in  Ireland,  and  some  othe^ 
placet^  it  hat  the  name  of  the  flacie-coloiired  brown.  And 
*  AppauBttf  the  method  of  making  it  it  gifcn  in  the  AdiiithtuU  Ust  of 
No.  2.  flies,  under  Septemhtr  *  :  where,  froift  its  imell,  the  reader 

will  find  it  called  th^  large  ^id  light  brown. 

This  seems  to  b«  the  Miuea  ster»rar%a  of  Swammerdam,  described  ixr 
his  Hut.  JmsetK  Gen.  p.  139.  Vide  Morton's  iVitf.  Hist,  of  NtrthamptoK'* 
tbire,f.  ^14. 

And  there  are  naany  other  kinds  of  these  wonderful  creatures ;  as  majr 
l^e  seen  in  Meat,  de  Rtamttur's  Mem^ru  pour  servir  i  PHittoire  Jet  Jn- 
segtttt  Tome  IIL ;  fmtt  which^  for  the  reader's  greater  satis&ction,  the  fi« 
gores  7,  8,  9»  10/  in  Plate  XIIL  are  accwately  delineated.  [And  sea 
ArrtNnxz,  No.  I.'] 

It  is  greatly  to  be  Willed,  tbat  none  had  undertaken  t6  write  on  thif 
tabject,  of  m^rngtU  itueet*,  but  men  oonvemnt  in  the  study  of  natural 
history;  as  Ray,  Deriiain,  Swammerdam^  Reaumur,  and  others  were 9 
tfie  conie^uence  of  whkh  would  have  been,  that  theae  creatures  would 
Im*^  had  names  assigDed  them,  which  would  a<  once  have  cbarac« 
tenured  chemy  and  kept  the  sevieral  species  distinct  from  each  other| 
whereas,  the  several  illiberal  terms  of  cadis,  cadew,  cod-bait,  cad-baitf 
case-worm,  and  cod-worm—- each  of  which,  ih  some  places,*  means  two 
or  three ;  and,  in  others,  all  the  different  sorts  of  those  creature*  yee 
fcnow&--has  been  productive  of  inextricable  confusion,  and  will,  I  §nx^ 
oblige  OS  to  consider  their  history  aa  among  the  daideraM  of  this  curiou* 
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Ncxtyletme  tell  you,  I  have  been  much  pleased,  To 
iralk  quietly  by  a  brook  i?ith  a  little  stick  in  my  hand 
i^ith  which  I  might  easily  take  these  ;  and  consider  the 
curiosity  of  their  composure  :  And  if  you  shall  ever 
like  to  do  so,  then  ndte,  That  your  stick  must  be  a  lit* 
tie  hasel,  or  willow ;  cleft,  or  have  a  nick  at  one  end 
of  it, — by  which  means,  you  may,  with  ease,  take 
many  of  them  in  that  nick  out  of  the  water,  before  yoU 
liave  any  occasion  to  use  them.  These,  my  honest 
scholar !  are  some  observations-^^told  to  you  as  they, 
now,  come  suddenly  into  my  memory — of  which  yon 
may  make  some  use.  But  for  the  practical  part :  it  id 
that  that  makes  an  angler :  it  is  diligence,  ana  observa^ 
tion,  and  practice,  and  an  ambition  to  be  the  best  iii 
the  art,  that  must  do  it  *•     1  will  tell  you,  scholar  1 

^  The  author  has  now  done  describmg  the  several  kitub  rffobt  except- 
ing  the  few  little  ones  that  follow,  with  the  method*  •/  taki^  tbemi  but 
has  said  little  or  nothing  of  »loat-pishing;  it  may,  therelorei  not  be 
amiss,  here  to'  lay  down  some  rules  about  it. 

Let  the  rod  b^  Beht  and  stiff,  and  withal  so  sm^  in  the  spring,  as  to 
Itrike  at  the  tip  of  ue  whale-bone:  from  fourteen  to  fifteen  feet  is  a  good 
length. 

In  places  where  you  sometimes  meA  with  Barbel,  as  at  Shepperton  and 
Hampton,  in  Middlesez/^the  fittest  line  is  one  of  iiz  or  feven  hairs,  at 
top,  and,  so,  diminishing  for  two  yards;  let  the  rest  be  strong  Indian 
grass,  to  witliin  about  half  a  yard  of  the  hook, — ^which  may  be  whipped 
to  a  fine  ^rass  or  silk- worm  gut.  And  this  line  wiU  kill  a  fish  of  six 
pounds  weight. 

But,  for  mere  Rbach  and  Dace-fishing,  aecustdm  yoorself  to  a  nnele* 
hair  line;  with  which,  an  artist  may  kill  a  fish  of'^a  pound  and  a  half 
weight. 

.  For  yoor  floac :  In  slow  streams,  a  neat  round  goose  quiU  is  proper  i 
but  for  deftp  or  rapid  rivers,  or  in  an  eddy,  the  cork,  shaped  like  a  pear, 
^  indisputably  the  best ;  which  should  not,  in  general,  exceed  the  size  of 
a  nntmegs  let  not  the  q[uill,  which  you  put  through  it,  be  more  than  half 
an  inch  above,  and  below,  the  cork;«and  this  float,  though  some  prefer  a 
•wan's  quill,  hail  great  advantage  over  a  bare  quUl ;  for  the  quul  being 
defended  from  the  water  by  the  cork,  does  not  soften,  and  the  cork  enables 
you  to  lead  your  line  so  heavilv,  as  that  the  hook  sinks  almost  as  soon 'as 
yon  put  [it]  into  the  water;  wnerea%  when  you  lead  but  lightly,  it  does 
liot  eo  to  the  bottom  till  it  is  near  the  end  of  your  swim.  See  the  form  of 
the  float,  Plate  XI.  Fig.  16.  And  in  leading  jour  lines,  be  care^  to  ha* 
lance  them  so  nicely,  uiat  a  very  smaU  toncn  will  sink  them ;  some  use 
for  this  purpose  lead  shaped  like  a  barley-cotn ;  but  there  is  nothing  bet* . 
ter  to  lead  with  than  shot,  which  you  must  have,  ready  deft,  always  with 
you;  remembering,  that  when  you  fi&  fine,  it  is  better  to  have  on  your 
line  a  great  number  of  maU,  tbiaa  a  few  large,  shot. 

a  9 
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I  once  heiird  one  say,  ^^  I  envy  not  him  that  eats  better 
*'  meat  then  I  do ;  nor  him  that  is  richer,  or  that  wears 
"  better  clothes  then  I  do ;  I  envy  nobody  but  him, 
^'  and  him  only,  that  catches  more  fish  than  I  do/' 
And  such  a  man  is  like  to  prove  an  angler ;  and  this 
noble  emulation  I  wish  to  you,  and  all  young  anglers. 

Whip  the  end  of  the  quill,  round  the  plug,  with  fine  silk,  well  waied; 
this  will  keep  the  water  out  of  your  float,  andpresenre  it  greatly. 

In  fishine  with  a  float, — ^your  line  mast  be  about  a  toot  shorter  thaq 
your  rod ;  for  if  it  is  longer,  you  cannot  so  well  command  your  hook 
when  you  come  to  disengage  your  fish. 

Pearch  and  Chub  are  caught  with  a  float,  and  also  Gudgeons ;  and, 
sometimes.  Barbel  and  Grayling. 

For  Carp  and  Tench,  which  are  seldom  caught  but  in  ponds,— use  a 
Tery  small  goose,  or  a  duck,  quill  float ;  and,  for  ground  bait,  throw  in, 
every  now  and  then,  a  bit  of  chewed  bread. 

For  Barbel^ — the  place  should  be  baited  the  night  before  you  fish,  with 
graves,  which  are  the  sediment  of  mdted  tallow,  and  may  be  had  at  the 
tallow-chandler's.  Use  the  same  ground-bait,  while  you  are  fishing,  as 
for  Roach  and  Dace. 

In  fishing,  with  a  float,  for  Chub, — in  warm  weather,  fidi  at  mid- 
water;  in  cool,  lower;  and  in  cold,  at  the  ground. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Q/" /Ac  Minnow,  or  Penk;  oftheLoAcn;  and  of  the 
Bull-Head,  or  MillerVThumb.  [awrf  of  the 
Sticklebag.     How  to  bait  with  them.} 

PigCATOR. 

THERE  be  also  three,  or  four,  other  little  fish  that 
I  had  almost  forgot ;  that  are,  all,  without  scales,— 
and  may,  for  excellency  of  meat,  be  compared  to  any 
fish  of  greatest  value  and  largest  size.  They  be, 
usually,  full  of  eggs  or  spawn,  all  the  months  of 
summer :  for  they  breed,  often ;  as  it  is  observed 
mice,  and  many  of  the  smaller  four-footed  creatures 
of  the  earth  do,— -and  as  those,  so  these,  come  quickly 
to  their  full  growth  and  perfection.  And  it  is  needful 
that  they  breed,  -both  onen  and  numerously ;  for  they 
be — ^besides  other  accidents  of  ruin — both  a  prey,  and 
baits,  for  other  fish.  And,  first,  I  shall  tell  you  of  the 
Minnow  or  Penk. 

The  Minnow  hath,  when  he  is  in  perfect  season — 
and  not  sick,  which  is  only  presently  after  spawning-— 
a  kind  of  dappled  or  ^aved  colour  like  to  a  panther^ 
on  his  sides,  inclining  to  a  greenish  and  sky-colour ; 
his  belly  being  milk  white ;  and  his  back,  almost  black 
or  blackish.  He  is  a  sharp  biter  at  a  small  worm;, 
and  in  hot  weather  makes  exqellent  sport  for  young 
anglers^  ot  boys,  or  women  that  love  that  recreation* 
And  in  the  spring,  they  make  of  them  excellent  Min- 
now-tansies ;  for  being  washed  well  in  salt,— and  their 
heads  and  tails  cut  off,  and  their  guts  taken  out, 
and  not  washed  after, — ^they  prove  excellent  for  that 
use,  that  is,  htmg  fried  with  yolks  of  eggs;  the 
flowers  of  cowslips^  and  of  primroses  /  and  a  little 
tansy  z  thus  used,  they  make  a  dainty  dish  of  meat. 


310         THE  COMFLETB  ANaLCa.       PART  I. 

The  Loach  is,  as  I  told  you,  a  most  dainty  fish ; 
he  breeds,  and  feeds,  in  little  and  clear  swift  brooks  or 
rills, '  and  lives  there  upon  the  gravel,  and  in  (ho 
sharpest  streams :  he  grows  not  to  be  above  a  finger 
long,  and  no  thicker  than  is  suitable  to  that  length  •  Thk 


LOACH. 


is  not  unlike  the  shape  of  the  Ed :  he  has  a  beard 
or  wattles  like  a  Barbel.  He  has  two  fins  at  his  sides, 
four  at  his  belly,  and  one  at  his  tail ;  he  is  dappled 
with  many  black  or  brown  spots ;  his  mouth  is,  bar* 
bel-like,  under  his  nose.  This  fish  is,  usually,  full  of 
^gs  or  spawn ;  and  is  by  Gesner,  aiid  other  learned 
physicians,  commended  tor  great  nourishment,  and, 
to  be  very  grateful  both  to  the  palate  and  stomach 
of  sick  persons.  He  b  to  be  fished  for,  with  a  very 
small  worm-»at  the  bottom;  for  he  very  seldom,  or 
never,  rises  above  the  gravel,  on  which  I  told  you  be 
usually  gets  his  living. 

The  Miller's-thumb,  or  Bull-head,  is  a  fish  of 
no  pleasing  shape.  .He  is,  by  Gesner  compared  to 
the  Sea-to^-fish,  for  his  similitude  and  shape.  It 
has  a  head  big  and  flat,  much  greater  than  suitable 
to  liis  body ;  a  mouth  very  wide,  and  usually  gaping ; 
he  is  without  teeth,  but  his  lips  are  very  rough,  much 
like  to  a  file.  He  hath  two  fins  near  to  his  giUs, 
which  be  roundish  or  crested;  two  fins,  also,  under 
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the  belly;  two,  on  the  back ;  one,  below  the  vent :  and 
the  fin  of  his  tail,  is  round,  Nature  hath  painted  the 
body  of  this  fish  with  whitish,  blackish,  brownish  spots. 
They  be,  usually,  full  of  eggs  or  spawn,  all  the  summer, 
I  mean  the  females;  and  those  eggs  swell  their  vents 
almost  into  the  form  of  a  dug.  Tliey  begin  to  spawn 
about  April;  and,  as  I  told  you,  spawn  several  months 
in  the  summer.  And  *  in  the  winter,^*-tbe  Minnow, 
and  Loach,  and  Bull-head  dwell— -in  the  mud,  and  as 
the  Eel  doth ;  or,  we  know  not  where,  no  more  than 
we  know  where  the  cuckow  and  swallow,  and  other 
half-year  birds,  which  first  appear  to  us  in  April, 
spend  their  six  cold,  winter,  melancholy  months* 
This 


SLTXi-HEAS. 


^  Sinte  Walton  wrote^-there  hat  bten  brought  into  Ef^knul^  Iron 
Germany,  a  species  of  sraall  fiih,  resembling  Carp  in  Bhape  and  colour, 
called  Crucians:  with  which*  man/  ponds  are  now  pleBtifuOy  stocked. 

There  has  also  been  lately  brought  hither  from  China,  those  beautiful 
creatures  G^U  and  Silver  Fisb ;  the  first  are  oi  an  orange-colour,  with 
very  shining  scales,  and  finely  yarie^ted  with  black  and  dark  brown; 
the  Silver  Fish  are  of  the  colour  of  Silver  tissue,  with  scarlet  fins,  With 
which  colour  they  are  curiously  marked  in  several  parts  of  the  body. 

These  fish  are  usually  kept  in  ponds,  basins,  and  small  reservoirs  of 
water ;  to  which  they  are  a  delightful  ornament.  And  it  is  now  a  very 
common  practice  to  keep  them  m  a  large  glass  vessel  like  a  punch  bowl. 
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does  usually  dwell,  and  hide  himself,  in  holes,  or  amongst 
stones  in  clear  water  ;  and  in  very  hot  days,  will  lie  a 
lons^  time  very  still,  and  sun  himself,  and  will  be  easy 
to  be  seen  upon  any  flat  stone,  or  any  gravel ;  at  which 
time,  he  will  sufier  an  angler  to  put  a  hook,  baited 
with  a  small  worm,  very  near  unto  his  very  mouth  : 
and  he  never  refuses  to  bite,  nor  indeed  to  be  caught 
with  the  worst  of  anglers.  Matthiolus*  commends  him 
much  more,  for  his  taste  and  nourishment,  than  for -his 
shape  or  beauty.  . 

There  is  also  a  litHe  fish  called  a  Stickles  a  g  : 
a  fish  without  scales,  but  hath  his  body  fenced  with 
several  prickles.  I  know  not  where  he  dwells  in 
winter;  nor  what  he  is  good  for  in  summer,  but 
only  to  make  sport  for  boys  and  women-anglers^ 
and  to  feed  other  fish  that  be  fish  of  prey:  as  Trouts, 
in  particular,— who  will  bite  at  him,  as  at  a  Penk ; 
and  better,  if  your  hook  be  rightly  batted  with  him, — 
for  he  may  be  so  baited  as,  his  tail  turning  like  the 
sail  of  a  windmill,  will  make  him  turn  more  quick 
than  any  Penk  or  Minnow  can.  For  note,  that  the 
nimble  turning  of  that,  or  the  Minnow,  is  the  per* 
fection  of  Minnow-fishing.  To  which  ^  end, — if  you 
put  your  hook  into  his  mouth,  and  out  at  his  tail ; 
and,  then — having  first  tied  him,  with  white  thread, 
a  little  above  his  tail;  and  placed  him  after  such  a 
manner  on  your  hook  as  he  is  like  to  turn— then, 
sew  up  his  mouth  to  your  line:  And  he  is  like  to 
turn  quick,  and  tempt  any  Trout:  but  if  he  do 
not  turn  quick, — ^then  turn  his  tail  a  little,  more 
or  less,  towards  the  inner  part,  or  towards  the  side 
of  the  hook ;  or  put  the  Minnow,  or  Sticklebag,  a 
little  more  crooked  or  more  strait  on  your  hook; 
until  it  will  turn  both  true  and  fast:  And  then 
doubt  not  but  to  tempt  any  great  Trout  that  lies 

-with  fine  gravel  strewed  at  the  bottom :  frequently  changing  the  water, 
and  feeding  them  with  bread  and  eentles.  Those  who  can  take  more 
pleasure  in  angling  for,  than  in  beholding  them — which,  I  confess  I  could 
never  do— may  catch  them  with  gentles;  but  though  costly,  they  are  but 
coarse,  food. 

*  I*ttruj  Andreas  Mattiioluit  of  Sienna,  an  eminent  physician  of  the 
ttxteenth  century,  famous  for  his  Commentaries  on  some  of  the  writings  of 
Pioscorides. 
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in  a  swift  stream  *.  And  the  Loach  that  I  told  you 
of,  will  do  the  like :  no  bait  is  more  tempting,  pro- 
Tided  the  Loach  be  not  too  big* 

And  now,  scholar !  with  the  nelp  of  this  fine  morning, 
and  your  patient  attention,  I  have  said  all  that  mj 
present  memonr  will  afford  roe,  concerning  most  of 
the  several  fisa  that  are  usually  fished  for  in  fresh 
waters. 

Ven.  But,  master !  you  hare  by  your  former  ci^ 
Tility  made  me  hope^  that  you  .  will  make  good 
your  proi^ise,  and  say  something  of  the  several 
rivers  that  be  of  most  note  ia  this  nation ;  and  also 
of  fish-ponds,  and  the  ordering  of  them:  and  do 
it,  I  pray,  good  master!  for  I  love  any  discourse 
of  rivers,  and  fish  and  fishing ;  the  time  spent  in 
such  discourse  passes  away  very  pleasantly. 

*  The  Minnow,  if  used  in  this  manner,  is  so  tempting  a  bait,  that  few 
fish  are  able  to  resist  it.  The  present  Earl  of  ••••*••*  told  me,  that,  in 
the  month  of  June  last,  at  Kimpton  Hoo,  near  Wellwyn,  in  Hefe>tford8hire, 
he  caught  (with  a  Minnow)  a  Xud,  a  fish  described  in  pagne  201,  which — 
inasmuch  as  the  JRud,  as  not  reckoned,  nor  does  the  situation  of  his  teeth, 
w^ic^  are  in  his  throat,  befpeak  him  to  be  a  fish  of  pre^ — is  a  fact  faiore 
extraordinary  than  that  related,  by  Sir  George  Hastings,  in  Chap.  IV.  of  a 
For£dge  Treut^  (of  which  kind  of  fish  none  had  ever  fa«en  known  to  bo 
iaken  with  an  angle,}  which  he  caught,  and  supposed  it  bit  for  wanton-^ 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 
Of  zcotrci  RiTEBs,  and  some  Observations  of  Fif  h« 

PUCATOR.         * 

WELL,-  scholar !  lince  the  i¥avs  and  weather  do  both 
favour  us,  and  that  we  yet  see  not  Tottenham  cross,— you 
shall  see  my  wiUingness  to  satisfy  your  desire.  And, 
first,  for  the  rivers  of  this  nation :  there  be — as  you 
may  note  out  of  Doctor  Heylin's  Geography  ♦,  and 
others«:-in  number  325 ;  but  those  of  chiefest  note,  ho 
ineckons  aikl  describes  as  iblloweth  ; 

The  chief  is  Thatnesis;  compounded  of  two  rivers, 
Thame  and  lsi8,---whercof  the  former,  rising  sotne^ 
what  beyond  Thame  ia Buckinghamshire,  ana  the  lat-^ 
ier  near  CirenceMer  in  Gloucestershire,  meet  together 
about  Dorchester  in  Oxfordiihire;  the  issue  of  which 
liappy  conjunction  is  the   TAcimeJt^,   or  Thames  f; 

*  |t  should  be  Dr.  Heylin^s  Cosmwn^bji*  a  book  well  known.  Great 
confusion  arisen  from  the  want  of  a  clear  iaea  of  the  many  words  in  our 
language  that  ha^  this  termination ;  but  it  seenii  they  are  weU  under- 
stood by  some.  Ab6ut  forty  years  ago,  Mr.  Jfefferys,  a  printseller  at  the 
comer  of  St.  MartinVlane,  aAd  a  grea^  engrayer  of  maps,  2ot  himself 
to  be  enrolled  in  the  list  of  the  seryants  of  Frederick,  prince  of  Wales,  by 
the  designation  of  peogr^ber  tb  {lis  Royal  Hjghness.  Rocqne,  who 
published  the  great  map  of^J^ondon— at  that  time  a  youne  man,  and  de- 
sirous of  an  honourable  adjunct  to  his  name — applied,  WQrtly  after,  to 
the  servants  of  the  Prince,  and  with  the  tender  of  a  prope^  gratuity,  so? 
licited  the  same  apppintment:  but  was  given  to  understand  l^y  them,  that 
he  was  too  late,  for  that  the  office  of  Geographer  was  dxspoted  of;  but 
they  ^probably  hearing  the  chink  of  his  money)  comforted  hi|n  by  say- 
ing, tnat  they  could  set  him  down,  in  terms  of  their  own  invention* 
either  Topographer^  or  Choregrapher^  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  prince* 
The  charm  of  these  sqnorous  appellations  was  too  strong  to  |)e'  resisted* 
Mr.  Rocque,  thereforr,  after  dpe  deliberation  upon  a  matter  so  iznport- 
ant,  made  choice  of  ^e  forme/^ ;  and,  in  addition  to  bis  name,  caused  it 
to  be  painted  on  the  front  of  his  shop  in  the  Strand.' 

f  1  hough  the  current  opinion  ist  that  the  Thames  had  its  name  firom 
the  conjunction  of  Thame  and  /ri/,r-it  plainly  appears  that  the  leh  wa^ 
idways  called  Thamee^  or  Temt^  before  it  came  near  the  Tlmr.  Gibson's 
Camden^   £dit.  1753.  p.  99.     . 

And  as  to  the  head  df  the  Thame ;  although  it  is  generally  supposed  to 
be  in  Oxfordshire,  Camden  (whom  we  may  suppose  Wakon  toUowed) 
J7ri/.  315.  says  it  is  in  Buckinghamshire. 
^  put  what  shall  we  say  to  the  following  account,  which  lAinbarde  hat 
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hence,  it  flieth  betwixt  Berks,  Buckinghamshire,  Mid- 
dlesex,  Surrey,  Kent,  and  Essex, — and,  so,  weddeth 
himself  to  the  Kentish  Med  way,  in  the  very  jaws  of  the 
ocean.  This  glorious  river  feeleth  the  violence  and 
kienefit  of  the  sea  more  than  any  river  in  Europe;  ebb- 
ing and  flowing,  twice  a  day,  more  than  sixty  miles : 
about  whose  banks  are  so  many  fair  towns  and  princely 
palaces,  that  a  German  *  poet,  thus,  truly  spake; 
T/aCampoSj  jfc. 

We  law  10  nnay  woods  aod  priooelj  boweni 
Sweet  fieldf,  braye  palaoet,  and  itatelj  towen  i 
So  manj  (ardeiM  drest  wiUi  carious  care  f 
That  Thames  with  rojal  Tiber  maj  compare. 

2.  The  second  river  of  note  is  Sabrina^  or  Severn : 
it  hath  its  beginning  in  Plinlimmon-hill,  in  Mont- 
adopted  ?  **  Tame  (saith  Iceland)  tprioffeth  out  of  the  hilk  of  Hertfordc 
^  shire,  a!  a  place  called  Bolboprne^  few  miles  hpm  Penlye,  (the  house 
^  of  a  fiunily  of  gentlemen  called  Vemeys^  it  runneth  from  thence  to 
'<  Aylesbury,  in  Buc]un|;hamshire,  and  to  Tame,  (a  market  town  in  Ox- 
M  fordshire,  whereunto  it  giTeth  the  name,^  then  passmg  under  Whatley- 
**  bridge,  it  cometh  to  Dorcbetter,  and  nard  by  joineth  with  Uis,  or 
<<  Ottse,  and  from  that  place  Joineth  with  it  in  name  alsa"  DUthnarium 
Tt^rapb'uum  voce  THAMK. 

Unfortunately^  Leland*s  manuscript,  has  lost  twenty^five  leaves,  in 
that  part  of  it  where  one  might  expect  to  find  this  passage.  But  the  folf 
lowing  OKtract,  from  an  author  ot  great  authority,  and  who  had  a  seat 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  will  determine  the  question. 

**  The  Tbamf  (the  most  famous  river  of  England)  issues  from  three 
•*  headsy  in.  the  parish  of  Tring;  the  first  rises  m  an  orchard,  near  the 
<*  parsonage-house;  the  second  in  a  place  called  Dundell;  and  the  other 
^  proceeds  firom  a  spring,  named  Bulooume, — which  last  stream  joins  the 
«  other  waters,  at  a  place  called  New-mill :  whence  all,  eliding  together 
**  in  one  current  through  Puttenham  in  this  county,  pass  by  Aylesbury  (a 
«<  £ur  market-town  in  Buckinghamshire)  to  Etherop ;  (an  ancient  plea- 
<•  sant  seat  of  t|iat  npble  fiimiiy  of  the  Dormers,  earls  of  Caernarvon ;) 
^*  and,  crossing  that  county  by  Netley-abbey,  to  Thame,  (a  market-towp 
^  in  Ozfbrddure,  which  borrows  its  name  from  this  river,)  hasteneth 
**  away  by  Whately-bridge  to  Dorchester,  ^an  ancient  episcopal  seat,) 
<•  and  thence  congratulates  the  J*u  ;  bi^t  botn  emulating  each  other  for 
**  the  name,  and  neither  yielding,  they  are  complicated  by  that  of  716a- 
5*  autii**  Sir  Henry  Chauncy*s  Hhtmtai  dnUamtUs  of  ffgrtfordsbir4y  p.S. 
See  also  the  )ater  Maps^  pf  Hertfordshire  and  Buckinghamshire. 

*  Who  this  German  poet  was  I  cannot  find ;  but  the  Tefses,  in  the 
fnigiiial  Latin,  are  in  Heylin'a  Comtgrmphy^  page  840,  and  are  as  follow ; 
Toi  tamfott  syivatf  M  rtgia  teeta^  tot  BortoSf 
Artifiti  txtuiio*  dgxtra,  M  viJimus  area  ; 
Ut  nun$  Autonioi  Thamisi^  nm  Tibride  etritt^ 
9  4 
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gomeryshire ;  and  his  end,  seven  miles  from  Bristol: 
^vashing,  in  the  mean  space,  the  walls  of  ShrewsburjTi 
Worcester,  and  Gloucester,  and  divers  other  places 
and  palaces  of  note. 

3.  Trent^  so  called  from  thid  j  kind  of  fishes  that 
are  found  in  it,  or  for  that  it  receiveth  thirty  lessei 
rivers ;  who,  having  his  fountain  in  Staffordshire,  and 

fliding  through  the  counties  of  Nottingham,  Lincoln, 
Leicester,  and  York,  augmenteth  the  turbulent  cur^ 
rent  of  Ilumber,  the  most  violent  stream  of  all  the  isle. 
This  Humber  is  not,  to  say  truth,  a  distinct  river 
having  a  spring-heud  of  his  own,  but  it  is  rather  the 
mouth,  or  cesiudrium  of  divers  rivers  here  confluent 
and  meeting  together,  namely,  your  Derwent,  and  es- 
pecially of  Ouse  and  Trent ;  and  (as  the  Danow  hay- 
ing received  iiito  its  channel  the  river  Dravu9,  Savus, 
Tibiscus,  and  divers  others)  changeth  his  name  into 
this  of  Humberabmtj  as  the  old  geographers  call  it. 

4.  Medway^  a  Kentish  river;  famous  for  harbour^ 
ing  the  royal  navy» 

5.  Tweedy  the  north-east  bound  of  England ;  on 
whose  northern  banks,  is  seated  the  strong  and  iropregr 
liable  town  of  Berwick. 

6.  Tyne^  famous  for  Newcastle^  and  her  inexhaust* 
ible  coal-pits*.  These,  and  the  rest  of  principal  note, 
£tre  thus  comprehended  in  one  of  Mr.  Drayton's  Sonnets. 

Oar  floodi*  queeO)  Thame9,  for  ihipt  and  iwans  it  crown'd ; 

And  stately  Severn  for  her  shore  is  prais*d| 
The  crysUl  Trent^  for  fords  and  fish  renown'd ; 

And  Avm^9  tame  to  Albion's  cUffs  is  rais^'d ; 

*  It  would  have  been  beside  the  author's  purpose,  and,  indeed,  incon- 
sistent with  the  brevity  of  his  work,  to  have  given  such  a  description 
and  history  of  the  rivers  of  this  kingdom  as  some  readers  would  wish  for. 
Such,  however,  may  find,  in  Selden's  Noiei  w  the  Polyolhion^  a  great  va- 
riety of  curious  and  useful  learning  on  the  subject.  And  it  were  to  be 
wishM  that  some  persons-skilled  tike  Leland,  Camden,  Lambarde,  or 
that  excellent  person  above-mentioned,  in  the  antiquities  of  this  country, 
if  any  such  there  are-^would  undertake  the  delightful  task,  o^  surveying 
them,  and  giving  their  history. 

.  In  the  mean  while  we  would  recommend  to  our  angler  the  use  of  a 
map  of  the  county  where  he  fishes;,  by  means  whereof,  he  may  see  the 
rivers  contained  in  it',  with  their  courses;  which  is,  perhaps  as  much  as 
a  mere  angler  need  know  about  the  matter. 
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Carlegioa  Chester  vauDts  her  holy  Dee  f 
York  many  wonders  of  her  Otue  can  tell  i 
'  The  Peaky  her  Deve^  whose  banks  so  fertile  bCy-— 
•  And  Kent  will  saj  her  Medw^  doth  excel: 
Cotswold  commends  her  /fit  to  the  Taike^ 

Our  Northern  borders  boast  of  Tweed*M  fair  flood } 
Our  Western  parts  extol  the  fVUly^M  fame, 
i^nd  the  old  X^a  brags  of  the  Danish  blood  *, 

•  **  LEE/ir.  LvTani  Saxon.  Luy,  Mar.  [firsait  Marcellinus]  Zti^ 
Polydoro.  "  The  name  of  the  water  which  (runnyn  betwene  Ware  and 
'*  London)  devydethe,  for  a  great  part  of  the  way,  Essex  and  Hertford* 
**  shyre.  It  begynnethe  near  a  place  called  Whitcharche.;  and,  from 
f^  thence  passinge  by  Hertford,  Ware,  and  Waltham,  openethe  into  the 
f '  Thamise.  at  Ham  in  Essex :  wheare  the  place  is,  at  this  day,  called  Lte 
u  Mouthc,  It  hathe,  of  longe  tyme,  borne  vessells  from  London,  7/H 
^  miles  towarde  the  head;  for,  in  tyme  of  Kin^e  Alfirede,  the  Danes  en- 
*^  tered  Leymovthe,  and  fortified,  at  a  place  adjoininre  to  this  rjver,  SO 
^  m^les  from  London :  Where*  by  fortune,  king  Aurede  passinge  by« 
**  espied  that  the  channel!  of  the  ry  ver  might  be  in  suche  sorte  weakened, 
.  <'  that  they  should  want  water  to  retume  withe  their  shippes :  he  caused 
**'  therefore  the  water  to  be  abated  bv  two  greate  trenches,  and  settinge 
**  the  Londoners  upon  theim,  he  maae  them  batteil ;  wherein  they  lost 
*<  fpur  of  their  capitaines,  and  a  greate  nomber  of  their  common  soul- 
^  diersy — the  rest  fiyinge  into  the  castle  which  they  had  builte.  Not  lon|re 
f*  after  they  weare  so  pressed,  that  they  forsoke  all,  and  lefte  their 
*<  shippes  as  a  pray  to  the  Londoners  *,  which  breakin?e  some,  and  bum* 
**  inj^e  other,  conveyed  the  reast  to  London.  This  castle,  for  the  distance^ 
*!  miffhtseme  Harifydn  but  it  was  some  other,  upon  that  banke,  which 
"  had  no  longe  continuance  \  for  Edward  the  elder,  and  son  of  this  Alfrede^ 
".builded  Hcrtfotdt  not  longe  after."  Vide  Lambarde's  Dicthnarium  7«* 
pcgrathieumf  voce  LEE.  Drayton's  Polyflhion,  Song  the  twelfth,  and 
the  first  note  thereon. 

pther  authors,  who  confirm  this  fact,  also  add,  That,  for  the  purposa 
aforesaid,  he  opened  the  mouth  of  the  river.  yiJf  Sir  William  Dugdale*s 
History  •/  tbe  emianking  and  draining  the  fen*^  and  Sir  John  Spelman't 
Life  efJEUred  tbe  Great y  published  by  Heame,in  8vo.  1709;  the  perusal 
ofwhich  last  named  author  will  leave  the  reader  in  very  little  doubt,  but 
that  these  trenches  are  the  verv  same  that  now  branch  off*  from  the  river 
between  Temple-Mills  and  Old-Ford,  and,  crossing  the  Stratford  road, 
enter  the  Thames,  together  with  the  principal  stream,  a  little  below 
Blackwall. 

It  is  hardly  supposable,  that  every  reader  of  this  work  is  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  that  excellent  prince,  whose  wisdom  and  policy  are 
above  celebrated.  I«et  us,  therefore,  stop  a  moment,  to  contemplate 
that  venerable  and  amiable  assemblage  of  rezal  and  private  virtues, 
t^hich  has  hitherto  distinguished  his  name ; — And  when  we  are  told.  That 
he  was  the  founder  of  that  exceUent  conjtituHont  which  even  foreigners 
confess  to  be  the  best  formed  in  tlie  world  for  the  purposes  of  govern- 
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These  observationg  are  out  of  learned  Dr.  Hejiiot 
and  my  old  deceased  friend,  Michael  Drajton;  and 
because  joa  saj,  you  love  such  discouraes,  as  these-^ 
of  rivers,  and  fish  and  fishing — ^I  love  you  the  betto, 
and  love  the  more  to  impart  them  to  you.  Never-f 
theless,  scholar !  if  I  shonld  begin  but  to  name  the  se« 
Teral  sorts  of  strange  fish  tliat  are  usually  taken  ii| 
many  of  those  rivers  that  run  into  the  s^a,  i  might 
bc^et  wonder  in  you,  or  unbelief,  or  both :  and  yet  I 
'will  venture  to  tell  you  a  real  truth,  concerning  one 
lately  dissected  by  Dr,  Wharton,  a  man  of  great 
learning  and  experience,  and  of  equal  freedom  to  com<« 
municate  it ;  one  that  loves  me  and  my  art ;  one  to 
whom  I  have  been  beholden  for  many  of  the  choicest 
observations  that  I  have  imparted  to  you*.  This 
good  man,  that  dares  do  any  thing  rather  than  tell  ai) 
untruth,  did,  1  say,  tell  mc,  he  lately  dissected  one 
strange  fish,  and  he  thus  described  it  to  me : 

ment;  that  he  estahliihed,  if  not  invented,  the  method  of  trtal  iy  Jitria ; 
that  he  built  many  cities  and  churches^  Restored,  if  not  founded,  the  imh 
veriiiy  o/*  Oxford,  and  re^dified  almost  every  monastery  im  his  dominions ;  tha( 
he  /oitgit  no  less  than  Ji/tysix  battles,  inclading  aea-fights ;  that  he  wa^ 
fious,  tvise,  chaste j  temperate,  brave,  learned,  munificent,  and  mercifri ;  and 
that  he  delivered  this  country  from  the  ineupportahU  tyranny  of  the  Donas  ;<-r- 
who  can  reflect  on  his  memory  without  gratitude  and  admiration ! 

Asserius  Menevensis,  his  historian,  tells  as,  that,  **  for  diTtding  hi^ 
**  time,  and  keeping  an  account  of  it, — ^he  caused  wax-candles,  to  the 
«*  number  of  six,  to  be  made,  each  of  th^m  twelve  inches  long,  on 
**  which  he  caused  the  inches  to  be  ^^uu'ked ;  and  having  found  that  one 
^  of  them  burnt  just  four  hours,  be  conunitted  them  to  the  care  of  the 
«*  keepers  of  his  chapel,  who,  from  time  to  time,  gave  him  notice  how 
M  the  hours  went.  But;  as  in  windy  weather  the  candles  were  wasted 
*■  hj  the  impression  of  the  air  on  the  flame,  he,  to  remedy  this  inconve- 
**  nience,  invented  lanthoms,  there  then  being  no  glass  in  his  dominions.** 
The  same  author  has  given  us  the  following  pleasant  story  of  him; 
which  concludes  this  note. 

**  Seeing  his  subjects  fly  the  enemy,  in  the  midst  of  his  country,  he 
«*  took  the  disguise  of  a  conmion  scmier,  and  committed  himself  to  one 
**  who  had  the  keeping  of  the  king's  cows :  whose  wife  havin^^,  one 
'*  day,  set  a  cake  of  bread  to  bake  before  the  fire,  where  the  kmg  sat 
^  trimming  his  bow  and  arrows,  the  cake  burnt,  which  the  king,  heeded 
"  not,  till  the  woman,  enraged  at  his  inattention,  with  all  the  rary  of  a 
••  gooid  housewife,  called  him  an  idle  lubber^  and  gave  him  to  understand, 
^  that  if  he  expected  to  eat,  he  must  tvorh.**  Fide  Spebnan's  Life  of  JElfrei 
aforesaid. 

*  See  an  accoimt  of  him  a;r/«,  pa.  99}  n. 
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^^  The  fish  was  almost  a  yard  broad,  and  twice 
*^  that  length  ;  his  mouth,  ivide  enough  to  receive,  or 
'^  take  into  it,  the  head  of  a  man;  his  stomach,  seven 
*^  or  eight  inches  broad.  He  is  of  a  slow  motion ; 
^^  and  usually  lies,  or  lurks,  close  in  the  mud ;  and 
^'  has  a  moveable  string  on  his  head,  about  a  span  or 
^*  near  unto  a  quarter  of  a/yard  long,— by  the  moving 
*•*  of  which,  which  is  his  natural  bait,  when  he  lies 
^^  close  and  unseen  in  the  mud,  he  draws  other  smaller 
^*  fish  so  close  to  him,  that  be  can  suck  them  into  his 
f*  mouth,  and  so  devours  and  digests  them.'* 

And  scholar!  do  not  wonder  at  this;,  for  besides 
the  credit  of  the  relator,  yon  are  to  note,  Many  of 
these,  and  fishes  which  are  of  the  like,  and  more 
unusual  shapes,  are  very  often  taken  on  the  mouths  of 
our  sea-rivers,  and  on  the  sea-shore.  And  this  will  be 
no  wonder  to  any  that  have  travelled  Egypt ;  where, 
'tis  known,  the  iamous  river  Nilus  does  not  only  breed 
fishes  that  yet  want  names,  but — by  the  overflowing  of 
that  river,  and  the. help  of  the  sun's  heat  on  the  fat 
slime  which  that  river  leaves  on  the  banks,  when  it 
falls  back  into  its  natural  channel*«-8uch  strange  fish 
and  beasts  are  also  bred,  that  no  man  can  give  a  name 
to ;  as  Grotius  in  his  Sopham^  and  others,  have  obr 
served. 

But  whither  am  I  strayed  in  this  discourse !  I  will 
end  it  by  telling  you,  That  at  the  mouth  of  some  of 
these  rivers  of  ours.  Herrings  are  so  plentiful,  as 
namely,  near  to  Yarmouth  in  Norfolk;  and  in  the 
west-country.  Pilchards  so  very  plentiful ;  as  you  will 
Tvonder  to  read,  what  our  learned  Camden  relates  of 
them,  in  his  Britannia^  p.  178,  186. 

Well,  scholar !  I  will  stop  here,  and  tell  you,  what 
by  reading  and  con^rence  I  have  observed  concemiilg 
i^h-ppiids. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

-    Of  Fisii-PoNDF,  and  how  to  order  them. 

DOCTOR  Ijebault,  the  learned  Frenchman,  in  his 
large  discourse  o(  Afaison  Rusiique*^  gives  fhis  direc- 
tion for  making  of  fish-ponds.  I  shall  refer  you  to 
bins,  to  readmit  at  large :  but,  I  think,  I  shall  contract 
it  and  yet  make  it  as  useful. 

He  ailriseth,  That,  when  you  have  drained  the 
ground,  and  made  the  earth  firm  ivhere  the  head  of  the 

Sond  must  be ;  that  you  must,  then,  in  that  plaoe^ 
rive  in  two  or  (hrec  rows  of  oak  or  elm  piles,  which 
should  be  scorched  in  the  fire,  or  half-burnt,  before 
they  be  driven  into  the  earth  ;  for  being  thus  used,  it 
preserves  them  much  longer  from  rotting  :  And  having 
done  sO|  lay  faggots  or  bavins  of  smaller  wood  betwixt 
them:  and,  then,  earth  betwixt  and  above  them  :  And, 
thou,  having  first  vety  well  rammed  them  and  the  earth, 
use  another  pile  in  like  manner  as  the  first  were :  and 
note,  that  the  second  pile  is  to  be,  of  or  about  the 
bcight  that  you  intend  to  make  your  sluice  or  flood* 

fate,  or  the  vent  that  you  intend  shall  con  vev  the  oyer-* 
QWiugs  of  your  pond  in  any  flood  that  shall  endanger 
thebreaking  of  the  pond-dam. 

Then  he  advises,  That  you  plant  willows  or  owlers 
about  it,  or  both.  And,  then,  cast  in  bay ins-rin  some 
places  not  far  from  the  side,  and  in  the  most  sandy 
places— for  fish  both  to  spawn  upon;  and  to  defend 
lehm  and  the  young  fry  from  the  many  fish,  and'al^ 
from  vermin  that  lie  at  watch  to  destroy  them  ^especially 

^  This  book,  translated  into  English  by  Richard  Surflet,  and  corrected 
by  Gervase  Markham,  is  extant,  under  the  title  of  the  Countrej  Farw^m 
London,  1616,  folio. 
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the  spawn  of  the  Carp  and  Tench,  when  Ub  left.to  the 
mercy  of  ducks  or  vermin. 

lie  and  Dubravius,  and  all  others,  advise^  That  jou 
make  choice  of  such  a  place  for  your  pond,  that  it  may 
be  refreshed  with  a  little  rill,  or  with  rain*watcr,  run- 
ning or  falling  into  it.  By  which,  fish  are  more  inclined 
both  to  breed ;  and  are  also  refreshed  and  fed  the  bet- 
ter ;  and  do  prove  to  be  of  a  much  sweeter  and  more 
pleasant  taste. 

To  which  end  it  is  observed,  That  such  pools  as  be 
large,  and  have  most  gravel  and  shallows  where  fish 
may  sport  themselves,  do  afford  fish  of  the  purest  taste. 
And  note,  that  in  al!  pools  it  is  best  for  fish  to  have 
some  retiring  place ;  as  namely,  hollow  banks,  or 
shelves,  or  roofs  of  trees  ;  to  keep  them  from  danger, — 
and,  when  they  think  fit,  from  the  extreme. heat  of  the 
summer,- — as  also,  from  the  extremity  of  cold  in  winter. 
And  note.  That  if  many  trees  be  growing  about  your 
pond,  the  leaves  thereof  falling  into  tbe.water,  make  it 
nauseous  to  the  fish ;  and  the  fish  to  be  so  to  the  eater 
of  it. 

'Tis  noted.  That  the  Tench  and  Eel  love  mud. 
And  the  Carp  loves  gravelly  ground  ;  and,  in  the  hot 
months,  to  feed  on  grass.  You  are  to  cleanse  your 
pond,  if  you  intend  either  profit  or  pleasure,  once 
every  three  or  four  years,  especially  some  ponds  :  and 
then  let  it  lie  dry,  six,  or  twelve  months, — both  to  kill 
the  water-weeds,  as  water  lilies,  candocks,  reate  and 
bulrushss,  that  breed  there  ;  and  also  that  as  these  die 
for  want  of  water,  so  grass  may  ^ow  in  the  pond's  bot- 
tom, which  Carps  will  eat  greedily  in  all  the  hot  months 
if  the  pond  be  clean.  The  letting  your  pond  dry,  and 
sowing  oats  in  the  bottom, — is  also  good,  for  the 
fish  feed  the  faster.  And  being  sometimes  let  dry , — you 
may  observe  what  kind  offish  either  increases'or  thrives 
best  in  that  water ;  for  they  differ  much,  both  in  their 
breeding  and  feeding. 

Lebault  also  advices,  That  if  your  ponds  be  not  yety 
large  and  roomy,  that  you,  often,  feed  yoifr  fish,  by 
throwing  into  them  chippings  of  bread,  curds,  grains. 
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Iff  the  entrails  of  chickens,  or  of  any  fowl  or  beast  that 
70U  kill  to  feed  yourselves ;  for  these  afford  fish  a  great 
relief.  He  says,  that  frogs  and  ducks  do  much  harm^ 
and  devour  both  the  spawn  and  the  young  fryj  of  all 
fish,  especially  of  the  Carp.  And  I  have,  besides  expe^ 
rience,  many  testimonies  of  it.  But  Lebault  allows 
water-frogs  to  be  good  meat^  especially  in  some  months  j 
if  they  be  fat :  but  you  are  to  note,  that  he  is  a  French^ 
man ;  and  we  English  will  hardly  believe  him,  though 
We  know  frogs  are  usually  eaten  in  his  country :  how«s 
tretj  he  advises  to  destroy  them,  and  king-ifishers,  out 
of  your  pondstf  And  be  advises,  not  to  sufier  much 
shooting  dt  wild  fowl ;  for  that,  he  says,-  affrightens^ 
and  harms  and  destroys  the  fish. 

Note,  that  Carps  and  Tench  thrite  and  breed  best* 
when  no  other  fish  is  put  with  them  into  the  same 
pond  ;  for  all  other  fish  devour  their  spawn,  or  at  least 
the  greatest  part  of  it.  And  note,  that  clods  of  grass 
thrown  into  any  pond,  feed  any  Carps  in  sumnfer ;  and 
that  garden-earth  and  parsley  thrown  into  a  pondy 
recovers  and  refreshes  the  sick  fish.  And  note,  that 
when  yon  store,  your  pond,  you  are  to  put  into  it  two 
or  three  melters  far  one  spawner^  if  you  put  them 
into  a  breeding-pond;  but- if  into  a  nurse-pond,  of' 
feeding- pond,  in  which  they  will  not  breed,  then  no 
eare  is  to  be  taken,  whether  there  be  most  male  or  fe- 
male Carps. 

It  is  observed,  that  the  best  ponds  to  breed  Carps : 
are  those  that  be  stoney  or  sanay ;  and  are  warm,  and 
free  from  wind  ;  and  that  are  not  deep,  but  have  wil« 
low-trees  and  grass  on  their  sides,  over  which  the 
water  does  sometimes  flow  i  And  note,  that  Carps  do* 
more  usually  breed  in  marle-pits,  or  pits  that  nave 
cieaii  clay  bottoms,— or,  in  new  ponds, — or  ponds  that 
lie  dij,  a  winter  season, — than  in  old  ponds  that  be 
full  of  mud  and  weeds  *• 

*  It  tt  obteryable,  that  the  atithor  hu  md  ytty  fkiU  of  poDd-firfunr ;' 
iHxich  is,  io  truth,  a  doU  recreation ;  and  to  wluch  I  haye  heard  it  ob' 
jected,  tiut  fith  in  ponds  art  already  canght.  Nevcrcbd^  I  find  duut,  iar 


'    Well,  scholar !  I  hare  told  yoa  the  substance  of  all 
that  either  cAMervation  or.  disGourse,  or  a  diligent  sur- 

iht  canal  at  St.  Jamcs'i  Park^which,   though  a  lam  one,   it  ytt  S 
pond— it  was,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  the  practice  ot  ladies  to  angle. 

«  Beneath/— 9  shole  of  silver  fishes  glides, 
**  And  plajs  about  the  gilded  barges  sides ; 
**  The  Udies,  angling  in  the  chrystal  lake, 
•«  Feast  on  the  waters  with  the  prey  they  take; 
**  At  once  victorious  with  their  lines  and  eyes, 
'*  They  make  the  fishes  and  the  men  their  prise." 

H^aUfr.     Poem  m  St.  Jamti*  Pmrti 
lately  hm^wwihj  its  Afafetty, 

As  the  method  of  ordering  fish-ponds  is  now  veiy  well  known,  and 
there  are  few  books  of  gardening  but  what  give  softne  directions  about  it, 
«^it  is  hoped,  the  reader  will  think  the  foUewiog  quotation  from  Bowlker 
sufficient,  by  way  of  annotation  on  this  chapter. 

**  When  you  intend  to  stock  a  pool  with  Carp  or  Tench^ — make  a 
**  close  rtbering  htdgt^  across  the  head  qf  the  pool,  about  a  yard  distance 
<*  of  the  dam,   and  about  three  feet  above  Che  water;    which  is  the  - 

*  best  refuge  for  them  I  know  of^  and  the  only  method  to  preserve 
**  pool-fish^ — because,  if  any  one  attempts  to  rob  the  pool,  muddiei 
**  the  water,  or  disturbs  it  with  nets,  most  of  the  fiih,  if  not  aU*  im^ 
*«  mediately  flj  between  the  hedffe  and  the  dam,  to  preserve  them- 

*  selves ;  and  m  all  pools,  where  Uiefe  are  such  shelters  and  shades,  the 
'<  fiah  delight  to  swim  backvrards  and  forward^  through  and  round  tiie 
**  same,  rubbing  and  sporting,  themselves  therewith.    This  hedge  ought 
<•  to  be  made,  chiefly,  of  oris,  and  not  too  close;  the  boughs  lone  and 
«  straggling,  towards  the  dam;  by  which  means  youmay  f^d  and  fatten 
«*  ^em  as  you  please.    The  best  baits  for  drawing  them  together,  at 
«  first  are:   maggots,  or  young  wasps }— the  next  are:  bullock's  brain's 
«  and  lob-worms,  chopped  together,  snd  thrown  into  the  pools  in  large 
<<  quantities,  about  two  hours  before  son-set,  summer  and  wmter.  By  thuf 
•I  using  these  ground-^baits,  once  a  day,  for  a  fortnight  together^— the 
<•  fish  will  come  as  constantly  and  naturally  to  the  place,  as  cattle  to 
«•  their  fodder ;  and  to  satisfy  your  curiosity,  and  to  convmce  you  herein,-— 
<■  after  you  have  baited  the  pool  for  some  time,  as  directed,  take  about 
<«  the  quantity  of  a  two-pomy  loaf  of  wheaten  bread,  cut  it  into  slices,  and  . 
^  wet  It ;  then  throw  it  into  the  pool  where  you  had  baited,  and  thtf 
<■  Carp'  will  feed  upon  it :  after  you  have  used  the  wet  bread  thtee  oi^ 
^  four  momingsy— then  throw  some  dry  bread  in,  which  will  lie  on  the 
•*  top  of  the  water ;   and  if  you  vratch,  out  of  sight  of  the  fish,  you 
<'  will  presently  see  them  swim  to  it,  and  suck  it  in.    1  look  upon 
*<  wheaten  bread  to  be  the  best  food  for  them,  though  barley  or  oaten 
<*  bread  is  very  good.  If  there  be  Tench  and  Pearch  in  the  same  pohd,-*« 
^  they  will  feed  upon  the  four  former  baits,  and  not  touch  the  bread.   In- 
**  deed  there  is  no  pool-fish  so  shy  and  nice   as  a  Carp.  When  tho 
**  ynxtt  is  disturbed.  Carp  will  fly  to  the  safest  shelter  they  can ;  vriiicb 
^  I  one  day  observed,  when  assisting  a  gentleman  to  fish  his  pool;  for 
^  another  person  dkturbed  the  water,  by  throwing  the  casting^et« 
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Tey  of  Dubravios  and  LebaulL  hath  told  me:  not  that 
theji  in  their  long  discourses,  bare  not  said  more ;  but 
the  most  of  the  rest  are  so  common  obsenrations,  as  if  a 
man  should  tell  a  good  arithmetician  that  twice  two  is 
fi>un  I  will  therefore  put  an  end  to  this  discourse : 
and  we  will  here  sit  down  and  xest  us. 

«*  but  caught  never  a  Carp;  whcrettpoo  two  or  three  of  as  scripped, 
*'■  and  went  into  the  pool  which  was  provided  with  such  a  sort  of 
;*  a^hedge*  in  it»  at  is  before  described,  whither  the  Carp  had  fled  for 
^  salfety;  then  fishing  with  our  hands  on  both  sides  the  hedge—- that 
**  is,  one  on  either  side — ^we  catched  what  quantity  of  Carp  was 
f  wanting."    AwUer,  6S.    . 

The  reader  may  also  consult  a  book  published  about  the  year  171X1, 
intitled,  A  Dutwrsi  •/  FuB  9^  Fub^ondt^  by  a  person  of  honour ; 
who,  I  have  been  told  by  one  that  kxiew  him,  was  the  Hon.  Roger 
NorUi,  author  of  th«  Lift  •/  tbt  Lord  Sttpcr  GuiUfird.  Vid€^  wtt^ 
page  189. 
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CHAPTER  XXL 

iHrectums  for  making  of  a  Line^  end/or  the  colouring 
of  both  Bod  and  Lincj 

PiSCATOR. 

WELL,  scholar !   I  have  held  you  too  long  about 
these  cadis,   and  smaller  fish,  and  rivers,  and  fish« 

Sonds;  and  my  spirits  are  almost  spent,  and  so  I 
oabt  is  y(>ur  patience:  bat  being  we  are  now 
almost  at  Tottenham,  where  I  first  met  you,  and 
where  we  are  to  part, — I  will  lose  no  time,  but  give 

Jrou  a  little  direction,  How  to  make  and  order  your 
ines,  and  to  colour  the  hair  of  which  you  make  your 
lines,  for  that  is  very  needful  to  be  known  of  an 
angler :  and,  also,  how  to  paint  your  rod,  especially 
your  top;  for  a  ri^ht-grown  top  is  a  choice  com- 
modity, and  should  be  preserved  from  th4  water 
ioaking  into  it,  which  makes  it,  in  wet  weather,  to 
be  heavy,  and  fish  ill-fhvouredly,  and  not  true: 
and,  also,  it  rots  quickly  for  want  of  painting : 
and  I  think  a  good  top  is  worth  preserving,  or  I 
had  not  taken  care  to  keep  a  top  above  twenty 
years*. 

*  The  niAorluiiniig  aaid  nochinip  about  9BQn!Mg,  or  maiinf  toot  in  any 
^art  of  hit  book,  it  wm  thought  proper,  to  iniert  the  following  directioni. 
tor  fiihiiig-«t-the-bottoin-«-whether  with  a  rtuming-Une  or  float — the 
tted  or  cane^rod  ig.  on  account  of  its  Itgfatnett  and  elasticity,  the  best,  es» 
pcdallx  if  yon  angle  for  thote  fiih  which  hite  but  tenderly,  as  Roach  and 
Dace.  And  of  thew,  there  are  rods  that  put  up,  and  make  a  walking 
iti^  There  are  others,  in  many  joints,  that  put  up  altogether  in  a  bag, 
and  are  therefore  called  bag-rods;  these  last  are  very  useful  to  travel 
with,  as  they  take  up  but  little  room.  Next  to  these,  is  the  hasel :  but 
that  is  more  apt  to  warp  than  the  cane  •— these,  as  also  excellent  fly-rods, 
Sre  to  be  had  at  all  the  fishing-tackle  shops  in  London,  and  therefore 
need  no  particolar  deacripdon :  only  be  careful,  whenever  you  bespeak  a 
rod  of  reed  or  cane,  that  the  woikman  does  not  rasp  down  into  the  bark« 
which  grows  round  the  joints,  a  lault  which  the  makers  of  rods  are  often 
fitilty  oil  tk^  cwte^uence  whereof  is,  that  the  rod  is  thereby  made 
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But,  first,  for  your  Line.  First  note,  that  you  aie 
to  take  care  that  your  hair  be  round  and  clear^  and 

weaker  at  the  joiau  than  elsewhere^— and  there  being  no  bark  to  repel 
the  wet,  it  toon  rots,  an4  whenever  you  hook  a  Urge  fish,  certainly  breaju. 
Bnt  if  yon  live  in  the  oonntry,  and  are  forced  to  make  your  own  rod% 
take  these  directions : 

Between  the  latter  end  of  November  and  ChriattUls»  whai  the  np  » 
Rone  down  into  the  roots  of  trees,— gather  the  ttraitest  hasek  jwi  can 
find— for  stocks:  and  let  them,  at  the  greatest  end,  be  about  an  inch  or 
more  in  diameter:  at  the  same  time,  gather  shoots  off  a  less  sise— ftr 
middle-pieces  and  tops;  Tie  them,  tog^ether,  in  abundk,  and  let  themlie  on 
a  drr  floor ;  at  the  end  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  months,  match  them  together  { 
Ana  to  the  slender  end  of  the  fops^— after  cutting  etf  about  <^ht  or  ten 
inches,  whip  a  fine  taper  piece  of  whalebone  of  that  length;  Then  cut-* 
the  enda  offthe  stodc,  the  middle-piece  and  the  top— with  a  long  slant, 
so  that  they  may  join  exactly  to 'each  other;  and  spread  some  sho^ 
makerVwax,  very  thin,  over  the  slants;  bind  them  neatly  with  strong 
waxed  thread.  And  la«Lly,  fix  a  strong  loop  of  horse-hair  to  the  whale* 
bone.  Let  the  rod,  so  madei  Ha  a  week  to  settle  before  you  use  it  In 
this  manner,  also,  yon  are  to  make  a  flv-rod;  only  observe,  that  the  latter 
must  be  much  sltfiderer,  from  the  end  of  the  stock,  than  the  former. 

But,  for  the  neatest  fly-rod  you  can  make :  Get  a  yellow  whole-deal 
board  that  is  freefrom  knots,  cut  off* about  seven  feet  of  the  best  end,  and 
saw  it  into  some  square  breadths;  let  a  joiner  plane  offthe  angles,  and 
make  it  perfectly  round,  a  l&tle  tapering^— and  this  wfll  serve  for  the  stock; 
then  piece  it  to  a  fine  strait  haael,  of  aMut  sixfeet  loo^^— and,  then^a  de^ 
licate  piece  of  fine-grained  yew,  planed  round  like  an  arrow,  and  upermg^^ 
with  whale-bone,  as  before,  of  about  two  feet  in  length.  There  is  no  deter- 
imning,  precisely,  the  length  of  a  fly-rod;  but  one  of  fourteen  feet  is>aak)ng 
as  can  be  well  managed  with  eoebandy  To  celour^  «;eck«— dip  a  feuhtf 
in  aquafiortis,  and  with  your  hand  chafe  it  into  the  deal,  and  it  will  be  of  a 
cinnamon  colour. 

But  before  you  attempt  this  sort  of  work,— you  muft  be  able  to  bind 
neatly,  and  faaten  off;  for  which  directions  are  given,  in  the  noQea  ed 
Chap.XVU. 

when  the  season  is  over,  and  you  have  done  with  your  rods, — take  them 
to  pieces,  and  bind  the  joints  to  a  strait  pole,  and  let  them  continue  so 
bound  tiU  the  Mason  returns'  for  using  them  agaitt%  See  more  directions 
about  the  fly-rod,  Ptot  II.  Chap.  V. 

Rods  for  Barbel,  Carp,  and  other  large  fish,  should  be  of  ha8el,and  pro- 
portionably  stronger  than  thoie  for  Roa^  and  Dace.  And  note,  that  for 
fly-fishing  the  banitboo<ane  is  excellent*  Screws  to  rods  are  not  only 
heavy,  and  apt  to  be  out  of  repair,  but  they  are  absolutely  unnecesnry; 
and  the  common  way  of  inserting  one  joint  in  another  is  sufficiently  se- 
cure, if  the  work  be  true. 

Our  forc£itherswers  wont  to  pursue  even  their  amnsementsinth  great 
formality.  An  Angler  of  the  last  age  must  have  his /E/Acwg^^Mtf,  whiai,  if 
■ot  black,  was,  at  least,  of  a  verv  dark  colour ;  a  black  velvet  cap,  tike 
those  which  jodues  now  wear,  only  larger ;  and  a  rod  with  a  stock  as  long 
flsahalbert:  And,thusequiT>ped,  would  he  stalk  forth  with  the  eyes  of  a 
whole  neii^bourhood  upon  him. 

But  in  these  Uttr  dayt,  Ujrrpis  have  been  int«iMd»  which  the  aqglfr 


free  fiom  galls,  or  scabs,  or  frets :  for  a  well-diosen, 
even,  clear,  rottnd  hair,  of  a  kind  of  glass-colour,  if  ill 
prove  as  strone  as  three  unevcD  scabby  hairs,  that  are 
lU-chosen,  and  full  of  ffalls,  or  nnevenness.  You 
thal^  seldom  find  a  blaw  hair  but  it  is  round,  but 
many  ivhite  are  flat  and  uneven;  therefore,  if  you  eet 
a  lock  of  right,  round,  clear,  glass-colour  hair,  maKe 
much  of  it. 

And  for  making  your  line,  observe  this  rule :  first,  let 
your  hair  be  clean  washed  ere  you  go  about  to  twist  it ; 
and  then  choose  not  only  the  clearest  hair,  for  it,  but 
hairs  that  be  of  an  equal  bigness,  for  such  do  usually 
stretch  all  together,  and  break  all  together — which 
hairs  of  an  unequal  bigness  never  do,  but  break  singly, 
and  so  deceive  the  angler  that  trusts  to  them* 

When  you  have  twisted  your  links,—- lay  them  in 
water,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  at  mst ;  and  then 
twist  them  over  again  before  you  tie  them  into  a  line : 
For  those  that  do  not  so,  shall  usually  find  their  line  to 
have  a  hair,  or  two,  shrink  and  be  shorter  than  the 
rest,  at  the  first  fishing  with  it ;  which  Is  so  much  of  the 
strength  of  the  line  Imt,  for  want  of  first  watmng  it  and 
then  re-twisting  it ;  and  this  is  most  visible  in  a  seven* 
hair  line,  one  of  those  which  hath  always  a  black  hair 
in  the  middle*. 

wxf  mtS^j  conipJ,  and  do  notprodaim  to  all  the  world  where  he  is  going. 
Thoee  for  float-fithing  are  now  become  common :  but  this  invention  has, 
htdy,  been  extended  to  rods  for  fly-fishmg ;  and  here  follows  a  descrip- 
tion of  sttcb  a  neat,  portable,  and  useful  one,  as  no  angler,  that  has  once 
tried  it,  will  erer  be  without. 

Let  the  joints  be  four  in  number;  and  made  of  hiccorr,  or  some  sncli 
'vcrj  tough  wood ;  and  two  feet  four  inches  in  length,  the  largest  joint 
not  exceeding  half  an  inch  in  thickness.  The  top  must  be  bamboo  shaved. 
And  for  the  stodc :  Wt  it  be  of  ash,  full  in  the  grasp,  of  an  equal  length 
with  the  other  joints ;  and  with  a  strong  ferrule  at  the  smaller  end, 
made  to  receive  the  large  joint,  which  must  be  well  shouldered,  and 
fitted  to  it  with  the  utmost  exactness. 

This  rod  wiS  go  into  a  bag;  and  lie,  very  well,  concealed  in  a  pocket 
in  the  limag  of  your  coat,  on  the  left  ode,  made  strait  on  purpose  to  re» 
cdhn  tt« 

*  Your  fine,  wlieihcr  it  be  a  running-line,  or  for  float  fishing,  had  best 
beof  hair ;  unless  you  fiih  for  Barbel,  and  then  it  must  be  of  stim  iflk* 
And  the  httter  [the  line  for  float-fishii^]  must  be  proportioned  to  this  go* 
«efal  flse  of  die  fish  yov  expect ;  always  remembering,  that  the  angle 
hiir  ii.to  be  pitfttred»  kt  Roach  or  Dace-flahing.    But  Hifc  fly-Uiie^is  t« 
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And  for  dying  of  your  hairs:  Do  it  thus:  take  a 
pint  of  strong  ale,  half  a  poond  of  soot^  and  a  littlt 

be  very  strong  i  and,  for  the  gredttr  facility  in  throwiag,  thmiM  h% 
cigfateen  or  twenty  hairs  at  the  top,  and  so  duniniahing  insensibly  to  the 
book.  There  are  lines  now  to  be' nad,  at  the  fishing-tackle  shi^  that 
have  DO  joints,  but  woTe  in  one  piece. 

But  notwithstanding  this,  and  other  impfovcmcnts^— peiliapa,  MMiia 
may  still  choose  to  msSie  their  own  Ibea.  In  which  case,  if  the^r  prefier 
those  twisted  vrith  the  fingers,  they  need  only  observe  the  rules  given  by 
the  author  for  chat  pvrpose :  But,  for  greater  neatness  and  ezpraition,  I 
would  recommend  an  engine  lately  inyented^  which  is  now  to  be  had  tt 
almost  any  fishine  tackle  shop  id  London:  it  consists  of  a  large  h*rison- 
tal  wheel,  and'  three  very  small  ones,  inclosed  in  a  brass  ]x>z  about  a 
ouarter  of  an  inch  thick,  and  two  inches  in  diameter ;  the  axis  of  each  of 
Uie  mall  wheels  is  continued  thnmgh  the  under-side  of  the  bos,  and  is 
formed  into  a  hook ;  by  means  of  a  atroiw  screw,  it  may  be  fixed  in  any 
|)ost  or  partition ;  and  is  set  in  motion,  by  a  snuU  winch  in  the  centre 
of  the  box.  > 

To  twist  links  with  thtsennne:  Take  aamaayhaira  at  yofn  intend 
each  shall  consist  of;  and  dividing  them  into  three  parts^  tie  each  pared 
to  a  bit  of  fine  twine,  about  six  mches  long,  doub]^,  and  put  through 
the  aforesaid  hooks;  then  take  a  piece  of  uad,  of  «  conical  figure,  two 
inches  hi^h»  and  two  in  diameter  at  the  base,  with  a  hook  at  the  apex,  or 
point;  tie  your  three  parcels  of  hair  into  one  knot,  and  to  tikisy  by  tbr 
nook,  hang  the  weight. 

LAstly,  Take  a  quart,  or  larger,  bottle-cork;  and  cut  into  the  ndes,  at 
Of  ual  distances,  three  grooves :  and,  placing  it  so  as  to  receive  each  dU 
Tision  of  hair,  begin  to  twist :  you  wfll  find  the  link  begin  to  twist  with 
great  evenness  at  the  lead ;  as  it  grows  tighter,  shift  the  cork  a  littjk 
upwards;  and  when  the  whole  is  sufficiently  twisted,  take  out  the  cork* 
and  tie  the  link  into  a  knot;  and  so  pioceed  till  you  have  twisted  Imki 
aufficient  for  your  line,  observing  to  lessen  the  number  of  hairs  in  eadi 
link  in  such  proportion  at  that  the  line  may  b^  taper.  See  the  enginei 
Plate  XII.  Fig.  7. — Fie.  8.  is  the  form  of  the  cork. 

When  you  use  the  ny^ — ^you  will  find  it  necessary  to  continue  your  liii* 
to  a  greater  degree  of  fineness :  in  order  to  which— supposing  the  line  to 
be  et^ht  yards  in  length — fasten  a  piece  of  three,  or  raur,  twisted  links, 
tapering  till  it  becomes  of  the  size  «f  a  fine  grass;  and  to  the  end  of  this, 
fix  your  hook-link,  which  should  be  either  oTvery  fine  grasst  or  ^iik-wonn 
gut.  A  week's  practice  will  enable  a  learner  to  throw  one  of  these  lines ; 
and  he  may  lengthen  it,  by  a  yard  at  a  time,  at  the  greater  end,  till  he 
can  throw  fifteen  yards  neatly ;  till  when,  he  is  to  reckoa  himsdf  but  a 
novice. 

For  the  colour :  You  must  be  determined  by  that  of  the  river  yoa  fiih 
in:  but  I  have  found  that  a  Line  of  the  colour  of  pepper  and  «dt»  when 
mixed,  will  »utt  any  water. 

Many  inconveniencies  attend  the  use  of  twisted  [open]  hain  lor  yoar 
hook-line;  see  Part  II.  Chap.  V.  Silk-wons  gut  u  both  fine»  and  very 
strong;  but  then  it  is  apt  to  &ay,-*thongh  this  may, in  some  measure,  be 
prevented  by  waxing  it  well. 

Indian,  or  sea-g^ss,  makes  excellent  book  lines;  and— ^though  some 
•bject  to  it,  at  boiDg  apt  to  grow  bpttle,  and  to  ki^k  in  ttang^n^ 
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qaantity  of  the  jnictf^  of  walnut-free  leaves,  and  an  equal 
quantity  of  alluih;  put  tliese  together  into  a  pot,  pan, 
or  pipkin,  and  boil  them  half  an  hour;  and  aaying  so 
done,  let  it  cool;  and  being  cold,  put  your  haiir  into  it. 
and  there  let  it  lie ;  it  will  turn  your  hair  to  be  a  kina 
of  water,  or  ^lass,  colour,  or  greenish, — and  the  longer 
you  let  it  he,  the  deeper  coloured  it  will  be.  You 
miffht  be  taught  to  make  many  other  colours :  but  it  is 
to  little  purpose ;  for  doubtless  the  water-colour,  or 
fflass-coloured  hair,  is  the  most  choice  and  most  useful 
for  an  angler,— but  let  it  not  be  too  green . 

But  if  you  desire  to  colour  hair  greener,  then  do  it 
thus  s  take  a  quart  of  small  ale,  half  a  pound  of 
allom ;  then  put  these  into  a  pan,  or  pipkin,  and  your 
hair  into  it  with  them;  then  put  it  upon  a  fire,  and  let 
it  boil  softly  for  half  an  hour;  and  then  take  out  your 
hair,  and  let  it  dry  ;'^— and  having  so  done,  then  take  a 
pottle  of  water,  and  put  into  it  two  handfuls  of  mari- 
golds, aiid  cover  it  with  a  tile,  or  what  you  think  fit, 
and  set  it  again  on  the  fire,  where  it  is  to  boil  again 
softly  for  half  an  hour,  about  which  time  the  scum 
will  turn  yellow;  then  put  into  it  half  a  pound  of 
copperas,  beaten  small,  and  with  it  the  hair  that  you 
intend  to  colour;  then  let  the  hair  be  boiled  softly  till 
half  the  liquor  be  wasted, — and  then  let  it  cool,  three 
or  four  hours,  with  your  hair  in  it:  And  you  are  to 
observe,  that  the  more  copperas  you  put  into  it,  the 

proper  management,  it  u  the  best  material  for  the  purpose  yet  known, 
especially  if  ordered  in  the  following  manner. 

,  Take  asmanv— ^f  the  finest  yon  can  get — as  joti  please :  put  them  into 
any  vessel;  and  pour  therein  the  'Kummed  6it  of  a  pot  wherein  freih, 
bpt  by  ng  m^ans  vdt,  meat  has  been  boiled :  When  they  haye  lain  threo 
or  four  hours,  take  them  out,  one  by  one ;  and— stripping  the  grease  off, 
with  your  finger  and  thumb ;  but  do  not  wipe  them — stretch  each  grass 
as  lon^  asit  will  yield :  Coil  them  np  in  rings,  and  lay  them  by  i  And 
you  will  find  them  become  n^ar  as  small,  fulTas  round*  apd  mpch  stronger 
than  the  best  sinele  hairs  you  can  get.  To  preserve  theni  mois^,— keep 
them  in  a  piece  of  bladder  well  oiled :  and,  baore '  you  use  them,  let  them 
•qs^sk^ut  halfap  hour  in  water;  ort  m  your  walk  to  the  riTtr-rside,  put 
a  length  of  ^t  into  youf  mouth» 

If  your  grass  is  coarse,  it  will  fall  heayily  in  the  water,  and  scare  away 
the  fish;  on  which  account,  ^t  ^as  the  advantage.  But,  after  sdl,  if 
your  iJTMi  br  fioeasd  rvttody  it  is  the  beat  thing  yo«  can  uk* 
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fore,  be  thankfal  for  health  ;  and/a  oompetoiioe  i  and, 
above  all,  for  a  quiet  conscience. 

Let  me  tell  you,*scholar !  that  Diogenes  iralked,  on  a 
da  J,  ivith  his  iiriend,  to  see  a  country^iair :  whcie,  ha 
saw  ribbons,  and  looking-glasses,  and  nat-cnuskers, 
and  fiddles,  and  hobby-horses,  and  many  ether  gim^ 
cracks  ;  and — Sharing  observed  them,  and  all  the  other 
finnimbruns^  that  make  a  compleat  oonntry-fair-— ha 
said  to  his  friend  :  '^  Lord  how  many  things  are  there 
^^  in  this  world  of  which  Diogenes  hath  no  need  !^'  And 
truly  it  is  so,  or  mi^ht  be  so,  with  yerv  many  who  y^sx 
and  toil  themselves  to  set  what  they  have  no  need  of. 
Can  any  man  charge  God,  that  he  hath  not  given  him 
enough  to  make  his  life  happy?  No,  doubtless;  foi 
nature  is  content  with  a  little.  And  yet  you  shall 
hardly  meet  with  a  man,  that  complains  not  of  soma 
want ;  though  he,  indeed,  wants  nothing  but  his  will- 
it  may  be,  nothing  bot  his  will— -of  his  poor  neigh* 
hour,  for  not  worshipping,  or  not  flattering  him: 
And,  thus,  when  we  might  be  happy  and  quiet-,  we 
create  trouble  to  ourselves.  I  have  heard  of  a  man 
that  was  angry  with  himself  because  he  was  no  taUer ; 
and  of  a  woman  that  broke  her  looking-glass  because  ^ 
would  fiot  shew  her  face  to  be  as  youm^  and  hand* 
aom^  as  her  next  iieighbour's  was.  And  I  knew  another 
to  whom  God  had  given*— health  and  plenty :  but — a 
wife  that  nature  had  made  peevish,  and  her  husband's 
riches  had  made  purscrproud;  aad»  must-^becauseshe 
vras  rich,  and  for  no  other  virtue— ^t  in  the  highest 
pew  in  the  church:  which  being  denied  her,  sm  en- 
gaged her  husband  into  a  contention  for  it,  and  at  last 
into  a  law-suit,  with  a  dogged  neighbour  ^bo  was 
as  rich  as  he,  and  had  a  wife  as  peevish  and  purse- 
proud  as  the  other :  And  this  law^suit  begot  higher  op* 
E>sitions,  and  actionable  words,  and  more  vexations  and 
w-suits ;  for'yott  must  remember  that  both  wete  rich^ 
and  must  therefore  have  their  will :  Well!  this  wilful, 
purse-proud  la^r-suit,  lasted  during  the  life  of  the  first 
fiusband;  after  which,  his  wife  vext  and  c^d,  and 

*  1  take  thit  to  be  a  word  of  the  author's  own  inTeDtlon;  for  I  canno( 
^d  it  in  axsy  dictioDarj. 
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cbid  and  vext,  till  she  also  chid  and  yext  herself  Into 
her  grave;  And  so  the  "wealth  of  these  poor  rich-peo- 
ple, was  curst  into  a  punishment,  because  they  wanted 
meek  and  thanfcful  hearts ;  for  those  only  cari  make  us 
Jbappy.  I  knew  a  man  that  had  health  and  ridhes ;  and 
several  houses,  all  beautifu!,  and  ready  furnished  ;  and 
woold  often  trouble  himself  and  family  <o  be  removing 
from  one  house  to  another:  and  being  asked  by  a 
friend,  Why  he  removed  so  often  from  one  house  to 
another?  replied,  **  It  was  to  find  content  in  some 
•*  one  of  them."  But  his  friend  knowing  his  temper, 
told  him.  If  he  would  find  content  in  any  of  his  houses^ 
he  must  leave  himself  behind  him;  for  content  will 
never  dwell  but  in  a  meek  and  quiet  soul.  And  this 
may  appear,  if  we  read  and  consider  what  our  Savi- 
our says  in  St.  Matthew's  Gospel;  for  he  there  says,-— 
'*  Blessed  be  the  merciful,  .  for  they  shall  obtain 
'*  mercy. — Blessed  be  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall 
^'  see  Uod. — Blessed  be  the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs 
"  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  And, — Blessed  be  the 
^^  meek,  for  they  shall  possess  the  earth."  Not  that 
the  meek  shall  not,  also  obtain  mercy,  and  see  God| 
find  be  comforted,  and  at  last  come  to  the  kingdom 
0f  heaven:  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he,  and  he  only7| 
possesses  the  earth — as  he  goes  towarcls  that  kingdom!^ 
of  heaven — by  being  humble  and  chearful,  and  con- 
tent with  what  his  good  God  has  allotted  him.  He 
has  DO  turbulent,  repining,  vexatious  thoughts  that  he 
Reserves  better ;  nor  is  vext  when  he  sees  others  possest 
of  more  honour  or  more  riches  than  his  wise  God  has 
allotted  for  his  share: — but  be'possesses  what  he  has, 
with  a  meek  and  <;ontented  quietness,  such  a  quietuess 
as  makes  his  very  dreams  pleasing,  both  to  £rod  and 
himself. 

My  honest  scholarj  all  this  is  told  io  incline  you 
to  thankfulness:  And  to  incline  you  the  more,  let 
me  tell  3^ou,  that  though  the  prophet  David  was 
guilty  of  murder  and  adultery,  and  many  other  of 
the  ttiost  deadly  sins, — ^yet  he  was  said  to  be  a  man 
after  God'^  own*  heart,  because  he  abounded  more 
^itb  tba^kfiiljiiess  than  any  other  that  is  mentioned  ia 
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iiofy  scripture,  as  majr  appear  in  his  book  ofPsahns; 
ivbere  there  is  such  a  commixture^  of  his  confessing  of 
kis  sins  and  unworthinessy  and  such  thankfulness  for 
God's  pardon  and  merciesy  as  did  make  him  to  be  acw 
connted,  even  by  God  himself,  to  be  a  man  after  his  own , 
lieart  t  And  let  us,  in  thatf  labour  to  be  as  like  him  as 
ve  can ;  let  not  the  blessings  ive  receive  daily  from  God, 
make  us  not  to  value,  6t  not  praise  him,  because  they 
be  common ;  let  us  not  forget  to  praise  him,  for  the  in* 
Bocent  mirth  and  pleasure  ¥re  nave  met  with,  sittc« 
we  met  together.  W  hat  would  a  blind  man  give  to 
seethe  pleasant  rivers,  and  meadows,  and  flowers,  and 
fountains,  that  we  have  met  with,  since  we  met  to* 

Esther  1  I  have  been  told,  that  if  a  man  that  was  bom 
ind,  could  obtain  to  have  bis  sight  for  but  attfy  onf 
hour^  during  his  whole  life;  and  should,  at  thue  first 
^opening  of  bis  eyes,  fi:^  his  sight  upon  the  sun  when  it 
was  in  its  full  glory,  either  at  the  rising  or  setting  of  it; 
be  wonld  be  so  transported  and  amazed,  and  so  admirs 
the  glory  of  it,  that  he  would  not  willingly  turn  his  eves 
from  that  first  ravishing  object,  to  behold  all  the  other 
various  beauties  this  world  could  present  to  him.  And 
this,  and  many  other  like  blessings,  we  enjoy  daily  •  And 
ibr  most  of  them,  because  they  be  so  common,  most 
men  forget  to  pay  their  praises:  but  let  not  us;  because 
it  is  a  sacrifice  so  pleasing  to  Him  that  made  the  sun 
and  us, — and  still  protects  us,-^and  gives  us  flowen 
and  showers,  and  stomachs  and  meat,  and  content^  and 
leisure  to  go  a  fishing. 

Well,  scholar!  1  have  almost  tired  myself,  and,  I 
fe<ar,  more  than  almost  tired  you*  But  I  now  see  Tot* 
taiham-high-cross :  and  our  short  walk  thither  shall 
put  a  period  to  m^  too  long  discourse;  in  which  my 
meaning  was  and  is,  To  plant  that  in  your  mind,  with 
which  I  Ialx>ur  to  possess  my  own  soul,  that  is,  a  meek 
and  thankful  heart.  And  to  that  end,  I  have  shewed 
you,  I'hat  riches  without  them,  [meekness  and  thank« 
tiiloess]  do  not  make  any  man  happy.  But  let  me  tell 
you.  That  riches  with  them,  remove  many  fears  and 
cares.  And  therefore  my  advice  is^i  That  you  endea* 
yoi^r  to  be  honestly  rich,  or  contentedly  poor :  but  be 
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mre  thai  jOHr. riches  be  justly,  got,  or  jcm  spoil  alL 
For  it  is  well  said  by  Canssin*,  '^  he  that  loses  bis  con« 
^^  sqieace,  bos  notoing  left  that  is  worth  keeping*" 
Th«re^re  be  sure  you  look  to  that.  And,  in  the  next 
plaoe»  look  to  your  beaUh :  and  if  you  hare  it,  pmise 
pod,  and  value  it  next  to  a  good  Gonscienoe ;  for  health' 
is  the  second  blessing  that  we  mortak  are  capable  of,— ^' 
blessing  that  money  cannot  buy ,-*and  therefore  value  it, 
and  be  thankful  for  if*  As  for  mon£y,  wli^ich  may  be 
said  to  be  the  third  blessiiug;^— ncgkct  it  not:  but  note, 
that  there  is  no  necessity  of  being  rich ;  for>  I  told  you, 
there  be  as  many  miseries  beyond  riches^  as  on  this 
side  them ;  and,  if  you  have  a  compei6nce,-^^njoy  it 
with  a  meek,  chearful,.tbaAkiul  heart*  I  will  tell  you, 
scholar!  I  have  heard  a  grave  divine  f  say,  that  God 
has  two  dwellings ;  one  in  heaven ;  and  the  other  in  a 
medk  and  thankful  heart, — ^which  almighty  God  grant 
to  me,  nod  to  my  honest  scholar !  And  so  you  are  wel- 
come to  Tottenham-high-Ksross. 

Ven^  Well,  master  I  I  thank  you  for  all  your  good 
directions :  J>ut  for  none  more  than  this  last,  of  thank- 
fulness; which  I  hope  I  shall  never  forget.  And  praiy 
let's  now  rest  ourselves  in  this  sweet  shady  arbour; 
which  nature  herself  has  woven  with  her  own  fine 
fingers;  it  is  such  a  contexture  of  woodbines,  sweet- 
briar,  jessamin^  and  myrtle, — and  so  interwoven,^  as 
will  secure  us  both  from  the  sun's  violent  heat,  and 
from  the  approaching  shower.  And,  being  sat  down, 
I  will  requite  a  pai'tot  your  courtesies,  with  a  bottle 
of«iGk,  milk,  oranges,  and  sugar;  which  all  put  to- 
gether, make  a  drmk  like  nectar,  indeed,  too  good 
for  any  body  but  us  anglers.-*-^— And  so,'  master! 
here  is  a  full  fflass  to  you  of  that  liquor..  And  when 
you  have  pledged  me,  I  will  repeat  the  verses  which 

*  NuhoUt  Cattsnmj  anadT£  of  TFoyiia  in  Champagnev  .wzote  a  book 
called,  the  Holy  C^mrt;  of  which,  there  is  an  English  translation  in  folio. 
fU  was  esteemed  a  person  of  f;reat  probity,  and  of  such  a  spirit,  that  he 
attenmted  to  displace  cardinaflUchelieu:  but  that  minister  |>roted  tbo 
hard  for  hhn,  and  got  him  banished.  The  sentiment  above  quoted  from 
him  is  worthy  of  Marcos  Antoainus,  or,  if  ^at  be  nol  enough  to«ay,  of- 
Pr.  Jeremy  Taylor  himself. 

t  Dr.Donne;  ata  reverend  and  leaned  friend  of  mios  iafofowla*.      •« 
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I  promised  you ;  it  is  a  copy  printed,  among  some  of 
Sir  Henry  Wo(ton*g*.  and  doubtless  made  either  by 
him,  or  by  a  lorer  or  angling.  Come,  roaster!  now 
drink  a  glass  to  me,  and  then  I  will  pledge  you,  and 
£ill  to  my  repetition ;  it  is  a  description  of  such  country 

I  recreations,  as  I  have  enjoyed  since  I  had  the  happiness 

i  to  fall  into  your  company* 


QnifcriB^  lean  i  heart- tearin;  caret ! 
AaKiooi  lig^s!  antimetj  teant 

Fl5»  ij  to  coiirti,r-— 

Fij  to  food  worldliagf*  sports, — 
«  Where  atnia'd  Samftmic.  soiiles  f  are  f  losing  ttill  ^ 

Aady  Grief  is  forc'd  to  lau^h  af^st  her  wilU 

Where  mirth's  bat  mnminery  i 

4lMi  flprrpwi,  oa\j,  real  fa^  t 

Fljr*  from  our  ooantry  pastimes,  Ij, 
Sad  troops  of  bamao  miserj  f  . 

•—Come,  serene  looks ! 

Clear  as  the  crystal  brooks, 
Or  t^  pure  azur'd  heaTeo,  that  smiles  to  lef 
The  rich  attendance  on  our  povertj  { 

Peace  and  a  secure  mind. 

Which  all  men  seek,  we  pnl;r  fiodv 

•      Abused  mortals !  did  you  know 

Where  joj,  heartVease,  and  comforts  grow, — ' 

Yoa*d  scorn  prond  towers, 

And  seek  them  in  these  bowers  i 
Where  winds,  sometimes,  our  woods  perhaps  qttj  ahake, 
tnt  blnst'rin;  care  conid  never  tempest  make, 

Kor  mumifirte'er  come  nigh  ns, 

Himg  of  fouDtaiiM  that  glide  by  as« 

Here's  no  lantastick  mask—nor  dance. 
Bat  of  our  kids  that  frisk  and  prance  i 

^  See  JUlifiaM  Wtihmmns^  Std,  1C85,  page  SSa 

t  Itigind  or  ArM(/ smiles,  from  the  word  5<infai,  the  name  of  a  herV^r 
>eaemblmff  sm^i§^  and  gcovrifig  in  Sardmta— which  being  eatanby  men, 
eontracts  uie  muscles,  and  exckes  laughter,  evep  to  d^at^  Vide  Er^tmi 
|Mg[je»til.El«iri« 
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Nor  WMn  are  9ee9»««-  •   ,    •       " 

UdIcsi,  upon  the  ^reen^ 
Two  harmless  lambs  are  butting:  one  the  other. 
Which  done^  both  bleating  raoi  ea^  to  hit  motfatf^ 

And  woundi  are  never  Ibund, 

Save  what  the  ploa|;h-ahare  gives  tha  grottiid. 

Here  are  no  entrapping  badSf 
To  hasten  to  too  hastj  fates,-^ 

Unless  it  h% 

The  fond  credulitjr  | 

Of  sillj  fish,  which,  worldling  like,  still  look 
Upon  the  bait,  but  never  on  the  hook  i  ^  ! 

Nor  tfmy,-— Mess  among 

The  birda,  for  prise  of  their  sweet  song. 

Go,  let  the  divhig  negro  seek 

For  gems,  hid  io  fome  forlorn  creek  c 

We  all  pearli  scorn. 

Save  what  the  dewj  mora 
Congeals  upon  each  little  spire  of  grasi, 
Which  careless  shepherds  beat  down  as  th«7  pass  f 

And  g»ld  ne'er  here  appears. 

Save  what  the  jcllow  Ceret  bears* 

Blest  silent  groves  I  oh  may  jou  be» 
Forever,  mirth's  best  nursery  i 

May  pare  contents 

For  ever  pitch  their  tents 
Upon  these  downs,  these  meads,  these  rocks,  these  moun* 

tains,— 
And  peace,  still  slomber  by  these  purling  foontainsi 

Which  we  may,  every  year, 

Meet  when  we  come  a  fishing  here ! 

Pise.  Trust  me,  scholar !  I  thank  .you  heartily  for 
these  verses;  they  be  choicely  good,  and  doubtless 
made  by  a  lover  of  angling.  Come,  now,  drink  a 
glass  to  me:  and  I  will  requite  you  with  another 
very  ffood  copy:  it  is  a  farewell  to  the  vanities  of  the  "^ 
world!  and,  some  say,  written  by  Sir  Harry  Wotton, 
who,  I  told  vou,  was  an  excellent  angler.  But,  let  them 
be  writ  by  whom  tbey  will;  he  that  writ  them  bad  a  brave 
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souly  and  must  needs  be  poasot  widi  hapi^  thoughts 
at  the  time  of  their  compo6ttie« 

Farewel,  je  gflded  IblHet !  pletiiaff  tronUet  f 
Fai«wel»  j%  iKHMrar'd  nffil  ye  glorkNn  bobbles  ! 
Fame's  bst  a  hollow  echot  goM,  jmre  daji 
Hooonr  th«  darling  bat  of  one  abort  daj  s 
Beaatj,  th'  eye*!  idol»  but  a  daaatkM  tkbi  t 
State,  but  a  golden  friioB  to  Ure  la. 
And  tor^e  free*boni  minds  i  embroldo^  tralsfy 
Herelj  bnt  pageants  for  proud  swelling  Tttasi 
And  blood  allyM  to  greatness  is,  aiont 
Inherited — not  pnithas'd ;  nor,  onr  own. 

Fame,  honoar,  beautjr,  state,  train,  blood  aad  births 

Are  but  the  fhdlng  bhMsoms  of  the  earth. 

I  would  be  great,  bat  that  the  san  dadi  stin 

Level  his  rajs  against  the  rising  hill  t 

I  would  be  high,  but  sea  the  proudest  oak 

Host  subject  to  the  rending  thniider*elioke  t 

I  would  be  rich,  but  see  men,  too  unkind,  j 

Bfg  f o  the  bowels  of  the  richest,  mindt  [miu'd »] 

1  would  be  wise,  but  that  I  often  see  I 

The  fox  suspected^  whilst  the  ass  goes  flrce: 

I  would  be  fair,  but  see  the  fiiir  and  proud,  i 

Like  the  bright  sud,  nit  setting  in  a  dead: 

I  would  be  poor,  but  know  the  humble  grass  i 

Still  trampled  on  bj  each  unworthj  a«s— 

Rich,  bated:  wise,  suspected:  soom'd^  if  poor: 

Great,  fear'd :  fair,  tempted  t  high,  still  enry'd  none* 

1  have  wuh*d  all  (  but  now  I  wish  for  neither, —  I 

Great,  high,  rich,  wise,  norfkiri  poor  Til  be,  rather.  | 

Would  the  Worid,  now,  adopt  me  for  her  hefa*!  I 

Would  beauty*!  Queen  entitle  me  the  foiri  ' 

Fame  speak  me  fortune's  mfailon,<-«eonld  I  **  vie  I 
••  Angels,*'  with  India  •,— with  a  speaUng  eye 

*  An  oHgil  is  a  piece  of  coin,  vahse  ten  shilUiifs.    The  vrords  to  vh 
mgtU  are  a  periphnuds  [a  metooimx,]  sod  signify  to  etm^t  vteaUb,    In 


the  old  ballad  ^<^tf  Beggar**  Daaghier  of  BtOnai'-gnem^-^  competition  of 
this  kmd  is  introduced  t  a  young  knifmt,  about  to  marry  the  bcggsrjs 
daug;hter,  is  dissuaded  from  so  unequu  a  matdi  by  some  gentlemen,  his 
relations,  who  urge  the  poverty  of  her  fsther:  the  beggar  challenges 
them  todrtpat^elt  with  aimi  and  hurly  empties  the  pulses  of  them  all 
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ComauMid  bare  headi ,  bow'd  kneei  $  itiike  jwUee,  donb. 

As  well  M  blind  aad  lanei  or,  giwp  a  tooffue 

To  tumet,  bj  epitapbi, — be  caird  «  fieat  flutter,^ 

I«  tbe  loose  rbwes  of  every  poetaster  I 

Coald  I  be  more  tfaao  tny  nuui  tbat  IHres,— 

Greet)  fiiri  richi  wisei  ell,  ia  soperUtives s 

Yet  I,  more  fineelj»  would  tbese  gifts  resiga, 

Thaa,  erer^  fortnae  would  hare  nade  theni  miae  i 

Aadt  bold  oae  miaate  of  tbis  birfj  letsare, 

Bejoad  tbe  riches  of  tbis  empty  pleasare. 

The  contest;  aad  its  issoe;  are  related  in  the  foUowiaff  stanxasi  part  ef 
thtbaUad. 

Then  ^ake  the  blind  beggar:  *  Altfaongh  I  be  pooie, 
<<  Yett  rayle  not  against  my  child  at  my  own  door : 
**  Though  shee  be  not  decked  in  velvet  and  pearler 
<*  Yett  I  will  dnfp  MgtIU  with  you  fi>r  my  girle. 

^  And  then,  if  my  gold  may  better  her  birthe» 
**  And  equadl  the  giud  that  you  lay  on  the  earth ; 
••  Then  neyther  rayle,  nor  grudge,  yon !  to  see 
*•  Tbe  blind  beggar's  daughter  a  lady  to  bee. 

«  Bnt,  first,  you  shall  ptomise,  and  hare  itt  well  kaewse, 
«  The  gold  that  you  drop  shall  all  be  your  owne.** 
With  that  they  replyed :  *  Contented  bee  wee.' 
<•  Then  bereV'  (quoth  tbe  beggar), «  for  prettye  Bessee.*' 

With  that,  an  angell  be  cast  on  the  ground : 

And  dropped,  in  aagells,  lull  three  thousand  pound ; 

And,  oftentimes,  (it  was  proved  most  plain,} 

For  the  gentleman's  one,  the  beggar  dropt  twa3fne : 

Soe  tbat  the  ^ace  wherein  they  did  sitt. 

With  gold  it  was  covered,  every  whitt. 

The  gentlemen,  then,  having  diropt  all  their  store, 

Sayd :  *  Now,  beggar !  hold;  for  tvt  have  no  more :' 

'  Thou  hast  fulfilled  thy  promise  aright* 

**  Then  marry  my  girl, '  quoth  he  to  the  knight ; 

*'  And,  here,^*  added  he,  <'  I  will,  now,  throwe  you  downe 

"A  hundred  ponndi  more  to  buy  her  a  gowne." 

Tbe  noghbonrhood  of  Bethnal-Green,  is  seldom  without  a  public- 
bouse  with  a  sign  representing  Tb^  B^sfgsr^  ami  tU  Dh4v4dert  of  tbt  maub^ 
dropping  pU  I  $bi  Ynrng-Wmia^  ond  itt  Xtiigbt  btr  l^Vir,  sHnMng  btHuem 
tbm. 
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Weloome,  pore  thcmphts !  Ireloome,  ye  tUent  ^rovet ! 
Tbese  gneiU,  these  coarto,  mj  tool  most  deartj  lovet* 
Now»  the  wioi^M  people  of  the  tkj  tball  dnp 
Mjr  chearfttl  anthems  to  the  ^ladeome  spring : 
A  prayer-book,  dow^  shall  be  my  lookinff-f^lassy 
In  which  1  will  adore  sweet  virtue's  fkee« 
Here,  dwell  no  hateful  looks,  no  palaoe-cares^ 
No  broken  tows  dwell  here,  nor  pale«iBu:*d  fears  i 
Then,  here.  Til  sit  {  and  sigh  mj  hot  love*s  foBj, 
And  learn  t*  affect  an  holjr  melancholj : 
And  if  contentment  be  a  s transfer  tbeo, 
1*11  ne'er  look  for  it— but  in  heaven — again  *• 

Ven.  Well,  master!  these  verses  be  worthy  io 
keep  a  room  in  every  mdn's  memory.  I  thank  you  for 
them  ;  and  I  thank  you  for  your  many  instructions^ 
vhich,  God  willing,  I  will  not  forget.  Aud  as  St« 
Austin,  in  his  ConfessionSy  book  4.  chap.  S*  comme- 
morates the  kindness  of  his  friend  Verecundus,  for 
lending  him  and  his  companion  a  country-house ;  be« 
cause,  there,  they  rested  and  enjoyed  themselves  free 
from  the  troubles  of  the  world :  so^  having  had  the 
like  advantage— -both  by  your  conversation,  and  the 
art  you  have  taught  me — I  ought,  ever,  to  do  the  like ; 
for,  indeed,  your  company  and  discourse  have  been  so 
useful  and  pleasant,  that,  1  may  tiulyisay,  I  have  only 

*  To  the  many  short  poems,  abotindin?  vrith  fine  moral  sentiments^ 
eontained  in  this  book,->i  here  add  the  following  lines  of  Mr.  Cowley, 
translated  from  Martial,  UB,  II.  Epir.  SS ;  which— >&r  surpassing  the 
original,  exhibit  a  lovely  picture  of  a  contented  mind:  and— for  the 
manly  spirit  of  independence  that  breathes  in  them,  1  have  never  yst 
/leen  equalled  by  any  in  our  own  language. 

Would  you  be/r«v  f  Tis  your  chief  wish,  yon  say- 
Come  on,  I'll  ihew  thee,  friend  I  the  certain  way. 
If  to  no  feasts,  abroad,  thou  lov*st  to  go, 
Whilst  bounteous  God  does  bread  at  home  bestow ; 
If  thou  the  goodness  of  thy  cloaths  dost  prize, 
Bj  thine  own  use,  and  not  by  others  eyes ; 
If  (only  safe  from  weathers)  thou  canst  dwell. 
In  a  small  house— but  a  convenient  shell ; 
If  thou,  without  a  sigh,  or  golden  wish. 
Canst  look  upon  thy  beechen  bowl  and  dish : 
If  in  thy  mind  such  power  and  greatness  be, 
The  Persian  king's  a  slavei  compared  with  thee. 
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lirecl,  since  [  enjoyed  them  and  tura'd  angler,  and  not 
before.  NevertiieW,  here  I. must  part  with  you; 
bere  in  this — tiow  sad — place,  where  I  was  so  happy  as 
first  to  meet  you ;  but  I  shall  long  for  the  ninth  of 
May ;  for,  then,  I  hope  again  to  enjoy  yout  beloved 
company,  at  the  appointed  time  and  place.  And^ 
now,  I  wish  for  some  somniferous  pjotion,  that  mi^ht 
force  me  io  sleep  away  the  intennitted  time ;  which 
will  pass  away  with  me  as  tediously,  as  it  does  with 
men  in  sorrow  :  nevertheless  I  will  make  it  as  short  as  I 
can,  by  my  hopes  and  wishes.  And,  my  good  mas« 
tor,  I  will  not  forget  the  doctrine  which  you  told  me 
Socrates  taught  his  scholars!  That  they  should  not 
think  to  be  honoured  so  much  for  being  philosophers^ 
as  to  honour  philosophy  by  their  virtuous  lives  :— 
You  advised  me  to  the  like  concerning  angling,  and  i 
will  endeavour  io  do  so ;  and  to  live  like  those  many 
worthy  men,  of  which  you  made  mention  in  the  for* 
mer  part  of  your  discourse.  This  is  mv  firm  re- 
solution* And  as  a  pious  man  advised  his  friend: 
That)  to  beget  mortification,  he  should  frequent 
churches,  and  view  monuments,  and  charneUhouses ; 
and  then  and  there  consider,  how  many  dead  bodies 
time  had  piled  up  at  the  gates  of  death :  so  when  I 
would  beget  content,  and  increase  confidence  in  the 

g>wer,  and  wisdom,  and  providence  of  Almighty 
od,— I  will  walk  the  meadows,  by  some  gliding 
stream;  and,  there,  contemplate  the  lilies  that  take 
no  care,  and  those— very  many— other  various,  little 
living-creatures  that  are  not  only  created,  butfea,  man 
knows  not  how,  by  the  goodness  of  the  God  of  nature ; 
and  therefore  fl  will]  trust  in  him  1  This  is  my  pur« 
pose:  And  so,  let  every  thing  that  hath  breath  praise 
the  .Lord.  And  let  the  blessing  of  St.  Peter's  Master, 
be  with  mine — 

Pise.  And  upon  all  that  are  loyerg  of  virtue;  and 
dare  trust  in  Hb  providence ;  and  be  quiet ;  and  go 
a-angling. 

"  Studj  to  be  quiet.*'     1   Then.  iv.    )  I. 
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IT  is  imagined^  that  the  90tetal  deseripUonsy  of 
River-fish,  contained  in  the  foregoing  poges^  are 
abundantly  sufficient  for  the  information  of  any  mere 
angler.  But  those  who  are  curious  to.  know  the  e^ 
sential  differences  between  the  various  species-^are 
hereby  recommended  to  a  work  entitled^  Icbthyogrti- 
pliia,  s.  Historia  Piscium,  by  Francis  Willughby, 
Esq.  Oxon.  1686;  and  to  a  posthumous  work  of 
that  learned  man  and  excellent  naturalist^  the  JZe- 
'^erend  Mr.  John  Ray^  entitled  Synopsis  Methodica 
Avium  8c  Piscium,  published  by  Dr.  Derham^  in 
Octavo,  1713. 

jind  whereas  J  in  page  906,  n.  it  is  hinted^  that  the 
history  of  Aquatic  Insects  is  but  little  known; 
tmd  this  stupendous  branch  of  natural  science  is 
well  worthy  of  further  investigation;  the  reader  ii 
hereby  directed  to  the  perusal  of  the  Life  of  the 
Ephemeronr-^n  tffie^  little  differing  from  our  green, 
and  grey,  drake, — translated  from  the  Low  Dutch 
of  Dr.  Swammerdam,  by  Dr.  Edw.  Tyson,  London, 
Quarto,  1681.  And  for  his  further  information  on 
this  subject, "'"^aoe  have  added,  as  the  first  number  of 
the  Appendix  to  this  work,  a  translation  of  a  Sy- 
nopsis of  these  creatures,  drawn  out  from  the  obser* 
nations  of  the  above  Mr.  WiUughby,  and  exhibited  . 
in  Mr.  Ratfs  Methodus  Insectorom,  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Derham  in  his  Physico  Theology,  page  234, 

It  is  not  for  the  impnrvement  of  Angling,  abmc,  that 
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the  atove  authors  are  referred  io>^the  study  of 
the  works  of  naiure^  is  the  mast  effectual  way^  to 
open  and  enlarge  the  mindy  and  excite  in  us  the 
affections  of  reverence  and  gratitude  towards  that 
Beingy  tphase  wisdom  and  goodness  are  discermbh 
in  the  stttueture  of  the  meanest  reptile.  Further, 
The  wiBdom  of  God  noAvm  femidl  faonoiir  fiom 
-tboflo  vulgar  heads  that  mdely  stare  about,  and  willi 
a  gross  nulicityadniie  Ids  ymkn :  tkoscy  highly  mag- 
nify hni,  whose  judicioas  iBquiry  into  his  ads,  and 
ddiberate  reseaiteh  into  his  ereatures^  return  the  duty 
of  a  devont  and  kuned  adminiicMi*  ReUgia  Medici j 
Seet.  U. 
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ACCOTUNT 

OF  THE 

LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 

OF 

CHARLES  COTTON,  Esq.* 


CHARLES  COTTON,  Esq.  was  deseended  from, 
an  honoarable  fkmily,  of  the  totvn  and  county  of 
Soathampton.  His  grandfather  -was  Sir  George 
Cotton^  Knight;  and  his  grandmother,  Cassandra 
the  heiress  of  a  family  named  Mac  Williams : — the 
issue  of  their  marriage  were — a  daughter,  named  Cas* 
sandra,  who  died  unmarried;  and  a  son,  named 
Charles,  who,  settling  at  Ovingden  in  the  county 
of  Sussex,  married  OTire,  the  daughter  of  Sir  Johth 
Stanhope,  of  Elvaston  in  the  county  of  Derby,. 
Knight,  half  brother  to  Philip,  the  first  Earl  of 
Chesterfield,  and  ancestor  of  the  present  Earl  of 
Harrington, — and  by  her  had  issue  Charles^  ihe> 
author  of  the  ensuing  Dialogues  t. 

*  It  ha»  been  thoueht  proper  to  omit  the  Lrtter  to  tie  Mtor  in  the 
fooncr  impveitUm,  and  to  give  the  Lift  of  Mr»  Cptt^n  in  another  fonn, 
retaining  nevertheless  such  facts  as  are  best  ascertained,  and  seem  in 
any  degree  worthy  of  credit. 

f  The  above  is  the  account  6f  Mr.  Cotton's  descent,  as  given  by 
Mr.  Oldyt,  in  the  former  edition;  but  it  agrees  not<-ui  what  respects 
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Of  the  elder  Charles  we  learn  from  unquesUonable 
authority,  that  he  was,  even  when  young,  a  person 
of  distinguished  parts  and  accomplishments;  for  in 
the  enumeration  of  those  eminent  persons  whom  Mr. 
JEIyde,  afterwards  the  lord  chanceltbr  Clarendon, 
chose  for  his  friends  and  associates,  while  a  student 
of  the  law,— we  find  Mr.  Cotton  mentioned ;  twe- 
ther  with  Ben  Jonson;  Mr.  Selden;  Mr.  John 
Vaughan,  afterwards  lord  chief  justice;  Sir  Kenelm 
Diffby ;  Mr.  Thomas  May,  the  translator  of  Lucan ; 
and  Thomas  Carew,  the  i>oet.  The  characters  of 
these  sereral  persons  are  exhibited,  with  the  usual  de- 

fince  and  accuracy  of  their  author  in  the  Life  of 
dwardj  earl  of  Clarendofu  written  by  himself,  and 
lately  puUiehed ;  that  of  Mjt.  Cotton  here  follows: 

^^  Charles  Cotton  was  a  gentleman  bom  to  a 
^'  competent  fortune,  and  so  qualified  in  his  pnerscm 
*'  and  education,  that  for  many  years  he  continued 
^'  the  greatest  ornament  of  the  town,  in  the  esteem 
^^  of  those  who  had  been  best  bred.  His  natural 
^^  parts  were  very  great,  his  wit  flowing  in  all  the  parts 
'^  of  conversation :  the  superstructure  of  learning  not 
^*  raised  to  a  considerable  height ;  but  having  passed 
•'  some  years  in  Cambridge, — arid  then,  in  France, — 
**  and  conversing  always  with  learned  men, — ^his  ex- 
^'  pressions  were,  ever,  proper  and  significant,  and 
^'  gave  great  lustre  to  his  mscourse  upon  any  aigu* 
^<  ment;  so  that  he  was  thought  bv  those  who  wera 
^^  not  intimate  with  him,  to  have  Seen  much  better 
^^  acquainted  with  books  than  he  was.  He  had  all 
'^  those  qualities,  which  in  youth  raise  men  to  the 
^^  reputation  of  being  fine  gentlemen;  such  a  plea- 
^<  santness  and  gaiety  of  humour,  such  a  sweet- 
<^  ness  and  gentleness  of  nature,  and  such  a  civility 
'^  and  delightfulness  in  conversation,  that  no  man,  in 
*^  the  court  or  out  of  it,  appeared  a  more  accomplished 
^'  person;  all  these  extraordinary  qualifications  being 
^*  supported  by,  as  extraordinary,  a  clearness  of  cou- 

hit  boilg  descended,  by  the  mother^s  tide,  from  the  familT  of  Mm 
iVIUiams^-^^  Collins't  accovot  of  Sir  John  Stanhopey  in  btt  Furt^^ 
mder  th^  article  STANBoriy  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 
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<'  rage  and  fearlessness  of  spirit,  of  which  he  gaye  too 
<^  often  manifestation.  Some  unhappy  suits  in  law^ 
'^  and  waste  of  his  fortune  in  those  suits^  made  some 
"  impression  on  his  mind ;  which— ^ing  improved  by 
<^  domestic  afflictions,  and  those  indulgencies  to  him** 
**  self  which  naturally  attend  those  {fflictions^-ren- 
^*  dered  his  age  less  reverenced  than  his  youth  had 
*i  been,  and  save  his  best  friends  cause  to  have  wished 
<^  that  he  had  not  lived  so  long," 

The  younger  Mr.  Cotton  was  bom  on  the  28th  day 
of  April,  16^.  And  having,  as  we  must  suppiose,  re- 
ceived such  a  school  education  as  qualified  him  foraq 
university,  he  was  sent  to  Cambridge,  where  also  his 
father  had  studied :  he  had  for  his  tutor  Mr.  Ralph 
Rawson,  once  a  fellow  of  Brazen-nose  college,  Oxford^ 
but  who  had  been  ejected  from  his  fellowsnip  by  the 
parliament  visitors,  in  1648, '  This  person  he  has  grate- 
fully celebrated,  in  a  Translation  oi  an  Ode  of  Johan- 
nes Secundus. 

What  was  the  course  of  his  studies ;  whether  they 
tended  to  qualifiy  him  for  either  of  the  learned  profes- 
sions,*— or,  to  furnish  him  with  those  endowments  of 
general  learning  and  polished  manners,  which  are  re^ 

?[uisite  in  the  character  of  a  gentleman ;  we  know  not  i 
t  is  however  certain,  that  in  the  university  he  improv- 
ed his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  classics, 
and  became  a  perfect  ituister  of  the  French  and  Italian 
lans^uagcs. 

But  whatever  were  the  views  of  his  father  in  placing  - 
him  at  Gambridge,-^we  find  not,  that  "he  betook  him- 
^If,  in  earnest,  to  iht  pursuit  of  any  lucrative  profes- 
sion ;  it  is  true,  that,  m  a  poem  of  his  writing,  he 
hints  that  he  had  a  smattering  of  the  Law,  which  h^ 
had  gotten 

More  by  practioe,  than  readinff  \ 

Bj  uitmg  o*  th*  beocb  *  while  others  weri  pleadipf  • 

But  it  is  rather 'probable ;  that,  returning  from  tbf 

*  Probably,  in  hii  more  adyanccd  yeart,  at  MiiioDt,  at  a  jivnice  of  tb# 
peace  in  bit  county* 
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university  to  his  Cither's,  be  addicted  himself  to  the 
lighter  kinds  of  study,  and  the  improvement  of  a 
tSent  in  poctrt/^  of  vvhich  he  found  himself  pos- 
sessed; and  albo,  that  he  might  travel  abroad, — ^fof, 
in  one  of  his  poems*,  he  says  he  had  been  at  Roan, 
His  father  Jiaving  married  a  lady  of  a  Derbyshire 
family;  and  she  bein&r  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 
£d>vard  Beresfgid,  pf  Sercsford  and  Enson  in  StafTord* 
shire,  and  of  Bently  in  the  county  of  Derby ;  it  may 
be  presumed,  that  the  descent  of  the  family  seat  at 
Beresford  to  ner,  might  baye  been  the  inducement  with 
her  husband  to  remove,  with  his  family,  from  their 
first  settlement  at  Ovin^dcn,  to  Beresford,  a  village 
near  the  Peak  in  Derbyshire,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the'  Dove,-^-a  river  that  divides  the  counties  of 
Derby  and  Stafford,  and  of  which  the  reader  will  be 
told  so  much  hereafter. 

And,  here,  we  may  suppose  the  younger  Mr, 
Cotton,  tempted  by  the  vicinily  of  a  river  p&ntifully 
stored  with  fish  of  the  best  kinds,  to  have  chosen 
/ingline  for  his  recreation ;  and,  looking  upon  it  to  be. 
what  Walton  rightly  terms  it,  an  art^  to  have  applica 
himself  to  the  improvement  of  that  branch  of  it, 
fishing  with  an  artificial  Jlj/.  To  this  end,  he  made 
mmsdf  acquiiiiitcd  with  the  nature  of  aquatic  insects, 
with  the  forms  and  colours  of  the  several  flies  that 
are  found  on  or  near  rivers,  the  times  of  their  ap* 
pearance  and  departure,  and  the  methods  of  imi* 
tatififf  them  with  furs,  silks,  feathers,  and  other  ma- 
terials; in  all -which  researches,  he  exercised  such 
patience,  industry,  and  in^cnuit^,  and  succeeded  sp 
well, — that  having,  in  the  following  Dialogues^  com- 
municated to  the  publick  the  result  of  his  experience, 
he  must  be  deemed  the  great  improver  of  this  elegant 
recreation,  and  a  benefactor  to  his  posterity. 

There  is  reason  to  think,  tliat,  after  his  leaving  the 
nniverstty,  he  was  received  into  his  father's  fs^mily ; 
for  we  are  told  that  his  father,  being  a  man  of  bright 
parts,  gave  him  themes  and  authors  wherpon  to  ex* 

•  Tbi  Wonders  of  tbtPeai. 
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ereise  his  judgment  and  learairig,  eyen  to  tbe  time  of 
his  entering  into  the  state  of  matrimony  * ;  the  first 
fruit  of  which  exercises  was,  as  it  seews^  his  Elegy  on 
the  gallant  Lord  Derby  t. 

In  1656,  being  then  twenty-six  years  of  age;  and 
before  any  patrimony  had  descended  to  him,  or  he  had 
any  visible  means  of  subsisting  a  family ;  he  married  a 
distant  relation,  Isabella,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Hut* 
cfainson,  ofOwthorp,  in  the  county  of  Nottingham^ 
Knt.  I  The  distress  in  which  this  step  mi^ht  have  in* 
volved  him,  was  averted  by  the  death  of  his  fiither,  in 
1658,  an  event  that  put  him  into  th|  possession  of  the 
family  estate :  but,  from  the  character  of  bis  father,  aa 
^iven  by  lord  Clarendon,  it  cannot  be  supposed  but 
that  it  was  struggling  with  law-suits,  and  laden  with 
incumbrances. 

The  great  Lord  Falkland  was  wont  to  say,  that  he 
pUied  unlearned  gentlemen  m  rainy  weather :  Mr.  Cot* 
ton  might  possibly  entertain  the  same  sentiment;  for,  in 
this  situation,  we  find  that  his  employments  w^re-— 
STUDY,  for  his  delightand  improvement,  and  FisHiyo» 
for  his  recreation  and  health ;  for  each  of  which  sevenal 
S'  employments,  we  may  suppose  he  chose  the  fittest  timet 
and  seasons* 

In  1663,  he  published  the  Moral  Philosophy  of  the 
Stoics;  translated — ^from  the  French  of  Monsieur  de 
Vaix,  president  of  the  parliament  of  Piovenioe — in  obe- 
dience, as  tbe  Preface  informs  us,  to  a  command  of 
his  father,  doubtless  with  a  view  to  hb  improvement 
in  the  science  of  morality  ;  atid^  this,  notwithstanding 
the  book  had  been  translated  by  Dr.  James,  the  first 
keeper  of  the  Bodleian  library,  above  threescore  yeaia 
before. 

His  next  publication  was  Scarronides^  or  Virgil  ira* 
vesticy  being  the  first  book  of  Virgil's  ^neis^  in  £ng* ' 
lish  burlesque,  8vo.    1664.     Concerning  which,   and 
also  the  fourth  book,  translated  by  him,  and  afterwards 
published ;  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say, — that,  fur  d^ad* 
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ing  sublime  poetir  into  dogj^rel,  Scarron's  example  is 
no  authority;  and  that,  i?ere  the  merit  of  this  practice 
greater  than  many  men  think  it,  those  who  admire  the 
wit,  the  humour,  and  the  learning  of  Hudibras^  cannot 
bat  be  disgusted  at  the  low  buffoonery,  the  forced  wit, 
and  the  coarseness  and  obscenity  of  the  Virgil  travesiie^ 
— and  yet  the  poem  has  its  admirers ;  is  commended  by 
Sir  Jolin  Suckling,  in  his  Session  of  the  Poets  ;  and  has 
passed  fourteen  editions* 

To  say  the  truth^— -the  absubditt  of  that  species  of 
the  mocK  epic,  which  ^ives  to  princes  the  manners  of 
the  lowest  of  their  inferiors ;  has  never  been  sufficiently 
noticed.  In  the  instance  before  us,  how  is  the  poet 
embarrassed,  when  he  describes  Dido  as  exercising  regal 
authority,  and  at  the  same  time  employed  in  the  mean- 
est of  domestic  offices !  and  ^neas,  a  person  of  royal 
descent,  as  a  clown,  a  commander,  and  a  common 
sailor!  In  tbie  other  kind  of  burlesque,  tAz.  where  the 
characters  are  elevatedy  no  such  difficulty  interposes : 
grant  but  to  Don  Quixote  and  Sancho, — ^to  Hudibras 
and  Ralpho,— the  stations  which  Cervantes,  and  But- 
ler, have  respectively  assigned  them;  and  all  (heir 
actions  are  consistent  with  their  several  characters. 

Soon  after,  he  engaged  in  a  more  commendable  em- 
ployment ;  a  translation  of  the  History  of  the  Life  of 
the  Duke  tTEspemon — from  1698,  where  D'Avila*s 
history  ends,  to  I64S — in  twelve  books :  in  which  un- 
dertaking, he  was  intenrupted  by  an  appointment  to 
some  place  orpo^,  which  he  hints  at  in  the  Preface^ 
but  did  not  hold  long ;  as^lso  by  a  sickness  that  delay- 
ed the  publication  until  1670,  when  the  book  came  out 
in  a  folio  volume,  with  a  handsome  Dedication  to  Dr. 
Gilbert  Sheldon,  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  same  year,  being  the  fortieth  of  his  a^,— >and, 
having  been  honoured  witih  a  captain's  commission,  in 
thearmy,—- he  was  drawn  by  some  occasion,  of  business 
or  interest,  to  visit  Ireland:  which  event  he  has  r^ 
corded,  with  some  particular  circumstances  touching 
the  course  of  his  life,  in  a  burlesque  poem,  called  A 
Voyage  to  Ireland;  carel^y  written^  but  abqundi^g 


LIFE  Of  COTTOir.  353 

in  humoroiis  description^  as  Trill  appear  by  ifae  foUow* 
ing  extract  therefrom : 

A  suide  I  had  got;  who  demaoded  great  wtlf. 
For  condnctiog  me  over  the  mountains  of  Wales^ 
Twentj  good  sbilliags,  which  raie  Ttrj  ]af|;e  it : 
Yet  that  -would  not  ler? ej  but  I  mwt  bear  hit  charges  i 
And  jet,  for  all  that,  rode  astride  on  a  beast 
The  wont  that  e'er  went  on  three  legt»  I  protest! 
It  certainly  was  the  most  nglj  of  jades,— 
His  hips  and  his  mmp  made  a  right  aoe  of  spades  i 
His  sides  were  two  ladders,  well  spnr-gall'd  withal* 
His  neck  was  a  helve,  and  his  head  was  a  mall : 
For  his  colour,— mj  pains,  and  jrour  trouble,  1*11  spare  i 
For  the  creature  was  wholly  denuded  of  hair. 
And,  except  for  two  things,  as  bare  as  mj  nail, 
A  tuft  of  a  mane  and  a  spri|^  of  a  tail. 
Now,  such  as  the  beast  was  |  even  sudi  was  the  rider,*- 
With  a  head  like  a  nutmeg,  and  legs  like  a  spider: 
A  voice  like  a  cricket,  a  look  like  a  rat; 
The  brains  of  a  goose,  and  the  heart  of  a  cat; 
Even  sQch  was  my  guide,  and  hb  beast i  let  them  pais^ 
The  one  for  an  hone,  and  the  other  an  ass. 

In  this  poem,  he  relates,  i¥ith  singalar  pleasantry, 
that,  at  Cnester,  coming  out  of  church,  he  was  takeu 
notice  of  by  the  Mayor  of  the  City,  for  his  rich  garb, 
and  particularly  a  gold  belt  that  he  then  wore;  and, 
by  him  inyited  home  to  supper,  and  very  hospitably 
entertained. 

In  the  same  year — and  also  the  year  after,  more  cor- 
rectly— he  published  a  translation  of  the  tragedy,  enti- 
tled, Lies  Aoracesy  i.  e.  the  Horatii^  from  the  French 
of  Pierre  Comeille ;  and  in  1674, /A«  Fair  one  of  Tunis ^ 
a  novel,  translated  also  from  the  French,  as  also  a 
translation  of  the  Commentaries  of  Blaise  de  MonUuc, 
marshal  of  France,  a  thrasonical  gascon  (as  lord  Her- 
bert has  shewn,  in  his  History  of  Hen.  VIII.)  for  bet- 
ter skilled  in  the  arts  of  flight  than  of  battle. 

In  1675,  Mr.  Cotton  published  two  little  books; 
Th$  Planter* s  Manual^  being  instructions  for  cuUivat^^ 
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ing  ail  sorts  of  fruiUtrees^  8vo. ;  and  a  Burlesqae  of 
sundry  select  Dialogues  of  Lucian,  with  the  title  of  Bur-^ 
les^ue  upon  Burlesque^  or  the  Scoffer  scoffed,  ]2mo« 
nrhich  has  much  the  mae  merit  as  the  Virgil  tr^ 
Tcstie. 

Angling  having  been,  the  fiivoarite  recreation  of  Mr. 
Cotton,  for  many  years  before  this, — we  cannot  but  sup* 
pose,  that  the  publication  of  such  a  book  as  the  Com* 
plete  Angkr  of  Mr.  Walton  had  attracted  his  notice, 
and  probably  excited  in  him  a  desire  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  author ;  and  that,  setting  aside  other 
circumstances,  the  advantageous  situation  of  Mr.  Cot* 
ton,  near  the  finest  Trout-river  in  the  kingdom,  might 
conduce  to  beget  a  great  intimacy  between  them.  For 
certain  it  is,  that  by  the  year  1676  they  were  united  by 
the  closest  ties  of  friendship:  Waltoh,  as  alsor  his  son,^ 
Iiad  been  frequent  visitants  to  Mr.  Cotton,  at  Beresford ; 
who  for  the  accommodatioh  of  the  former,  no  less  than 
of  himself,  had  erected  a  fishing-house  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  with  a  stone  in  the  front  theiieofy  containing  a 
cypher  that  incorporated  the  initials  of  both  their 
names* 

These  circumstances,  together  with  a  formal  adoption, 
by  Walton^  of  Mr.  Cotton  for  his  son,  that  will  be  ex- 
plained in  its  place*,  were  doubtless  the  inducements > 
with  the  latter — ^to  the  writing  of  a  Second  Part  of  the 
Complete  Angler ,  and,  therem,  to  explain  more  fully 
^e  art  of  fishing  either  with  a  natural  or  an  arti« 
FiciAL  fly,  as  also  the  various  methods  of  making  the. 
li  ATTER .  The  Book,  as  the  author  assures  us,  was  writ- 
ten in  the  short  space  of  ten  days :  and  first  came 
abroad,  with  the  fifth  edition  of  tne  First  Part,  in  the 
above  year  1676;  and  ever  since,  the  two  parts  have 
been  considered  as  one  book. 

The  Second  Part  of  the  Complete  Angler  is,  appa«>. 
vently,  an  imitatipn  of  the  First.  It  is  a  course  of  ciiap 
logues;  between  the  Author,  shadowed  under  the  name 

*  Viu  in  a  Note  on  a  paaagc  in  the  fir«t  Chapter  in  this  Second  I^rt 
«f  the  CmflOi  Angler, 
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of  Pt^ca/or,— and  a  Trareller^  tbe  very  penon  distin* 
guished  in  the  First  Part  by  the  name  of  Venator y  and 
ivhom  Walton  of  an  Hvntbh  had  made  an  Angler  * : 
in  which — ^besides  the  instntcttotia  there  given^  and  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  a  wild  and  lomantic  country  there* 
in  displayed — tbe  urbanity,  courtesy^  and  hospitality 
of  a  well-bred  country  gentleman^  are  represented  to 
great  advantage.  * 

This  boofc  MIGHT  be  tlumght  to  contain  a  ddineation 
of  the  author's  character;  and,  dispose  tbe  reader  to 
think  that  he  was  delighted  with  his  situation^  content 
with  his  fortunes,  and  in  short  one  of  the  happiest  of 
men :  But  his  next  publication  speaks  a  very  diflferent 
language:  for — ^living  in  a  country  that  abound^y 
above  all  others  in  thu  kingdom,  in  rocks  caverns  and 
subterraneous  passages:  objects  that,  to  some  minds, 
afford  more  delight  than  stately  woods  and  fei^ 
tile  plains,  rich  mclosures,  and  other,  the  milder, 
beauties  of  rural  nature — he  seems  io  have  been 
prompted,  by  no  other  than  a  sullen  curiosity, 
to  explore  the  secrets  of  that  nether  world ;  and,  sur* 
veying  it  ratker  with  wondei  than  philosophical  de- 
light, to  have  given  way,  ia  his  disgust,  in  a  de* 
scriptiott,  of  tbe  dreary  and  terrific  scenes  aronnd  and 
beneath  him,  in  a  poem  (written,  aa  it  is  said,  in 
emulation  of  Hobbes's  De  mirabilihus  Feed)  entitled 
The  wonders  of  the  Peak.  This  ke,  first,  published 
in  1681 ;  and,  afierwaida,  with  a  new  edition  of  the 
VirsU  traveftie  and  tbe  Burlesque  of  Lucian. 

l%e  only  praise  of  tbis  poem,  is— *the  truth  of  the 
xepresentatlons  therein  contained;  for  it  is  a  mean 
composition,  inharmonious  in  the  versification,  an4 
idbKiunding  in  ezpletivea«  Of  the  spirit  in  whif;h  it  is 
written,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  from  the  following 
lines,  part  of.  the  exordium  • 

Dunt  I  ezpoftulalt  with  Providenae,— - 
1  iben  chould  ask :  Wheieia  ihz  hmoceBc^ 

•  Vidi  Part  IK  Chap.  1.  p.  SST 
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Of  mj  poor  Qbdetifniiis  jafoaej* 
€oiiId  Hear'a  oAnd  to  tnch  a  blaok  dq^ree, 
Ai  for  th'  oiknob  to  danm  me  to  a  pbMe 
Where  natuv  Mifr  Mfltov,  l«  diiftioe. 


and  these  other  equally  splenetic : 

Environ'd  round  with  nature'i  ihames  and  ilbt 

Black  heathi,  wild  rocki,  black  crafs»  and  aakad  httlf. 

So  far  was  Mr.  Cotton  from  thinking  with  the  Psalmist, 
<<  that  his  lot  was  fallen  in  a  fair  ground^  or  that  he 
«*  had  a  goodly  heritage." 

But  a  greater— and,  to  the  worlds  a  more  beneficial — 
emplojrment  at  this  time  solicited  his  attention.  The 
old  translation  of  Montaigne's  Essays,  Irjr  the  ^'  reso- 
lute" John  Florio,  as  he  styled  himself,  was  become 
obsolete ;  and  the  world  were  impatient  for  a  new  one. 
Mr.  Cotton  not  only  understood  French  with  a  critical 
exactness,  but  was  well  acquainted  with  the  almost  bar- 
barous dialect  in  which  that  book  is  written :  and  the 
freedom  of  opinion,  and  general  notions,  of  men  and 
things,  iihich  the  author  diflcoyers,  perhaj[}8  fitlling-ia 
with  Mr.  Cotton's  sentiments  of  human  life  2wd  man« 
ners, — ^he  undertook,  and  in  1685  mve  to  the  woridj 
in  a  translation  of  that  author  in  three  Tolnmes  8?o. 
one  of  the  most  valuable  books  in  the  English  lan- 
guage ;  in  short,  a  translation  that,  if  it  does  not  (and 
many  think  it  does,  in  some  respects,  transcend,  it 

2et  nothing  inferior  to,  the  oriffinal.  And,  indeed, 
ttle  less  than  this  is  to  be  inferred,  from  the  testivoionj 
of  the  noble  Marquis  to  whom  it  is  dedidited :  who 
concludes  a  letter  of  his  to  Mr.  Cotton,  with  this  ele- 
gant encomium:  ^<  Pray  belieye,  that  he  who  can 
<'  translate  such  an  author,  without  doing  him  wrong, 
<<  must  not  only  make  me  gl&d,  but  proud  of  being 
<<  his  very  humble  servant,  Halifax." 

These  are  the  whole  of  Mr.  Cotton's  writings  pub- 
lished in  his  life-time.  Those  that  came  abroad  afief 
his  decease,  were :  Poems  on  s€V€r0l  Occumm^  8vo. 
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1689,  a  bookseller's  publication^  tumbled  into  the 
world  ^  without  preface^  apolc^,  or  even  correctioni 
that  will  be  spoken  of  hereafter;  and  a  Translation^ 
from  the  French  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Sieur  de  Pon-^ 
Iff,— published,  in  1694,  by  his  son,  Mr.  Beresfoid 
Cotton,  and  by  him  dedicated  to  the  then  Duke  of 
Ormond,  as  haying  been  undertaken,  and  completed, 
at  the  request  of  Uie  old  Duke,  his  grace's  grand- 
father. 

It  is,  too  much,  to  be  feared,-— that  the  difficulties  be 
laboured  under,  and  in  short  the  straitness  of  his  cijp* 
cumstanoes,  were  the  reasons  that  induced  Mr.  Cot* 
ton  to  employ  himself  in  writing ;  and,  in  that|  so 
much  more  in  translation  than  original  composition. 
For,  first— by  the  way—- they  are  greatly  mistaken^ 
who  think  that  the  business  of  writing  for  booksellers 
is  a  new  occupation ;  it  is  known,  that  Greene,  Pea« 
cham,  and  Howel,  for  a  great  part  of  their  lives,  sub- 
sisted almost  wholly  by  it :  though  perhaps  Mr.  Cot» 
ton  is  the  first  instance,  of  a  gentleman  by  descent^ 
and,  the  inheritor  of  a  fUir  estate,  being  reduced  by  a 
sad  necessity  to  write  for  subsistence.  But,  secondly-— 
whether  through  misfortune,  or  the  want  of  ceconomy, 
IMT  both-- it  may  be  collected  from  numberless  passages 
in  his  writings^  that  Mr.  Cotton^s  circumstances  were 
narrow;  his  estates  incumbered  with  mortgages;  and 
his  income  less  than  sufficient  for  his  maintenance  in 
the  port  and  character  of  a  gentleman :  why,  else, 
those  querulous  exclamations — ^agaiust  the  clamours  of 
creditors,  the  high  rate  of  interest,  and  the  extortions 
of  usurers,  that  so  frequently  occur  in  his  poans  ? 
From  which  several  particulars,  it  seems  a  natural,  and 
at  the  same  time  a  melancholy  inference,  that  he  was; — 
not  to  say  an  author — a  translator,  probably^  for  hire; 
but,  certainly,  by  profession. 

It  is  of  all  employments,  one  of  the  most  painful, — 
to  enumerate  the  misfortunes  and  sufferings  of  worthy 
and  deserving  men ;  and,  most  so,  of  such  as  have 
beat  distinguished  for  either  Iheir  natural  or  acquired 
endowments:  but  truth,  and  the  laws  of  biographic 
liistory^  oblige  aU  t^at  undertake  that  kind  of  writing, 
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io  relate  aft  wriS  the  adTcrsey  as  the  proftperoosi  etefiti 
in  tbe  liveg  of  those  if  hOm  they  mean  to  celebrate ;  else, 
we  would  gladly  omit  to  say^  that  Mr,  Cotton  was  dur- 
ing the  whok  of  his  life,  involved  in  difficulties. 
Lord  Clarendon  says,  of  his  fi^heri*— that  '^  lie  was  en* 
<^  gigged  in  law-suits,  add  bad  wasted  bis  fortunes"  and 
it  cannot  be  supposed  but  that  bis  son  inherited^  iM 
9ome  degree^  the  vexation  and  expense  of  uncertain 
litigation,  together  with  the  paternal  estate;  and 
might,  finally,  be  divested  of  grcat  part  of  it :  £irther 
we  ma^  suppose,  that  the  easiness  c^  his  natuie,  and  a 
disjposition  to  oblige  others  amounting  even  to  irnbe* 
cihty,  laid  him  open  to  the  arts  of  designing  men,  and 
gave  occasion  to  those  complaints  of  ingratitude  and 
neglect  which  we  meet  with  m  his  eclogues,  odes,  and 
other  of  his  writings. 

It  is  true,  ths^  he  was  never  reduced  by  necessity  to 
alienate  the  family  estate :  nor  were  his  distresses,  uni* 
fbrmly,  extreme ;  but  they  were  at  times  severely- pun« 
gent,-r-it  is  said,  that  the  numerous  pecuniary  engage^ 
ments  into  whicH  he  had  entered,  drew  upon  him  the 
misfortune  of  personal  restraint ;  and  that  during  his 
confinement  in  one  of  the  city  prisons,  he  inscribed, 
on  the  wall  of  his  apartment  therein,  these  affectiag 
Unes: 

A  priioii  if  a  place  of  cure* 

Wherein  no  one  can  thriTe ; 
A  toachstone  rare,  to  trj  a  iVicnd  i 

A  ^rave,  for  men  alive* 

And  to  aggravate  these  his  afflictions,*— he  had  a  wifii 
whom  he  appears  to  have  tenderlv  loved,  and  of 
whom,  in  an  ironical  poem,  entitled  the  Joys  of 
Marriage^  he  speaks  thu»  handsomely : 

Yet  with  me  'tii  out  of  season. 
To  complain  thus  without  reason,—^ 
Since  the  hett  and  sweetest  fair 
Is  allotted  to  mj  share  t 
Btttalasl  I  love  her  so, 
That  my  lovt  cnales  my  woe  $ 


liin  OF  coTTov.  3^9 

For  if  she  be  out  of  hiimoiir»-^ 
Straight,  displeai'd  I  do  presame  her^ 
And  would  gWt  the  world  to  know 
What  it  is  offends  her  so } 
Or  if  she  be  discoDteoted, 
Lord,  how  am  I  then  tormented! 
And  am  ready  to  persuade  her» 
That  I  hare  unhappy  made  heri 
But,  if  siek, — ^then  I  am  dying:. 
Meal  and  med*ciiie  both  deff  ing  • 

This  lady,  the  delight  of  his  heart,  and  the  partner  of 
his  sorrows,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose :  but  at  what 
period  of  his  life  is  not  certain. 

Wc  MIGHT  flatter  ourselves,  that  his  sun  set  brighter 
than  it  rose ;  for  his  second  marriage — which  was  with 
the  Countess  Dowager  of  ArdglaM,  who  possessed  a 
jointure  of  fifteen  hundred  a  year,  and  survived  him 
— ^miffht  suggest  a  hope,  that  he  might  have  been, 
thereby,  enabled  to  extricate  himself  out  of  the  great- 
est of  his  difficulties,  and  in  reality  to  enjoy  that 
tranquillity  of  mind  which  he  descrities  with  so  much 
feeling  in  the  Stanzes  Jrrepiliers : — But  this  supposi« 
tion  seems  to  be  contradicted  by  a  fact,  which  the 
act  of  administration,  of  his  efiects  upon  his  decease, 
discloses,  viz.  that  the  same  was  granted  '^  to  Elizar 
^^  beth  Bind  worth,  his  principal  creditrix;  the  ho« 
'^  nourable  Mary  Countess  Dowager  of  Ardglass,  his 
**  widow,  Beresford  Cotton,  Esq.,  Olive  Cotton,  Ca^ 
^^  therine  Cotton,  Jane  Cotton,  and  Mary  Cotton,  his 
'^  natural  and  lawful  children,  first  renouncing." 

The  above  act  bearine  date  the  12th  day  of  Sep« 
tember,  1687,  fixes,  perhaps,  within  a  few  days,  the 
day  of  his  death :  and  describes  him  as  having  lived 
in  the  parish  of  St.  James,  Westminster :  it  also  as- 
certains his  issue,  which  were  all  by  his  first  lady. 

There  is  a  tradition  current  in  his  neighbourhood, 
That  he  had,  by  some  sarcastic  expression  in  his  writ- 
ings, so  ofibnded  an  aunt  of  his,  that  she  revoked  a 
clause  in  her  will,  whereby  she  had  bequeathed  to  him 
m  estate  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  year:  but  as  two 
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unlikely  ctrcomstances  must  concur  to  render  such  a 
report  credible,  great  imprudence  in  himself,  and  zoani 
of  charity  in  her  ;  and  there  is  no  such  offensive  pas- 
sage to  l)e  found  in  any  of  his  writings ;  we  may  pre- 
<fiume  the  tradition  to  be  groundless. 

Of  the  future  fortunes  of  his  descendants  little  is 
known,— save  that,  to  his  son  Beresford  Cotton,  was 
fi;iTen  a  company  in  a  regiment  of  foot,  raised,  by  the 
Earl  of  Derby,  for  the  service  of  King  William  ;  and 
that  one  of  his  daughters  became  the  wife  of  that  emi- 
nent divine  Dr.  George  Stanhope,  dean  of  Canterburyi 
who— from  his  name,  the  same  with  that  of  Mr.  Cot- 
ton's mother — ^is  conjectured  to  have  been  distantly  al« 
lied  to  the  family. 

The  above  are  the  most  remarkable  particulars,  that 
at  this  time  are  recoverable,  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Cotton. 
His  moral  character  is  to  be  collected,  and  indeed  does 
naturally  arisCi  out  of  the  several  sentiments  contained 
in  his  writings  ;  more  especially,  those  in  the  Collection 
of  his  Poems  above-mentioned  :  Which,  consistingof  all 
such  Verses  of  his  as  the  publishers  could  get  tocher; 
as  namely,  Eclogues,  Odes,  and  Epistles  to  his  triends, 
and  Translations  from  Ausonius,  Catullus,  Martial, 
Mons.  Maynardy  CorneiUe,  Benserade,  Guarini,  and 
others  ;  if  pursued  with  a  severe  and  indiscriminatin^ 
eye  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  reiect  no  great  credit 
on  his  memory,— -for  many  of  them  are  so  inexcusably 
licentious  as  to  induce  a  suspicion,  that  the  author  was 
but  too  well  practised  in  the  vices  of  the  town :  and 
yet  it  may  be  said  of  the  book,  that  it  contains  the  only 
good  POEMS  he  ever  wrote. 

It  is  true,  that  for  the  looseness  of  his  writing,  and 
if  we  may  judge  by  them,  of  his  manners, — he  deserves 
censure :  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  he 
was  a  warm  and  steady  friend^  and  a  lover  of  such  as 
Rethought  more  worlny  than  himself;  of  which  last 
quality,  his  attachment  to  Mr.  Walton  affords  th^ 
clearest  proof. 

Nor  did  it  derogate  from  the  character  of  honest  old 
Isaac, — to  contract  and  cherish  an  intimacy  with  one, 
^ho  being  of  the  cavalier  party,  might  have  somewhat 
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of  the  gallant,  not  to  say  the  rake  in  him,  and  begiiiltj 
of  some  of  those  practices  which  it  was  the  employment 
of  Isaac's  life  and  writings-  to  discotintenance.  Mr* 
Cotton  was,  both,  a  wit  and  a  scholar ;  of  an  open, 
chearful  and  hospitable  temper,  endowed  with  fine  ta- 
lents^ for  conversation,  and  the  courtesy  and  afikbility 
of  a'  gentleman  :  and  was  withal  as  great  a  proficient 
in  the  art,  as  a  lover  of  the  recreation,  of  angling  :— 
these  qualifies,  together  with  the  profound  reverence 
which  he  uniformly  entertained  for  his  father  Walton, 
could  not  but  endear  him  to  the  good  old  man ;  whose 
charitable  practice  it  was,  to  resolve  all  the  deviations 
from  that  rule  of  conduct  which  he  had  prescribed  him- 
self—not into  vicious  inclination  but,  error. 

But  notwithstanding  this  creditable  connexion,  and 
the  qualities  above  ascribed  to  him,— Mr.  Cotton's  mo- 
ral  character  must  appear  very  ambiguous  to  an  v  one, 
that  shall  reflect  on  the  subjects  by  him  chosen  for  the 
exercise  of  his  poetical  talent :  a  burlesque  of  an  epic 
poem ;  a  version  of  the  most  licaitious  of  Lucian's 
dialogues  ;  and  a  ludicrous  delineation  of  some  of  the 
most  stupendous  works  of  nature:  in  all  which,  we 
meet  with  such  foul  imagery,  such  obscene  allusions, 
Buch  offensive  descriptions,  such  odious  comparisons, 
such  coarse  sentiment,  and  such  filthy  expression,  as 
could  only  proceed  from  a  polluted  imagination,  and 
[as]  tend  to  excite  loathing  and  contempt. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are-^in  his  Poems  on  sevc" 
r(d  occasions — ^Verses,  to  ladies  in  particular,  of  so 
courtly  and  ele^nt  a  turn,  that,  bating  their  incorrect* 
ness,  they  might  vie  with  many  of  Waller  and 
Cowley ;— others  there  are,  that  bespeak  him  to  have 
had  a  just  sense  of  honour,  loyalty,  and  moral  rec« 
titude;  as  do  these  that  follow,  penned  by  him 
with  a  view  to  preserve  the  memory  of  a  deceased 
friend*. 

Virtue— in  those  good  timei,  that  bred  good  men—- 
No  testimony  craY'd,  of  tongue  or  pen ; 

*  On  a  monument  of  Robert  Port,  Esq. ;  in  the  church  of  Ham,  in 
the  County  of  Stafford. 

X  2 
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Ko  maible  coHimMy  nor  ca^fiven  biBis, 

To  tell  the  worid  that  tuck  ft  peiMB  v«f  I 

For  tfaca  caehpiotu  tfrf,  io  fair  deioent» 

Siff9df0r  the  woHhjf  owner'*  wwmoMwf  .- 

But  in  this  cbaose  oS  maimen  and  of  ttalesy 

Good  names,  though  writ  in  marble,  ha?e  their  fates  i 

Siich  ii  the  barb'rons,  and  irreY'rent,  ra|^e 

That  arms  the  rabble  f  f  this  impious  age. 

Yet  may  this  happj  stone—  that  bears  a  name 
Such  as  no  bold  survivor  dares  to  claim — 
To  ag^es  yet  uDbom,  unblemishM,  stand, 
^afe  from  the  stroke  of  an  inhuman  hand. 
Here,  reader !  here  a  Pttrf*  sad  relics  Iie» 
To  teach  the  careless  world  mortality ; 
Who,  while  he  mortal  was,  nnrivaird  stood. 
The  crown  and  g\oTj  of  his  ancient  blood  % 
Fit  for  his  prince's  and  his  country's  trust; 
Pious  to  God,  and  to  his  neighbour  just; 
A  loyal  husband,  to  his  latest  end  i 
A  gracious  father;  and  a  faithful  fHend: 
BeloT'd  he  Uv'd,  and  died  o'ercharged  with  jean^ 
Fuller  of  honour  than  of  silrerhain. 
And,  to  sum  up  his  virtaes,  this  was  he 
Who  wai-^what  all  we  should,  bat  cannot  be. 

To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  in  sundry  parts  of  his 
writings,  and  even  in  bis  poems,  the  evidences  of  fitly 
in  the  author  are  discernible :  amons  them  is  a  para- 
phrase on  that  noble  and  sublime  hymn,  the  eighth 
psalm.  And  in  the  po^m  entitled  Stanxes  irreguRers, 
are  the  following  lines : 

Dear  solitude ;  the  sirars  best  friend ; 
That  man,  acquainted  with  himself,  dost  make,-^ 
And  all  his  Maker's  wonden,  to  intend ; 
With  thee  i  here  convene  at  will, 
And  would  be  glad  to  do  so  still. 
For  it  is  thou,  alone,  that  keep*st  the  soul  awake* 

And  lastly,  in  the  following  book,  he,  in  the  person 
of  Piscator,  thus  utters  his  own  sentiment  of  a  practice 
which  feiv-» that  love  fishing,  and  have  not  a  sense  ef 
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deooruni,  not  to  say  of  religion^*woaId  in  these  days 
of  licence  forbear ;  ^^  A  worm  is  so  sure  a  bait  at  all 
^'  times  that,  excepting  in  a  flood,  I  would  I  had  laid 
^'  [mej  a  thousand  pounds  that  I  did  not  kill  fish, 
^*  more  or  less,  with  it — winter,  or  summer — every  day 
^^  in  the  year ;  those  daj/s  always  excepted^  that  upon 
*^  a  more  serious  account  always  ought  so  to  6c*;'' 
from  whence  it  is  but  just  to  infer,  that  the  delight  he 
took  in  fishing  was  never  a  temptation  with  him  to 
profane  the  sabbath. 

The  inconsistencies  above  pointed  out,  we  leave  the 
perusers  of  his  various  writings  to  reconcile ;  with  this 
remark,  That  he  must  have  possessed  a  mind  well 
stored  with  ideas,  and  habituated  to  reflection,  who 
could  write  such  verses  as  immediately  follow  this  ac- 
count; and,  in  many  respects,  have  been  an  amiable 
man,  whom  Walton  could  choose  for  his  friendy  and 
adopt  for  his  son. 


J.H. 


CONTENTATION, 


Directed  to  my  dear  Father  and  most  worthy  Friend^ 
Mr.  Isaac  Walton. 

I. 

HeaT'n,  what  an  age  is  ttiis  1  whatxaoe 

Of  giante  ia  sprang  up,  that  dare 
Tbnsflj  ii  the  Almight/*s face, 

And  with  his  providenoe  make  war ! 

H. 

I  can  ga  no  where  hot  I  meet 

With  maleoontents  and  mntineeni 
As  if»  m  life,  was  nothing  sweet. 

And  we  mvst  biesshigs  reap  hi  tears* 

*  Chap.  XI. 
X  3 
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in- 

O  senseless  man !  that  murmurs  still 
For  happiness ;  and  does  not  know, 

Eten  though  he  might  enjoy  his  will. 
What  he  wonld  have  to  make  him  so>* 

IV. 

Is  it  true  happiness  to  be, 

Bj  undisceming  fortune,  p1ac*d 

In  the  most  eminent  degree. 

Where  few  arrire,  and  none  stand  fiut  > 

V. 

Titles  and  wealth,  are  fortune's  toifs 
Wherewith  the  rain  themselves  ensnare ; 

The  great,  are  pnmd  of  borrowed  spoils; 
The  miser's  plentj,  breeds  his  care ; — 

VI. 

The  one,  supinelj,  jawns  to  rest; 

Th'  other,  etemallj,  doth  toil ; — 
Each  of  them,  equallj,  a  beast; 

A  pamperM  horse,  or  laboring  moil. 

VIL 
The  tUulado's  oft  disgrac'd, 

Bj  pablick  hate,  or  private  frown; 
And  he  whose  hand  the  creatnre  rais'dy 

Has  jet  a  foot  to  kick  him  down. 

viir. 

The  drudge  who  would  all  get,  all  save. 
Like  a  brute  beast  both  feeds  and  lies  % 

Froue  to  the  earth,  he  digs  his  giavey 
And  in  the  verj  labour  dies : 

IX. 
Kzoeis  of  ill-got,  ill-kept  pelf, 

Does  onl J  death  and  danger  breed ; 
Whilst  one  rich  worldling  starves  himself. 

With  what  woold  thousand  others  feed. 


LIFE  OP  COTTON.  869 

X. 

By  whicli,  we  >ee  that  wealth  and  pow^, 
Althou|^h  they  make  men  rich  and  cpreat, 

The  sweettf  of  life  do  often  sour, 
And  gnll  ambition  with  a  cheat. 

XI. 

Nor  is  be — happier  than  those — 

Who,  in  a  moderate  estate 
Where  he  might  safelj  live  at  ease. 

Has  lusts  that  aie  immoderate  i 

XII. 

For  he,  hy  those  desues  misled, 

Qnits  his  own  vine's  securing^  shade, 
T'  expose  his  naked  emptj  head 

To  all  the  storms  man's  peace  uivade. 

XIII. 

Not  is  he  happj[,  who  is  trim 

Trickt  vp  iniavours  of  the  fair,— 
If  irron,  which  ev'ry  breath  may  dim,— 

Biids  canght  in  cv'ry  wanton  snare. 

XIV. 
Woman,  man's  greatest  woe  or  bliss, 

Does  ofter  far,  than  serve,  enslave  ; 
And,  with  the  magic  of  a  kiss. 

Destroys— whom  she  was  made  to  save. 

XV. 

Oh  fruitful  grief !  the  world's  disease  j 

And  vainer,  man,-r-to  make  it  so. 
Who  give»  his  miseries  increase. 

By  cultivating  his  own  woe. 

XVL 

There  are  no  ills  but  what  we  make- 
By  giving  shapes,  and  names,  to  ttungit 

Which  is  the  dangerous  mistake 
That  causes  all  our  lufferingi : 

X  4 
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xni. 

We  eaH  tfuit  flcknen  irhieh  fa be*lth| 
Unit  penecstimi,  wlilch  is  gnuxf 

That  poTerty»  whUft  fa  tree  wMth  t 
And  that  difliioiioiir,  whidi  fa  prafae. 

XVIII. 
PfOTidenoe  watehei  oTer  all, 

And  that  with  an  iolparfial  eje  t 
And  if  to  nrifety  we  laD, 

'Tfa  through  our  oim  InflnnH^. 

XIX. 

n'fa  want  of  fomight,  teakes  mt  bold 
Amhitknvi  youth,  to  da&ger  cUtefbt 

And  want  of  Tirtoe,  when  the  old 
At  peivecuQOB  do  fepine. 

XX. 

Alai!  our  time  i9y  ber^  ao  thtiOt^ 

That  In  what  vtate  toe  Vr,  'tfa  apttil-^ 

Of  joy,  or  woe — does  not  import) 
ProTided  It  be  hmoce&tt 

XXI. 

Bat  we  may  make  it  pleaMnt  too  • 
If  we  will  take  our  nieasai«s  T^bty-^ 

And  not  what  heav'n  has  done  undo* 
Byannrelyuppetiee. 

XXII. 

Tfa  ooBtntatieo  that,  alone. 
Can  make  us  happy  here  beloirt 

Ab4>  when  thfa  little  Hfe  fa  gone, 
WiU  lift  ns  up  to  heaVn  too. 

xxni. 

A  nry  tittle  siitbflea 
•  An  honest  and  a  fl^ntefld  taffti 
And  who  would,  more  than  irfllfuffloev 
Does  coTet  more  than  fa  hfa  pavt. 
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XXIY. 

That  man  is  happy,  ia  hii  ahwe. 

Who  is  warm  eUd»  and  cleanly  fed  } 
Whose  necessaries  iMimd  his  care, 

Aod,  honest  labour  makes  Um  bed  f 

XXV. 

Who,  free  from  debt  aad  dear  ftom  criBies» 

Honoajns  those  laws  that  others  fear  { 
Who  ill,  of  prfneei,  ia  worst  timesy 

Will  adther  speak  himself,  norbearf 

XXVI. 

Who  from  the  busj  world  retires 

To  be  more  nsefiil  to  it  still  i 
And  to  no  greater  g^ood  aspires, 

Bttt  onl  J  the  eschewini^  ill  $ 

XXVII. 
Who,  with  his  ang^le  and  biff  books. 

Can  think  the  longest  day  well  spent, — 
And  praises  God,  when  back  he  looks 

And  finds  that  all  was  innocent. 

XXVIII. 
This  man  is  happier  far  than  he. 

Whom  public  business  oft  betrays. 
Through  labyrinths  of  policy 

To  crooked  and  forbidden  ways. 

XXIX. 

The  world  is  full  of  beaten  roads. 

But  yet  so  slippery  withal, — 
That  where  one  walks  secure,  'tis  odds 

A  kunired  and  a  hundred  fall. 

XXX. 

Uo^odden  paths  are  then  the  best. 

When  the  firequented  are  unsure  i 
And  he  comes  soonest  to  his  rest 

Whose  joqney  has  been  most  Jecure. 
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XXXI. 

It  is  ooDtenty  aloM,  that  makei 
Our  pilgrimage  a  pleatnre  here. 

And  who  bnjs  lorTow  cheapest,  takes 
An  ill  oommoditj  too  dear* 

XXXII. 

Bat  be  has  fortune's  wont  withstood; 

And  happiness  can  never  miss» — [Who] 
Can  ooret  nought  bnt  where  he  stood ; 

And  thinks  htm  happ  j  where  he  it. 


[10  MT  MOST  WOETHT 

FATHER*  AND  FRIEND, 

Mr.  IZAAK  WALTON, 

THE  ELDSE. 
SIR, 

BEING  you  were  pleased,  some  years  past, 
to  grant  me  your  free  leave  to  do  what  I  have 
here  attempted ;  and  observing  you  never  re- 
tract any  promise,  when  made  in  favour  even  of 
your  meanest  friends  3  I  accordingly  expect  to 
see  these  following  Particular  Directions  for  the 
taking  of  a  Trouty  to  wait  upon  your  better  and 
more  general  Rules  for  all  sorts  of  Angling. 
And,  though  mine  be  neither  so  perfect,  so  well 
digested,  nor  indeed  so  handsomely  coucht, 
as  they  might  have  been,  in  so  long  a  time  as 
since  your  leave  was  granted,  yet  I  dare  affirm 
them  to  be  generally  true:  and  they  had  ap- 
peared too  in  something  a  neater  dress,  but 
that  I  was  surprized  with  the  sudden  news  of 
a  sudden  new  edition  of  your  Complete  Angler; 
so  that,  having  but  a  little  more  than  ten  days* 

*  The  leader  will  see  the  reason  wbj  Cotton  calls  Walton  hit 
foihcr^  in  a  subsequent  note,  pag^e  380* 
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time  to  turn  me  in,  and  rub  up  my  memory-— 
for,  in  truth,  I  have  not,  in  all  this  long  time; 
though  I  have  often  thought  on't,  and  almost  as 
often  resolved  to  go  presently  about  it— I  was 
forced,  upon  the  instant,  to  scribble  what  I  here 
present  you :  which  I  have  also  endeavoured  to 
accommodate  to  your  own  method.  And,  if 
mine  be  clear  enough  for  the  honest  brothers  of 
the  angle  readily  to  understand,  which  is  the 
only  thing  I  aim  at,  then  I  have  my  end,  and 
shall  need  to  make  no  further  apology;  a 
writing  of  this  kind  not  requiring,  if  I  were 
master  of  any  such  thing,  any  eloquence  to  set 
it  oflF,  or  recommend  it:  so  that  if  you,  in  your 
better  judgment,  or  kindness  rather,  can  allow  it 
passable,  for  a  thing  of  this  nature,— you  will 
then  do  me  the  honour  .••...  if  the  cypher 
fixed  and  carved  in  the  front  of  my  little  fishing 
house,  may  be  here  explained;  and  to  permit 
me  to  attend  you  in  publick,  who,  in  private^ 
have  ever  been,  am,  and  ever  resolve  to  be, 

SIR, 
Your  most  affectionate  Son, 

And  Servant, 
CHARLES  COTTON, 

Btrkford,  lOch 
o£  March,  1675-6. 


TO 

My  most  Honoured  Friend, 
CHARLES  COTTON,  Esq. 

SISy 

YOU  now  see  I  have  returned  you  your  veryptea^ 
sant  and  useful  Discourse  of  The  Art  of  Fly-fishing, 
printed  just  as  it  was  sent  me;  for  I  have  been. so 
obedient  to  your  desiret^  as  to  endure  all  the  praises 
you  have  ventured  to  fix  upon  me  in  it.  And  when 
I  have  thanked  you  for  them,  as  the  effects  of  an 
'  undissembled  love;  then,  let  me  tell  you y  Sir^  that 
I  will  really  endeavour  to  live  up  to  the  character 
you  have  given  of  me,  if  there  were  no  other  reason^ 
yet  for  this  alone,  that  youy  that  love  me  so  welly 
and  always  think  what  you-  speak y  may  not,  for  my 
sakcy  suffer  by  a  mistake  in  your  judgment. 

Andy  Siry  I  have  ventured  to  Jill  a  part  of  your 
margbfiy  by  way  of  paraphrascy  for  the  reader*s 
clearer  understanding  the  situation  both  of  your 
fishing  houscy  and  the  pleasantness  of  that  you  dwell 
in.  And  I  have  ventured  also  to  give  him  a  Copy 
of  Yerses-WAo/  you  were  pleased  to  send  mcy  nowy 
some  years  past"— in  whichy  he  may  see  a  good  picture 
of  both ;  and  so  much  of  your  own  mind  too,  as  will 
make  any  reader,  that  is  blest  with  a  generous  souly 
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to  love  you  the  better.  I  confess^  that  for  doing 
this  you  may  justly  judge  me  too  bold:  if  you  do^ 
I  will  say  so  too  ;  and  so  far  commute  for  my  offence 
ihat^  though  I  be  more  than  a  hundred  miles  from 
yoUf  and  in  the  eighty-third  year  of  my  age^  yet 
I  will  forget  both^  and  next  month  begin  a  pilgri' 
mage  to  beg  your  pardon/  for  I  would  die  in  your 
favouTf  and  till  then  will  livcy 

SIR, 
Your  most  affectionate 

Father  and  Friend, 

London » 
April  29, 167«. 

IZAACK  WALTON. 
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mjetirement; 


STANZES  IRREGULIERS, 

TO 

MR.  IZAAK  WALTON. 


FAREWELL,  thou  busy  world  1  and  may 
We  neyer  mstt  agaia : 
Beref  I  can  eat  and  sleep }  and  praj  i 
And  do  more  good  in  one  abort  day, 
Tban  he  who  his  whole  age  out-weara 
Upon  the  most  oonspicaoni  theatres, 
Where  nought  bat  vanity  and  vice  appears* 

II. 

Good  God !  how  sweet  are  all  things  here  t 
How  beaatiful  the  fields  appear ! 
How  cleanly  do  we  feed  and  lie  1 
'  Lord  I  what  good  hoars  do  we  keep  t 
How  quietly  we  sleep ! 
What  peace !  what  unanimity  I 
How  innooent  from  the  lewd  fashion 
Is  all  our  business,  all  our  recreation  i 
^  Ob»  hew  happy  here's  our  leisure  I 
*  Oh,  how  mnocenty  our  pleasure  { 
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Oh,  jevmlliet,  Oh»  je  moantaiiM  ! 
Ohy  je  grores,  and  chrjgtal  fountaiai ! 

How  I  love,  at  libertj, 
Bj  tnnu  to  come  and  visit  je ! 

17. 

Dear  iolitade !  the  goul's  best  fHead ; 
That  man,  acqnaiated  with  himself,  dost  make, — 
And  all  his  Maker's  wonder,  to  intend ; 
With  thee  I  here  oonrene  at  wUl, 
And  wonld  be  glad  to  do  so  still. 
For  it  is  thou,  alone,  that  keep'st  the  so al  awake. 

V. 

How  calm  and  quiet  a  delight 

Is  it, — alone, 
To  read,  and  meditate,  and  write, 

Bj  none  offended,  and  offending  none  ? 
To  walk,  ride,  sit,  or  sleep  at  one's  own  ease  I 
And,  pleasing  a  man's  self,  none  other  to  displease. 

VI. 

Oh  my  beloved  njmph,  fahr  Dove ! 
Princess  of  rivers  1  how  I  love 

Upon  thj  flow'Pf  banks  to  lie  i 
And  view  thy  silver  stream, — 
When  gilded  by  a  sonttier*s  beamy— 

And  in  It,  all  thy  waaton  fiy. 
Playing  at  liberty; 
And,  with  my  angle,  upon  them 
The  all  of  treachery 

I  ever  learnt,  industriously  to  try. 

vn. 

Such  streams  Rome's  yellow  Tetter  cannot  show ; 
The  Iberian  Tagtu,  or  Llgurian  Po: 
The  Maese^  the  Dantae^  and  the  Rhlne^ 
Are  pnddle-water,  all,  compared  with  thine: 
And  Loire's  pure  streams,  yet,  too  polluted  an 
With  thine  much  purer,  to  compare ; 


Tb^^pid  Garmme,  and  the  wiadinr  Sefii^ 
Are  both  too  iiiean» 

Beloved  JD0M/  with  thee 

To  vie  prioritj  i 
Kaj,  Tome  and /fif,  when  conjoia'd,  subniie, 
And  laj  their  tropbieg  at  Chj  lilrer  feet. 

VIII. 

^  mj  beloired  tocks  I  that  riie 

To  awe  the  earth  and  brave  the  skiet.— 

From  some  aspictng  monntain*i  cn>wn> 

How  dearlj  do  I  love* 
diddj  with  pleasniie  to  look  domi: 
> — ^And,  from  the  valei » to  view  the  helshti  aboTe ! 
Oh  mj  beloved  oaves  1  from  dof^-star's  heat. 
And  all  anzieties»  mj  safe  retreat : 
What  safety,  privacj,  what  true  delight— 
In  the  artificial  night, 
Yoor  gloomj  entrails  make— « 

Have  I  taken,  do  I  take  1 
Bow  oft  when  grief  has  made  me  flj» 
To  hide  me,  from  society 
fiv*n  of  my  dearest  friends, — ^bave  I, 

In  yonr  recesses*  friendly  shade. 
All  my  sorrows  open  laid, 
iLndmy  most  secret  woes  iatmsted  to  your  privac j  ! 

IX. 

|«ordl  would  men  let  me  alone. 
What  an  ever-happy  one 

Should  I  think  myself  to  be,— 
Might  I,  in  this  desert  place 
Which  most  men  in  discourse  disgrace* 

Live  but  undisturb'd  and  free  I 
Here  in  this  d^pis*d  recess. 

Would  1,  mangre  whiter's  oold. 
And  the  lunmier's  worst  excess, 
T^  to  live-out  to  sixty  full  years  old*  % 

«  This  he  ^d  not;  for  he  ivai  bora  I680|  and  died  in  1687.    Seethe 
Attwii$  rfkii  lifi  prefixed. 

r 
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Aii#  all  the  ^hile 
Witbont  an  enTion  eje. 
On  an  J  thri^iiii^  nder  fbrtvne*!  tmile. 
Contented  life:  and,  then, oMUented  dje. 


THE 

COMPUETE  AW^UEHj 

OR^  THR 

C0NTEMPL4TIVE  MAIP^  RECREATION. 


PART  II. 


CHAPTER  L 


Conf-iTence  between  a  CounUy-gentleman  prtpficia^ 
in  Ff.t.Fisbinq  md  a  Traveller  who  becomes  hi$ 
pupil  *. 

PISCATOa-JUNIOa,  and  VIATOR. 

PlSCATOR-J. 

YOU  are  happily  oyertaken,  Sir:  may  a  Man  be  an 
bold  as  to  enquire,  now  far  you  travd  this  way  ? 

Viaior.  Yes  snre,  Sir,  very  freely;  though  it  be  a 
question  I  cannot  very  wdl  lesolye  you,  as  not  knowing 
myself  how  far  it  is  to  Ashborn^  where  I  intend  to-night 
to  take  up  my  inn. 

Pise.     W  by  then^  Sir,  seeiog  I  peroeiye  you  to  be 

*  The  Contents  to  the  Chftpten  .of  this  Second  Pert,  are  now  fifH 
^dded  by  the  Editor  of  the  seventh  edition ;  who  has  also  seen  it  proper 
to  supply  the  word  *<  Junior'*  after  «  Piscator,"  the  first-time  that  designa- 
tion ot  Cotton  occurs  in  each  of  the  folbwing  chapters.  The  tinw  at 
which  thew  dialogues  are  soppoted  to  take  fhicei  is  the  k^^mnii^  ^AUr^f 
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a  stranger  in  these  parts,  I  shall  take  upon  me  to  in« 

form  you,  that  from  the  (own  you  bst  came  through, 

called  Brelsford  *,  it  ir  Jve  miles:  and  you  are  not,  yet, 

above  half  a  mile  on  this  side. 

Viai.     So  much  !    I  was  told  it  was  but  ten  miles 

from  Derby ;  and,  metbinks,  I  hare  rode  almost  so  far 

already. 
Pise.    O,  Sir,  find  no  fault  with  large  measure  of 

good  land;  which  Derbyshire  abounds  in,  as  much  as 

most  coanties  of  England. 
.  Viat. .  It  may  be  so ;    and  good  land,  I  confess, 

affords  a  pleasant  prospect :    but  by  your  good  leave. 

Sir,  large  measure  of  ioul  way  is  not  altogether  so  ac* 

ceptable. 

Pise.  True,  Sir,  but  the  foul  way  serves  to  justify 
the  fertility  of  the  soil,  according  to  the  proverb, 
<>  There  is  good  land  where  there  is  Coul  way:'*  and 
is  of  good  use,  to  inform  you  of  the  riches  of  the  country 
you  are  come  into,  and  of  its  continual  travel  and 
traffick'to  the  country-town  you  came  from  ;  which  is 
also  verv  observable  by  the  fulness  of  its  road,  and  the 
loirieu  Dorses  you  meet  every- where  upon  the  way. 

Viat,  Well,  Sir!  I  will  be  content  to  think  as  well 
of  your  country  as  you  would  desire.  An^  I  shall 
have  a  great  deal  of  reason  both  to  think,  and  to  speak, 
very  well  of  you,-— if  I  may  obtain  the  happiness  of 
yourconypany  to  the  fbre-mentiotted  place,  provided 
your  affiiirs  lead  you  that  way,  and  that  they  wHl  per* 
mit  you  to  slack  your  pace,  out  of  complacency  to  a 
traveller  utterly  a  stranger  in  these  parts,  and  who  am 
still  to  wander  further  out  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Pisa*  Sir,  you  invite  me  to  my  own  advantage. 
And  I  am  ready  to  attend  you,  my  way  lying  through 
that  town ;  but  ny  business,  that  is  my  home,  some 
miles  beyond  it :  however,  1  shall  have  time  enough 
to  lodge  you  in  your  quarters,  and  afterwards  to  per* 
form  my  own  journey.  .  In  the  mean  time,  may  I  be  so 
bold  as  to  enquire  the  end  of  your  Journey  ? 

Viat.  'Tis  into  Lancashire,  Sir,  and  about  some 
business  of  concern  to  a  near  relation  of  mine ;  for  I 

*  firalei'brd.    Spshnsn*!  Fittart. 
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Msiue  joUy  I  do  Qot  use  to  take  so  long  jonrnies  ai 
from  Essex,  upon  the  single  acconnt  of  pleasure. 

Pise.  From  thence)  Sir  I— I  do  not  then  wonder 
you  should  appear  dissatisfied  with  the  length  of  the 
miles^  and  the  toulness  of  the  way  :  though  I  am  sorry 

}^on  should  begin  to  quarrel  with  them  so  soon ;  for  be* 
ieve  me,  Sir,  you  will  find  the  miles  much  longer, 
and  the  way  much  worse,  before  you  come  to  your 
journey's  end. 

Viat.  Why!  truly,  Sir!  for  that,  I  am  prepared 
to  expect  the  worst ;  but  methinks  the  way  is  mended, 
since  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  fall  into  your  good 
company. 

Jfisc*  You  are  not  obliged,  to  my  company,  lEbr 
that,— but,  because  you  are  abready  past  the  worst, 
and  the  greatest,  part  of  yonr  way  1o  your  lodging. 

Viat.  I  am  very  glad  ix}  hear  it,  both  for  the  ease 
of  myself  and  my  horse;  but,  especially,  because  I 
may  then  expect  a  freer  enjoyment  of  your  con- 
versation: though  the  shortness  of  the  way  will,  I 
fear,  make  me  lose  it  the  sooner. 

Pise.  That,  Sir,  is  not  worth  your  care;  and  I 
am  sure  you  deserve  much  better,  for  bein^  content 
with  so  ill,  company.  But  we  have  already  talked 
away  two  miles  of  your  journey  ;  for,  from  the  brook 
before  us,  that  runs  at  the  foot  of  this  sandy  hill,  you 
have  but  three  miles  to  Ashborn. 

Viat.  I  meet  every-where  in  this  country,  with 
ihese  little  brooks ;  and  they  look  as  if  they  were  full 
of  fish  :  Have  they  not  Trouts  in  them  ? 

Pise.  That  is  a  question  which  is  to  be  excused  in 
a  stranger,  as  you  are  i  otherwise,  give  me  leave  to 
tell  you,  it  would  seem  a  kind  of  affront  to  our 
country,  to  make  a  doubt  of  what  we  pretend  to  be 
famous  for,  next  [to,]  if  not  before,  our  malt,  wool, 
lead,  and  coal ;  for  you  are  tD  understand,  that  we 
think  we  have  as  many  fine  rivers,  rivulet»and  brooks, 
as  any  country  whatever;  and  they  are  all  full  of 
Trouts,  and  some  of  them  the  best,  (it  is  said,)  by 
many  degrees,  in  England. 

•   Viat.     I  was  first.  Sir,  in  love  with  you ;  and  now 
thall  be  lo  enamoured  of  your  country,  by  this  ac- 

V  3 
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count  yoa  give  me  of  it,  w  to  wish  myself  a  Derbydiire 
man,  or  at  least  that  I  might  live  in  it :  for  you  must 
know  I  am  a  pretender  to  the  angle ;  and,  doubtless,  a 
Trout  affords  the  most  pleasure  to  the  angler  of  anT 
sort  of  fish  whatever;  and  the  best  Tronts  must  needs 
mike  the  best  sport :  but  this  brook,  and  some  others  I 
have  met  with  upon  Uiis  way»  are  loo  fuU  of  wood  for 
that  recreation. 

Pise.  Thb,  Sir!— why  this,  and  several  others 
like  it,  which  you  have  past ;  and  some,  that  you  art 
like  \o  pass ;  have  scarce  any  name  amongst  us :  but 
we  can  shew  you  as  fine  rivers^  and  as  clear  from 
wood,  or  any  other  incumbrance  to  hinder  an  angler, 
as  any  ^ou  ever  saw;  and  for  clear  beautiful  streams, 
Hantshire  itsdfy  by  Mr.  Isaac  Walton's  good  leave,  can 
shew  none  such ;  nor  I  think  any  counti^  in  Europe. 

Ftof .  You  go  ftir.  Sir,  in  the  praise  of  your 
countij  rivers,  and  I  perceive,  have  read  Mr.  Wal- 
ton's Cefnplete  Angler ^  by  your  naming  of  Hantshire; 
and  I  pmy  what  is  ^our  opinion  of  that  book  ? 

Pise.  My  opinion  of  Mr.  Walton's  book,  is  the 
same  with  every  man's  that  understands  any  thing  of 
the  art  of  angling, — that  it  is  an  excellent  good  one; 
and  that  the  tore*mentioned  gentleman  understands  as 
much  of  fish,  and  fishing,  as  any  man  living.  But  I 
must  tell  you,  further,  that  I  have  the  happiness  to 
know  his  person,  and  to  be  intimatelv  acquainted  witii 
him ;  and  in  him  to  know  the  worthiest  man,  and  to 
enjov  the  best,  and  the  traest  friend  any  man  ever  had : 
nay,  I  shall  yet  acquaint  you  further,  that  he  gives  me 
leave  to  call  him  Father,  and  I  hope  is  not  yet  adiamed 
to  own  me  for  his  Adopted  Son  *. 

*  It  wu  a  practice  with  the  pretended  mattert  of  the  Henoeck 
Kieoce,  to  adopt  fiiTOurite  perxMis  for  their  tons,  to  whom  they  imparted 
fheir  secrets.  Ashmole,  in  his  Diary^  p.  25.  says,  «*  Mr.  Backhouse 
*•  told  me,  I  must  now  needs  be  his  son,  because  he  had  communicated 
**  so  many  seoKts  to  me.'*  And  a  little  after,  p.  87.  **  My  father  Back- 
<*  house,  lying  sick  in  Fleet  street,  told  me,  in  syllables,  the  true  matter 
"  of  the  philosopher's  stone,  which  he  bequeathed  to  me  as  a  legacy.!' 
See  more  of  this  practice,  and,  of  the  tremendous  solemnities  with  which 
the  secret  was  communicated,  in  Ashmole's  TbeaU  Cbem,  Brit.  p.  440. 

And,  in  imitation  of  this  practice,  Ben  Jonson  adopted  several  p^^ 
ions  his  sons,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  fourteen ;  among  whom  were, 
Cartwright,  Randdph,  and  Alenader  Brom^    And  it  should  seem,  by 
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Vidi.  In  earnest.  Sir,  I  am  rayished  to  meet  with  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Isaac  Walton's^  and  one  that  does  him  sd 
much  right  in  so  good  and  true  a  character :  for  I  most 
boast  to  you, — ^that  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  knoW 
him  too,  and  came  acquainted  with  him  much  after  the 
same  manner  I  do  with  jou,— 4hat  he  was  my  mastery 
who  first  taught  me  to  love  Angling,  and  then  to  be- 
come an  Angler ;  and,  to  be  plam  with  you,  I  am  the 
Tery  man  deciphered  in  his  book  under  the  name  of  Fe- 
naior;  for  I  was  wholly  addicted  to  the  Chace,  till  he 
taught  me  as  good— a  more  quiet,  innocent,  and  less 
dangerous  diversion. 

Pise.  Sir,  I  think  myself  happy  in  your  acquaint' 
ance ;  and  before  we  part,  shall  entreat  leave  to  embrace 
YOU :  You  have  said  enough  to  recommend  you  to  my 
pest  opinion  i  for  my  father  Walton  will  be  seen  twicei 
in  no  man's  company  he  does  not  like,  and  likes  none 
but  such  as  he  believes  to  be  very  honest  menw— which 
is  one  of  the  best  arguments,  or  at  least  of  the  best 
testimonies  I  have,  that  I  either  am,  or  that  he  thinks 
me,  one  of  those ;  seeing  I  have  not  yet  found  hin^ 
weary  of  me. 

Viat.  You  speak  like  a  true  friend ;  and,  in  doing 
$0^  render  yourself  worthy  of  his  friendship.  May  A 
be  so  bold  as  to  ask  your  name? 

Pise    Yes  surely.  Sir ;  and,  if  yeu  please^  a  much 

nicer  question :  My  name  is  — ' ,  and  I  intend  ta 

stay  long  enough  in  your  company,  if  I  find  you  do 
not  dislike  mine,  to  ask  yours  too.  In  the  mean  time, 
(because  we  are  now  almost  at  Ashbom,)  J  shall  freely 
and  bluntly  tell  you,  That  I  am  a  brotlier  of  the  angle 
too,  and,  peradventure,  can  give  you  some  instructions, 

How    TO    ANGLE    FOR  A    TROUT  IN   A    CLEAR    RIVEJft^ 

Aat  my  fether  Walton  himself  will  not  disapprove,--* 
though  he  did  either  purposelv  omit,  or  did  not  re« 
member  them^  what  you.  and  he  sat  discoursing  under 
the  sycamore  tree*.    And;  being  you  have  already 


the  text,  that  Walton  followed  the  above-meotioned  examples,  by  idopt« 
ing  Cotton  for  his  son, 
•  See  PSut  I,  Page  172. 
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Viai.  Wecantalkofiiotbin^withwhiclildudlbe 
more  ddigbied  than  of  riven  and  angling. 

Pise.  Xet  those  be  the  subjects  then.-^But  we  aie 
now  come  to  the  Talbot :  What  will  joa  drink^  Sir  ? 
ale,  or  wine? 

Viat.  Nay,  I  am  for  the  countr j  liquor^  Dediyshire 
aky  if  vou  please ;  for  a  man  should  uot^  methinks^ 
come  mm  London  to  drink  wine  in  the  Peak. 

Pise.  You  are  in  the  li^ht  s  and  jet  kt  me  tell 
you,  you  may  drink  worse  French  wine  in  many  ta^ 
vems  iif  London,  than  they  have  sometime  at  this 
house.  What  ho !  bring  us  a  flaggon  of  your  best  ale. 
And  now,  Sir,  my  service  to  you :  a  good  health  to  the 
honest  gentleman  you  know  of  ;  and  you  are  wdoome 
into  Uie  Peak.  ^ 

Viat.  I  thank  yon,  Sir ;  and  present  you  my  ser« 
vice  again,  and  to  all  the  honest  brothers  of  the  angle. 

Pise,  ril  pledge  you,  Sir.  So,  there's  for  your 
ale;  and,  farewell  Come,  Sir,  let  us  be  going;  for 
the  sun  grows  low:  and  I  would  haver  you  look  about 
you  as  you  ride ;  for  you  will  see  au  odd  country, 
and  sights  that  will  seem  strange  to  you. 
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CHAPTER  ir. 

An  Account  of  the  principal  Rivers  in  Derbyshire^ 
Viator  lodges  at  Piscator^s  House. 

PlSCATOR-JuNlOB. 

SO^  Sir,  now  we  have  got  to  the  top  of  the  hill  out 
of  town,  look  about  you  and  tell  me  how  you  lU&e  the 
country. 

Fiat.  Bless  mei  what  mountains  arc  here  I  are  we 
not  in  Wales  2 

Pise.  No,  but  in  almost  as  mountainous  a  coun« 
try:  and  yet  these  hills,  though  high,  ble^,  and 
craggy,  breed  and  feed  good  b^f  and  mutton — ^above 
ground ;  and  afford  good  store  of  lead — within. 

Viai.  They  had  need  of  all  those  commodities 
to  make  amends  for  the  ill  landskip:  but  I  hope  our 
way  does  not  lie  over  any  of  these;  for  I  dread  a  pre- 
cipice. 

Pise.  Belieye  me,  but  it  docs ;  and  down  one,  es- 
pecially, that  will  appear  a  lit<le  terrible  to  a  stranger, 
—though  the  way  is  passable  enough,  and  so  passable, 
that  we  who  are  natives  of  these  mountains,  and  fu> 
quainted  with  them,  disdain  io  al^ht. 

Viat^  I  hope,  though,  that  a  foreigner  is  privileged 
to  use  his  own  discretion;  and  that  I  may  have  the 
liberty  to  entrust  my  neck  to  the  fidelity  of  my  own 
feet,  rather  than  to  those  of  my  horse,— for  I  have  no 
more  at  home. 

Pise.  'Twere  hard  else.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  I 
think  Uwere  best,  while  this  way  is  pretty  even,  io 
mend  our  pace,  that  we  may  be  past  that  hill  { 
.speak  of;  to  the  end  ^'our  apprehension  may  not  be 
doubled,  for  want  of  light  to  aiscern  the  easiness  of 
ihe  descent. 

Fiat.    I  am  willing  to  put  forward  as  fast  as  mj 
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beast  will  give  me  leave,  thoagh  I  fear  Hothing  in 
yoar  company.  But  what  pretty  river  is  this  vre  are 
goinW  into  ? 

JPtsc*  Why  this^  Sir,  is  called  Bentlt/^brook^  and 
is  full  of  yery  good  Trout  and  Grayling  i  but  ^so  en- 
cumbered with  wood  in  many  places,  as  is  troublesome 
to  an  aagler« 

Viat.  Here  are  the  prettiest  rivers,  and  the  most  of 
them,  in  this  country  that  ever  I  saw  i  do  you  know 
bow  many  you  have  in  the  country  ? 

Pise*  1  know  them  all  t  and  they  were  not  hard  ia 
teckon^  were  it  worth  the  trouble :  but  the  roost  consi* 
derable  of  (hem  I  will  presently  name  you.  And  to 
begin  where  we  now  are|  for  you  must  know  we  are  now 
upon  the  very  skirts  of  Derbyshire  i  yft  hare,  first, 
the  river  Dove^  that  we  shall  come  to  by  and  by, 
which  divides  the  two  counties  of  Derby  and  Stafford 
for  many  miles  together,  ^and  is  so  called  from  the  swifts 
ness  of  its  current  i  and  that  swiftness  £is]  occasioned  by 
the  declivity  of  its  course  t  and,  by  bemg  so  straitened  in 
that  course  betwixt  the  rocks, — ^by  which,  (and  those, 
very  high  ones,)  it  is,  hereabout,  for  four  or  five  miles^ 
confined  into  a  very  narrow  stream :  a  river  that  from 
a  contemptible  fountain,  which  I  can  cover  with  my 
hat — by  the  confluence  of  other  rivers,  rivulets,  brooks, 
and  rills — is  swelled,  before  it  falls  into  TretUy  a  little 
below  Eggin^ton,  where  it  loses  the  name,  to  such  a 
breadth  and  depth,  as  to  be  in  most  places  navigable, 
were  not  the  passage  frequently  interrupted  with  fords 
and  wears ;  and  has  as  fertile  banks  as  any  river  In 
England,  none  excepted.  And  this  river,  from  its 
head,  for  a  mile  or  two,  is  a  black  water ;  as  all  the  rest 
of  the  Derbyshire  rivers  of  note,  originally,  are,  for  they 
all  spring  from  the  mosses ;  but  is  in  a  few  miles'  travel^ 
so  clarified  by  the  addition  of  several  clear  and  very 
great  springs,  bigger  than  itself,  which  gush  out  of  the 
lime-stone  rocks,  that,  before  itcomes  to  my  house,  which 
is  but  six  or  seven  miles  from  its  source,  vou  will  find  it 
one  of  the  purest  crystaline  streams  you  have  seen* 

Viat.     Does  Trent  spring  in  these  parts  ? 

Pise,     Yes,  \n  these  parts :  not  in  this  couaty,  but 
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Bomewliere  towards  the  upper  end  of  Staffordshire,  I 
think  not  far  from  a  place  called  Trentbam;  and 
thence  runs  down,  not  far  from  Stafford,  to  Wolslr* 
I^idge;  and  washing  the  skirts  and  purlieus  of  the 
forest  of  Needwood,  runs  down  to  Burton  in  the  same 
county ;  thence  it  comes  into  this,  where  we  now  are, 
—and,  running  by  Swarkston  and  Dunnington,  re- 
ceives Derwent  at  Wildon ;  and,  so,  to  Nottinsrham ; 
thence,  to  Newark;  and,  by  Gainsborough,  to  Kings* 
ton  upon  Hull,  where  it  takes  the  name  of  Number^ 
and  tnence  l&Us  into  the  sea :  but  that  the  map  will 
best  inform  you, 

Viat.  Know  you  whence  this  river  Trent  derives  its 
name? 

Pise.  No,  indeed :  and  yet  I  have  heard  it  often 
discoursed  upon, — when  some  have  given  its  denomina- 
tion from  the  fore^named  Trenthanty  though  that  seems 
nither  a  derivative  from  it  i  others  have  said  it  is  so 
called  from  thirty  rivers  that  fall  into  it,  and  there  lose 
their  names ;  which  cannot  be,  neither,  because  it  car* 
ries  that  name  from  its  very  fountain,  before  any  other 
rivers  fall  into  it :  others  derive  it  from  thirty  several 
sorts  of  fish  that  breed  there;  and  that  is  the  most 
Ukely  derivation :  But,  be  it  how  it  will,  it  is  doubtless 
one  of  the  finest  rivers  in  the  world,  and  the  most 
abounding  with  excellent  Salmon,  and  all  sorts  of  deli- 
cate fish. 

Viat.  Pardon  me.  Sir,  for  tempting  you  into  this 
digression.  And  then  proceed  to  your  other  rivers; 
for  I  am  mightily  delighted  with  this  discourse.  * 

Pise.  It  was  no  interruption,  but  a  very  seasonable 
question ;  for  Trent  is  not  only  one  of  our  Derbyshire 
rivers,  but  the  chief  of  them,  and  into  which  all  the 
rest  pay  the  tribute  of  their  names, — which  I  bad, 
perhaps,  forgot  to  insist  upon,  being  got  to  the  other 
end  ot  the  county,  had  you  not  awoke  my  memory.  But 
I^vill  now  proceed.  And  the  next  river  of  note;  for 
I  will  take  them  as  they  lie  eastward  fi'om  us,  is  the 
river  fVj/e:  I  sfey  of  note ;  for  we  have  two  lesser  be- 
twixt us  and  itf  namely  Lalhkin  and  Bradford:  of 
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wbich  Laihkin  is,  by  many  degrees,  the  parest  and 
most  transparent  stream  that  I  ever  yet  saw,  either  at 
home  or  abroad ;  andbreedsj  it  is  said*  the  reddest,  aod 
the  best  Trouts  in  England:  bnt  neither  of  these  are 
to  be  reputed  rivers,  l^ing  no  better  than  great  springs. 
The  river  Wycj  then,  has  its  source  near  unto  Buxton, 
a  town  some*  ten  miles  from  hence,  famous  for  a  warm 
hath,,  and  which  you  are  to  ride  through  in  your  way  to 
Manchester :  a  black  water,  too,  at  the  fountain,  but, 
by  the  same  reason  with  JJeve^  becomes  very  soon  a 
nost  delicate  clear  river :  and  breeds  admirable  Trout 
and  Grayling,  reputed  by  those,  who,  by  living  upon 
its  banks  are  partial  to  it,  the  b^t  of  any :  And  this — 
running  down  by  Ashford,  Bakewell,  and  Hadden— 
at  a  town  a  little  lower,  called  Rowsly ,  falls  into  />er- 
went ;  and,  there,  loses  its  name*.  The  next  in  order 
is  Derwent;  a  black  ^^ater  too,  and  that  not  onlv  from 
its  fountain,  but  quite  through  its  prc^ess,  not  having 
these  crystal  springs  to  wash  and  cleanse  it  which  the 
two  fore-mentioned  have ;  but  abounds  with  Troi^t  and 
Grayling,  such  as  they  are»  towards  its  source,— end 
with  Salmon,  below.  And  thi^  river,  from  the  upper, 
and  utmost,  part  of  this  county,  where  it  sprin^^^p  tak* 
ing  its  course  by  Chatsworth,  Darley,  Matlock,  Derby^ 
Burrow-Ash,  and  Awberson,  falls  into  TVenf,  at  a  place 
called  Wildon ;  and  there  loses  its  name.  The  east 
aide  of  this  county  of  Derby,  is  bounded  by  little  incon? 


*  By  this  it  appeari,  that  there  are  two  rvren  in  England  that  bear 
the  name  of  f^yt.:  the  former  IVye^  occaiionally  mentioned,  p.  SOS,  n.209, 
913,  n.  and  elsewhere  in  this  work,  has,  as  well  asthe^rv^m,  its  head  in 
the  Plinllmmon  hill,  on  the  borders  of  Montgomery  and  Cai^ganshire; 
from  whence,  as  its  Latin  name,  ^o^ a,  imports,  wandcpng  through  part 
of  Brecknockshire,  it,  near  the  Hay,  enters  Herefordshire;  and  at  Mordi- 
ford,  within  four  miles  of  Hereford,  receives  the  Lmf  }  from  thence,  pass- 
ing on  to  Ross,  it  enters  Monmouthshire,  and  falls  mto  the  Severn  below 
Cnepstow. 

It  abounds  with  that  small  species  of  6sh  called  Last-springs;  (for 
which  see  pa|j;e  SI  2,  n.)  and  also,  with  Grayling. 

And  here  it  may  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  the  names  of  Jlvcm,  Oiuf, 
Stoure,  and  some  otherst  are  common  to  many  rivers  in  England,  as  that 
of  3uUu  is  to  numbers  in  Wales.  See  AW  on  the  P^lyMw^  song  the 
titth. 
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aiderable  riTers ;  as  Jwber,  Erowqys^  and  the  like, 
scarce  worth  namine,  but  trouty  too ;  and  fiirth^  we 
are  not  to  enquire.  But,  Sir,  I  iiave  carried  you,-  bb  a 
man  may  say^  by  water,  till  we  are  now  come  to  the 
descent  of  the  formidable  hill  I  told  you  of;  (at  die 
fpot  of  which  runs  the  river  Bavey  which  I  cannot  but 
love  above  all  the  rest;  and  therefore  prepare  yourself 
to  be  a  little  frightened. 

Viai.  Sir,  f  see  you  would  fortify  me,  that  I  should 
not  shame  myself:  but  I  dai^  follow  where  you  please 
t0  lead  m^.  And  I  see  no  danger  yet ;  for  the  descent, 
methinks,  is — ^thus  &r — s^teeny  eveil,  and  easy. 

Pise.  You  will  like  it  wor^e  presently,  when  you 
come  to  the  brow  of  the  hill :  And  now  we  are  there, 
what  think  you? 

Viai,  What  do  I  think?  Why  I  think  it  the 
strangest  place  that,  ever,  (sure!)  men  and  horses  went 
down ;  and  that,  if  there  be  any  safety  at  all,  the 
safest  way  is  to  alight. 

Pise.  I  think  so,  too,  for  you  who  are  mounted 
upon  a  beast  not  acquainted  with  these  slippery 
stones:  and  though  I  frequently  ride  down,  I  will 
alight  too  to  bear  you  company,  and  tp  lead  you  the 
way.  And,  if  you  please,  my  man  shall  lead  your 
bprse. 

Viat.  Marjry,  Sir!  and  thank  you  too;  for  I  am 
afmid  I  shall  have  enough  to  do  to  look  to  myself: 
and  ^ith  my  hor^e  in  my  hand  should  be  in  a  double 
£ear,  both  of  breaking  |ny  neck,  and  my  horse's  falling 
on  me ;  for  it  is  as  steep  as  a  penthouse. 

Pise.  To  look  down  from  hence  it  appears  so,  I 
confess :  but  the  path  winds  and  turns,  and  will  not 
be  found  so  troublesome. 

Viai,  Would  I  were  well  dqwn,  though!  Hoist 
thee !  there's  one  fair  'scape  I  these  stories  are  so  slip? 

Cnry  I  f^annot  stand !  yet  again !   I  think  I  were  beit 
y  my  heek  in  my  neck,  and  tumble  down. 
Pise.    If  you  think  your  Iieels  will  defend  your 
fieck,  that  is  the  way  to  be  soon  at  the  bottom.    But 
give  me  your  hand  at  this  brood  stpne^  and  then  tht 
lyorst  is  past. 
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Viat.    I  thank  yoa,  Sir,  I  am  now  part  it,  I 
go  myself.    What^sheie?   the  sign  of  a  bridge  f   D^ 
jou  use  to  travel  with  wheelbarrows  in  this  countiy  ? 

Pise.  Not  that  I  ever  aaw,  Sir^  wh  j  do  yon  ask 
that  question  f 

Viai.  Because,  this  bridge  certainly  was  made  for 
nothing  else :  why !  a  mouse  can  hardly  go  over  it  9 
^tis  not  two  fingers  broads 

Pise.  You  are  pleasant,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  yoa 
ao  s  but  I  have  rid  over  the  bridge  many  a  dark  night. 
.  Viat.  Why  accoidiAg  to  the  French  proverb^* 
and  'tis  a  good  one,  among  a  great  manj  of  worse 
>en9e  and  sound  that  language  abounds  m^^Cegue 
JHeu  garde^  est  hien  gnrdi^  ^^  They  whom  God 
^'  takes  care  of,  are  in  safe  protection  :*'  but,  let  me 
tell  you,  I  would  not  ride  over  it  for  a  thousand 
pounds,  nor  fall  off  it  for  two  <  and  yet  I  think  I  dam 
venture  on  foot. — though  if  yon  were  not  by  to  laugh 
at  me,  I  should  do  it  on  all  four. 

Pisc^  Well,  Sir,  your  mirth  becomes  you,  and  I 
ftm  glad  to  «ee  you  safe  over;  and  now  you  are  wet 
come  into  Staffordshire* 

Vi<a.  How,  Staffordshtrei  What  do  I  there,  trowf 
there  is  not  a  word  of  Staffordshire  in  all  my  direction. 

Pise,  You  see  you  are  betrayed  into  it;  but  it 
shall  be  in  order  to  something  that  will  make  amends  j 
and  'tis  but  an  ill  mile  or  two  out  of  your  way. 

Viat^  I  believe  all  things.  Sir;  and  doubt  nothing. 
Is  this  your  beloved  river  Dove  f  'Tis  clear  and  swiA, 
indeed ;  but  a  very  little  one. 

Pise.  You  see  it,  here,  at  the  worst;  we  shaU 
4Gome  to  it,  anon  again,  after  two  miles  riding,  and  so 
near  as  to  lie  upon  the  very  banks. 

Viai.  Would  we  were  there,  once«  btit  I  hope  wt 
have  no  more  of  these  Alps  to  pass  over. 

Pise.  No,  no,  Sir^  only  this  ascent  before  yon; 
which  you  see  is  not  very  uneasy :  and  then  you  wiH 
no  more  quarrel  with  your  way. 

Viat.  Well,  if  ever  I  come  io  London— H>f  which 
nany  a  man  there,  if  he  were  in  mj  place,  would 
make  a  qucstion^^l    will  sit  down^  and  write  jny 
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travels ;  and,  like  Tom  Coriate*j  print  tliem  at  my 
own  chargCt  Pray  what  dp  you  call  this  hill^  we 
came  down  ? 


I,  *  Tom  Corhit  lived  in  the  reign  of  kiog  James  ihtjhtfi  and,  as  Wood 

calk  him,  was  the  wbetttoiu  of  all  ibe  'witt  •/  thaimget  and  indeed,  ths 
allusions  to  him,  and  to  the  singular  oddness  of  his  character,  are  niun* 
!  berless.  'He  travelled  almost  over  Europe  on  foot;    and  in  that  tour 

I  wa)ked  900  miles  with  one  pair  of  shoes,   which  he  got  mended  at 

Zurich.    Afterwards  he  visit^  Turkey,  Persia,  and  the  Great  Mogul's 
dominions,  travelling  in  so  frugal  a  manner,  that—- as  he  tells  his  motner» 
1  in  a  letter  to  her — in  his  ten  months*  travels,  between  Aleppo  and  the 

\  Mogul's  court,  he  spent  but  tkrte  pounds  ttirling;  living  reasonably  weU 

for  about  tw-ftnce  sttrtmg  a  day ;  and  of  that  three  poimds  he  elsewhow 
^  says,  he  was  cozened  of  no  less  than  ten  shillings  sterling,  by  certain  Chris- 

(  tians  of  the  Armenian  nation ;  so  that  indeed,  he  spent  but  fifty  shillings 

in  his  ten  mondis'  travels.    In  diese  his  travels,  |&e  attained  to  great  pro- 
ficiency both  in  the  Persian  and  Indostan  languages ;  in  the  fonner ,  he  made 
^  and  pronounced  an  oration  to  the  Great  Mogul;  and  his  sluli  in  the 

latter,  he  took  occasion  to  manifest  in  the  following  very  signal  instance. 
Ip  the  service  of  the  English  ambassador,  then  resiaent, — ^was  a  woman 
of  Indostan,  a  laundress,  whose  frequent  practice  it  was  to  scold,  bnwl 
I  and  rail,  from  sun-rising  to  sun-set.    This  formidable  shrew,  did  Coriate 

{  one  day  undertake  to  scold-witk,  in  her  own  language ;  and  succeeded  so 

well  in  the  attempt,  that,  by  eight  of  the  clock  m  die  morning,  he  had 
totally  silenced  her,  leaving  her  not  a  vrord  to  speak.    See  A  y«y^'  ^ 
\  East'Jndia,  by  Edward  Terry,  chaplain  to  Sir  Tho.  Row,  ambassador  to 

^  tiie  Great  Mogul,  12mo.  1655. 

Further  it  appears,  that  he  vras  a  sealons  chammon  for  the  Christian 

religion,  against  the  Mahometans  and  Pagans;  in  tne  defence  whereof,  he 

r  sometimes  risqued  his  life.    In  Turkey,  when  a  priest,  a*  the  custom  ist 

^  viras  proclaiming  from  a  mosque-tower  that  Mahomet  was  a  true  prophet, 

Tom,  in  the  fury  of  his  zeal,  and  in  the  fiice  of  the  whole  city,  told  tne  priest 

bt  M^  and  tbai  bis  pnfbtt  ivas  an  impo^Uri  and,  at  a  city  called  Moltan» 

I  in  the  East-Indies,  he,  m  publick«  disputed— with  a  Mahometan,  who  had 

called  Yamgiaur,  or  ifi/idtl—4n  these  words:  ^  Snt  I  pray  tbee^  tell  ms,  tbom 

«*  MabomHam/   dcstikou^  in  sadness^  call  me  GiAUR?  TbatJdot  quoth  he: 

f  *'  Tbsit,  quoth  I,  in  very  seber  sadness^  I  retert  tbai sbamrfitl  tvordin  th  tbrwatg 

I  *<  and  tell  tbee  plainly,  tbai  lama  Mussulman,  and  tbou  art  a  GiAUa." 

He  concludes  thus :   **Gote  tben,  tbon  false  believer y  sinse  by  tby  injurious 

*f  imputation  Udd  on  me,  in  tbat  tbou  ealledst  me  Giaur,  tbou  Iwst  provoked  me 

\  '*  to  speftk  thus,     J  pram  tbet,  let  tbis  mine  answer  be  a  warning  for  ibee  nei 

I  **  to  tsandaline  me  in  tbe  like  manner  any  more ;   for  tbe  Cbristian  reUpon^ 

*'  wbidt  J  profess,    is  so  dear  and  leader  unto  me,  tbat  neitber  tbou,  nor 

^  any  otber  Mabonulan,  sball,  scot  free,  call  me  GlAUa,  but  ibal  I  sbatt 

\  **  quit  you  witb  an   answer  m^ob   to  tbt  woivler  of  tbose    Jftfabometans^ 

^^Dixil* 

He  died  of    the    flux,   occasioned  by  drinking  sack  at  Surat,   in 

I  1617:  hainng  published  his  European  travels  in  a  quarto  volume,  which 

I  he  called  his  Crudities;   and  to  this  circumstance  tne  passage  in  the  ttit 

is  a  manifest  allusion^    See  Aiben,  Oxon,  VoL  I.  Col.  43S. ;  Purchase's 

I  filgrim.  Part  I.  Book  4.  Chap.  17. ;  Coriate's.  Ldierfrom  tb»  Cturt  of  tba 

Z 


Pmi!.    We  call  it  Hanson-Toot. 

FiVi*.  Wliy,  farei¥el  Hanson-Toot!  PB  no  more 
on  thee;  Til  go  twenty  miles  about^  first:  Puh!  F 
sweat,  that  my  shirt  sticks  to  my  back. 

Pise,  Cornel  Sir^  now  we  are  up  the  hill;  and^ 
BOW  how  do  you  ? 

Viat.  Why  very  well,  I  humbly  thank  you,  Sir: 
and  warm  enough,  I  assure  you.  What  have  we 
here,  a  church  ?  As  Fm  an  honest  man,  a  very  preity 
church !  Have  you  churches  in  this  country,  Sir  ? 

Pise.  You  see  we  have  :  but  had  you  seen  none^ 
why  should  you  make  that  doubt.  Sir  ? 

Viat.  Why,  if  you  will  m  t  be  angry,  PR  tell 
you ;  I  thought  myself  a  stage  or  two  beyond  Christ* 
endom. 

Pise,  Come!  Come!  we'll  reconcile  you  to  our 
country,  before  we  part  with  you,— ^if  shewing  you 
good  sport  with  angling  wilt  do  it. 

Viat.  My  respect  to  you,  and  that  together,  may 
Ao  much.  Sir :  otuerwise,  to  be  plain  with  you,  I  do 
not  find  myself  much  inclined  that  way. 

Pise.  Well,  Sir,  your  raillery  upon  our  mountaiiis 
has  brought  us  almost  home ;  and  look  you  where  the 
same  river  of  Dave  has  again  met  us,  to  bid  you  wel- 
come, and  to  invite  you  to  a  dish  of  Trouts^to-morrow. 

yiat.  Is  this  the  same  we  saw  at  the  foot  of  Pen« 
men-Maure?  It  is  a  much  finer  river,  here. 

Pise,  It  will  appear  yet  much  finer  to-morrow. 
But  look  you.  Sir,  here  appears  the  house,  that  is  now* 
like  to  be  your  inn,  for  want  of  a  better. 

Viat.  it  appears  on  a  sudden,  but  not  before  'twas 
looked  for ;  it  stands  prettily,  and  here^s  wood  about 
it  too,  but  so  young,  as  appears  to  be  of  your  own 
planting. 

Pise.  It  is  so.  Will  it  please  you  to  alight,  Sir  ? 
And  now  permit  me,  after  all  your  pains  and  dangers, 
to  take  you  in  my  arms,  and  to  assure  you,  that  you 
are  infinitely  welcome. 

Grmf  Mcgul,  Quarto,  1616;  and,  above  all,  Terrv's  Foyag*  before  cited, 
the  author  vrhereof  was,  a»  he  himself  a8fertS|  m  duunber-rielloW)  or 
tent-matei  in  £a«t-]Bdia, 
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Viat.  I  tliank  yon,  Sir :  artd  am  glad  with  all  my 
heart  I  am  here ;  for,  in  downrigbt  trutfa^  I  am  exceedU 
ing  weary, 

Phc.  '  Y(Hi  T^ifl  sleep  so  much  the  better ;  you  shall 
presently  have  a  light  supper;  and  to  bed.  Come, 
'oh^i  lay  the  cloth,  and  bring  what  you  have  presently  ; 
and  let  the  gentleman '«  bed  be  made  ready  in  the 
mean  time,  in  my  father  Walton's  chamber.  And 
now,  Sir,  here  is  my  service  to  you ;  and,  once  more, 
welcome ! 

ViaU  kj  marry,  Sir,  this  glass  of  good  sack  has 
refcrshed  me.  And  V\\  make  as  bold  with  your  meat, 
for  the  trot  has  got  me  a  good  stomach. 

Pise.  Come,  Sir,,  fall  to  then  ;  you  see  ray  little 
.supper  is  always  ready  when  I  come  home ;  smd  I'll 
make  no  stranger  of  you. 

Viat.  That  your  meal  is  so  soon  ready,  is  a  sign  your 
servants  know  your  certain  hours.  Sir :  1  confess  I  did 
not  expect  it  so  soon :  but  now  'tis  here,  you  shall  see  I 
will  make  myself  no  stranger. 

Pise.  IWuch  good  do  your  heart :  and  I  thank  you 
for  that  friendly  word.  And  now.  Sir,  my  service  to 
you  in  a  cup  of  More»Land*s  ale ;  for  you  are  now  in 
the  More-Lands,  but  within  a  spit  and  a  stride  of  the 
Peak.    Fill  my  friend  his  glass. 

Viat.  'Believe  me  you  have  good  ale  in  the  More- 
'  Lands,  far  better  than  that  at  Ash  born. 

Pise.  That  it  may  soon  be ;  for  Ashbom  has,  (whidh 
is  a  kind  of  a  riddle,)  always  in  it,  the  best  malt  and 
the  worst  ale  in  JSngland.  Cornel  take  away:^  and 
bring  us  some  pipes,  and  a  bottle  of  ale :  and  go  to  your 
own  suppers.    Are  you  for  this  diet.  Sir  ? 

Viat.  Yes,  Sir,  I  am  for  one  pipe  of  tobacco ;  and  I 
perceive  yours  is  very  good  by  the  smell. 

Pise.  The  best  1  can  get  in  London,  I  assure 
you*.    But,  Sir,— now  you  have  thus  fer  complied 

*  It  should  seem  by  what  Walton  says,  Chap.  X.  that  he  was  a  smoker  s 
Vid  the  reader  sees,  by  the  passage  in  the  text,  that  Pueator,  by  whom  we 
are  to  understand  Cotton  himself,  is  so  curious  as  to  have  his  tobacco  from 
lAindon.    But  our  piscatory  disciple  may  do  as  he  pleases* 

Sipoking,  Qii  as  the  phrase  was,  taking  t^hatso^  was,  in  qveen  Elisabethli 
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ivith  my  deiigiiSy  as  to  take  a  troublesome  journey  into 
.  an  ill  country,  only  to  satisfy  me ;  how  Ipog  may  I  hope 
to  enjoy  you  ? 

Vtat.  Why  truly,  Sir,  as  lons^  as  I  conYeniently 
can :  and  longer,  I  think,  you  woula  not  have  me. 

Pise*  Not  to  your  inconyenienoe  by  any  means. 
Sir:   but  I  see  you  are  weary;  and  therefore  I  will 


mnd  her  mcccMor's  tune,  cflteemed  the  mateft  of  all  iiygftrj,  Ben  Jon* 
pon,  who  mortaUy  hated  it,  hat  numhenen  nrcatma  againit  «n6kmg  and 
nnokers;  all  which  are  nothing,  compared  to  thow  contained  in  that  woik 
of  our  kin^  Jaanes  the  first,  A  CoutiUr'Siatt  H  Uhon:  Nor  was  the  ordiiury 
converBa^ipn  of  this  monarch  1cm  fraught  with  reaaooi  and  inTectxrea 
araiut  the  use  of  that  weed,  at  will  appear  from  the  following  taTiiig 
of  his,  extracted  from  A  iolUtiim  •f  wittt  apophtbkgmb,  ieUvered  ty 
him  and  ttbtri^  st  itveral  tm§tt  and  sn  iundrj  hcoswu^  published  in  ISmo* 
1671. 

<*  That  UbatM  nr««  tBiliwly  Image  mmd  ^aUent  of  hell ;  for  that  it  had,  by 
<*  allusion,  in  it  all  the  parts  and  vices  ot  the  world  whereby  hell  may  be 
«>  gained ;  to  Witt  First,  Jt  was  a  /stale  t  so  are  the  canities  of  this  world. 
**  Secondly,  ftJeligbteth  $bem  who  take  it :  so  do  the  pleasures  of  the  world 
**  delight  the  men  of  the  world  Thirdly,  //  maJketh  mem  drunken  and  light  in 
^  the  headf  SO  do  the  vanities  of  the  world,  men  are  dnmken  therewith. 
••  Fourthly,  He  that  taketh  tohaeeo  saith  he  cannti  leave  stf  it  doth  hewitfh 
.•*  him :  even  so  the  pleasures  of  the  world  make  men  loath  to  leave  them, 
«<  they  are  for  the  most  part  so  inchanted  with  them.  And  further,  besides 
••  all  this,  //  is  like  hell  in  the  very  stihstanee  efU^  fir  it  is  a  stinking  laathsmnc 
«*  thing;  andsoishelL  And  further,  his  nujestv  profiess^  th»t,wrrrA#«» 
**  inviU  the  devilte  dinner  ^  he  should  have  three  ffisnes;  1.  jt  fig  t  %ApnU 
**  cfUng  and  mustard  I  and  3.  Apifeeftohaeto  for  digesture. 

In  a  Poem  printed  oimo  l61S»  written  by  Samuel  Rowley,— I  meet  with 
the  following  humorous  lines,  uttered  by  two  good  fellows,  lovers  of  drink* 
ing  and  tobacco ;  and,  since  that  time,  printed  on  a  Xxnidon  tobacconi^'i 
papfT. 

I  am  asdryas  ever  was  March  dust; 
I  have  one  groat  and,  I  will  spend  it  just 
p— — O  honest  fellow !  if  that  thou  say'st  so, 
Lo !  here's  my  groat,  and  my  tobacco  too. 

1  conclude  this  note  on  smokin^^  which,  by  this  time,  may  have  made 
the  reader  lanfh.  With  the  mentwo  of  a  fact  that  may  so  near  to  mi£e 
bim  vtfeep9  which  the  people  of  Herefordshire  have  by  tradition.  In 
that  county,  to  signify  tne  last  or  concluding  pipe  that  any  one  means  to 
moke  at  a  sitting,  they  use  the  term  a  Kemhle  Pife;  alluding  to  a  man 
of  the  name  of  Kemble,  who,  in  the  cruel  persecution  under  that  mer- 
ciless bifi;ot  queen  Mvy,  being  condemned  for  heresy, — ^in  his  walk  of 
•ome  ixiuesfrom  the  prison  to  the  suke,  amidst  a  croud  of  weeping  friends, 
with  the  iranquillity  and  fortitnde  of  a  primitive  martyr,  smoked  a  fi^  ^ 
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presently  wait  on  you  to  jonr  chamberi— where,  take 
counsel  of  your  pillow;  and,  to-morrow,  resolve  me. 
Here,  take  the  lights.  And  praj  follow  them.  Sir. 
Here  you  are  like  to  lie ;  and  now  I  have  shewed  yoa 
your  lodging,  I  beseech  you,  command  any  thing  you 
want ;  and  so  I  wish  you  good  rest. 
Viat.    Goodnight,  Sir*. 

*  The  gentlemanly  hotpxtalitjr  of  Pu€gUr^hj  whom  we  are,  here,  to 
imdentanaMr.  CHton  hinuelf— m  hUbehaTiour  to  aitraager;  ntaniiested 
lo  the  foregoing  part  of  the  dialoguei  and  ia  this  inataoce  of  courtesy ;  ia 
well  worth  noting. 


1  s 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Conference  containing  a  description  of  CoUon^s  fishing* 
,    house,  mih  his  Apoi«o«t  tax  wciting  a  supplemsnt 
to  Walton's  book. 

PiscATOR- Junior  • 

GOOD  morrow.  Sir:  what!  up  and  drest,  so 
early  ? 

Viat.  Yes,  Sir,  I  have  been  drest  this  half  hour : 
for  I  rested  so  well,  and  have  so  great  a  mind  either  to 
take  or  to  see  a  Trout  taken  in  your  fine  river,  that  I 
could  no  longer  lie  a  bed. 

Pise.  I  am  glad  to  see  you  so  brisk  this  morning, 
and  so  eager  of  sport :  though,  I  must  tell  you,  tbis 
day  proves  so  calm,  and  the  sun  rises  so  bright,  as  pro- 
mises no  great  success  to  the  angler,— but,  however, 
we'll  try,  and,  one  Tvay  or  other,  we  shall,  sure,  do 
something.  W  hat  will  you  have  to  your  breakfiist  ?  or^ 
what  wiliyou  drink  this  morning ? 

Viat.  For  breakfast:  I  never  eat  any,— and  for 
drink :  am  verv  indifilerent :  but  if  you  please  to  call  for 
a  glass  of  ale,  rm  for  you ;  and  let  it  be  quickly,  if  you 
please,  for  I  long  to  see  the  little  fishing-house  you  spdLO 
of,  and  to  be  at  my  lesson. 

Pise.  Well,  Sir,  you  sec  the  ale  is  come  without 
calling;  for  though  1  do  not  know  f/ourSf  iny  people 
know  my  diet,  wnich  is  always  one  glass  as  soon  as  I 
am  drest :  (and  no  more,  (ill  dinner :)  and  so  my  ser- 
vants have  served  you. 

Viat.  My  thanks  I  and  now,  if  you  please,  fet  us 
look  out,  this  fine  morning. 

Pise.  '  With  all  my  heart.  Boy,  take  the  key  of 
my  fishing-house :  and  canyr  down  these  two  angle- 
rods  in  the  haIl•wifldow^  trnther,  with  my  fish-pan^ 
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•nier,  poach,  and  landmg-net ;  and  stay  you  there  till 
^e  come.  Come !  Sir,  we'll  walk  after ;  where,  by  the 
•iray,  I  exptct  you  should  raise  all  the  exceptions  against 
our  country  you  can. 

Viaf.  Nay,  Sir,  do  not  think  me  so  ill-natured, 
nor  so  uncivil:  I  only  made  a  little  bold  with  it  last 
night  to  divert  you,  and  was  only  in  jest. 

Pisc»  You  were  then  in  as  good  earnest,  as  I  am 
now  with  you  :  but  had  you  been  really  angry  at  it,  I 
«ouId  not  blame  you ;  for,  to  say  the  truth,  it  is  not- 
^ory  taking  at  first  sight.  But  look  you.  Sir, — now 
you  are  abroad,  does  not  the  sun  shine  as  bright  here 
us  in  Essex,  Middlesex,  or  Kent,  or  any  of  your  South- 
ern counties? 

Viat.  'Tis  a  delicate  morning,  indeed ;  and  I  now 
think  this  a  marvelous  pretty  place. 
.  Pise.  Whether  you  thinit  so  or  ho,  you  cannot 
oblige  me  more  than  to  say  so:  And  those  of  my 
firiends  who  know  my  humour,  and  are  so  kind  as  to 
comply  with  it,  usually  flatter  me  that  way.  But 
look  vou,  Sir,— •now  ^on  are  at  the  brink  of  the  hill, 
how  do  you  like  my  river ;  the  vale  it  winds  through, 
Jike  a  snake;  and  the  situation  of  my  little  fishing- 
bouse? 

Viai.  Trust  me,  'tis  all  very  fine ;  and  the  house 
0eems,  at  this  distance,  a  neat  building. 

Pise.  Good  enough  for  that  purpose.  And  here  is 
a  bowling-green  toOy  close  by  it;  so  though  I  am  my- 
jBelf  no  very  good  bowler,  I  am  not  totally  devoted  to 
my  own  pleasure,  but  that  I  have  also  some  regard  to 
otner  men's.  And  now,  Sir,  you  are  come  to  the  door ; 
pray  walk  in,  and  there  we  will  sit,  and  talk  as  long  as 
you  please. 

Fiat.  Stay,  whafs  here  over  the  door  ?  Piscato- 
&IBUS  Sacrum  ♦.     Why  then,  I    ^  ^     .      ^    ,. 

'.Ti-  ^'aJ     \,  There  u,  under  tbu  motto. 

perceive  I  have  some  title  here ;    ^^^  cypber\enii.ned  [«w. 

for    I    am   one    of  them,    though      blted -with  embellishments^  in. 

one  of  the  worst.    And  here,  be-    *he  titu  page «/ Pa»t  ii. 
low  it,  »  the  cypher  too  you    t'JTXV^i^T^. 
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«k  Diahgme:]  hit  th*  pin-  gp^kc  of :  and  Hb  preUily  con- 
SSS^^'iTS:  trived  H«  rtiy  master  \^alUm 
Msmma^umUt$  Sir  Pbuip  CYcr  Dcen  Dcrc  to  sec  it;  for  n 
5i^,  •r  Afr.  CettMsf^'  seems  new  built  *  ? 
#*.r.  «.r.,.-fa«.  -Av. *•  p^^^  ycs ;  hc.saw  it  cut  in 
the  stone  before  it  was  set  up,  but 
never  in  the  posture  it  now  stands :  for  the  honse  was  bat 
building  when  he  was  last  here,  and  not  raised  so  high 
as  the  arch  of  the  door.  And  I  am  afraid  he  will  not  see 
it,  yet ;  for  he  has  lately  writ  me  word,  he  doubts  his 
coming  down  this  summer ;  which,  I  do  assure  you,  was 
the  worst  news  he  could  possibly  ha?esent  me. 

Viat.  Men  must  sometimes  mind  their  affiiirs  io 
make  more  room  for  their  pleasures*  And  'tis  odds 
he  is  as  much  displeased  with  the  business  that  keeps 
him  from  you,  as  you  are  that  he  comes  not.  But 
I  am  the  most  pleased  with  this  little  house,  of  any 


*  t  ha^re  Veen  favoured  with  an  accurate  desmption  of  this  fishing)- 
hmue*  by  a  penouy  who^— Veiog  in  that  country-^with  a  view  to  oblige 
me,  went  to  see  it.  The  account  he  gires  of  it,  is.  That  it  is  of  stone; 
and  the  room  on  the  inside,  a  cube  of  about  fifteen  feet^ — ^that  it  is  paved 
with  black  and  white  marble ;  in  the  middle  is  a  square  black  marble 
^bk,  supported  by  two  stone  leet.  The  room  is  wamscoted,  with  curi- 
ous moldings  that  divide  the  panels  up  to  the  deling :  in  the  larger  panels, 
are  represented  in  painting  some  ot  the  most  pleasant  of  the  adjacent 
•cenet,  with  penons  fishing ;  and  in  the  smaller,  the  yarions  sorts  of  tackle 
and  implemenu  used  in  angling.  In  the  furthef  comer,  on  the  left,  is  a 
fire-place  wi^  a  chinmey ;  and  on  the  right,  a  large  beaufet—  with  fbldiog 
doors,  whereon  are  the  portraits  of  Mr.  Cotton,  with  a  boy-servant ;  and 
Walton;  in  the  dress  of  the  dme.  Underneath  is  a  cup-board;  on  the 
door  whereof,  the  figureaof  a  Trout,  and  of  a  GrajUng,  are  well  pour- 
trayed.  The  edifice  is  at  this  time  (17S4)  in  but  lodilerent  condition; 
the  paintings,  and  even  the  wainKoting,  in  many  places,  being  much 
decayed.    Hawkhu. 


Thi  wood^ut^  whUb  m  tit  last  tbret  eiitiotu^  wot  irwgbt  v^ 
iertt  MS  tome  amtttitfitr  the  aeknonvUdged  indicuraey  of  Smith'* 
nrinv  of  tie  PitbiHg-innei-^t  mow  rendered  mnHHestary ;  at  bttb 
Smitb^t  vievft^  tbat  already  adverted  to,  attdtbat  of  Pike  Pool, 
pvePlaee,  imtbit  edition,  to  mew  and  eorreet  views  emgravodby 
Auitut  after  a  fimitbei  drawing,  and  mastorly  painting  of  the 
fMrate/artutp  Mr*  Samuel, 
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thing  I  erer  saw :  it  stands  in  a  kind  of  peninsula  too^ 
with  a  delicate  clear  river  about  it.  I  dare,  hardly,  go 
in,  lest  I  should  not  like  it  so  wdl  within  as  without  s 
but,  by  your  leave,  I'll  try.  Why  this  is  better  and 
better ;  fine  lights,  finely  wainscoted ;  and  all  exceed- 
in^  neat;  with  a  marble  table,  and  all,  in  the 
middle  J 

Pise.  Enough,  Sir,  enough;  I  have  laid  open  to 
you  the  part  where  I  can  worst  defisnd  myself;  and  now 
you  attack  me  there.  Come,  boy !  set  two  chairs*  And 
whilst  I  am  taking  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  which  is  always 
mybreakfiist,  we  will,  it  you  please,  talk  of  some  other 
subject. 

Piat.  None  fitter,  then.  Sir,  for  the  time  and  place^ 
than  those  instructions  you  promised. 

Pise.  I  b^n  to  doubt,  by  something  I  discover  ia 
you,  whether  I  am  able  to  instruct  you  or  no :  though^ 
if  you  are  really  a  stranger  to  our  clear  northern  rivers, 
I  still  think  I  can !  and  therefore,  since  it  is  yet  too 
early  in  the  morning  at  this  time  of  the  year,  to*day 
being  but  the  seventh  of  March,  to  cast  a  fly  upon  tlus 
water,— if  you  will  direct  me  what  kind  of  fishing  for  a 
Trout  I  shall  read  you  a  lecture  on,  I  am  willing  and 
ready  to  obey  you. 

yiai.  Why,  Sir,  if  you  will  so  far  oblige  me,  and 
that  it  may  not  be  too  troublesome  to  you, — ^I  would 
entreat  you  would  run  through  the  whole  body  of  it: 
And  I  will  not  conceal  from  you,  that  I  am  so  far  in 
love  with  you,  your  courtesy  and  pretty  Moreland  seat, 
— ^as  to  resolve  to  stay  with  you  long  enough — by  inter- 
Tals,  for  I  will  not  opfHress  you — to  hear  all  you  can  say 
upon  that  subject. 

Pise.  You  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  such 
a  promise;  and  therefore,  without  more  ceremony, 
I  wdl  begin  to  tell  you,  Th  at,  my  fiither  Walton  hay« 
ing  read  to  you  belore,— it  would  look  like  a  presump- 
tion in  me,  (and,  peradventure,  would  do  so,  in  any 
other  man,)  to  pretend  to  give  lessons  for  angling 
afler  him»  who,  I  do  really  believe,  understands  as  much 
pf  it,  AT  LEAST,  as  any  man  in  England,*— did  I 
not  pre-acquaint  you,  that  I  am  not  tipmpted  to  it  by 
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any  vftin  opinion  of  myself,  that  I  am  Me  to  give  yoa 
better  directions  s— But  haying,  from  my  clmdhood, 

gursued  the  recreation  of  apglui^,  in  yeiy  clear  rivers, 
uly,  I  think,  by  much  (some  of  them,  at  least)  the 
clearest  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  the  manner  of  ;togling 
here  with  us,  by  reason  of  th^t  .expeedinff  clearness, 
being  something  different  from  the  method  cqimmoi4j 
used  in  others  which,  by  being  i^ot  near  so  bright, 
admit  of  stronger  tackle  and  allow  a  neaier  approach 
to  the  stream;  I  may  perad venture  give  you  sfHne 
instructions,  that  may  be  of  use,  even  in  your  own 
rivers  :  and,  shall  bring  you  acquainted  with  more 
flies— and  shew  you  how  to  make  them,  and  with  what 
dubbing,  tpp-^tban  he  has  taken  notice  of  in  his  Com- 
plete Angler. 

Viat.  I  beseech  you.  Sir,  do**  And  if  you  will  knd 
me  your  steel,  I  will  light  a  pipe  the  while;  for  that  i»^ 
conunonly,  my  breakfast  in  a  morning,  too. 
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PlSCATOR-JUNlOR. 

WHY!  then  Sir, — to  begin  raethodicallj,  as  a  master 
in  any  art  should  do ;  and  I  will  not  deny,  but  that 
I  tl^nk  myself  a  master  in  this ;  I  shall  diyide  Angling 
for  Thout,  or  Graylino,  into  these  three  ways; 
-'^t  the  top;  at  the  bottom;  and  in  the  middle. 
Which  three  ways,  thoagfa  they  are  all  of  them,  as  I 
shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  in  some 
sort  common  to  both  those  kinds  of  fish, — ^yet  are  they 
not  so  generally  and  absolutely  so,  but  that  they  will 
necessarily  require  a  distinction ;  which,  in  due  place, 
I  will  also  giv&you. 

That  which  we  pall  angling  at  the  top,  is  with  a  fly ; 
at  the  bottom,  with  a  ground-bait ;  in  the  middle,  with 
ft  minnow  or  groimd-bait. 

Angtrng-aMhe^op  is  of  two  sorts ;  with  a  quick  fly, 
or  witn  an  artificial-fly. 

That  we  call  Angling^aMke-bottomi  is  also  of  two 
sorts ;  by  hand,  or  with  a  cork  or  float. 

That  we  call  Anglifig^in'the-midcUe,  is  also  of  two 
sorts :  with  a  Minnow,  tor  a  Trout, — or,  with  a  ground- 
]>ait,  for  a  Grayling. 

Of  all  which  several  sorts  of  angling,  I  will,  if  you 
can  have  the  patience  to  hear  me,  give  you  the  best 
Account  I  can. 

ViaL  The  trouble  will  be  yours,  and  mine  the 
pleasure  and  the  obligation :  I  beseech  you  therefore  to 
proceed. 

Fisc.    WbyithenI  first,  of  fly*fishing. 
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CHAPTER  V- 

Of  FiraiKG-AT-TiiE*Top— With  a  NAtum'AL-FLT-** 
Management  of  the  rod  and  line  with  an  Abti^ 
ficiaIi-Flt.    Directioiis  haw  to  make  a  flt« 

PlSCATOA-JuKIOR^ 

FLY-fisbing,  or  fishing-at-the-top :  is^  att  I  said 
before,  of  two  sorts ;  with  a  natural  and  living  fly^  or 
with  an>rtificial  and  made  fly. 

First  then,  of  the  NATUBAL-Ft^T ;  of  which  we 
generally  use  but  two  sorts ;  and  those  but  in  the  two 
months  of  May  and  June  only }  nkmely,  the  Green* 
drake,  and  the  Stone-Jtv :  though  I  have  made  use  of 
a  third,  that  way,  caned  the  Camlet^Jltfj  with  very 
good  success,  for  Grayling ;  but  never  saw  it  angled 
with  by  any  other,  after  this  manner,  my  master  only 
excepted,  who  died  many  years  ago.  Mid  waa  one  of 
the  best  anglers  that  ever  I  knew. 

These  are  to  be  auj^Ied-with  with  a  short  line,  not 
much  more  than  half  the  length  of  your  rod,  if  the 
air  be  still ;  or  with  a  longer— -^very  near,  or,  all  out, 
as  long  as  your  rod--*>if  you  have  any  wind  to  carry  it 
from  you.  And  this  way  of  fishing  we  call  dapino, 
DABBING,  or  DiBBiNG*;  whereiu  you  are  always  to 
have  your  line  flying  before  you — up,  or  down,  the 
river,  as  the  wind  serves— *and  to  angle  as  near  as  you 
can  to  the  bapk  of  the  same  side  whereon  you  stand ; 
though  where  you  see  a  fish  rise  near  you,  you  may 
guide  your  quick  Jl^  over  him^  whether  in  the  middle, 
or  on  tne  contrary  ude ;  and  if  you  are  pretty  well  out 
of  sight — either  by  kneeling,  or  the  interposition  of  a 
bank  or  bush— vou  may  aknost  be  sure  to  raise,  and 
take  him  too ;  if  it  be  presently  done  ; — the  fish  will, 
otherwise^   peraulventure  be  removed  to  some  other 

*  See,  in  Chap.  VII.  infra^  Mat  art.  U.  (Urectiont  how  to  hait  with 
the  Green-drake  fly. 
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place,  if  it  be  in  the  stiU  deeps j  ^here  he  i«  always  in 
motion,  and  roving  up  and  down  to  look  for  prey; 
(hough,  in  a  stream^  you  may  always  almost^  espe? 
icially  if  there  be  a  good  stone  near,  find  him  in  the 
same  place.  Your  line  ought,  in  this  case,  to  be 
three  ^od  hajirs  next  t^e  hook ;  both  by  reason  you 
are,  in  this  kind  of  angling,  to  expect  the  biggest 
£ish,-Hind  also  that,  wanting  length  to  give  him  line 
afler  he  is  struck,  you  must  be  forced  to  tug  for  it : 
to  which  I  will  also  add,  that  not  an  inch  of  your  line  . 
being  to  be  su&red  to  touch  the  water  in  dibbin^,  it 
may  be  allowed  to  be  the  stronger.  I  should  [might3 
now  give  you  a  description  of  those  flies^  their  shapte 
and  colour ;  and,  then,  give  you  an  account  of  their 
breeding ;  and,  withal,  shew  you  how  to  keep  and  use 
them:  but  shall  defer  them  to  their  proper  place  and 
season. 

Viai.  In  earnest,  Sir,  you  discourse  very  ration- 
ally  of  tiib  affiur ;  and  I  am  glad  to  find  myself  mistaken 
in  you,— for,  in  plain  truth,  I  did  not  expect  so  much 
from  you. 

Pise.  Nay,  Sir,  I  can  tell  jrou  a  great  deal  more 
than  this :  and  will  conceal  notning  from  you*  But  I ' 
must  now  to  the  second  way  of  Angling-at-the-top ; 
which  is  with  an  artificial  fly,— which  also  I  will 
shew  you  how  to  make  before  I  have  done.  But,  fir^t^ 
shall  acquaint  ypu.  That,  with  this,  you  are  io 
migle  witt^  a  line  longer — ^by  a  yard  and  a  half,  or 
sometimes  two  yards— than  your  rod:  And,  with 
both  this  and  the  other  [i.  e.  whether  you  use  the  arti- 
ficial or  natural  fly,  remember  to  angle,]  in  a  still  dauj 
in  the  streams ;  in  a  breeze  that  curls  the  water ^  in  the 
still  deeps— where,  (excepting  in  May  and  June,  that 
the  best  Trouts  will  lie  in  shallow  streams  to  watch  for 

Srey :  and  even  then,  too,)  you  are  like  to  hit  the  best 
sh* 

For  the  length  of  your  rod  :  You  are  always  to  be 
governed  by  tne  breadth  of  the  river  you  shall  chuse  to 

•  For  Fiihiog  with  ttm  or  mn/ki :  lee  note  on  pa.  405. 


angle  at ;  and  for  a  Troat-iiTer,  one  of  fire  or  ftix  jrards 
long  18  commonly  enough ;  and  long^cr^  though  never 
so  neatly  and  artificially  mafde,  it  ought  not  to  be,  if 
you  intend  to  fibh  at  euse|— tmd  if  otherwise,  m  here  liei 
the  sport? 

Or  these,  the  best  that  eyer  I  saw,  are  made  in 
Yorkshire;  nrhich  are  aH-of-one-piece,  [in  regard 
that  the  joints  do  not  un$«rew,]  that  is  to  say^  of  se- 
veral—»six,  eight,  ten,  or  twelve — pieces,  so  neatly 
pieced ;  and  tied  together  with  fine  thread,  bdow, 
and  siUc,  above;  as  to  make  it  taper  like  a'  switch, 
and  to  ply  with  a  true  bent  to  your  hand.  And 
these,  too,  are  light ;  being  made  of  fir-wood  for  two  or 
three  lengths  nearest  to  the  hand,  and  x>f  other  wood 
nearer  to  the  top;  that  a  man  might,  very  easily, 
manage  the  longest  of  them  that  ever  I  saw^  with  one 
Land*  And  these,  when  you  have  given  over  angliiig 
lor  a  season ;  being  taken  to  pieces,  and  laid  up  in  some 
dry  plaice,  may  afterwards,  be  set  to^etheragain  iti  their 
former  postures ;  and  will  be  as  sArait,  souna,  and  good, 
as  the  nrst  hour  they  were  made ;  and  being  laid  In  oil 
and  colour,  according  to  your  master  Walton's  direc* 
tion,  will  last  many  years. 

The  length  of  vour  line— to  a  man^hat  knows  how 
to  handle  bis  roa,  and  to  cast  it^— is  no  manner  of  in- 
ilumbrance;  excepting  in  woody  places,— and  inlands 
ing  of  a  fish,  which  every  one  that  can  afibrd  to  angle 
for  pleasure,  has  somebody  to  do  for  him «  And  tbe 
length  of  line  is  a  mighty  advantage  to  the  fishing  at 
distance ;  and  to  fish  Jine  and  far-off,  is  the  first  and 
principal  rule  for  Trout-angling  *. 

Your  line— in  this  case,  should  never  be  less  [than,] 
nor  ever  exceed,  two  hairs— next  to  (he  hook ;  for  one 
(though  some  I  know,  will  pretend  to  more  art  than 
their  fellows,)  is  indeed  too  few,— 4he  least  accident, 
with  the  finest  hand,  being  suflicient  to  break  it;  Bat 
he  that  cannot  kill  a  Trout  of  twenty  inches  long  with 

*  An  artist  may  euSlf  tlirow  twelve  yards  of  Une,  with  one  hand,  and 
with  tiyO|  he  may  as  easily  throw  eighteen. 
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too,  in  a  tivct  clear  of  Tfood  and  weeds— as  this',  and 
some  others  of  ours  are — deserves  not  the  name  of  an 
angler*. 

Now,  to  have  your  whole  line  as  it  ought  to  6e,— • 
two  of  the  first  lengths  nearest  the  hook  snould  be  of 
two  hairs,  apiece;  the  next  three  lengths  above  them, 
of  three;  the  next  three  above  them,  of  four;  and, 
so,  of  five ;  and  six ;  and  seven ;  to  the  very  top :  by 
which  means,  your  rod  and  tackle  will,  in  a  mannerf 
be  taper  from  your  very  hand  to  your  hook ;  your  line 
will  fall  much  better  and  straiter,  and  cast  your  fly  to 
any  certain  place  to  which  the  hand  and  eye  shall  direct 
it, — with  less  weight  and  violence,  that  would  other* 
wise  circle  the  water,  and  fri^t  away  the  fish. 

Jn  CASTING  YOUR  LINE,  Do  it  always  before  you  f, 

*  See  the  direction  for  your  rod  and  line,  in  the  notes  on  Chap.  XXI, 
Part.!. 

f  Till  you  are  a  proficient,  every  throw  will  go  near  to  coat  you  a  hook) 
therefore  practise  for  some  time  without  one.    Haivkins, 

Management  of  the  line  when  Fishing  either  with  one  fly  or  Two^  OK 
Xloae  rLiEs.  When  you  have  fixed  your  rod  properly  with  your  winch 
thereon,  [see  ante  pa.  199,  n.  describing  tvincb  and  rings i\  and  brought  your 
line  firom  it  through  the  rings  of  your  rod, — loop  on  to  it,  by  the  strong* 
est  end,  your  foot-length ;  which  should  be  about  three  yards  and  a  h2f 
long ;  made  of  good,  strong,  single  silkworm  guts,  well  tied,  and  the 
knots  neatly  whipped,  running  a  (very  little)  finer  towards  the  bottom^ 
end, — at  which  place,  there  must  be  a  neatly- whipped  loop :  Then  take 
your  end-fly,  or  stretcher;  which  should  be  made  with  one,  or  two  lengths 
«— of  sood  level  gat,  full  as  fine  as,  or  a  little  finer  than,  .the  bottom  Hnk  of 
your  toot-length — tied  and  whipped  neatly  together,  and  looped  nicely  at 
the  end;  loop  this  to  the  end  of  your  gut-length;  and  then,  your  drop- 
fly  just  above  a  knot,  where  whipped,  about  a  yard  from  the  end-fly ,-'to 
hang  from  the  line  not  more  than  two  or  three  inches.  If  you  chuje  te 
^sh  for  more,  keep  them  all  about  the  same  distance.  And  observe,  that 
if  vour  droppers  be  larger  than,  or  even  as  lar^e  as,  your  stretcher, — yo« 
wdl  not  be  able  to  throw  a  good  line;  but  a  beginner  should  never  use 
inore  than  one  fly. 

When  thus  prepared, — let-out  the  line,  about  half  as  r  t  eti  f 
hng  again  as  tfie  rod  :  and  holding  die  rod,  properly.  thrZi!^^vZ. 
in  one  hand,— and  the  hne  juot  above  the  fly,  m  ^^^^rwrng  w»e  Hm€. 
the  other, — give  your  rod  a  motion  from  right  to  left,  and  as  you 
move  the  rod  backwards,  in  order  to  throw  out  the  line,  dismiss 
the  line  from  your  hand  at  the  same  time:  And  try  several 
throws,  at  this  length.  Then  let-out  more  line;  and  try  that;  still  using 
more,  and  more,  till  you  can  manage  any  length  needful;  but  about 
pine  yards  J  is  quite  sufficient  for  a  learner  to  practise  with.  And  observe 
that  in  raising  your  line,  in  order  to  throw  it  again,  you  should  wave  the 
rod  a  little  round  your  head,  and  not  bring  it  directly  backwards:  nor 
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and  so  tbat  your  fl^  ma^jr,  fint^^  fidi  upon  the  water, 
and  as  little  of  your  lipe  ivith  it  as  is  possible :  tbougfa  if 
the  wind  be  stiff,  you  will  then,  ofnecessity,  be  com* 

Jelled  to  drown  a  good  part  of  your  line,  to  keep  your 
y  in  the  water.  And  in  casting  yout  fly,  you  must 
aun  at  the  further— or.  nearer — ^bank;  as  the  wind 
serves  your  turn, — which  alsp  will  be  with,  and  against, 
you,  on  the  same  side,  several  times  in  an  hour,  as  the 
river  winds  in  its  course,  and  you  will  be  forced  to 
angle  up  and  down  by  turns  accordingly :  but  are  to 
endeavour,  as  much  as  you  can,  to  have  the  wind,  ever- 
mpre,  on  your  back.  And  always  be  sure  to  stand  as 
iar  off  the  bank  as  your  length  will  give  yo|i  leave, 
when  yon  throw  to  the  contrary  side :  though  when 
the  wind  will  not  permit  you  so  to  do,  and  that 
you  are  constrained  to  angle  on  the  same  side 
whereon  you  stand, — ^you  must  then  stand  on  the 
Tery  brink  of  the  river,  and  cast  your  fly  to  the  ut-. 
most  length  of  your  rod  and  line;  up  or  down  the  river, 
as  the  g^c  serves. 

It  only  remains — ^touching  your  line — to  enquire, 
Whether  your  two  hairs  next  to  the  hook  are  better, 
twisted  or  open?  And,  for  that,— -I  should  declare 
that  I  think  tiie  open  way  the  better,  because  it  makes 
less  shew  in  the  water;  but  that  I  have  found  an  incon« 
renience  or  two,  or  three,  that  have  made  me  almost 

mutt  you  return  the  line  too  aoon,  nor  until  it  has  streamed  xtsfiill  length, 
behind  youy— or,  you  will  certainly  whip-o£f  your  end-fly.     There  a 

Sreat  art  in  makine  your  line  fall  light  on  the  water,  and  shewing  the 
ieswellto  the  fish.  The  best  way  that  I  can  direct,  it:  Wlien  yon 
bave  thrown  out  your  line,  contriving  to  let  it  &I1  lightly  and  naturally, 
—you  should  raise  your  rod  gently,  and  by  degrees;  sometimes,  with  a 
kind  of  a  gentle,  tremulant  flourish^ — which  will  bring  the  flies  on  a  little 
towards  jo\x;  still  letting  them  go  down  with  the  stream,  but  never  draw 
them  against  it,  for  it  is  unnatural :  and  before  the  line  comes  too  near 
yon,  throw  out  again.  When  you  see  a  fish  rise  at  a  natural  fly,  throw 
about  a  yard  above  him,  but  not  directly  over  his  head;  and  let  your 
fly  (or  flies)  move  gently  towards  him,  which  will  shew  it  him  in  a 
more  natural  form  and  tempt  him  the  more  to  take  it.  Experience 
and  observation  alone,  however,  can  make  an  angler  a  complete  adept 
in  the  art,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  throw  his  fly  behind  bushes  and 
trees,  into  holes,  under  banks,  and  other  placet  mentioned  as  the 
Trout's  hauotSi  and  whcrt  the  best  fish  are  to  be  fovnd.  Taylor's  Art  ^ 
.Aniling, 
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'i^eary  of  that 'waj^'-^-of  which  one  is,  That^.  without 
dispute,  they  are  not  so  strong  open  as  twisted*;  an* 
other,  That  they  are  not,  ieasUy,  to  be  fastened  of  so 
exact  an  eaual  length  in  the  arming,  that  the  one  will 
.not  caase  tne  other  to  bag,  by  which  means  a  man  has 
but  one  hair  upon  the  matter  to  trust  to  ;  and  the  last 
is^  That  these  loose  flying  hairs  are  not  only  more  apt 
to  catch  upon  eyery  twig,  or  bent,  they  meet  with, — but, 
moreorer,  the  hook,  in  falling  upon  the  water,  will, 
very  often^  rebound  and  fall  back  betwixt  the  hairs, 
and  there  stick,  (which,  in  a  rough  water  especially^ 
is  not  presently  to  be  discerned  by  the.  angler,)  so  as 
the  point  of  the  hook  shall  stand  reversed  ;  by  which 
means,  your  fly  swims  backward,  makes  a  much  greater 
circle  in  the  water,  and — ^till  taken  home  to  you,  and 
tet  right — will  never  raise  any  fish,  or,  if  it  should,  (I 
am  sutej  but  by  a  very  extraordinary  chance,)  can  hit 
nonet. 

Having  done  with  both  these  ways  of  fishipg-at-the« 
top,  the  length  of  your  rod,  aiid  line,  and  all,— I  anij 
next,  to  teach  you,  How  to  makeai9y  ;  and,  after- 
wards. Of  what  dubbing  you  are  to  make  the  several 
flies  I  shall  hereafter  name  to  you. 

In  making  a  fly,  then,  which  is  not  a.  hackle  or 
palmer-fly^ — (for  of  those,  and  their  several  kinds,  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  speak  every  month  in  the 
year. — )Jovl  are^  first,  to  bold  your  hook  fast  betwixt 
.the  rore*nnger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand,  with  the 
back  of  the  shank  upwards,  and  the  point  towards  your 
fingers*  end ;  then  take  a  strong  small  silk — of  the  co^ 
lour  of  the  fly  ^ou  intend  to  make,  wax  it  well  with 
wax  of  the  same  colour  too^  to  which. end,  you  are  aU 
.Ways^  by  the  way,  to  have  wax  of  all  colours  about 

*  In  the  copies,  the  wofds  are  iv^jied  as  cpen  \  contrary  to  what  i<» 
.cvidcotly,  from  the  connection,  the  Aathor*»  meaning;  the£4itor  hati 
thoefore,  transposed  the  words. 

f  This,  and  the  other  inconveniences  mentioned  in  this  paragraph, 
Are  effectually  avoided  by  the  use  of  a  fine  grass,  or  gut,  of  ibout  half  a 
yard  long,  next  the  hook.  See  the  notes  on  Chiip.XXI.  Part  I.  m^, 
.  page  SSSy  ^ragr,  ult, 

A   A 
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Viai.  You  will  findme,  I  doubt,  too  tMAMe  that 
way ;  for,  in  good  earnest,  if  business  would  cive  me 
leave^  and  that  it  weie  fit,  I  Gould  find.inmy  hefut  to 
stay  with  you  for  eyer. 

Pise.  1  thank  you.  Sir,  for  that  kind  ezpressiour 
And  nowkt  me  lookout  my  things  tomake  this  fly. 


Trt'nf../  ',■'•..:/'./,  •..•/•/•ov  .'/    ..;-'-...v7. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Fi6HiNO-AT-THB*Top  continued.  Further  DirectioHf 
en  FLT-MARiiro.  Time  when  the  Grayling  tr 
«0  season.    Mock  in  Pikefool. 

Pisoator-Jttnior  . 

BOY !  come,  give  me  my  dubbing  bag  here  prer 
Mntlv ;  and  now.  Sir,  since  I  find  you  so  honest  a  mant 
I  will  make  no  scruple  to  lay  open  my  treasure  before 
you. 

Viat.  Did  ever  any  one  see  the  like !  what  a  heap  of 
trumpery  is  here !  taiainly  never  an  angler  in  Europe 
bas  his  mop  half  so  well  furnished  as  you  have. 

Pise.  You,  perhaps,  may  think  now,  that  I  rake 
together  this  trumpery,  as  you  call  it,  for  shew  only, 
to  the  end  that  such  as  see  it,  which  are  not  many  I 
ftSBure  you,  may  think  me  a  great  master  in  the  art  pf 
angling:  but  let  me  tell  you,  here  are  some  colours, 
as  contemptible  as  they  seem  here,  that  are  very  hard  to 
be  got, — and  scarce  any  one  of  them  which,  if  it  should 
be  Tost^  I  should  not  miss,  and  be  concerned  about  the . 
loss  of  it  too,  once  in  the  year.  But  look  you.  Sir, 
amongst  all  these  I  will  chuse  out  these  two  colours 
only ;  of  which,  this  is  bear's  hair, — ^this  darker,  no 
great  matter  what,  but  I  am  sure  I  have  killed  a  great 
deal  offish  with  it;  and  with  one  or  both  of  these,  you 
shall  take  Trout  or  Grayling  this  very  day,  notwith* 
standing  all  disadvantages,-^or,  my  art  shall  fall  me. 

Viat,      You  promise  comfortably ;   0flt:  I  have  a 

freat  deal  of  reason  to  believe  every  thin^  you  say :  but 
wish  the  fl v  were  made  that  we  were  at  it. 
J^isc.    That  will  not  be  long  in  doin^.    And  pray 
observe,  then.    You  see^  first,  how  I  hold  my  hook  ; 
and,  thus,  I  begin : — Look  yon,  here  are  my  first  two 
pr  three  whips  about  the  bare  hook;  thus  I  join  hoo]( 

aaS 
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and  line;  tbas  I  put  on  my  wings;  Urns  I  twirl  and 
lap  on  my  dubbing ;  thus  I  wof  k  it  up  towards  the 
head;  thus  I  part  my  wings;  thus  I  nip  my  superflu- 
ous  dubbing  from  the  silk  ;  thus  fasten ;  thus  trim  and 
adjust  m^  fly.  And  there  is  a  fly  made;  and  now  how 
do  you  like  it? 

Viai.  In  earnest,  admirably  well;  and  it  perfectly 
resembles  a  fly :  but  we  about  London  make  the  bodies 
of  our  flies  both  much  bigger  and  hmffer,  so  long  as 
even  almost  to  the  y^ry  bttid  of  the  ho^. 

Pise.  I  know  it  yery  well: — and  had  one  of  those 
flies  ffiyen  me  by  an  honest  gentleman^  who  came  with 
my  mther  Walton  to  ^iye  me  a  yisit;  which,  to  tdl 
you  the  truth,  I  hung  in  my  parlour-window  to  laog^ 
at:<— but,  Sir,  you  know  the  proyerb^  **  They  who  go 
^^  to  Rome,  must  do  as  they  at  Rome  do ;"  and  bdieve 
me,  you  must,  here,  make  your  flies  after  this  fashion^ 
or  you  will  take  no  fish.  ^  Come!  I  will  look  you  outa 
line;  and  you  shall  put  it  on,  and  try  it.  There,  Sir, 
now  I  think  you  are  fitted.  And  now  beyond  Uie 
farther  end  of  the  walk  you  shall  begin ;  I  see^  at  that 
bend  of  the  water  aboye,  the  air  oriqps  tiit  water  a  littk : 
knit  your  line  first,  here ;  and  then  go  up  thither^  and 
see  what  you  can  do. 

Viat.    Did  you  see  that,  Sir? 

Pise.  Yes,  I  saw  the  fish :  and  he  saw  you  too, 
which  made  htm  turn  short.  You  must  fish  further 
off,  if  you  intend  to  haye  any  sport  here;  this  is  no 
New  Riyer,  let  me  tell  you.  That  was  a  good  Trout, 
belieye  me!  did  you  touch  him  ? 

Viai.  No.  I  would  I  had— we  would  not  haye 
parted  so.  Look  you,  there  was  another ;  this  is  an 
excellent  fly! 

Pise.  That  fly,  I  am  sure,  would  kUl  fish,  if  the 
day  were  lUpbt;  but  they  only  chew  at  it,  I  see,  and 
will  not  tale  it.  Come,  Sir,  let  us  return  back  to  the 
fishing-house :  this  stitt  watery  I  see^  will  not  do  our 
business  to-day:  you  shall  now,  if  you  please,  make  a 
fly  yourself*,  and  try  what  you  can  do  m  the  sireasns 

«  To  flaaktafly  is  to  cMemiaJt  that  hifaKdly  ^awrmtheaaBie  rf 
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wifh  that;  and  I  know  a  Tnrat  taken  with  a  fly  of 
your  own  making,  will  please  you  better  than  twenty 
with  one  of  mine.  Give  me  that  bag  again,  sirrah  1 
Look  you,  Sir,  there  is  a  hook,  towght,  sifk^  and  a 
feather  for  the  wings;  be  doing  with  those:  and  I  will 
look  you  out  a  dubbing  that  I  think  will  do. 

Vua.    This  is  a  very  little  hook. 

Pise.  That  may  serye  to  inform  yon,  that  it  is  for 
a  Tery  little  fly  s  and  you  must  make  your  wings  ac« 
oordingly ;  for  as  the  case  stands,  it  must  be  a  little 
fly,  and  a  very  little  one  too,  that  must  do  your  busi* 
ness.  Well  said!  bdie?e  me,  you  shift  your  fingers 
▼ery  handsomely*  I  doubt  I  have  taken  upon  me  to 
teach  my  master.    So,  here's  your  dubbing  now. 

Viai.    This  dubbing  is  very  black. 

Pise.  It  appears  so,  in  hand :  but  step  to  the  door, 
and  hold  it  up  betwixt  your  eye  and  the  sun,  and  it 
will  appear  a  shining  red ;  let  me  tell  you,  never  a 
man  in  England  can  discern  the  true  colour  of  a  dub- 
bing, any  way  but  that ;  and  therefore  choose  always 
to  make  your  flies  on  such  a  bright  sun-shine  da^  as 
this,*— which,  also,  you  may  the  better  do,  because  it  is 
worth  nothing  to  nsh  in.  Here!  put  it  on;  and  be 
sttfe  to  make  the  body  of  your  fly  as  slender  as  you 
can.  Very  eood  !  upon  my  word,  you  have  made  a 
marvellous  handsome  fly. 

Fiat.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it ;  it  is  the  first  that 
ever  I  made  of  this  kind,  in  my  life. 

Pise*  Away,  away !  You  are  a  doctor  at  it ;  but  I 
will  not  commend  you  too  much,  lest  I  make  you 

Sond.     Gomel   put  it  on;    and  vou  shall  now  eo 
wnward,  to  some  streams  betwixt  the  rocks,  below  the 

HI  aogbr  who  cannot  do  it.  There  are  many  who  will  go  to  a  tackle- 
Aop,  and  teU  the  master  of  it,  at  Dapper  does  Subtle,  in  the  AUbemht^ 
that  they  vtamt  afy ;  for  which  they  have  a  thing  put  into  their  hands,  that 
Would  poie  a  natwalitt  to  find  a  resemblance  for :  thouch,  when  oarticular 
directiont  have  been  given,  I  have  known  them  exceuently  made  by  the 
peiione  mployed  by  the  fithing-Cackle  makers  in  London.  But  do  thou, 
my  honest  Bioid,  learn  to  make  thj  own  flies;  and  be  assured,  that  in 
collecting  and  arranj^g  the  materials,  and  imitating  the  various  shapes 
aid  colours  of  these  admirable  creatures,  there  is  UtUe  less  pleaiiire  than 
e? en  in  catching  fiih* 

A  a4 
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little  foot-bridse  you  see  tbeie^-^-^md  try  yenr  foctunev 
Take  heed  of  slipping  into  the  water  as  yon  follow  me 
under  this  rock.  So,  now  you  are  over :  and  noif* 
throw  in. 

Viat.  This  is  a  fine  stream  inde^ : — ^there's  cme !  I 
have  him. 

^  Pise.  And  a  precious  catch  you  haye  of  him ;  pull 
him  out !  I  sec  you  have  a  tender  hand.  This  is  a  di« 
minutive  gentleman ;  e'en  throw  him  in  again,  and  let 
him  ^row  till  he  be  more  worthy  vour  anger. 

Vtat.  Pardon  me,  Sir,  all's  mh  that  comes  to  the 
hook  with  me  now.— AnoUieri 

Pise.    And  of  the  same  standing, 

Viat,  1  see  I  shall  have  good  sport  now:  another  I 
and  a  Grayling.    Why  you  have  fish  here  at  will. 

Pise.  Come,  come !  cross  the  bridge ;  and  go,  down 
the  other  side,  lower,  where  you  will  find  ^ner  ^r^ami^ 
and  better  sport,  I  hope,  than  this.  Look  you,  Sir^ 
here  is  a  fine  stream  now.  You  have  length  enough  ; 
stand  a  little  further  off,  let  me  entreat  you;  and  do, 
but  fish  this  stream  like  an  artist^  and  peradventure  a 
^ood  fish  may  iall  to  your  share. — ^Hownowt  what! 
18  all  gone? 

Viat.  No,  I  but  touch'd  him  :  but  that  was  a  fish 
worth  taking. 

Pise.  W  hy  now,  let  me  tell  you,  you  lost  that  fish 
by  your  own  fault,  and  through  your  own  eagerness 
and  haste ;  for  you  are  never  to  offer  to  strike  a  good. 
fish — if  he  do  not  strike,  himself— till,  first,  you  see  him 
turn  his  head,  after  he  hc^  taken  your  fly ;  and  then 
you  can  never  strain  your  tackle  in  tbe  striking,  if  you 
strike  with  any  manner  of  moderation.  Come  I  throw 
in  once  again  ;  and  fish  me  this  stream  by  inches  :  for 
I  assure  you,  here  are  very  good  fish  :  both  Trout  and 
Grayling  lie  here;  and  at  that  great  stone  on  the 
other  side,  it  is  ten  to  one  a  good  Trout  gives  you  th« 
meeting. 

Viat.  I  have  him  now:  but  he  is  gone  down  to- 
wards the  bottom.  I  cannot  see  what  he  is,  yet  he 
should  be  a  good  fish  by  his  weight :  but  he  makes  n^ 
great  stir— 


t'inctd  fjr  SBAJjterm  &, :  Strait d 
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Pise*  Why  tben^  by  ivfaat  you  say,  I  dare  ventttfe 
to  assure  you,  it  is  a  Grayling, — lYbich  is  one  of  the 
jdeadest-bearted  fishe?  in  tbe  vorld,  aad  the  bigger  be 
IS,  tbe  more  easily  taken.  Look  you,  now  you  see  him 
plain ;  I  told  you  what  he  was.  Bring  hither  that  land^ 
ing-net,  boy  I  And  now,  Sir,  he  is  your  own  ;  and,  be* 
lieve  me,  a  good  one,  sixteen  inches  long  I  warrant  him ; 
}  have  taken  none  such,  this  year* 

Viat.  I  never  saw  a  Grayling,  before,  look  so 
black. 

Pise.    Did  you  not  ?  why  then  let  me  tell  you,  that 

^ou  never  saw  one,  before,  in  right  season :  for,  then,  a 
rravling  is  very  black  about  his  head,  gilk,  and  down 
his  back,-^aad  ha9  his  belly  of  a  dark  grey,  dappled 
with  black  spotS)  as  you  see  this  is ;  and  I  atn  apt  to 
conclude,  that  from  thence  he  derives  his  name  of 
Umber.  Though  I  must  tell  you,  this  fish  is  past  his 
prime,  and  begins  to  decline,  and  was  ii^  better  season 
at  Christmas  than  he  is  now.  But  move  on ;  for  it  grows 
tpwards  dinner-time;  and  there  is  a  very  great  and 
fiqe  stream,  below,  under  that  rock,  that  fills  tbe  deep- 
est pool  in  all  the  river,  where  you  are  alihost  sure  o|  a 
good  fish, 

Viat.  Let  him  come,  FU  tiy  a  fall  with  him;  But 
I  had  thought,  that  the  Grayling  had  been*  always  in 
season  with  the  Trout,  and  had  come  in  and  gone  out 
with  bim. 

Pise.  Oh  no !  assure  yourself  a  Grayling  is  a 
winter-fish ;  but  such  a  one  as  would  deceive  any  but 
such  as  know  him  very  well  indeed :  for  his  flesh,  even . 
in  his  worst  season,  is  so  firm,  and  will  so  easily  calver, 
that  in  {>lain  truth  he  is  very  good  meat  at  all  times  : 
but  in  his  perfect  season — which,  by  the  way,  none  but 
an  overgrofm  Grayling  will  ever  be— I  think  him  so 
good  a  &h,  as  to  be  little  inferior  to  the  best  Trout  that 
ever  I  tasted  in  my  life. 

'  A  Viat.  Her^^s  another  skip-jack  ;  and  I  have  raised 
five  or  six  more,  at  least,  whilst  you  were  speaking. 
Well,  go  thy  way,  little  Dove !  thou  art  tne  finest 
river  that  ever  I  saw,  and  the  fullest  of  fish.  Indeed, 
^ir|  I  like  it  so  well,  that  I  am  afraid  you  will  be 
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tKrabled  with  me  once  a  jeari  so  long  as  tee  two 
lire. 

Pise.  I  am  afiraid  I  shall  aot.  Sir ;  but  irere  you 
once  here,  a  May  or  a  Jimey^i£  good  sport  would 
tempt  you,  I  should  then  expect  you  woald  sometimes 
see  nke ;  for  you  would  then  say  it  were  a  fine  rirer  iB« 
deed,  if  you  had  once  seen  the  sport  at  the  heifi'ht. 

Viat.  Which  I  wiU  do,  if  I  Ure,  and  that  yoa 
please  to  gire  me  leaTe.  There  was  one  :-«4Uid  thercj 
another. 

Pise.  And  all  this  in  a  strange  river,  and  with  a  fly 
ofyour  own  making  J  why  what  a  dangerous  maa  are 
you ! 

Viai.  I,  Sir  * :  but  who  taught  me  ?  and  as  Dubsn 
tas  says  by  his  man  Dorus,  so  you  may  say  by  me. 


-If  my  Buo  tudi  pnitet  haTe, 


What  then  haTe  I  wbb  tansht  tiie  kmTe  f  ? 

But  what  have  we  got  here  ?  a  rod^  springing  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  river !  this  is  one  of  t&  oodest  sights 
that  ever  I  saw. 

Pise.  Why,  Sir,  from  that  pikej:  tba^  you  see 

standine  up,  there,  diraiat  6am 

\  iruaroth.Uihifiubiii    the  rode— *tbis  is  called  "^I^kb* 

i"^"^'!l:SftZ    Pooj..    And  young  Mr.. t«u: 

mida  of  the  river  Dtw  t    Walton  WBS  SO  pleased  with  it, 

mndmoifarfrem  Mr.  Cot-     ag    {q    draW    it  lu    landscape,    Itt 

tL,1r^r^  bIiickaadwlute.m.bU«kbook 

t^  m  nuift  caner  hf  I  havc  at  home  ;  as  he  has  done 

twixt  mmmy  m^ty  r^cks.  sevcial  prospects  of  my  house 

Srlifc^^*^^^  also:  wWh  I  keep  for  a  ma- 

^wasimrMt.  jmiibijiu^  mousX  of  his  fitvottr,  and  will 

w  •fpotwd  hyem  •ftbt  ghcw  you  wheu  WO  comc  up  to 

higbitt  •/  tUm,  hat,  at  Ust^  dinner 
ferud  Hid/  m  nva,  through  ^^^^^^* 
Hi  madtjUr  4tmuk*t  com* 

ualmtiUt  afptart  mim  wA  wwrt  gUry  snd  Uawij  tUm  Itfire  that  ^fftitim, 
rwauMg  ttruMgh  tbt  mtt  pleasant  va^ia  atul  mast fntitf ml  mtadnet  that  thu 
aathn  am  justly  haast  •/» 

«  fw  aye,  Sir.  f  Sidney'}  if  rorfk. 


A  hj  MTSumn  tl  tjff 


J^utted  /hr  SamMi  3a^.tvr  ut  dU  SvmMj 


Viai.  Kns  young  maater  Iiaap  Walton  been  hoe, 
too? 

JPiff.  Yet,  many!  has  he,  8if ;  and  that,  again 
and  again  too ;  and  in  France  since,  and  at  Rome,  and 
at  Venice,  and  I  canH  tell  vhere :  but  I  intend  to  ask 
liim  a  great  many  baid  questions  so  soon  as  I  can  see 
him^  ^ieh  will  be,  God  willing,  next  month.  In  the 
mean  time.  Sir,— 4o  come  to  this  fine  stream  at  the  head 
of  this  great  pool,  jou  must  renture  over  these  slii^pery^ 
Gobling  stones.  Belieye  me,  Sir,  there  you  w^fei|i|nr 
ble,  or  else  you  had  been  down.  But  now  yon  are  g^t 
over,  look  to  yourself;  for,  on  my  word,  if  a  fish  rise 
here^  he  is  like  to  be  such  a  one  as  will  endanger  your 
tackle.    How  now ! 

Viat.  I  think  you  have  such  command  here  oyer 
the  fishes,  that  you  can  rise  them  bv  your  word,  i|8 
they  say  conjurors  can  do  spirits,  and  afterward  make 
them  do  what  you  bid  them :  for  here^s  a  Trout  has 
taken  *  my  flv— I  had  rather  have  lost  a  crown  •  What 
luck's  this !  he  was  a  lovely  fish,  and  turned  up  a  side 
like  a  Salmon. 

Fisc.  O  Sir,  this  is  a  war  where  you  sometimes 
win,  and  must  sometimes  expect  to  lose.  N^ver  con* 
oern  yourself  for  the  loss  of  your  fly ;  for,  ten  to  one,  I 
teach  you  to  make  a  better.     Who*s  that,  calls  t  ? 

Serv.    Sir,  will  it  please  you  to  come  to  dinner  ? 

Pise,  We  come.  You  hear.  Sir,  we  are  called ; 
and  now  take  vour  choice,— -whether  you  will  climb 
this  steep  hiU  before  yon,  from  the  top  of  which  you 
will  go  directly  into  the  house;  or,  back  again,  over 
these  stepping-stones,  and,  about,  by  the  briage. 

Viain  Pfay :  sure,  the  nearest  way  is  best;  at  least 
my  stomach  tells  me  so ;  and  I  am  now  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  your  rocks,  that  I  fear  them  not. 

Pise.  Come  then,  follow  me.  And  so  soon  as  we 
have  dined,  we  will  down  again  to  the  little  house ; 
where  I  wfll  begin,  at  the  place  I  left  off,  about  fly-fish« 

*  Tkim,  in  the  wont  tente,  m.  broke  tway  with  it« 

f  The  dialogue  if  here  lo  nttoral,  and  the  incidciittin  thit  tnomanc*! 
expedition  lo  strongly  mailced.  that  the  reader  may  ahaott  imagiiie  ne 
•eet  andhfin  aU  tMt  i»  here  rdatcd. 


418  nn  cohfibtb  aholbe,  payt  tu 

iag,  and  read  yoa  anodm^lectme ;  fat  I  have  a  great 
deal  more  to  say  apon  that  subjeet. 

Viat.  The  more,  the  better ; '  I  eooU  never  ha^e  met 
with  a  more  obliging  master,  my  first  excepted*  Nor 
such  sport— -can  all  the  rivers  aboat  Ixmdon  ever  affiird, 
as  is  to  be  found  in  this  pretty  river-* 

Pise.  Yon  deserve  to  have  better ;  both  because  I  see 
you  are  willing  to  take  pains,  and  for  liking  this  litde, 
^o  well;  and  better^  I  hope  to  shew  you  before  we  part^ . 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

PwHiNG-AT-THE-TOP.  Fltcs  for  the  Mofiths  o/*  Ja- 
nuary, February,  March,  April,  and  part  of  May ; 
including^  under  May,  particular  Directions  how 
to  bait  with  the  Green-Drake. 

Viator. 

COME,  Sir ;  having  now  well  dined ;  and  being 
again  set  in  your  little  house,  I  will  now  challenge 
jonr  promise,— and,  intxeat.  jrou  to  proceed  in  your 
instruction  for  fly-fishing:  which  that  you  may  be  the 
better  encouraged  to  do,l  will  assure  you,  that  I  ha?e 
not  lost,  I  think,  one  syllable  o£  what  you  hare  told  me ; 
but  very  well  retain  all  your  directions,  both  for  the 
rod,  line,  and  making  .a  fly.  And  now,  desire  an  ac- 
count of  the  flies  tliemselyes. 

'.  Pwc.-Jf#.  Why  I  Sir,  I  am  ready  to  give  it  to  you  s 
and  shall  have  the.whc4e  afternoon  to  do  it  in,  if  nobody 
come  in  to  interrupt  us ;  for  you  must  know,  besides 
the  unfitness  of  the  day,  that  the  Afternoons,  so  early 
in  March^  signify  very  little  to  angling  with  a  fly; 
though  with  a  minnow  or  a  worm,  something  might, 
I  confess,  be  done. 

To  begin  then  where  I  left  off:  Mv  father  Walton 
tells  us  of  but  ^o^e/ve' artificial  flies  only,  to  angle  with 
at-Uie«top :— and  gives  their  name^:  of  which  some 
are  common  with  us  here  i  and  I  think  I  guess  at  most 
of  them,  by  his  description :  and  I  believe  they  all 
breed,  and  are  taken,  in  our  rivers,  though  we  do  not 
make  them  either  of  the  same  dubbing  or  fashion  :— 
And  it  may  be— in  the  rivers  about  l^ndod,  which  I 
bresume  h^lias  most  frequented,  and  where  it  is  likely 
he  has  done  most  execution— there  is  j^ot  much  notice 
taken  of  many*  more  :  but  we  are  acquainted  with 
several  others  here,  though  perhaps  t  smy  reckon 


wonAoihiB  bjr dtiieriiaiiies» too i  bat  if  1  do, I  sliaU 
make  tou  aineiids  by  an  addition  to  his  catalogue* 
And  afthoagh  the  forei^iiained  g^reat  matter  in  the  art 
of  anfflin^5  for  to  in  tmth  be  it,  tells  ^ou  that  no 
man  uionld,  in  honesty,  catch  a  Tiont  till  tfie  middb 
of  March ;  jret  I  hope  he  will  gire  a  man  leave  sooner 
to  take  a  Graylings  which,  as  Ftold  yon,  is  in  tbe  detid 
nundhi  in  his  best  season:  And  do  assnie  yon,  which 
I  remember  by  a  tery  remarkable  token^  1  md  once 
take  npon  the  sixth  day  of  December  one,  and  only 
one,  or  the  biggest  Graylings  and  the  best  in  season^ 
that  ever  I  yet  saw  or  tasted  i  And  do  ntually  take 
Trouts,  too— and  with  a  fly— not  only  befiire  the  ndd- 
dik  o/  thU  numtkj  bat,  almoin  eveiy  vear^  in  Fthruary^ 
unlets  it  be  a  very  ill  spring  indeed;  And  hatc^ 
aometimes,  in  JanU(irjf''-'90  early  as  New-yedr^s  tide; 
and,  in  frost  and  snow^-^aken,  Grayling  in  a  warm 
sonshine  day  for  an  hour  or  two  about  no6n.  And, 
to  fish  for  him  with  a  Grub,  it  is  then  the  best  time 
of  all. 

I  shall  therefore  begin  my  fl  v^fish  mg  with  that  month  t 
though  I  confess,  very  fcw  bepn  so  soon ;  and  that, 
such  as  are  so  fond  of  the  sport  as  to  embrace  all  od* 
portnnities,  can  rarely  in  thai  month,  find  a  day  fit  for 
their  purpose.  And  tell  you,  that,  upon  my  know* 
ledge,  these  flie»-— in  a  warm  sun,  for  an  hour  or  two  in 
the  day->-are  certainly  taken  t 


JANUARY. 

1.  A  tLvD  Bbowk;  with  winjp,  of  the  male  of  ft 
malford  j  almost  white ;  the  dubbiqg,  of  the  tail  of  A 
black  long-coated  cur^  such  as  they  commmly  maktf 
muft  of, — ^for  the  hair  on  the  tail  of  such  a  dog  dyes^ 
and  turns,  to  a  red  brown,<-«*blit  the  hair  of  a  smooUi^i 
cohted  doff  of  the  sftme  colour  will  not  do^  because  it 
will  not  dyej  but  retains  its  natural  coloiir.  [Tht 
dubMng  is  to  be  warped  on  as  No;  1,  in  FebruofVi 
infra."]  -  And  this  fly  is  taken^'  in  a  warm  suuj  tbit 
whole  month  through. 


<•  Thaw  is  also  a  iwjr  little  BAii«T-DuK  Gvat, 
at  little  as  can  possibly  be  made,  so  little  as  never  to 
be  fished-with  with  above  one  hair  next  the  hook ; 
and  this  is  to  be  made,  of  a  mixt  dabbing  of  marten's 
for,  and  the  white  of  a  hare's  sent,  with  a  very  white 
and  small  wing.  And  it  is  no  ^reat  matter  how  fine 
jon  fish  t  for  nothing  will  rise  in  this  month  bat  a 
Grayling ;  and  of  them  I  never,  at  this  season,  saw 
any  taken — ^with  a  fly— «of  dbove  a  foot  long,  in  my 
life.  Bnt  of  little  ones  about  the  bigness  of  a  smdt-— 
in  a  warm  day,  and  a  flowing  snn— -you  may  take 
enoimh,  with  these  two  flies ;  aid  they  are  both  taken^ 
the  whole  month  throngh* 


FEBRUARY* 

1.  Where  the  Rbi>«Brown  of  the  last  month  ends, 
Ahothba,  almost  of  the  same  colonri  begins :  with 
this  savii^9  that  the  dabbing  of  this  nrast  &  of,  some* 
thing,  a  bhcker  colour ;  and  both  of  them  waqjt*oa 
with  red  silk.  The  dubbing,  that  should  make  this  fly 
and  that  is  the  truest  colour,  is  to  be  get  off  the  black 
spot  of  a  hog's  ear :  not  that  a  black  spot  in  any  part 
of  the  ho^  will  not  afford  the  same  colour;  bat  tlms 
the  hair  in  that  place  is,  by  many  degrees,  softer,  and 
more  fit  for  the  purpose.  His  wine  must  be  as  the 
other  £No.  1,  in  January,]  and  mis  kills  all  this 
month ;  and  is  called  the  Lessek  Red-Beown. 

8.  This  month,  also  a  Plain  Hackle  (a),  or  .pal* 
mer-fly — ^made,  with  a  rou^h  black  bod^,  either  of 
black  spaniers  fur,  or  the  whirl  of  an  ostrich  feather ; 
and  the  red  hackle  of  a  capon,  over  all— will  kill,  md 
if  tfaeweatherbe  right,  make  very  good  qK>rt 

VARIATIONS. 

(«)  The  atthor  it  DOW  in  tke  Bwath  ef  Fdnmy  i  daring  wkiclit  Sf« 
UkuHf  the 

Flaxm  HACVtt ;  whidi  we  would  racommoid  to  bo  made— of  black 
oitricb  htrl  wwped  and  tied  dowBi  to  tbe-dabbiiis  with  red lifti  and  a 
led  coch*f  hackle»  orer  all. 
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8*  Also  a  Lesser,  HACKLB-^wttli  a  black  bodj^ 
Mso ;  silver  twist,  over  that ;  and  a  red  featliery  ;ovec 
all — will  fill  your  pannier  (if  the  month  be  open,  and 
not  bound  up  in  ice  and  snow,)  with  very  good  fish  t 
'  but  in  case  of  a  frost  and  snow,  you  are  to  angle  only 
with  the  smallest  gnats,  browns,  and  duns,  you  can 
make ;  and,  with  those,  are  only  to  expect  Graylings 
BO  bij^er  than  sprats. 

4.  In.this  month,  upon  a  whirling-round  water,  we 
have  a  Great  Hacillb;  the  body,  black,— and 
wrapped  with  a  red  fcatiier  of  a  capon  untrinunedy 
that  is,  the  whole  length  of  the  hackle  staring  out  i 
for '  we  sometimes  barb  the  hackle-feather,  shorty  all 
over;  sometimes  barb  it  onlv  a  little;  and  sometimes 
barb  it  close,  Underneath,  leaving  the  whole  length 
of  the  feather  on  the  top,  or  back  of  the  fly,  which 
makes  it  swim  better,  and,  as  occasion  serves^  kills 
very  ^reat  fish. 

5.  We  make  use  also,  in  this  month,  of  another 
Great  Hackle;  the  body  black,  and  ribbed  oyer 
with  gold-twist;  and  a  red  feather  over  all :  which 
idso  does  great  execution  (b). 

6*  Ako  a  Great  DtXN  ;  made  with  dun  bear's 
hair,  and  the  wings  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard 
near  unto  his  tail :  which  is  absolutely  the  best  fly 
can  be  thrown  upon  a  river  this  month,  and  with 
which  an  angler  shall  have  admirable  sport. 

7.  We  have  also,  this  month,  the  Great  Blue 
Dvn;  the  dubbing  of  the  bottom  of  bear's  hair  next 
to  the  roots,  mixt  with  a  little  blue  camlet;  the  wings, 
of  the  dark  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

8.  We  have  also,  this  month,  a  Dark-Brown  ; 
the  dubbjng,  of  the  brown  hair  off  the  flank  of  a 
brended  cow :  and  the  wings,  of  the  g^ey  drake's 
feather. 

VARL^TIONS/ 

(I)  OoLO-TWigT  Hacki.1  ;  the  same  dubbisg,  warping  and  hackle^ 
—with  gold-twist. 
N.  B.     These  baikles  are  iakent  ^hiefty^  fnm  mine  to  elevem  in  the  mornings 

mmd  from  tne  to  three  in  the  i^iernmn*     They  vfiU  do  /or  tny  mtntk  i4 

the  year  ^  emd  upon  any  vfut*r» 
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And  note,  that  these  several  hackles,  or  palmer-flies, 
are  some  for  one  tvater,  and  one  sky,  and  some  for 
another ;  and  according  to  the  change  of  those,  we 
alter  their  size  and  colour.  And  note  also,  That — 
both  in  this,  and  all  other  months  of  the  year — ^whcn 
you  do  not  certainly  know  what  fly  is  taken;  or  can« 
not  see  any  fish  to  rise;  you  are,  then,  to  put  on  a 
small  hackle,  if  the  water  be  clear,  or  a  bigger>  ii 
something  dark,  until  you  have  taken  one:  and, 
then,   thrusting   your    finger  through    his    gilb,   to 

full  out  his  gor^,— which  being  opened  with  your 
nife,  you  wi^l  then  discover  what  fly  ia  taken,  and 
Jway  fit  yourself  accordingly  ♦. 

For  the  Makii9g  of  a  Hackle,  or  Palroer-fly,--my 
father  Walton  has^  already,  given  you  sufficient  dw 
rection  +. 

*  Ypu  m^  also  obaenre,  that  the  fish  never  rite  eagerly  and  freely  al 
any  tort  of  nie,  ixntil  thai  kind  come  to  the  water's  side ;  for  though  I 
have  often,  at  the  first  coming-in  of  some  flies,  (which  I  judged  Sxey 
loved  best,)  gotten  several  of  them,— yet  I  could  never  find,  that  they  did 
much  (if  at  all)  value  them,  until  those  soru  of  flies  beean  to  flock  t« 
the  river's  side,  and  were  to  be  found  on  the  trees  and  bushes  theit 
io  great  numbers.    FtmaUa^  pa.  15. 

When  you  first  come  to  the  river  in  the  morning,-* With  your  rod« 
beat  upon  the  bushes  or  boughs  which  hang  over  the  watersi  And  by 
their  falling  upon  the  waters,  you  will  see  what  sorts  of  flies  are  there  io 
greatest  numb^s ;  if  divers  sorts  and  equal  in  number,  try  them  all,^-« 
and  you  will  quickly  find  which  they  most  desire.  Sometimes,  they 
change  their  fly  (but  it's  not  very  usual)  twice  or  thrice  in  ont  day  i 
but,  ordinarily,  they  seek  not  for  another  sort  of  flie — till  they  have, 
for  some  days,  even  glutted  themselves  with  a  former  kind — ^wbich  i% 
iBommonly,  when  those  flies  die  and  go  out.     ynuAhi^  pa.  16< 

f  But,  with  Mr.  Cotton's  good  leave,  he  has  not  (  nor  has  any  author 
that  I  know  of;  unless  we  are  to  take  diat  for  a  palmer,  which  Walton 
has  given  directions  for  making,  page  177 ;  whicn  I  can  never  do,  till  I 
see  what  1  have  never  yet  seen,  vis*  Caterpillars  with  wings.  Rejecting  t 
therefore,  wings  as  unnatural  and  absurd, — supposing  you  would  make 
the  plain  hacUe  or  palmer,  which  are  terms  of  the  same  import,  the 
inethod  of  doing  it  is  as  follows,  v/c. 

Hold  vour  hook  in  a  horizontal  position,-  with  the  shank  downwards^ 
and  the  bent  of  it  between  the  fore-finger  and  thumb  of  your  left  hand : 
and— Slaving  a  fine  bristle,  and  other  materials,  lying  by  you — take 
half  a  yard  of  fine  red  n»rking  silk  well  waxed,  and«  with  your  ri^ht 
hand,  give  it  four  or  five  turns  about  the  shank  of  the  hook,  inclining 
the  turns  to  the  right  hand ;  when  yon  are  near  the  end  of  the  shank, 
turn  it  into  such  a  loop  as  you  are  hereafter  directed  to  make  for 
fastening  off,— and  draw  it  tight,  leaving  the  ends  of  the  silk  to  hang 
down  at  each  end  of  the  hook.  Having  singed  the  end  of  your 
hri«tle^-<*lay  the  same  along  on  the  inside  of  the  shank  of  the  hoo)^ 

B  9 
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MARCH. 

For  this  month  yon  are  to  use  all  the  same  hackles, 
and  flies  with  the  other:  but  you  are  to  make  them  less. 

••  low  as  the  bent;  tad  whip  four  or  ftrt  time*  round:  then  ange- 
Uig  the  other  end  of  the  briBtle  to  a  fit  length,  torn  it  over  to  the  hack 
oithe  thank,  and,  jMndung  it  into  a  proper  form,  whip  down  and  &tteii 
off,  as  before  directed ;  wnich  will  brug  both  en^  of  the  silk  into 
the  bent  After  you  haye  waxed  your  nlk  again,  take  three  or  feur 
•trands  of  an  ostrich  feather;  and*-holding  Siem,  and  the  hcnt  of 
the  hook  as  at  first  directed,  the  feathers  to  your  left  hand,  and  the 
roou  in  the  bent  of  jour  hook— with  that  end  of  the  silk  which  you  just 
now  waxed,  whip  tnem  three  or  four  times  round,  and  fssten  off:  Vum 
tumiiy  the  feathers  to  the  right,  and,  twisting  them  and  the  alk  with 
your  tore-finger  and  diumb,  wind  them  roumd  the  ihank  of  the  hook; 
still  supplying  the  short  ttrands,  with  new  ones,  as  they  lail,  till  you 
come  to  the  end  and  fasten  off.  When  you  haye  80  done,— clip  off  the 
«nds  of  the  feathers;  and  trim  the  body  of  the  pahner,  small  at  the  ex- 
tranities,  and  full  in  the  middle ;  and  wax  both  endsof  your  nlk,  iMdk 
are  now  diyided  and  lie  at  either  end  of  the  hook. 

Lay  your  work  bjr  you;  And  taking  a  strong  bold  hackle  with 
fibres  about  half  an  indi  long,  straiten  the  stem  yery  carefully;  and 
holding  the  small  end  betweea  the  fore^finger  and  thumb  of  your  left 
handr-with  those  of  the  right,  strciak  the  fibres  the  contrary  waj 
to  that  which'they  naturally  lie:  and  takinr  the  hook,  and  holding  it 
as  before^ay  the  point  of  the  hackle  into  3ie  bent  of  the  hook,  with 
the  hollow  (which  is  the  palest)  side  upwards;  and  whip  it  yery  fast 
to  its  place;  in  doing  whereof,  be  careful  not  to  tie  in  many  of  die 
fibres^— or  if  you  diould  chance  tp  do  so,  pick  them  out  witfi  £he  point 
of  a  yery  larve  needle. 

When  the  hackle  is  thus  made^Mt,  the  utmost  care  and  nicety  iaaeoea* 
•ary  in  winding  it  on;  for  if  you  foil  in  this,  your  fiy  is  ^kmIoo,  and  joa 
muat  begin  all  again :  to  preyent  which— -keepmg  the  hollow,  or  pale,  side 
to  your  left  hand ;  and,  as  much  as  possible,  the  side  of  the  stem  down 
on  the  dubbing— wind  the  hackle  twice  round ;  and  holding  fut  what 
jrou  haye  so  wound,  pick  out  the  loose  fibres,  which  yon  may  haye  takes 
in,  and  make  another  turn ;  then  lay  hold  of  the  hackle  with  the  third 
and  fourth  fingers  of  your  left  hand,  with  which  yon  may  extend  it 
whila  you  disengage  the  loose  fibres  as  before. 

In  this  manner  proceed,  till  you  come  to  within  an  eighth  of  an  inch  of  the 
end  of  the  shank,  where  you  wiU  find  an  end  of  silk  hanging;  and,  by 
which  time,  you  will  find  the  fibres  at  the  great  end  of  the  hackle  some- 
what discomposed;  dip  these  off  dote  to  the  stem,  and  with  the  end 
of  your  middle  finger,  press  the  stem  dose  to  the  hook :— while,  with 
the  fore-finjrer  of  your  right  hand,  you  turn  the  silk  into  a  loop;  which 
when  you  haye  twice  pnt  oyer  the  end  of  the  shank  of  the  hook,  loop 
and  an,  your  work  is  safe. 

Then  wax  that  end  of  the  silk  which  you  now  used ;  and  tonilt  oyer  at 

'  before,  till  you  haye  taken  up  nearly  all  that  remained  of  the  hookfob- 

Stfrkg  to  by  the  turns,  neatly,  side  by  side.   And  lastly,  dip  off  the 
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h  We  have,  besides,  for  this  month  a  Utile  Dan 
called  a  Whirling  Dun  (c)  ;   though  it  is  not  the 

cndi  of  the  silk.  Thus  you  will  have  made  a  bait  that  will  catch  Trout  of 
the  btfgestWe,  in  any  water  in  £ngian4. 

And  lett  the  method  of  fastenins^  off,  which  occun  to  often  in  this  kind 
of  work,  should  not  appear  sufficiently  intelligible,  the  reader  will  see  it 
represented  Fir*  9.  Plate  XIL 

It  h  true,  the  method  above  described  will  require  some  variation  in 
the  case  of  gold-and-sjlver-twist  palmers;  in  the  making  whereof,  the 
mana^ment  of  the  twist  is  to  be  considered  as  another  operation:  but  this 
variation  will  suggest  itself  to  every  reader,  as  will  also  the  method  of 
naking  those  flies,  contained  in  the  notes,  that  have  hackle  under  the 
wings ;  which,  else,  we  should  have  added  to  Cotton's  directions  for  mak* 
ing  a  fly,  which  he  gives  yhtcr  ia  the  fishing-house.    See  page  407  of  this 

VARIATIONS. 

ft  J  GaKAT  Wriulino  Dun.  Dub  with  fox  cub— or  squxrrers— for, 
well  mixed  with  about  a  sixth  part  of  the  finest  ho^Vwool :  warp  with 
pale-orange  wings,  very  lam,  taken  from  the  quiU-feather  of  a  ruddy 
nen:  the  head  to  be  &stened  with  ash-colour  silk:  a  red  cock's  hackle,  at 
lull  length,  ma^'be  wrapped  under  the  wings^  and,  a  turn  or  two  lower, 
towards  the  taiL 

This  u  a  iiWmgJlyf  amt  is  H  hi  igtn  rulnjr  sW  of  the  teigtt  h  mtt  Trtui 
rivers^  laii  im  wt  evauMg,  teUom  iefon  sitm^ei,  amd  comtitnie*  m  tit  watgr 
tUlmUmigit,  or  a/ttn  tt  U/mmd  mott  tftbi  wmrm  months  t  hut  hills  thiefy 
iM  a  Uusttring  ximrm  tvtnimgfrom  the  middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  July. 

The  directioDs  of  Mr.  Cotton  for  making  flies  are  to  be  considered  at 
iKe  very  basis  and  fooodation  of  tha£  art,  no  author  before  him  having 
ever  treated  the  subject  so  copiously  and  accurately  as  he  has  done:  what 
improvements  have  been  maoe  since  his  time,  have  been  handed  about  in 
manuscript  ]itts»biu  have  hardly  ever  been  communicated  to  thepnhUck* 

A  reverend,  worthy,  and  ingenious  friend  of  mine;  a  lover  ot  angling* 
who  has  practised  that  and  the  art  of  fly-making  these  thirty  years,  and 
iathe  gaoticman. mentioned  in  the  note.  Page  S04;  has  generously  com- 
municated to  me  the  result  of  his  many  years*  experience,  in  a  list  of  a 
great  number  of  flies,  not  mentioned  by  Cotton,  with  some  variations  in 
3ie  manner  of  making  tboss  dtsgrihsJ  in  the  text.  And  as  to  these  devise 
tioos,  it  is  hoped  they  wiU  be  considered  as  improvements ;  since  1  am 
authorised  to  say,  that  the  above  gentleman  has,  in  the  makiqg  of  flies^ 
made  it  a  constant  rule  to  follow  nature. 

Part  of  this  list  is,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  wrought  into  the  form  of 
notes  on  that  of  Mr.  Cotton;  and  the  resb— with  another  very  valuable 
Catalfl^g;ue,  composed  by  a  ncvth-country  angler,  and  communicated  to  um 
by  the  same  gentlemaa^makn  No.  IL  and  111.  of  the  A»»bndix  to  this 
Volume. 

The  reader  will,  there,  also  find  No.  IV.(  a  List  of  SlUs  formerly  pub- 
lished in  the  AngUr^s  VoJo  Msctm,  so  often  referred  to  in  the  course  ot  this 
work;  and  though  the  flies  therein  contained  are  said  to  be,  chiefly,  of  use 
in  eteoey  [rivers,}  I  have  tried  some  of  them,  especially  the  duns  in  ochiff 
pycrsi  apdfpund  them  to  be  excellent. 

3^9 
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Whirling  Dan  indeed  ;  vhich  is  one  of  tke  best  flies 
we  have.  And  for  this — the  dabbing  must  be  of  the 
bottom  fur  of  a  squiTrel's  tail;  and  the  wing,  of  the 
grey  feather  of  a  drake. 

2.  Also  a  Bright  Brown.  The  dabbing  either  of 
the  brown  of  a  spaniel,  or  that  of  a  tow's  flank ;  with 
a  grey  wing,  ^ 

3.  Also  a  Whitish  Dun.  Made  of  the  roots  of 
caraeFs  hair ;  and  the  wings,  of  the  grey  feather  of  a 
mallard. 

4.  There  is  also,  for  this  month,  a  fly  called  the 
Thorn-Tree  Flt.  The  dubbing  an  absolute  black, 
mixt  with  eight  or  ten  hairs  of  Isabella-coloured.*  mor 
hair :  the  body  as  little  as  can  be  made :  and  the 
wings,  of  a  bright  mallard's  feather*  An  admirable  fly, 
and  in  great  repute  amongst  us  for  a  kiUer. 

5.  There  is  besidei  this,  another;  (d)  Blue  Dun  ; 
the  dubbinff  of  which  it  is  made,  being  thus  to  be  sot. 
Take  a  small-tooth  comb,  and  with  it  comb  the  neck  of 
a  black  greyhound,  and  the  down  that  sticks  in  the 

*  IsABKLlA»  Spn:i€  di  coUrt  theparieupa  iA  liaaf  €  Almalh,  Altieri't 
I>iai9MMry.  A,  kind  of  whitifh  yellow,  or,  at  loine  nj,  biuf  colour  a  Uttk 
ioiled. 

How  it  came  by  this  name,  will  a'pnear  from  the  followtng^iecdote'; 
for  which,  I  am  obliged  to  a  Tery  inrauovs  and  leaned  lady.  The  Arch« 
dnke  Albertus,  who  had  married  the  Infimta  Imbella,  daughter  of  Phil^ 
the  second,  king  of  Spain,  with  whom  he  had  the  L.ow  Countries  m 
dowry:  in  the  year  1S09,  having  deteimined  to  lay  o^ge  to  Osteod,  theft 
in  the  poteewon  of  the  heretic8,--Jus  pious  princess,  who  attended  him  in 
that  eiqMdition,  made  a  ^vow,  that  till  it  was  taken  dbe  would  noTor  change 
her  clothes.  Contrary  to  expectation,  a*  the  story  says,  it  was  three  yearn 
before  the  phce  was  reduced;  in  which  time,  her  lighaess't  linca  had 
scquired  toe  abore-meotioned  hue. 

VARIATIONS. 

fdj  BtVMt  or  VidLBT  DvN.  Dub  with  the  r«M>U  of  a  fos-caVa  tail, 
and  a  very  little  blue  violet  worsted:  warp  with  pale  yellow  silk}  wing, 
pi  the  pale  part  of  a  starling's  feather. 

Tahtnfrom  tight  to  eltvtn^  amdfnm  hu  fe  ibru, 
Tbu  M%  vtbiti  u  alf  uUtd  the  ash-€olo«rrd  dun,  ami  bhie  dun,  «r 
pnduud/rmm  a  utdu  ;  it  u  /•  very  smmU^  tb«t  the  h—k^  kmamm  at  the 
ehff*  hy  the  sime  No.  9.  it  full  hig  ememgh  fir  it,  if  mt  tee  hig  The 
ehape  ^  the  /y  it  txattly  the  tarn  vntl  that  if  the  Greem-irake.  Se 
early  in  the  year  at  February,  Aey  mill  drop  em  the  veater  irfere  ei^  im 
ibe  wteraimgi  aad  Treuttf  ef  th€  Uirgtii  ntUt  se  watf  «i  tm^Ul  «a««»  «m0 
rite  0$  them  ^ery  eagerly* 
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teeth  willf)etbe  finest  blue  that  ever  jtm  saw*  The 
wings  of  this  fly  can  hardly  be  too  white.  And  he  is 
taken  about  the  tenth  of  this  nionth,  and  lasteth  till  the 
four  and  twentieth. 

6.  From  the  tenth  of  this  QCionth  also  till  towards 
the  end}  is  taken  a  little  Black  Gnat.  The  dubbing 
either  of  the  fur  of  a  black  water-dog,  or  the  down  of 
a  young  black  water«ooot ;  the  wings,  of  the  male  of 
a  mallardj  as  white  as  may  be :    the  body  as  little  as 

Iou  can  possibly  make  it,  and  the  wings  as  short  as 
is  body. 
.  7.  Fro^n  the  sixteenth  of  this  month  also  to  the  end 
of  it,  we  use  a  Bright  Brown  :  the  dubbing  for 
which  U  to  be  had  out  of  a  skinner's  lime-pits,  and  of 
the  hair  of  an  abortive  calf,  which  the  lime  will  turn 
to  be  so  bright  as  to  shine  like  gold :  for  the  wings  of 
this  fly,  the  feather  of  a  brown  hen  is  best.  Wnich 
•fly  is  idso  taken  till  the  tenth  of  JprU. 


APRIL. 

AU  the  same  hackles  and  flies  that  were  taken  in 
Marchf  will  be  taken  in  this  month  also ;  with  this 
•distinction,  only,  concerning  the  flies,*— that  all  the 
browns  be  (apt  with  red  silk,  and  the  duns  with  yellow. 

1.  To  these  [add]  a  Small  Bright  Brown.  Made 
of  spaniel's  fur ;  with  a  light-grey  wing.  In  a  bright, 
day,  and  a  clear  watetr,  is  very  well  taken. 

2.  We  have  too  a  little  (e)  Dark  Brown.    The 


VARIATIONS. 

Jf)  IXaAk  BftOWN.    Dmb  with  th«  hair  of  a  dark  hrown  wpUikH,  or 
:>  that  loolca  niddy  by  heing  eapoted  to  wind  and  waather;   warp 
with  yellow.    Wing,  dan  ttarSng's  feather. 

Tahn/rwrn  iigtiteiii^tM, 

This  is  m  gMd  fy^  mtd  U  h  sum  im  mti  Hmirti  lui  *•  wirUAie  im  its 
hutt  ^  '^  siOSMi  sdwuusSf  thai  it  rtquirts  the  dostst  dMemtiom  t9  tke  mm* 
turmi  Jiyf  fo  mdapt  tb4  ataUrials  /or  mtaAing  it  arti/Uiaifyy^vhiik  is  mlsm 
ths  CSS4  tntk  thg  ^iolmt  or  mslfHoUured  dmm.  iVben  this  fy  first  appears^ 
it  is  miarly  of  a  Auolatt  toUmr ;  from  vriish,  iy  tht  middle  of  May,  it 
km*  hm  ohtrvid  It  itmmtt  $m  mimimst  m  lemim  mtitmr  :  Nortborm  ms^i4rs  $mU 
B  B  3 
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dubbing   of  that  colour,   and  some   violet    camlet 
mixt ;  and  the  wing,  of  a  grey  feather  of  a  maUard* 

3.  From  the  sixth  of  this  month  to' the  tenth,  we 
have  also  a  fly  called  the  Violbt-Fly.  Made  of 
a  daii^  violet  stuff;  his  wings,  of  the  grey  feather 
of  a  mallard. 

4.  About  the  twelfth  of  this  month  comes  in  the 
fly  called  the  Whirling-Dun  (/)  which  is  taken  every 
day,  about  (he  mid-time  of  day,  all  this  month  throusk^ 
and,  byfUsy  from  thence  to  the  end  of  June.  Ana  is 
commonly  made  of  the  down  of  a  fox-cub,  which  is 
of  an  ash  colour  at  the  roots,  next  the  skin ;  and  ribbed 
about  with  yellow  silk :  the  wingSj  of  the  pale  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

5.  There  is  also  a  Yellow  Dttn  (^).  The  dub- 
Ung  of  camel's  hair,  and  yellow  camlet— or  wool— 
mixt ;  aiul  a  white  grey  wing. 

6.  There  is  also,  this  month,  another  Littlr 
Br#wn,  besides  that  mentioned  before.  Made  with 
a  very  slender  body ;  the  dubbing  of  dark  brown, 
and  violet  camlet  mixt ;  and  a  ^rey  wing.  Which, 
though  the  direction  for  the  making  be  near  the  other, 
is  yet  another  fly,  and  will  take  when  the  other  will 
not,  especially  in  a  bright  day,  and  a  clear  water. 

7.  About  the  twentieth  of  this  month  comes  in  a 
fly  called  the  Horse-flesh  Flt.  The  dubbing  of 
which,  is  a  blue  mohair,  with  pink-colottied,  and  red^ 

VARUTION$. 

Hy  hy  vttty  •/  mhumty  iU  dark  brown;  9lhen  call  St  tbt  Ibar-wbged 
brown :  it  basfiur  w»gt  tyimg  fat  m  iU  kteif  sMUthimg  Umgtr  A€m  tk* 
Mf  nvbich  h  Umpsb^  htt  mtt  taptr,  Tkh  fy  it  mmde  m  m  maiUth 
bttky  «/s.  N:  8,  tfr  9. 

f/)  jLiTTLB  Wbielxno  Don.    The  bodT  foz-cvb,  andftUtdeliglit- 


ruddy- 


brown  mixed:  warp  with  grey  or  mddy  «Ik;  a  nd  hacUe 


the  wing  \  wing,  of  a  land-ni]«  or  ruddy  brown  chi^en  which  ia  better. 

A  kUling  Jh  im  a  Uutttrimg  iay^  t  tbt  Great  whirling  don  it  im  tbi 
tmeningf  ami /att  at  mgbt. 

(g)  Ybllo  w  Dun.  Dub  with  a  mall  qnantity  of  pale  yellow  crewel 
nixed  with  fox-cub  down  from  the  tail,  and  warp  with  yeUow;  wingi  of 
a  paliih  starling's  feather. 

Taktnfrtm  tight  to  ttevtttt  end  from  fws  ttftkr* 

SeemoK  of  therrffew  Btm  in  the  Appcndisy  No.  IV. 
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tammy  mixt;  a  lieht  coloured  wing;  and  a  dark 
brown  head.  This  fly  is  taken  best  in  an  evening  ;  and 
kills  from  two  hours  before  sun-set  tiU  twilight;  and  is 
taken  the  month  through . 


MAY. 

And  now,  Sir,  that  we  are  entering  into  the  month 
of  May,  I  think  it  requbite  to  beg  not  only  your  at- 
tention, but  also  your  best  patience ;  for  I  must  now  be 
a  little  tedious  with  you,  and  dwell  upon  this  month 
longer  than  ordinary ;  which  that  vou  may  the  better 
endure,  I  must  tell  you,  this  month  deserves  and  re- 
quires to  be  insisted  on ;  forasmuch  as  it  alone,  and  the 
next  following,  afford  more  pleasure  to  the  fly-angler 
than  all  the  rest-  And,  here,  it  is  that  you  are  to  ex- 
pect an  account  of  the  Green-drake,  and  Slone-flv,  pro- 
mised you  so  long  ago ;  and,  some  others  that  are 
peculiar  to  this  mouth  and  part  of  the  month  follow- 
Sg,  and  that,  though  not  so  great  either  in  bulk  or 
name,  do  yet  stand  in  competition  with  the  two  before- 
named,— and,  so,  that  it  is  yet  undecided,  amongst  the 
anglers,  to  which  of  the  pretenders  to  the  title  of  the 
May.fly,  it  does,  property  and  duly,  hdang.  Neither 
dare  I,  where  so  many  of  the  learned  in  thw  art  of 
angling  are  got  in  dispute  about  the  controversy,  take 
UTOU  me  to  determine:  but  I  think  I  ought  to  have  a 
vote  amongst  them;  and  according  to  that  privilege, 
shall  give  you  my  free  opinion ;  and  peradventure  when 
I  bave  told  you  all,  you  may  incline  to  think  me  m  the 

Viat.  I  bare  so  great  a  deference  to  your  judgment 
in  these  matters,  that  I  must  always  be  of  your  op». 
nion ;  and  the  more  yon  speak,  the  fester  I  grow  io  my 
attention,  for  1  can  never  be  weary  of  hearing  you  upon 
this  subject.  .  ,       a  a 

Pise.  Why  that's  encouragement  enough.  And 
now  prepare  yourself  for  a  tedious  lecture:  but  I  wiU 
first  Win  with  the  flies  of  less  esteem,  though  almost 
any  thSg  wUl  take  a  Trout  in  May,  that  I  may  after- 

B  b4: 
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i?ards  insist  the  longer  upon  those  of  greats  note  and 
reputation.  Know  therefore,  that  the  first  fly  yre  take 
notice  of  in  this  month,  is  called 

1.  The  Turket-Flt.  The  dubbing  rarelled  out 
of  some  blue  stuff,  and  lapt  about  with  jellow  silk;  the 
wings,  of  a  grey  mallard  s  feather* 

2.  Next,  a  Great  Hackle,  or  Palmer-Fly. 
With  a  Yellow  bo^y  ribbed  with  ^old-twist ;  and  large 
"wings  of  a  mallarcrs  feather  dyed  yellow ;  with  a  red 
capon's  hackle,  over  all. 

3.  Then,  a  Black  Flt.  The  duUnng,  of  a  black 
spaniel's  fur;  and  the  wings,  of  a  grey  mallard's 
feather. 

*  4.  After  that,  a  Ltght  Brown.  With  a  slender 
body ;  the  dubbing  twirled  upon  small  red  silk,  and 
raised  with  the.  point  of  a  needle,  that  the  ribs  or  rows 
of  silk  may  appear — through  the  wings,  of  the  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

5.  Next  a  Little  Dur.  The  dabbing,  of  abear*s 
dim  whirled  npon  yellow  silk;  the  wings^  of  the  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

G.  Then  a  White  Gkat  ;  with  a  pale  wing,  and  a 
blackhead. 

7.  There  is  also  in  this  month  a  fly  called  the  Pba- 
cock-Fly.     The  body,  made  of  a  whirl  of  a  peacock's 
feather ;   with  a  red  head ;  and  wings,  of  a  mallard's  j 
feather,   .  I 

8.  We  have  then  another  very  killing  fly,  known  by 
Ihe  name  of  the  Dun-Cut  {'h).  The  dubbing  of  which 
is  a  bear's  dun,  with  a  little  blue  and  yellow  mixt  with 
it ;  ti  Inrgc  dun  wing  ;  and  two  horns  at  tl^  head,  made 
of  the  hiiirs  of  a  squirrers  tail. 

9.  The  next  is  the  Cow-Ladt,  a  little  fly.  The 
body,  of  a  ^cock's  feather ;  the  wing,  of  a  red  fea- 
ther— or,  strips  of  the  red  hackle— of  a  cock. 

10.  We  have,  then,  the  Cow-Duno  fly.  The  dub- 
bing light  brown  and  yellow,  mixt ;  the  wing,  the  dark  ' 

(bj  DuH-CvT,    Dub  with  bear's-cub  fur,  znA  a  littk  yellow  and  grcea  ' 

crewel ;  warp  with  yellow  or  green.    Wing,  of  a  laod-imil. 

Totvardf  ihi  totning  vf  a  rlewtry  rfrjr,  a  grtM  MiNtr,  i 
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frey  feather  of  a  mallard.  And  note,  That,  besides 
these  aboye-mentioned,  all  the  same  hackles  and  flies— 
the  hackles  only  brighter,  and  the  flies  smaller-»that  also 
are  taken  in  Jprily  will  also  be  taken  this  month ;  aa 
all  browns  and  duns.  And  now  I  come  to  my  Stone* 
fiy  and  Green^rake;  which  are  the  matadores  for 
l^ront  and  Grayling,  and  in  their  season  kill  more  fish 
in  our  Derbyshire  rivers,  than  all  the  rest,  past  and  io^ 
come,  ijk  the  whole  year  besides. 

But  first  I  am  to  tell  you,  that  we  have  four  sereral 
flies  which  contend  for  the  title  of  the  May-Jly^ 
namely. 

The  Greem-Drake, 
.  The,  Stonb-Fly^ 
The  Black-Flt,  and 
The  Little  Yellow  May-Fly. 

And  all  these  have  their  champions  and  advocates,  to 
dispute  and  plead  their  priority :  though  I  do  not  un« 
deirstand  why  the  two  last  named  should ;  the  first  two 
having,  so  manifestly,  the  advantage,  both  in  their 
beauty,  and  the  wonderful  execution  they  do  in  their 


11.  Of  these  the  Green-Drake  corned  in  about  the 
twentieth  of  this  month,  or  betwixt  that  and  the  latter 
end ;  for  they  are  sometimes  sooner,  and  sometimes 
later,  according  Xo  the  quality  of  the  year ;  but  never 
well  taken  till  towards  the  end  of  this  months  and 
ihe  beginning  of  June.  The  Stone-Fly  comes  much 
sooner,  so  early  as  the  middle  of  Aprils  but  is  never 
well  taken  till  towards  the  middle  of  May ;  and  con- 
tinues to  kill,  much  longer  than  the  green-drake  stays 
with  us,  so  long  as  to  the  end  almost  otjune^ — and, 
indeed,  so  long  as  there  are  any  of  them  to  be  seen 
upon  tne  water,  and,  sometimes,  in  an  artificial  fly — 
and  late  at  night,  or  before  sunrise  in  a  morning — 
longer. 

Now  both  these  flies— ^nd  I  believe,  many  others, 
though  I  think  not  all — are  certainly  and  demonstra- 
tively bred  in  the  very  Hvers  where  they  are  taken; 
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our  cadis  or  cod-bait,  which  lie  under  stones  in  the 
bottom  of  the  water,  most  of  them  turning  into  those 
two  flies ;  and — being  gathered  in  the  husk,  or  crost, 
near  the  time  of  their  maturity — are  very  easily  known 
and  distinguished ;  and  are,  of  all  other  the  most  re* 
markable,  both  for  their  size,  (as  being  of  all  other 
the  biggest,  the  shortest  of  them  being  a  full  inch  lonf 
or  more,)  and  for  the  execution  they  do^  the  Trout  aM 
Grayling  being  much  more  gntdy  of  them,  than 
of  any  others  :  and,  indeed,  the  Trout  never  feeds  fat, 
nor  comes  into  his  perfect  season^  till  these  flies  come 
in. 

Of  these,  the  Green-drake  never  discloses  from  his 
husk,  ^till  he  be,  first,  there  grown  to  full  maturity, 
body,  wings,  and  all :  and,  then,  he  creeps  out  of  his 
cell,— ^but  with  his  wings  so  crimpt  and  ruffled,  by  be* 
ing  prest  together  in  that  narrow  room,  that  they  are, 
for  some  hours,  totally  useless  to  him;  by  which  means, 
he  is  compelled  either  to  creep  upon  the  flags,  sedges, 
and  blades  of  grass — if  his  first  rising  fromUie  bottom 
of  the  water,  be  near  the  banks  of  the  river— *till  the  air 
and  sun  stiffen  and  smooth  them  [his  whtgs:']  OTy  if  his 
first  appearance  above  water  happen  to  w  in  the  mid« 
die,  he,  then,  lies  upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  like  a 
ship  at  hull,  (for  his  feet  are  totally  usdess  to  him  there, 
and  he  cannot  creep  upon  the  water  as  the  *ston^fly 
can,)  until  his  wings  have  got  stiffness  to  fiy  with :  (if 
b^  some  Trout  or  Gravling lie  be  not  taken  in  the  inte- 
rim, which  ten  to  one  tie  is :)  and,  then,  his  wings  stand 
high,  and  closed  exact  upon  his  back,  like  the  butter- 
fly ;  and  his  motion,  in  flying,  is  the  same*  His  body 
—-is,  in  some,  oif  a  paler,  in  others,  of  a  darker  yellow, 
(for  they  are  not  all  exactly  of  a  colour,)  ribbed  with 
rows  of  green — long,  slender,  and  growing  sharp  to- 
wards the  tail ;  at  the  end  of  which,  he  has  three  long 
small  whisks  of  a  very  dark  colour,  almost  black ;  ai^ 
his  tail  turns  up  towards  his  back,  likeamallard, — ^firom 
whence,  questionless,  he  has  his  name  of  the.Gioen- 
drake,  ThesCy  as  1  thmk  I  told  you  before,  we  com- 
monly dape,  or  dibble  with ;  and  having  gathered  great 
store  of  them  into  a  long  draw-box,  witu  holes  in  the 
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coyer  to  give  them  air ;  where  also  they  mil  continue 
fresh  and  Yigorons*  a  night  or  more ;  we  take  them 
out,  thence>  by  the  wings:  And  bait  them,  fb  us,  upoa 
the  hook; — ^we  first  ti&e  one  (for  we  commonly  fish 
with  two  of  them  at  a  time,)  ^d  putting  the  point  of 
the  hook  into  the  thickest  part  of  his  bray,  under  one 
of  his  wings,  run  it  directly  through,  and  out  at  the 
other-  side,  leaving  him  spitted,  cross,  upon  the  hook ; 
and  then  takine  tne  other^  put  jiim  on  after  the  same 
manner,  but  with  his  head  the  contrary  way  :  in  which 
posture  they  will  live  upon  the  hook,  and  play  with 
their  wings,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more.  But  you 
must  haye  a  care  to  keep  their  wings  dry,  both  from  Che 
water,  and  also  that  your  fingers  be  not  wet  when 
you  take  them  out  to  bait  them,  for  then  your  bait  is 
spoiled. 

Hayinff  now  told  you,  how  to  angle  with  this  fly 
atiye, — ^Tain  now  to  tell  you  next.  How  to  make  an  ar* 
tificial  fly  ;  that  will  so  perfectly  resemble  him,  as  to  be 
taken  f  by  the  fish]  in  a  rough  windy  day — when  no 
flies  can  lie  upon  the  water,  nor  are  to  be  found  about 
the  banks  and  sides  of  the  riyer-- 4o  a  wonder ;  and  with 
which  you  shall,  certainly,  kill  the  best  Trout  and 
Graylmg  in  the  riyer. 

The  artificial  Green-drake,  (t)  then,  is  made  upon  a 
lai]^e  hook :  the  dubbing  camel's  hair,  bright  bear's 
hair,  the  soft  down  that  is  combed  from  a  host's  bris- 
tles, and  yellow  camlet,  well  mixed  together :  the  body 
long,  and  ribbed  about  with  green  silk  (or  mther  y^ 
low)  waxed  with  green  wax  :  the  whisks  of  the  tail— of 
the  lon^  hairs  of  sables,  or  fitcbet :  and  the  wings, — of 
the  white-gray  feather  of  a  mallard,  dyed  yellow,  which 
9ho  is  to  be  dyed  thus: 

VARIATIONS. 

(t)  OxttN-DtAKt,  or  Mat-Flt.  The  bodv  of  KaTt  fur,  or  jellow 
moknir,-^  little  cub-fox  down,— and  hog's  wool,  or  light  brown  troai  a 
Tiirkef<aipet,  mazed ;  warp  with  pale  yellow ;  pale  yellow,  or  red  cock'« 
hackle,  nnder  thewinn;  wings,  of  a  mallard's  feather  dyed  yellow; 
three  whiaki,  in  his  tail,  from  a  sable  muff. 

Tak$n  all  dajy  hut  ihiifty/rtm  ivfo  to  four  In  tb«  afterttoou^ 
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Take  the  root  of  a  barbary  tretj  and  shave  it :  and 
put  to  it  woody  vissj  xsnth  as  much  aUum^  as  a  walnut : 
and  hoil  your  feathers,  in  it,  with  rcAnrwater;  and  they 
will  be  q/'  a  very  fine  yellow. 

I  have  now  done  with  tb.e  Grcen^diake^  exoeptiog  to 
tell  70U,  that  he  is  taken  at  all  hours,  during  bis  season, 
whilst  there  is  any  day  upon  the  sky.  And  with  a 
ixiade-fly  I,  once,  took —ten  days  after  he  was  absolutely 
poue,  in  a  cloudy  day,  after  a  shower,  and  in  it 
viiistliniT  wind — ^five  and  thirty  very  great  Trouts  and 
III  •  lings  betwixt  five  and  eWht  of  the  clock  in  the 
<  V ' .  mr :  and  had  no  less  than  five  or  six  flies,  with  three 
f'fou  hairs  a  piece,  taken  from  xnein  despite  of  my 
heart,  besides. 

12.  1  should  now  come  next  to  the  Stone-fly :  but 
there  is  another  gentleman  in  my  way,  that  must  of 
necessity  come  in  between,  and  that  is  the  Gbct« 
Drake;  which,  in  all  shapes  and  dimensions,  is  per- 
fectly the  same  with  the  other,— but  quite  almost  of 
another  colour,  being  of  a  paler,  and  more  livid,  yel- 
low and  green,  and  ribbed  with  black  quite  down  hm 
body;  with  black  shining  wings;  and  so  diaphanous 
and  tender,  (cobweb  like,)  that  they  are  of  no  maimer  of 
use  for  daping  :  But  come  in,  and  are  taken  afi^er  th^ 
green-drake,  and  in  an  artificial  fly  kill  very  well ; 
which  fly  is  thus  made  (k) :  the  dubbing,  of  the  down 
of  a  hog's  bristles,  and  black  spaniel's  fur,  mixed ; 
and  ribbed,  down  the  body,  with  bhick  silk;  the 
whisks,  of  the  hairs  of  the  b!eard  of  a  black  cat ;  and 
the  wings,  of  the  black  grey  feathear  of  a  mallard. 

And  now  I  come  to  the  Stone-Flt  :  but  am  afraid, 
1  have  already  wearied  your  patience;  which  if  I  have, 


VARIATIONS. 

(i)  ORST«I)ftAKK.  The  body,  oLan  abioliite-whtte oatrich  feather; 
the  end  of  the  body  towards  the  tail,  of  peacock's  herl :  warping,  of  an 
aih-colour,  with  silver  twitt,  and  black  nacUe;  wing,  of  a  dm  grey 
feather  of  a  mallard. 

jf  vnykiliingfy,  etfitiafly  tiwsrdi  ibt  tvtnittgi  v/htnthtftb  angUttd 
math  the  grHw4rakt* 
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I  lieseech  yoiiy  freely  tell  me  so,— >and  I  will  defer  the 
remaining  instructions  for  flj^aiigling  till  some  other 
time. 

Viat.  No,  truly,  Sir:  I  can  never  be  weary  of 
hearing  you.  But  if  you  think  fit— because,  1  am 
afraid,  1  am  too  troubIe8ome-«-4o  refresh  yourself 
with  a  glass  and  a  pipe,  you  may  afterwards  proceed  ; 
and  1  shall  be  exceedmgly  pleased  to  hear  you. 

Pi$c.  I  thank  you,  Sir,  for  that  motion;  for,  be« 
lieve  mc,  I  am  dry  with  talking, — ^Here,  boy !  give  uii 
here  a  bottle  and  a  glass. — ^And ,  Sir,  my  service  to  you^ 
and  to  all  our  friends  in  the  South. 

Viat.  Your  servant.  Sir.  And  TU  pledge  you  a« 
heartily;  for  the  good  powdered-beef  I  eat  at  dinner^ 
ot  tomctbing  else^  has  made  me  thirsty. 
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jellow  on  the  belly  and  towards  the  tail,  onderneatb, 
than  in  any  other  part;  and  you  are.to  place  two  or 
three  hairs  of  a  black  cat*s  beard  on  the  top  of  yoar 
hook,  in  your  arming,  so  as  to  be  turned  up,  when 
you  warp^on  yonr  dubbing',  and  to  stancf  almost 
upright,  and  staring  one  from  another;  and  note, 
that  your  fly  is  to  be  ribbed  with  yellow  silk ;  and  the 
wings  long,  and  very  large,  of  the  dark-grey  feather  of 
a  mallard^ 

14.  The  next  May-fly  is  the  Black-Flt.  Made 
with  a  black  body,  of  the  whirl  of  an  ostrich-feather, 
ribbed  with  silver-twist;  and  the  black  hackle  of  a 
cock  over  all;  and  is  a  killing  fly,  but  not  to  be 
■amed  with  either  of  the  other. 

15.  The  last  May-fly  that  is  of  the  four  pretenders  *, 
k  the  Little  Yellow  Mat-Flt  ;  in  shape  exactly 
the  same  with  the  Green-drake,  but  a  very  little  one, 
and  of  as  bright  a  vellow  as  can  be  seen :  which  is 
nade  of  a  bright  yellow  camlet,  and  the  wings,  of  a 
white-grey  feather  dyed  yellow. 

16.  The  last  fly  for  this  month ^  and  which  con* 
tinues  all  June^  though  it  comes  in  the  middle  of 
May ;  is  the  fly  calloJ  the  Camlet-Fly — in  shape 
like  a  moth,  with  fine  diapered,  or  water  wings— and 
tfith  which,  as  I  told  you  before,  I  sometimes  used  \o 
dibble ;  and  Gra^lii^  will  rise  mightily  at  it.  Bnt  the 
artificial  fly,  which  is  only  in  use  amongst  our  anglers, 
k  made  of  a  dark- brown  shining  camlet;  ribbed  over 
with  a  very  small  light-^reen  silk  ;  the  wings,  of  the 
double-grey  feather  of  a  mallard :  and  it  is  a  kiilhig 
fly  for  small  fish.     And  so  much  for  May. 


JUNE. 

From  the  first  to  (he  four  and  twentieth,  the  Green- 
drake  and  Stone-fly  are  taken,  as  I  told  you  before. 
1.  From  the  twelfth  to  the  four  and  twentieth,  late 

•  Sec  «ite,  pa.  4SL 


•t  ni^bt,  it  takea  a  fly»  called  the  Ovi^flt  (/) :  the 
dubbing,  of  a  nhite  weasel's  tail ;  and  a  white-grey 
-wing. 

i.  We  have  then  another  dun,  called  the  Barm- 
Fly,  from  its  yeasty  colour.  The  dubbing,  of  the 
fur  of  a  jellow-dun  cat ;  and  a  grey  wing,  of  a  mal- 
lard*s  feather. 

S.  We  have  also  a  HAcKi.fi ;  with  a  purpte  body, 
whipt  about  with  a  red  capon's  feather. 

4.  As  also  a  Gold-Twist  Hackle  :  irith  a  purple 
body,  whlpt  about  with  a  red  capon*s  feather. 

5.  To  these — ^we  have,  this  month,  a  Flesh-Fx^t* 
The  dubbins;  of  a  black  spaniers  iiir,  and  blue  wool, 
BUKod;  ana  a  ffiey  wing. 

.  6.  Also  another  little  Flesh-Flt.  The  bod^  made 
of  the  whirl  of  a  peacock's  feattier ;  and  the  wmgs,  of 
the  grey  feather  or  a  drake. 

7.  We  have,  then,  the  Pbacock-Flt.  The  body 
and  wing,  both,  made  of  the  feather  of  tliat  bird. 

8.  There  is  also  the  flying^ant,  or  Ant-Flv.  The 
dubbing,  of  brown  and  red  camlet  mixed;  with  a 
ligfat*ffrey  wing. 

9.  We  have  likewise  a  Bkown  Gkat  ;  with  a  very 
dender  body,  of  brown  and  violet  camlet  well  mi3(ed ; 
and  a  light»grey  wing. 

10.  Aad  another  little  Black  Gnat  (m).  The 
dubbing,  of  bla«k  mohair ;  and  a  wbit^  grey  wing. 

11.  As  ako  a  6bebn*Grasshoppbr.  The  dub* 
bing,  of  green  and  yellow  wool  mixed,  ribbed  over 
iri&  green  silk ;  and  a  red  capon's  feather  over  all. 

VARIATIONS. 

(/)  White  Millir,  or  Owl-Flt.  The  body,  of  white  ostrich 
herl,  white  hackle,  and  ailver-twitt,  if  you  pl«»ae;  wing  of  the  white 
feather  of  a  tame  duck. 

TaJUn  frmm  iuwitt   tUi  Um  ai  mi^t,    dad  fnm  two  f  fiur  in  ih$ 


(m)  Black  Gnat.  The  body  extremely  mall,  of  black  mohair, 
•paaiel't  [furl  or  ortrioh  fnthar;  wing,  of  the  Ughteat  pari  of  »  ttariing 
or  mallard's  lieather. 

AvHjMUUttgfymmivmhft  tfier  •  tUwtr^  m  f^  rivers ;  dt  h  i)cr» 
hytbift  wr  Walci. 

C  C 
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!9.  And,  lastly,  a  little  Dun  Geasshoppeic.  The 
body  slender,  made  of  a  dva  camlet}  and  a  dan 
lackle  at  the  top. 


JULY. 

,  First,  all  the  small  iSies  that  were  taken  in  Junt^  are 
also  taken  in  this  month. 

1.  We  have  then  the  Orange  Flt  (n).  The  dab- 
bing, of  orange  wool ;  and  the  wing,  of  a  bkck  fea- 
ther. 

S.  Also  a  little  White  Dun.  The  body  made  of 
white  mohair;  and  the  wingS|  blue,  of  a  heion'a 
feather. 

3.  We  have  likewisey  this  month,  a  Wasp  Fly* 
Made  either  of  a  dark  brown  dubbing,  or  else  the  fur 
of  H  black  cat's  tail,  ribbed  about  with  yellow  silk; 
and  the  wing,  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mallard. 

4.  Another  fly  taken  this  month  is  a  Black 
Hackle.  The  body  made  of  the  whirl  of  a  peacock's 
feather ;  and  a  black  hackle-feather,  on  the  top. 

5.  We  have  also  another.  Made  of  a  peacock's 
whirl;  without  wings. 

6.  Another  fly  also  is  taken  this  month,  called  the 
Shell*Flt.  The  dubbing,  of  yellow-green  Jersey 
wool,  and  a  little  white  hog's  hair  mixed ;— which  i 
call  the  palm-fly,  and  do  believe  it  is  taiken  for  a 
palm,  that  drops  off  the  willows  into  the  water.  For 
this  .fly,  I  have  seen  Trouts  take  little  pieces  of  moss, 
as  they  have  s:wam  down  the  river ;  by  which  I  con- 
clude that  the  best  way  to  hit  the  right  colour,  is  to 
compare  your  dubbing  with  the  moss,  and  mix  the 
colours  as  near  as  you  can* 

7.  Thcie  is  also  taken,  tbb  month,  a  Black  Blue 

VARIATIONS. 

(m)  OftANot-FLT.  The  body  of  raw  oran^  >tlk,  with  a  red  or 
black  hackle ;  .gold  twiit  may  be  added,  warp  with  orange. 

Takm  whem  the  M^y/fy  it  almost  over^  tad  aUo  U  tbt  tnd  of  Jmity  afe* 
aaliy  in  tot  gloomy  matber. 
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D^N.  .The  dubbiog^  of  the  fur  of  a  black  rabbet  raixt 
with  a  little  yellow ;  the  wings^  of  the  feather  of  a  blue 
pigeon's  wing. 


AUGUST. 

The  same  flies  with  Julyi 

1.  Then  another  Ant-Flt.  The  dubtbin^t  of  t^e 
bla^k  {ntow;!  hair  of  a  cow;  :^me  red  warpt-ia  for  the 
tag  of  hb  tail ;  and  a  dark  wing.    A  killing  fly. 

S.  Next,  a  fly  called  the  Fern-Flt.  The  dub- 
bing,  of  the  fur  of  a  hare's  neck,  that  is  of  the  colour  of 
fern,  or  brackoi ;  with  a  darkish  grey  wing  of  a  mal- 
lard's feather.    A  killer,  too. 

.  3.^  Besides  these  we  have  a  White  Hackle.  The 
body,  of  white  mohair ;  and  warped  about  with  $  white 
hackle*feather:  and  this  is^  assuredly,  taken  for  thistle* 
down. 

4.  We  have  also,  thu  moath,,a  Harrt-L(>ng-Legs 
(o).  The  body  made  of  bear's  dun,  and  blue  wool 
mixt ;  and  a  brown  Jiackle-fea^ther,  overall. 

L^tly,  In  this  month  all  the  same  browns  and  duns 
Are  takeuj  that  were  taken  in  May* 


SEPTEMBER. 

This  months  the  same  flies  are  taken  that  are  taken 
in  jipriL 

1.  To  which,  I  shall  only  add  a  Camel-Brown 
fly.    The  dubbing  pulled  out  of  the  lime  of  a  wall, 

VARIATIONS. 

foj  Ha&&t-Lono-Lxgs.  Made  of  Itriktish  bear*8  hair,  and  a  dunnuh 
hackle;  add  a  few  hairs  of  lieht  blue  mcmair,  and  a  little  fox-cub  down: 
warp  with  light-grey  or  pale-blue  silk;  the  head,  large. 

Tmhm  eti^y  m  a  cUuiy  vfindy  day.  I  have  forwurly^  im  tit  rivers  near 
LtMdnii  had  grtat  tuccett^  fohing  with  a  hug  Uttt%  and  &e  head  »f  this  iMiett 
wly*    '  '  ■ 

c  e  9 


41f  THB  OOMPLBTB  ilNOLEB.  fAET  If. 

whipt  about  with  red  silk;   and  a  darkish  giey  nal* 
lardS  feather,  for  the  jffintt. 

S.  And  one  other  for  wnich  vre  have  no  name:  bat  it 
is  made  of  the  black  hair  of  a  badger's  skin,  mixed  witli 
the  yellow  softest  down  of  a  sanded  hog. 

OCTOBER. 

The  same  flies  ai«  taken  this  month  that  were  taken  in 
Harch. 


NOVEMBER. 

The  same  flies  that  were  taken  in  FebruMrjff  nt  taken 
this  month  also. 


DECEMBER. 

Few  men  angle  with  the  fly  this  months  no  more  than 
they  do  in  Janu&ry :  but  yet,  if  the  weather  be  wann,  as 
I  have  known  it  sometimes  in  my  life  to  hcj  even  in  this 
cold  country,  where  it  is  least  expected, — ^then,  a  brown 
that  looks  red  in  the  hand,  and  yellowish  betwixt  your 
eye  and  the  sun,  wiUboth  raise  and  kill  in  a  clear  water, 
and  free  from  snow-broth :  but,  at  the  best,  it  is  hardly 
worth  a  man's  labour  *• 


*  As  the  f ororoing  directiont  mentjon  only  the  matisials  for  mak* 
i\%  the  arveral  flies,  the  I'eader  may  yet  be  at  a  Ion  both  with  rcne<t  f 
their  roaM  and  sizb:  therefore  we  haTe^  in  Plate  XIII.  gtyen  the  five 
which  may  be  contidered  aa  radical  flies;  and  they  are»  the/qimtr^  Fig.  11» 
thc^rMi  draie^  12,  thtium'^t^  13,  the  hmM^m^fy^  14,  and  the  mMjt,  15. 
The  two  first  are  each  a  species  by  itself;  the  third  is  a  homed  fly;  the 
fourth  has  hackle  under  his  wiags  \  and  the  fifth,  as  most  flies  of  ne  ant- 
kind  have,  hasa  large  bottle-tail;  and  to  one  or  odier  of  these  figures,  it  it 
imagined  all  flies  are  reducible. 

In  adjusting  their  different  sices,  it  must  be  <rtNrocd  there  is  great  difli- 
culty ;  all  that  can  be  said  is,  that  the  figures  11  and  18,  <Slubit  the 
usual  size  of  the  pahncr,  the  green  and  grey-drake:   Fig.  \%  may  tent 
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And  now^  Sir,  I  have  done  vfiih  Fly-foUnf ,  or 
Aogline-at-the-top,-— excepting,  once  more,  to  tell 
youy  Taat  of  all  these,  and  1  have  named  you  a  great 
many  very  kiUiog;  flies,  none  are  fit  to  be  compared 
with  the  Drake  and  Ston&-fljr,  both  for  many  and  very 
great  fish ;  and  yet  there  are  some  days,  that  are  by  no 
means  proper  tor  the  sport.  And  in  a  calm  yon  shall 
not  have  near  so  much  sport,  even  with  daping,  as  in 
a  whistling  gale  of  irind ;  for  two  reasons,  toth  be- 
cause you  are  not  then  so  easily  discovered  by  the  fisb, 
and  abo  because  there  are  then  but  few  flies  (hat  can  lie 
upon  the  water ;  for  where  they  have  so  much  choice, 
you  may  easily  imagine  they  will  not  be  so  eager  and 
forward  to  rise  at  a  bait  {hat  both  the  shadow  of 
your  body^  and  that  of  your  rod,  nay,  of  your  very 
Une-o-in  a  not,  calm  day-«-wiU,  in  spite  of  yonr  best 
caution,  render  suspected  to  them :  but  even  Uien — ^in 
•wifi  streams,  or  by  sitting  down  patiently  behind  a 
willow  bush^m-you  shall  do  more  execution,  than  at 
almost  any  other  time  of  the  year  with  any  other  fly  : 
though  one  may,  soaietimes«  hit  of  a  day  when  he  shall 
come  home  very  well  satisfied  with  sport,  with  several 

ss  a  tpcdiMB  for  mott  lies  that  ire  apt  directtd  t^  W  made  large;  and 
whan  directions  are  ffiren  to  make  the  fly  woaUy  the  reader  if  to  conidcr 
fig.  14,  at  an  example.    Onatt  cannot  be  made  too  «na)l. 

Some,  in  making  a  fly,^work  it  upon  and  fiuten  it  immediately  to 
die  hoob-Unk,  whrawr  it  be  of  g«t»  mm,  or  hair :  others  whip,  on  the 
•hank  of  the  hook*  a  atiff  hog't  briitk  bent  intpa  )oop;  and  concenuag 
thme  methode  there  are  diShfcnt  opinione. 

I  oonlMi  the  latter,  except  for  mall  flifw,  feeme  to  me  the  more 
eligible  way:  and  it  hat  thit  advanfa^,  that  it  cnablet you  u>k*epymir 
fits  im  tmf^Kt  mrder^^to  do  which,  ftnng  them,  etch  tpeciet  teparately^ 
through  the  loops,  upon  a  finie  -piece  of  ^a^gut,  of  about  teren  inches 
long;  and  ttring  a]tp,  therepn,  throurh  ^  large  pin  hole,  a  very  tmall 
ticket  of  parchment,  with  the  name  ot\he  fij  written  on  it :  tie  the  cat- 
gut into  a  ring :  and  lay  them  in  round  flat  boaet,  with  paper  between 
each  ring.  And  when  yon  ute  them^  having  a  neat  loop  at  the  lower 
«nd  of  yofif  jiooki?hnk,  yon  may  put  them  on  and  take  them  ofl*  at 


In  the  other  way«  you  are  troubled  with  a  great  length  of  hook-lmk, 
wlttch,  if  yon  put  even  but  few  fliet  together,  it  «nre  to  tangle,  and  oc- 
ca«oo  great  trouble  and  lost  of  time.  And  at  lo  an  objection  which 
aome  nuke  to  a  loop,  that  the  flih  tee  it,  and  thciifore  will  not  take  thf 
fl^,  you  may  bt  attured there  ianothing  in  it. 

c  c  9. 
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Other  flies.  Bat  with  these  two,  the  ^reen-drake  and 
the  stone  fly,  I  do  verily  believe  I  could,  some  days 
in  my  life,  had  I  not  been  weary  of  slaughter,  have 
loaden  a  lusty  boy ;  and  have  sometimes,  J  do 
honestly  assure  you,  given  over  upon  the  mere  account 
of  satiety  of  sport ;  which  will  be  no  hard  matter  to 
believe,  when  I  likewise  assnre  you,  that  with  this 
very  fly,  I  have,  in  this  very  river  that  runs  by  os» 
in  three  or  four  hours,  laken  thirty,  'five-and*thirty; 
and  forty  of  the  best  Trouts  in  the  river.  What 
shame  and  pity  is  it  then,  that  such  a  river  shoidd  be 
destroyed,  by  the  basest  sort  of  people,  by  those  un- 
lawful ways  of  fire  and  netting  in  tne  night,  and  of 
damming,  groping,  spearing,  hanging,  and  hooking 
by  day ;  which  are  now  grown  so  common,  that 
though  we  have  very  ^ood  laws  to  punish  such  ofend- 
ers,  every  rascal  does  it,  for  aught  1  s^,  tnfptmi. 

To  conclude,  I  cannot  now,  in  honesty,  but  frankly 
tell  you,  that  many  of  these  flies  I  have  named,  at  leitst 
so  made  as  we  make  them  here,  will  preadvcnture  do 
yon  no  great  service  in  your  Southern  rivers  ^ :  and 
will  not  conceal  from  you,  but  that  I  have  sent  flies  to 
several  friends  in  London,  that  for  aught  I  conld  ever 
hear,  never  did  any  great  feats  with  them;  and  tfiere- 
fore  if  you  intend  to  profit  bv  mjr  instructions,'  you 

*  The  reader  may  rett  assared,  that  with  come  or  other  of  thete  fliet 
ially  with  the  fahnen  or  hiukUsy  the  great  ium^  iark»irrwm^  early 


water  in  i^ngland  or  Wales;  always  rememhering,  that  in  a  strange 
water,  he  first  tries  the  plaim^  roU^  tiller ^  and  peat^ek-^ackU,  Of  the' 
truth  of  this,;  he  need  not  douht,  when  he  is  told*  that,  in  the  year 
1754,  a  gentleman,  now  lining*- who  went  into  Wales  to  fish  with  the 
flies,  last  ahoTe-mentiqned,  nude  as  ahove  is  directed— did,  in  about  v^ 
weeks*  time,  kill  near  a  ibmsand  brace  of  Tront  and  Graylinr  i  as  appear^ 
ed  to  him  by  an  account,  in  writing,  which  he  kept  oCeach  dajr's  success. 
In  confirmation  whereof,  and  as  a  proof  how  the  rivers  in  Wales  abound 
with  fish,  the  reader  wHl  find  in  tne'  Appendix,  No.  V;  a  like  account', 
kept  by  another  person,  of -fish,  to  astonishing  amount,  caught  by  him,  i» 
a  series  of  years,  in  some  of  the  Welsh  rivers ;  which  account  was  8en< 
by  him  to  Mr.  Bartholomew  Lowe,  fishing-tackle-maker,  ia  Drury-lan«| 
S4th  Feb.  1766y  and  ia  ioierted  in  his  own  wordt»  .     <  ^* 


«HAP«  vm.        THB  COVPLSTfi  ANGUS.  445 

most  come  to  angle  with  roe  here  in  tbe  Peak.  And 
ao,  if  jon  please,  let  us  walk  up  to  supper ;  and  to* 
morrow,  if  the  day  be  windy,  as  our  days  here  com* 
monly  are,  'tis  ten  to  o^e  bi^t  we  shall  take  a  good  dish 
pf  fish  fordinnerf 


oc  4 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Fly-fishings  in   win^   weather^ .  best   in  the  SUU^ 
Deeps. 

PlSCATOR-JUNIOR, 

A  GOOD  day  to  yoa/ Sir;  I  see  jou  Trill  almyt  bo 
stirring  before  me. 

Viat*  Why,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  am  so  allared 
with  the  sport  1  had  yesterday,  that  I  loiu;  to  be  at  the 
river  again ;  and  when  I  heard  the  wind  sins^  in  my 
chamber  window,  conld  forbear  no  longer,  bat  leap 
out  of  bed ;  and  had  just  made  an  end  of  dressing  my? 
self  as  you  came  in. 

Pise.  -  Well  I  I  am  both  glad  you  are  so  ready.for 
the  day,  and  that  the  day  is  so  fit  for  you.  And  look 
Toul  1  have  made  you  three  or  four  flies,  thb  mom? 
mg;  this  silver^twist  hackle,  this  bears  dun,  this 
light  brown,  and  this  dark  brown ;  any  of  which  I 
dare  say  will  do :  but  vou  may  try  them  all,  and  see 
which  does  best.  Only,  I  must  ask  your  pardon, 
that  I  cannot  wait  upon  you  this  morning,  a  little  bu- 
siness being  fidlen  out,  that  for  two  or  three  hours, 
wUl  deprive  me  of  your  company :  but  Vl\  come 
and  calf  you  home  tp  dinner;  akid  my  man  shall  at? 
tendvou. 

Vtat.  Oh  i  Sir,  mind  your  affairs  by  all  means. 
Do  but  lend  tap  a  little  of  your,  skill  to  these  fine  flies, 
and,  unless  it  have  forsaken  me  since  yesterday,  I  shw 
find  luck  of  my  own,  I  hope,  to  do  something. 

Pise,  The  best  instruction  I  can  give  you,  is,  ThaL 
seeing  the  wind  curls  the  water,  and  blows  the  right 
way,  you  would  now  angle  up  the  still  deep  to-day ; 
for  betwixt  the  rocks  where  the  streams  are,  you  woud 
find  it  now  too  brisk ;  and  besideS|  I  would  have  yo^ 
take  fish  in  both  waters. 
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Viai.  HI  obey  joar  direction ;  and  so  a  good 
morning  to  jou.— Come,  youns  man!  let  yon  and  I 
"vralk  together* — But  hark  yon,  Sir,  I  haye  not  done  with 

Kn  yet;  I  ezoect  another  lesson  for  Angling-at-ti^ 
ttom,  in  the  afternoon. 
f$st:,    WtU^  Sir^  Til  be  ready  for  yai|i. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Directions  how  to  dress  a  Trout  and  6rai/ling. 

.      PiSCATOR-JuNIOR. 

OH !  Sir;  are  you  returned  ?  you  hare  but  just  prc^. 
fcnted  me.    I  was  coining  to  call  you. 

Viai.    I  am  glad  then  |  have  saved  yon  the  labour* 

Pise.     And  how  have  vou  sped  ? 

Viat.  You  shall  see  that,  Sir,  presently;  look  you, 
•  Sfioie  rtie  a  ^^'^^  here  ETe  three*  brace  of  Trouts,  one 
Sfuih  Country  J  J.  ^^  ^^^"1  the  biggcst  but  one  that  ever  I 
kiird  with  a  fly  in  my  life ;  and  yet  t 
lost  a  bi^er  tlian  that,  with  my  fly  to-bopt;  and  here 
fre  three  Graylings,  and  one  of  them  longer  bv.  some 
inches  than  that  1  took  yesterday,  and  yet  I  thought 
Ikat  a  good  one  too. 

Pise*  Why  you  hare  made  a  pretty  good  mom« 
Sng^s  work  on't ;  and  now,  Sir,  what  think  you  of  our 
liver  Dove  ? 

Viat.  I  think  it  to  be  the  best  Trout-river  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  am  so  far  in  love  with  it,  that  if  it  were  mine| 
and  that  I  could  keep  it  to  myself, — I  would  not  ex- 
change that  water,  for  all  the  land  it  runs  over,  to  be 
fotally  debarted  from  it 

Pise.  That  compliment  to  the  river,  speaks  you  ^ 
true  lover  of  the  art  of  tangling.  And  now,  sir,  to  make 
part  of  amends  for  sending  you^  so  uncivilly^  out  alone 
fbis  morning,  I  will  myself  dress  you  this  dish  of  fisba 
lor  jour  dinner :  walk  bi|t  into  the  parlour,  you  will 
find  one  book  or  other  in  the  window,  to  enterbiin  you 
the  while :  and  you  shall  have  it  presently. 

Viat^    Well,  Sir,  I  obey  you. 

Pise.    Look  you,  Sir,  have  I  not  made  haste? 
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Viai.  Believe  me,  Sir,  that  you  have ;  and  it  looks 
powell,  rion^  to  be  at  it. 

Pise*  Fall  to  then ; — now,  Sir,  vhat  say  you,  am  I 
a  tolerable  cook  or  no  ? 

Viat.  So  good  a  oqe,  that  J  did  never  eat  so  good 
£sh  in  my  life. .  This  fish  is  ipfinitely  better  than  any  I 
ever  tasted  of  the  kind  in  my  life, ;  'tis  quite  anptl^ 
thinfi:,  than  our  Tronts  ^bout  London. 

Pise.  You  would  say  so,  if  that  Trout  yQU  eat  of 
were  in  right  season ;  but  pray  eat  of  the  Grayling, 
which,  upon  my  word,  atthi$  time,  is  by  much  the  bet- 
ter fish. 

Viai*  In  earnest,  and  so  it  is*  And.l  have  one  re* 
quest  to  make  to  you,  i^hich  is,  t^at  as  you  have  taifgbt 
me  to  catch  Trout  and  Grayling,  you  will  nqw  teaiji 
me  how  to  dress  them  as  the^  are  drest,  which,  qucs« 
^onless,  is  of  all  other  the  best  wav. 

Pise*  Tl^atl  will.  Sir,  with  all  my  heart;  and  an| 
glad  you  like  them  so  wel|  as  to  make  that  request^ 
And  they  ar<?  drest  thus ; 

Take  your  Trout;  wash,  and  dry  him  with  a  clean 
napkin  ;  then  open  him,  and  having  taken  out  bis  guts, 
and  all  the  bloM,  wipe  him  very  clean  within,  but  wash 
him  not ;  and  give  him  three  scotches,  with  a  knife,  to 
the  bone,  on  one  side  only.  After  which  take  a  clean 
kettle,  and  put  in  af  much  hard  stale  beer,  (but  it  miisi 
hot  be  dead,)  vinegar,  and  a  little  white  wine  and  water, 
as  will  cover  the  fi^h  you  intend  to  boil :  then  throw 
into  the  liquor  a  cood  quantity  of  salt,  the  rind  of  a 
lemon,  a  handful  of  sliced  horse-radish-root,  with  a 
handsome  little  faggot  of  rosemary,  thyme,  and  winter* 
savory.  Then  set  your  kettle  upon  a  quick  fire  of 
inrood :  and  let  your  liquor  boil  up  to  the  height  before 
you  put  in  your  fish :  and  then,  tf  there  be  many,  put 
them  in  one  by  one,  that  they  may  not  so  cool  the  li- 
quor as  to  make  it  falL  And  whilst  your  fish  is  bqiling, 
beat  up  the  butter  for  your  sauce  with  a  ladle-full  or 
two  of  the  liquor  it  is  boilinff  in.  And  being  boiled 
enough,  immediately  pour  tne  liquor  from  tne  fish ; 
and  being  laid  in  a  dish^  pour  your  butter  upon  it ;  and 
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slrewin|f  it  plentifally  oTer  vith  shaded  hone*nM]ish, 
end  a  little  pounded  ginger,  frarnish  jont  sides  of  your 
dish,  and  the  fish  itself,  irith  a  sliced  kraon  or  two; 
and  senre  it  up. 

A  Grayling  is  also  to  be  drest  exactly  after  the  same 
manner;  saying  that  he  b  to  be  scaled,  which  a  Tnrat 
Beyer  is,— and  that  must  be  done  either  with  one's  nails, 
or  very  lightly  and  canefully  with  a  knife,  for  fear  of 
bruising  the  mh.  And  note,  that  these  kinds  of  fish, 
a  Trout  especially,  if  be  is  not  eaten  within  few  or  fiyo 
koors  after  he  be  taken,  is  worth  nothing. 

But  come,  Sir,  I  see  you  haye  dined ;  and  therefore  if 
you  please,  we  will  waik  down  again  to  the  Kttlehonae ; 
aood  there  I  will  read  ygu  ^  lecture^  of  AngliBg-atsthop 
Mtom^ 
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CHAPTER  XL 

Of  Anolihg-at-thb-Bottom  for  Trout  or  GrtnfUftg 
r*-&y  hand^  with  a  running  liae-^wUb  a  cork  0t 
iott.    Various  baits. 

Viator^ 

SO^  Sir,  now  we  are  here,  and  set, — let  me  have  mj 
instructions  for  Angling,  for  Trout  and  Grayling,  at* 
the-bottom ;  which  though  not  so  easy,  so  cleanly,  nor^ 
as  'tis  said,  so  nnteel  a  way  of  fishing  as  with  a  fly,  is 
yet,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  sood  holding  way,  and  takes 
fish  when  nothinec  else  will. 

Pisc.^u.  You  are  in  die  rigM,  it  does  so  t  and 
a  worm  is  so  snrea  bait,  di  all  times,  that,  excepting  ia 
a  flood,  I  would  I  had  laid  f  me]  a  thousand  pounds 
that  I  did  not  kill  fish,  more  or  less  with  it,  winterer 
summer,  every  day  throughout  the  year ;  those  days 
always  excepted,  that  upon  a  more  serious  account 
always  ouebt  so  to  be.  But  not  lon^  to  delay  yon, 
I  will  begm :  and  tell  you,  that  AngUng-at-the'Dottom 
is  also,  commonly  J  of  two  sorts ;  and  yet  there  is  athind 
way  of  angline  widi  a  ^ound-bait,  and  to  very  great 
efect  too,  as  shall  be  said  hereafter,  namely,  by  hand^ 
or  with  a  cork  or  float* 

That  we  call  Angling  by  hand,  is  of  tfiree  sorts. 

The  first,  with  a  line  about  half  the  length  of  the  rod, 
a  good  weighty  plumb,  and  three  hairs  next  the  hook, 
which  we  call  a  running-line;  and  with  one  large 
brandling,  or  a  dew  worm  of  a  moderate  siz&— or  two 
small  ones  of  the  first,  or  any  other  sort  proper  for]  m, 
Trout,  of  which  my  father  Walton  has  already  given  you 
the  names,  and  saved  me  a  labour— or  inde<3,  almost 
any  worm  whatevet;  for  if  a  Trout  be  in  the  humour 
to  bite,  it  must  be  such  a  worm  as  I  never  yet  saw,  that 
he  will  refuse.    And  if  you  fish  with  two,  you  are  then 
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to  bait  yoar  hook  thus :  You  are,  firsts  to  run  the  poinf 
of  your  hook  in  at  the  very  head  of  your  first  wonn,* 
and  so  down  through  his  body,  till  it  be  past  the  knot, 
—and,  then,  let  it  out :  and  strip  [slip]  the  worm  above 
ihe  arming,  that  you  may  not  bruise  it  with  your 
fingers ;  till  you  have  pat  on  the  other,  by  running 
the  point  of  the  hook  in  below  the  knot,  and  upwar£ 
tiirough  his  body  towards  his  head,  till  it  be  but  jusC 
conrefra  with  the  bead;  which  beins  datiCf  you  are 
then  to  slip  the  first  worm  down  oter  tbe  amfing  agafti^ 
till  the  knots  of  both  worms  meet  together. 

The  second  way  of  angling  by  hand,  and  with  a  run* 
ning-line, — is  with  a  line  something  longer  than  the 
former,  and  with  tackle  made  after  this  sam^  mann^  t 
At  the  utmost  e|Ltremity  of  yonrline,  where  the  hookii 
always  plaeed  in  all  other  ways  of  angling,  you  are  to 
have  a  large  pistol  (or  carbme)  bullet,  into  which  the 
end  of  your  line  is  to  be  fastened — with  a  peg,  or  pin- 
even  and  close  with  the  bullet ;  and,  about  half  a  foot 
above  that,  a  branch  of  line,  of  two  or  three  handiuls 
loijg,  (or  more  for  a  swift  stream,)  with  a  hook  at  the 
end  thereof,  baited  with  some  of  the  forenamed  worms; 
aod,'  another  half  foot  above  that,  another  armed  and . 
baited  after  the  same  manner,— but  with  another  sort  df 
worm,  without  any  lead  at  all  above*:  by  which  means, 
you  will,  always,  certainly  find  the  true  bottom  in  all 
depths;  which  with  the  plumbs  upon  your  line  above, 
you  can  never  do,  but  that  your  bait  mnst  always  drag 
— whilst  you  are  sounding,  whieh  in  this  ^ay  of  angling 
must  hfi  continually— by  which  means  you  are  l\£d  to 
have  more  trouble^  and,  peradventure,  worse  success. 
And  both  these  ways  of  angling-*at-the-*bqttom  are  most 
proper  for  a  dark  and  muddy  water ;  by  reason,  that  in 
such  a  condition  of  the  stream,  a  man  may  stand  as  near 
as  iic  will,  and  neither  his  own  shadow,  nor  the  round* 
ne^  of  his  tackle,  will  hinder  his  sport,* 

The  third  way  of  angling  by  hand  with  a  ground-bait, 
and  by  much  the  best  of  ^  ot^er^  is,— ^wiin  a  line  full 
as  long,  or  a  yard  and  half  loneer  than  your  rod ;  with 
no  more  than  one  hair  next  tne  hook,  and  for  two  or 
three  lengths  above  itj  and  no  more  than  one  small 
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pellet  of  ^hot  for  yorur'plamb;  your  hook,  IiUIe;  youc 
werms;  of  the  smaller  brandlings  very  well  scoured ;  and 
imly  one  upon  your  hook  at  a  time,  which  is  thus  to  be 
baited :  The  point  of  yourhook  is  to  be  put  in,  at  ihd 
Tery  ta^  of  his  tail,  and  run  up  his  body  quite-over  aJI 
the  arming,  and  still  stript  on  an  inch  at  least  upon  tlie 
bair ;  the  head  and  remaining  part  hanging  downward* 
And  with  this  line. and  hook  thus  baited^  you  are  evcr^ 
more  to  an^ie  in  the  streams  ;  always  in  a  clear,  ratlier 
than  a  troubled  water ;  and  always  up  the  river ;  still 
casting  out  your  worm  before  you— with  a  light  one« 
handed  rod,  like  an  artificial  fly — where  it  will  be  taken,- 
sometimes  at  the  top  (or  within  a  very  little  of  the  su-« 
perfieies)  of  the  .water,  and,  almost  always,  before  thai 
li^ht  plumb  can  sink  it  to  the  bottom ;  both  by  reason 
6f  the  stream,  and  also  that  you  must  always  keep  your 
worm  in  motion  by  drawing  [itj,  still  back  towaros  you^ 
as  if  you  were  an|;line  with  a  flv.  And,  believe  me,* 
whoever  will  try  it,  snail  find  tliis  the  best  way  of  all 
other  to  angle  with  a  worm^— »iii  a  bright  water,  espe« 
cially  •  But  then  his  rod  must  be  very  light  and  pliant, 
and  very  true  and  finely  made;  whieh,  with  a  skilful 
hamd,  will  do  wonders ;  and  in  a  clear  stream  is  uii* 
doubtedly  the  best  way  of  angling  for  a  Trout  or  Gray^ 
liUff  with  a  worm,  by  many  degrees,  that  any  man  can 
m&e  choice  of,  and  of  most  ease  a^nd  delight  to  the 
angler.  To  which  let  me  add,  that  if  the  aneler  be  of 
a  ocmstitution  that  will  suffer  him  to  wade ;  ana  will  slip^ 
into  the  tail  of  a  shallow  stream,-  to  the  calf  of  the  leg 
or  the  knee,  and  so  keep  off  the  bank,  he  shall  almok 
take  what  fish  he  pleases. 

'  The  second  way  of  Angling-ai4he*bottoro,  is— with  af 
cork  or  Jloat.  And  that  is  also  of  two  sorts;  with  a 
worm^  or  with  a  grub  or  cadis. 

With  a  worms  You  are  to  have  your  line  within  a 
foot,  or  a  foot  and  half,  as  long  as  your  rod ;  in  a  dark 
water,  with  two,  or  if  you  will  with  three— but,  in  a 
clear  water,  never  with,  above  oue— hair  next  the  hook, 
and  two  or  three,  for  four  or  five  lengths  above  it :  and 
a  worm,  of  what  size  you  please ;  your  plumbs  fitted  to 
youc  cork ;  your  cork  to  the  condition  of  the  river,  that 
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ky  to  the  swiftnenorsIowiMttof  Hs  andbofli^  wImb  tlit 
%ater  is  refj  clear,  as  fine  fts  jon  can,— and  then  yott 
are  neirer  to  bait  widi  aboire  one  of  the  lesser  sort  of 
brandlincrs;'  or,  if  tbqrare  very  little  ones  indeed^  jm 
may  then  bait  with  two^  after  the  nttaner  bofeie  di* 
lected.        ^  • 

«  When  you  angle  for  a  Tront ;  jm  are  to  do  it  as 
deep,  that  is,  as  near  the  bottom  as  yon  can^  |»t>¥ided 
your  bait  do  not  drag-*or,  if  H  do.  a  Tront  will  somo» 
tiroes  take  it  in  that  posture.  If  mr  a  Gfavling,  yon 
arethentofishyWrfAer/romlieioltoiii/  bebwigafish 
that  usually  swims  nearer  to  the  ouddle  of  the  water, 
and  lies  always  loose ;  or  howerer  is  more  apt  to  rise 
than  a  Trout,  and  more  inclined  to  rise,  than  to  ^^^yr^ 
even  to  a  ground-bait. 

With  a  Grub,  or  Cadis :  You  are  to  angie  with  the 
same  length  of  line,  or,  if  it  be  all  oat  as  long  as  yomr 
rod,  *tis  not  the  worse;  with  nerer  above  one  hair^  fiw 
two  or  three  lengths  next  the  hook ;  and  with  the  small* 
est  cork,  or  float ;  and  the  least  weight  of  plumb  you 
can  that  will  but  sink,  and  that  the  swiftness  of  your 
stream  will  allowj — which  also  you  may  hdp,  and 
avoid  the  violence  of  the  current,  by  angling  in  the 
returns  of  a  stream,  or  the  eddies  betwixt  two  streams  ; 
which  also  are  the  most  likdy  places,  wherein  to  kill  a 
fish  in  a  stream,  either  at  the  top  or  bottcmi. 

Of  grubs:  For  a  GTayling,--the  adi-gmb,  whidi  is 
plump,  milk-white,  bent  round  from  head  to  tail,  and 
exceeding  tender,  with  a  red  head,-»or  the  dock-wona 
(or  grub  J  of  a  pale  vellow;  longer,  lanker,  and  toogher 
than  the  other ;  with  rows  of  feet  all  down  his  bdly ;  and 
a  red  head  also,— are  the  best;  I  say  for  a  Gmyliag,  be* 
cause,  although  a  Trout  will  take  both  these,  the  ash* 
grub  especially,  yet  he  does  not  do  it  so  freely  as  the 
other,— and  I  have  usually  taken  ten  Graylings  far  one 
Trout  with  that  bait:  though  if  a  Trout  come,  I  have 
observed,  that  he  is  commonly  a  very  good  one. 

These  baits  we  usually  keep  in  bran ;  in  which  anash^ 
ffrub  commonly  crows  tougher,  and  will  better  endure 
baiting ;  though  he  is,  yet,  so  tender,  that  it  will  be  ne» 
•essary  to  warp^in  a  piece  of  a  sttiff  hair  with  your 


at  the  nead  of  your  hook, — so  as  to  keep  tijie  gr^b  eitb^i; 
fMP(4^Bi0ft(pt«i)tS  off  vflmk  I^te0»  pr  at  W^t  (lowif  to 
tbffiMm  pf  tjb9.  h(]H^]^)  1^  Tvhi^h  pieap^  your  armui^ 
willl^I^li  YfMl^  nato(i  wA  impy  Mihich  i«  timber  sa 
sightly,  nor  so  likely  to  be  takeni:.  though  to  help  ihat^ 
iWoh[  will  bow^eff  v^ry:  oft  ftU  oi|i>  I  always  apfi  the 
h^  I  dewgOi&r  this  bait  with  ih^  wJUite$t  borse^hair  I 
fm.cbmBQ;  wUk^b)  iteelf,  will  veqcmblp,  an4  sbin^^lijl^ 
tl^atlmt^  tmA  co^^qeiitly  will  do  more  good,  or  less 
Wm%  tbaAaaaiming  of  aav  Qtlj^r  polouc.  Thesp  grub^ 
i?e  tQib^  baU#d  tbiw :  ttie  book  i&to  bq  pu|;  in  under  the 
Im^  9V  chap^  of  ih,^.  bftiH  ^  guidied  dpwn  the  middl^ 
<ifl  the  belly^  ( wMh^ut  sH^Teiiag  it  to  pi3ep  out  bj(  thq 
'W'jE^  foa  then  the  ^h*gt^^  ^^pecially,  will  issue  oi^t 
watoraoil niUi^  till  ooAiii^  but tb^  sk:in  shall  remaia  ; 
904  tte  bead  of  the  W)ok  will  appmr  blapk  tlurough  it,) 
tiU  the  imutof  jrottK  hpok  come  sc^Iow.  that  the  Ivssul  of 
jpur  halt  iMjr  ifist,  and  atick  upcn  the  bfiir  that  standi 
«tft  to  hold  it  I  hjf  whiQh  means  ifc  can  neither  slip  of 
ited4  neitkei  wiU.the  force  of  tb^  stmiQ— no^  (iwift, 
fuUing  ottt,  upM  any  mistakerr^tfip  it  oS. 

Now  the  caoic,  os  cqdrhait,  wUch  is  «  siur^  killing 
bmt^  and  for  the  most  pait,  by  much  auieip  tbiao  eji^r  of 
the  other ;  may  be  put  upon  the  hooJc,  twQ,  or  three 
tccether ;  and  is  somfitimea,  to  reqr.gcieat  c^ct^  ioiped 
to  a  worm— and  somctimea^  tp  aot  artiftcial  Uy^^to 
cover  the  point  of  your  hook :  but  is  always  to  be  angled 
with,  at  the  bottom,  when  by  itself  especially,  with  the 
finest  tackle;  and  is,  for  all  times  ot  the  year,  the 
most  holding  bait  of  all  other  whatever,  both  for 
Trout  and  Grayling. 

There  are  severafotber  baits,  besides  these  few  I  have 
named  you,  which  also  do  very  great  execution  at  the 
bottom ;  and  some  that  are  peculiar  to  certain  countries 
and  rivers,  of  which  every  angler  may  in  his  own  place 
make  his  own  observation  ;  and  some  others  that  I  do 
not  think  fit  to  put  you  in  mind  of,  because  I  would  not 
corrupt  you,  and  would  have  you,  as  in  all  things  else  I 
observe  you  to  be  a  very  honest  gentleman^  a&ir  angler. 

n  ]> 
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Aiid  SO  much  for  the  second  sort  of  Angling  for  a  Tioat 
at  the  bottom. 

Viat^  But,  Sir,  I  beseech  you  give  me  leave  to  ask 
you  one  question:  Is  there  no  art  to  be  used  to  worms^ 
to  make  them  allure  the  fish,  and  in  a  manner  compel 
them  to  bite  at  the  bait  ?  • 

Pise.  No(  that  1  know  of;  or  did  I  know  any  such 
secret,  I  would  not  use  it  myself,  and  therefore  would 
hot  teach  it  you.  Though  I  will  not  deny  to  you,  that 
in  my  younger  days,  1  have  made  trial  otoii  of  ospray, 
oil  of  ivy,  cami)hire,  assa-fcettda,  juice  of  nettle,  and 
several  other  devices  that  I  was  taught  by  several  anglers 
I  met  with :  but  could  never  find  any  advantage  by 
them  ;  and  can  scarce  believe  there  is  any  thing  to  be 
done  that  way :  though,  I  must  tell  you,  I  have  seen 
some  men,  who  I  thought  went  to  work  no  more  arti* 
ficially  than  f ,  and  have  yet — with  the  same  kind  of 
M'orms  I  had— in  my  own  sight,  taken  five,  and  some^ 
times  ten  to  one.  mt  we'll  let  that  business  al<Mie,  -if 
you  please.  And  because  we  have  time  enough ;  and 
that  1  wotilcl  deliver  you  from  the  trouble  of  any  more 
lectures ;  I  will,  if  you  please,  proceed  to  the  last  way 
of  Angling  for  a  Trout  or  Grdyling,  which  is — In-tke* 
raidilej:  after  which,  I  shall  have  no  more  to  trouble 
you  wWi, 

r/a/«  '  Tis  no  trouble.  Sir,  but  the  greatest  satlsfac* 
lion  that  can  be ;  and  1  attend  you. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
Q/'ANOtixo-iK-THE-MiDDLE /or  TroutoT  OrojfUng^. 

PiSCATOR-JUNIOB. 

ANGLINGrkrtbe-xniddle^  then^  for  a  Trout  or 
Graylioc^y  is  of  two  sorts :  with  a  pink  or  minnow 
for  a  Trout;  or  with  a  worm,  grub,  or  cadis  for  a 
GrarlinK. 

For  the  first.  It  is  with  a  minnow ;  half  a  foot,  or  a 
foot,  within  the  superficies  of  the  wator.  And  as  to  the 
rest  that  .concerns  thb  sort  of  angling,  I  shall  wholly 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Walton's  directions ;  who  is  undoubt- 
edly the  best  angler  with  a  minnow  in  England :  only, 
in  plain  truth,  I  do  not  approye  of  those  Inits  be  keeps 
in  saltt,  unless  where  the  living  ones  are  not  p6s« 
sibly  to  be  had ;  though  I  know  he  frequently  J^.  i^'X' 
kills  with  them,  and,  peradventure,  more  than 
with  any  other— nay^  I  have  seen  him  refuse  a  living 
one  for  one  of  them.  And  much  less  [do  I  approve]  of 
his  artificial  one  ^;  for  though  we  do  it  witn  a 
counterfeit  fly,  methinks,  it  should  hardly  be  Lf^^ 
expected,  that  a  man  should  deceive  a  fish  with 
a  counterfeit  fish.  Which  having  said,  I  shall  only 
add,  (and  that^  out  of  my  own  experience^)  that  I  do 
believe  a  bull-nead,  [millers-thumb,]  with  his  gill-fins 
cut  off,  at  some  times  of  the  year  especially,  to  be  a 
much  better  bait  for  a  Trout  than  a  minnow ;  and  a 
loach  much  better  than  that;  to  prove  which,  I  shall 
onl V  tell  you,  that  I  have  much  oftener  taken  Trouts 
with  a  bull-hml^  or  a  loach,  in  their  throats,  (for  there 
a  Trout  has  questbnless  his  first  digestion,)  than  amin* 


•  Andniaik  whatiftttU  in  pa.  454,  retpMtiog fiahing for Oityiiif • 
iiinher  from  the  bottom  than  a  Trout. 
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now ;  and  that,  one  day  especially,  haring  angled  a 
ffood  part  of  the  day  with  a  minnow,  (and  that  in  as 
hopeful  a  day,  and  as  fit  a  water,  as  could  be  wished  foe 
that  purpose,)  without  raising  any  one  fish,— I  at  last 
fell  to  it  with  the  worm  ;  and,  with  that,  took  firarteen 
in  a  very  short  smet ;  «sfoiigst  dA  \rhich,  there  was 
not,  to  my  rememmrance,  so  much  as  one,  that  had  not 
afoachortvi^  and ^oatfevf  them ttiw,fiMu:,im,a»S 
six  loaches,  in  his  throat  and  stomach ;  from  whence  I 
concluded,  that  had  I  an^ed  with  tbat  bait,  I  had  made 
a  notable  aay's  work  of  it 

Bat  after  all,  there  is  a  befter  way  of  aiigitftg  \rttl  a 
tulaiiow,  than  fieAaps  h  fit  ^her  to  teacn  &rt6pnc^ 
tise.  To  which,  I  AiA  oi^ly  add,  that  a  Oraj/ftn^  wilt 
certainly  rise  at,  and  sometimes  take  a  minnow ;  thMgll 
ft  will  be  hard  to  lie  believed  by  My  one,  who  shall 
consider  the  littleness  of  that  fi^*s  month,  yety  xmfH  td 
take  so  great  a  bait :  but  Is  aflStmed  by  many,  that  ha 
wfll  sometimes  do  it ;  and  I  myself  know  it  ioMe  t^e,— 
f^r  tSiongh  i  nerer  fo6k  a  tjrayling  so,  yet  a  fnait  of 
mine  once  did ;  and  within  so  few  pac^s  of  me,  that  1 
am  as  certain  of  It,  as  I  can  be  of  any  thing  I  did  not 
ise.  And,  wblch  made  it  appear  the  more  strange,  tht 
Grayling  was  not  abo^  eleven  inches  long. 

I  mast  here  also  beg  leave  of  j^our  mast^^  tad  inTne 
•—not  to  controvert,  t>u[t  to  tell  mm,  that  I  cannot  con- 
seat  to  lis  way  of  tlirowiiig  ill  bis  rod  to  an  OTer-grown 
Tfoat;  and  afterwards  recovering  his  fish,  wmi  his 
tackle.    For  tliough  I  am  satisfied  he  has  sometimes 


done  it,  because  he  says  so,  yet  1  have  fbund  It  quite 

(1 

'A 

last,  tp  the  licmainitig  part  of  my  rod,  by  some  length* 


'otherwise*    And  though  I  have  takenwith  the  ang! 
may  safely  say)  some  thousands    "^ 
my  top  never  snapt — thou. 


lave  taken  with  the  &ngte|(I 
sands  of  Trouts  in  my  tne; 
igh  my  line  still  continued 


of  fme  curled  round  abottt  my  top^  and  there  fastened, 
with  wazt  silk,  ^^inst  such  an  accident ;  nor  my  hand 
never  slackt,  or  sUpt  by  any  other  chance— but  I  almost 
always  infallibly  lost  my  fish,  wlietlier  ^reat  or  little ; 
though  my  hook  came  home  again.  And  I  hare  oflm 
wn&ed-^didw  a  Ttrnt  shMM  so  sadUknl^^dUiaigage 
himself  from  so  great  a  hook,  as  that  we  baftwrnn 


nHWOMTk  1^^  »  (feffi  )>eajEde4«  m  ^Im^  hooks  po^sy* 
monly  are— \yW  }  li^V^  iicf«w  by  ^  foif^-«9med  »ccJh 
4filtlli  or  ^  dipping  of  A  I«»ot  ii^  tbauyp^  fart  of  tbe 
^m^  ^  ^^n  ^  hw4  f^f^Mnffs  ^i^  tfimgfa  the  Uw 

tometimes  known  a  Trout^  m()WS  QMEiiFM^  ^MH^  H  vM^ 
)»«{  fiwuid  (tohdi  4k^  i)r  l^^r  4iy^  ^fiff «  ^itb  tiiie 
1k^  luit  sikbive  isk  hm  t  ll«t  the«k  it  i(i  t9  WfUfiMBCi^ 
ti^  4ia0  mrsw4  it  1  WiU^  a 'TfOirt  wiU  4^,  ^ 

%pA  mmfih  ,«omoe  t^n  %  pi|^«,  ^mi  I  my^ii  Nve  akgi^ 
once  or  twice  in  my  life,  taken  the  same  fi«k  wilJi  vp^ 
own  fly,  sticking  in  bis  chaps,  that  he  had  taken  from 
me,  the  day  before,  by  the  slipping  of  a  hook  in  the 
arming.  But  I  am  yenr  confident,  a  Trout  will  not  be 
troubled  two  hours  with  any  hook,  that  has  so  much  as 
one  handful  of  line  left  behind  with  it,  or  that  is  not 
■truck  through  a  bone,  if  it  be  in  any  part  of  his  mouth 
only :  nay,  ido  certainly  know,  that  a  Trout,  so  soon 
as  ever  he  feels  himself  prickt,  if  he  carries  away  the 
hook,  ffoes  immediately  to  the  bottom ;  and  will  the^e 
root,  like  a  hog  upon  the  gravel,  till  he  either  rub  out, 
or  break  the  hook  in  the  middle.  And  so  much  for 
this  first  sort  x>f  angling-in-ihe-middle  for  a  Trout. 

The  second  way  of  Angling-in-the-middle,  is — ^with 
a  worm,  grub,  cadis,  or  any  other  ground-bait-^for  a 
Grayling.  And  that  is :  with  a  cork ;  and  a  foot  from 
the  bottom,  a  Gravlin^  taking  it  much  better  there  than 
at  the  bottom,  as  has  been  said  before.  And  this,  al« 
ways  in  a  clear  water ;  and  with  the  finest  tackle. 

To  which  we  may  also,  and  with  very  ffood  reason , 
add  the  third  way  of  angling-by-hand  with  a  ground- 
bait  ;  as  a  third  way  of  fishing-in-the«middle,  which  is 
common  to  both  Trout  and  Grayling,  and  as  I  said  be- 
fore, the  best  way  of  angling  with  a  worm,  of  all  other 
I  ever  tried  T^hatever. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  have  said  all  I  can  at  present  think 
of  concerning  Angling  for  a  Trout  and  Grayling,  and 
I  doubt  not  nave  tired  you  sufiiciently :  but  I  wiU  give 
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yoa  no  more  troubk  of  this  kind,  irhilst  yoa  stay, 
fdiich  I  hope  will  be  a  good  while  longer. 

Viat.  That  will  not  be  above  a  day  longer.  But  if 
I  lire  till  May  come  twelvemonth,  yon  aie  tsaxe  of  me 
again,  either  with  my  master  Walton,  or  witboat  him ; 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  shall  acquaint  him  how  roncb  yon 
have  made  of  me  for  his  sake,  and  I  hope  he  loves  me 
well  enough  to  thank  you  for  it. 

Pise.  I  shall  be  glad,  Sir,  of  your  good  company  at 
the  time  you  speak  of:  and  shall  be  loath  to  pari  with 
you  now ;  but  when  you  tell  me  you  must  go»  I  will 
then  wait  upon  you  more  miles  on  your  wa^,  than  I 
have  tempted  you  oat  of  it;  and  heartily  wish  you  a 
good  journey. 
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Mt  good  Friend, 

I  CANNOT  but  tender  my  particular  tbanks  io  joa ; 
for  that  you  have  been  pleased,  by  three  editions  of 
your  Complete  Angles,  freely  to  dispense  your 
dear  bought  experiences  to  all  the  lovers  of  that  art : 
and  have  thereby  so  excellently  vindicated  the  legality 
thereof^  as  to  divhie  approbation^^  that  if  I  should  ^o 
about  to  say  more  in  that  behalf,  it  indeed  were  to  light 
a  candle  io  the  sun.  But  since  all  pleasures  (though 
never  so  innocent  in  themselves)  lose  that  stamp,  when 
they  are  either  pursued  with  inordinate  affections, — or 
to  the  prejudice  of  another ;  therefore,  as  to  the  former, 
every  mian  ought  to  endeavour,  through  a  serious  con« 
sideration  of  the  vanity  of  worldly  contentments,  to 
moderate  his  affections  thereunto:  whereby  they  may 

.  *  This  lHsc9Mrst  was  first  publiBhed  with,  and  was  printed  at  the  end 

«f  the;  Third  Editioii  of  Walton's  book:  but,  as  the  subject  matter  of 

it  does  as  well  relate  to  Cotton's  Part  as  the  pther,  it  was  toought  pro^r 

to  transpose  it.  ' 
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be  madeof  excellent  use,  as  some  poisons  allayed  ate  in 
physick :  and,  as  to  the  latter,  we  are  to  have  recourse 
to  the  known  laws ;  ignorance  whereof  excuseth  no  man  • 
and,  therefore,  by  their  directions,  so  tosauareourac* 
tions,  that  we  hurt  no  man,— but  keep  close  to  that 

S olden  rule,  Todotoafiinen,  as  "Welrould  ourselves  be 
one  unto* 

Now  concerning  the  Art  of  AnffUng,  we  may  con* 
elude.  Sir,  that  as  you  have  provra  it  to  be  of  great 
antiquity,  so  I  flndit ^ ftf voured'by^tfaig  laws  of  this  king^ 
dom ;    for  where  provision  is   made  by  our  Statutes 
primo  Elitab.  cap*  17;  against  taking  fish  by  nets  that 
be  not  of  such  and  stfdi  a  '^sHse  there  set  down, — ^yet, 
those  law-makers  had  so  much  respect  to  anglers,  as  to 
except  them,  anci,  leihre  them  at  liberty  td  catch  as  bkr 
as  they  could,  and  as  little  as  they  would,  catch.     And 
yet^  though  this  Aj^tolical  recreation  be,  simply  in  it- 
self, lawful, — ^yet  no^inan  can  go,  upon  another  man's 
ground  to  fish,  without  his  licence,  but  that  he  is  a 
trespasser.    Bat  if  a  man  have  licence  ^to  «nter  into  a 
close  or  ground,  for  such  a  space  of  time, — there,  though 
hepiactise  aa^li^g  all  that  times  ^^^  mtrn  trfspasser, 
^becauschis  fishin^'is  'no  abuse  of  his  licence :  bat  this 
is  to  be.  understood  of  running  streams,  and  not  of  ponds 
or  standing -pools  ;*ifor 'in  case  of  a.pond.orstandiiig 
xpool,  the  owner  thereof  l^thU'pr^pert^  in  tKe  fish,caad 
,fhey  are  so  fiir  said  to  be^his,  that  ^e  may  have  ttemss, 
^ibr  the  fish,  aeaia^t  anyone  that  shadl  take  them  witnoiit 
hi^  lioenoe,  thou^h^itbe  upon^  common,  or  adjoinii^ 
to  the.lLiii^'s  hi^w^^,  or  adjoiiHii^  to  another -maoS 
•ground  wno -gives 'lieeacev    But  in  case  -of  «  river, 
vvhereoflte  ^r  mere.  hAt^  libera  ^iscaria^  -^^J^  it  is 
oiherwi^;  for  thi^rethe  firiies^resai^  iabQ/erwhaiupA; 
:an(d  the  taking  of 'them  witJi  anaogle-is  *not  4respa$s, 
fet  thatfio  tnan'is'said  to  have  arpr^peisfy'intlMitL^ili 
be  have  caught  them ;  and  then  it  is  a  trespass  for  any 
"to  take  tbem  Irene  him.    Btftlihis  is  ^iiot  4o  be  vnder* 
^«to»d'bf  fi^te^ebDtfiiiad  to^fafe^s^ir  gwaitd, '  by  igaMB 
or  ofthef\rtse,^gd'Mt  they  6aYlnot']6aSs^\irdV  iMtTMajrlte 
takea  out  or  put  in  at  pieasuie;  for,  in  that  cate,  the 
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Ipscrty'hilth  a  properly  in  them,  naia  the  case'df  a  stBod- 
wgipMl. 

iBdt  'Where  any  lone  hath  separaUs  piscarioj  as  ia 
'C/iUd  and  GreeiAiW^  Caic  in  2Vt»^.  15  g^  ^^^  ^^ 
^Car.  1.'  'ill  the  jKii?gVJ8^KcA,— there,  it 
4etiii^hHhat  Ihe  fifth  may  be'sdid  to  be  hiisybeoaiue  no 
rmandsls^fnay  taicethenn  whibt  they  are  within 'htb  se- 
^eraUftftbing^  QDberefore,  ^bot  is  meant  by  a  sereml- 
•Ashing  »is  ilecessafry  tobe^oomidered.  And  though  ti|e 
:4Ufferetide<b0tlfvMii  a  Tfree^fisfaing  and  a  seirerdUiishiiw, 
-be  Often  tinted  of  in  the  aittient  bodks  of  the  Law ;  inSI 
taome-opikiions  will  han^elhe'differenee>to  be  greal,  and 
others  small,  or  nothing  at  «1I;  Vet  the  certainefA^di^ 
-dition  of  a  several-tifthing  k,  ^Avhere  one  hath  tbe^ onrw 
^  ^Ity,  and  owneth  the  ground  on  each  side  ^  « 
'<  ^Altet  ;•  which  agteeth  With -Sir  Wil^ 
liafn'Caltiwrp's  ease,  Whene  an  action  SJ^^^isl 
^as  brought  by  him  against  andther,  for  4, 4. 
tishing^in  nis  set^eral-fishing,  'Sfc.  to  which 
-the  defendant  pleaded,  That  the  :place  wherein  the 
^trespass  was  sapposed  to'bedoae*€Ontained  ten  perches 
'Oir  land  iii  length,  and* twedty 'perches  in  hreadth,  which 
>Was'his  own  freehold  at  the  aime  when  the  tiespass 
^as  supposed  -to 'be  done,  and  'Uiat  he  fshed  ibere 
•as  was  iawi\il  for  'hifo  to  do:  and  this  was  ad« 
^dged  ^  goM  plea  by  *  the  whole  ooafrt :  And  upon 
aigUftfent  in  t^«lt  vety  ea^,  it  ir«s  agreed,  That  nO 
teain  could  hatea^et>eftt^^6'A6ig'bat  in  his  own  sofl, 
and  iloA  free^Jishing  may  be  in  the  soil  of  another 
MAN  ?  Which  waj5  all  lagreed  onto  by  LHfleton,  our 
'  famous  'English  lawyer.  So  that  from  all  tliis^  may  be 
''drawn  'this  ^hort  conclmion,  VMiat  if  the  angter  take 
'catfe-that'he6flfend  not  With  his  feet,  there  is  -no  great 
danger  of-hisihaads. 

But  there  are  some  -coVaitoiis  «igid  )tieRon9i-«vrhose 
souls  hdlil  ito  sympathy  with  'those  of  the  innocent 
anglers — Shaving  eitner^ot  to  be  lords  of  royalties,  or 
ownerrof  iaods  iidjoining^to  rtvers^;  aiidihcBe  do,  by 
some  ilpfefl  clownish  mttuie'anfl  educittion'for  the  pur« 
pose,  insult  and  domineer  over  the  innocent  angler,-^ 
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fbmt  tb^  mvovat  c£  baibuwB»  ^uid  «?  calcuhrfH  <# 
oenre  the  purfcues  of  ty^way  mid  «iiibUiM ;  it  ipm 
tikpugbt  necessarjr  to  trace  th^  matter  fkitiunr  ba€k»:iMld 
shew  from  wfaeoce  hmu  of  this  kind  d«riTe  tbeir  ferciew 
And  thouffh  it  is  not  imagiiiQ^  ftbiit  spsoalativfi  vrgt^ 
meats  willopemte  ufoo  meA^ficentioBa  pi:iiifiiplei^^ 
yet  as  the  geoeial  tenor  pf  Xhis  wo^l  wppom  Ike 
angler  to  be  endued  with  raason,  «|id  binder  Une-doM* 
nion  of  oonscieace,  it  may  not  h^  iMiss  To  ^tuie  the 
obligation  he  is  under  to  an  oboerTfumeof  «iich  iftsri^ 
and  to  point  out  to  him  the  A^vei^I  instaiices  whrm 
he  cannot  pnrsne  his  recBeation  without  the  ^i»^m  ^ 
his  qnict« 

Property  is 5  nniversally,  allawed  to  be  fouad«4  «! 
occupancy ;  tiie  v^y  not«>a.  #f  whioh  imnlias  m^ 
Oustry,  or  some  act  iB  the  o^oupaat,  ^  wmk  jm 
stranger  has  a  right  to  avail  hjmelf :  h^  Uist  first 
toolc  possession  os  an  Hncwiftiy^nd  Umt^  Iwd^  pivh' 
Tided  it  was  no  nKMethannecessury  fer.  Ae  $iibmt'9» 
of  himself  and  bis  iamilyi  tyooaine  theieby  the  j^pncH 
tor  of  such  land. 

Mr.  Loche  iUustmtes  ibis  4QctoinQ  by  <w  lel^pml 
instance :  ^^  T^e  W9ter  runnMig  in  the  fwptaim"  Mfi 
he^  ^^  is  eviery  one's ;  twt  tbitt  in  theaitdicf  is|»i#j<ei9ljr« 
<f  who  drawii  it*"  Om  tifenfrnweitl,  600^  U*  i^W^  >• 
Sect.  2D. 

And  if  this  lensoii^  be  «idi«itted  ia  ttf  M 
which  is  ranked  among  the  immoveable  jiihjfifA§  fiS 
property;  it  is  much  stronger  in  favour  of  things 
snoveable,  the  right  of  which  is,  at  once,  claimed-— 
and  fortifted— 4iy  an  actual  possession,  and  separation 
from  that  common  mass  in  which  they  were  originally 
aiU9Msed4o  «ziit. 

Jiut  fwiwitfastaac&ig  flie  inimtnwaMe  gyyopriatfoae 
which,  Jn  thetpKea^^uriliaedstelis  of  the  vorid^na* 
ptar  to  (areisetn  niade,ytbese  are  many  tkinga  sriMh 
amy  ye|  ibe  said  to  bo  m  ^oommon^  and  in  a  etaie 
9£  jwfaand  libarttif  •;  in  itUs  olaasi^  we  inay  eaak  esea* 
tures  /eras  naturd ;  beasts  of  chace,  many  kinds 
of  fowl^  and  ^U  fi^h.  Th$  fishormaix  in  plautus 
admit^^  (h4  AWe  ^f  tbiP  M  ^mp  ))tei  Al^Up  tm 


Mir  ri^  (6  tbose  wUefc  Re  httSt  ean^  ?  JBu^feiW)  Act 
4,  Seme  5;  Attd  both  ffie  Jeirisli  ami  ItomsA  h^wwrt 
assert^  that  wild  beasU  and  &\t  h^kms  onlr  totftosa 
Whfrteketlielti* 

Tbiff  notioa  barfed  many  persons  fo  hM^iite,.  Aaf^ 
e¥to  noWj  there  sitibsisll^  a  genenil  eemiHttiity  of  IbesA 
€raduresr;  and  tftat,  at  thi?  day,  ewtj  #ne  hc»  9  r^ht 
to  tftke  them  to  faitr  OTm  use  wfaererev  be  finds  tlMsn^ 
Kottolosistj  that  if  all  men  promiseuoiisiT  were  pc^* 
nftted  the  ^stercfse  of  tbi?  right,  it.  would  oe  of  ^fetf 
Bttle  benefit  to  anyy^it  may  snfBee  to  say,  thai  thm^ 
are  few  civilized  countries  that  have  not  found  it  no» 
Cttsary — either  fotjpTomoting'  sonie  public  gMd^j^  or 
ayertrng-  some  puMic  niischieP^to  eontroul  it,  by  ex* 
igiess  prohibitions :  And  how  fir  soch  prohibitions  ant 
deemed  lawful,  and  bfaiding  on  tbeconscienees  ct  tbow 
on  whom  they  are  imposed,  win  appear  by  consulting 
the  authorities  in  the  marginf  •  And  it  is  worth  not- 
ing^, that  hiws  made  to  prohifrit  fhe  taking,  of  erea* 
tww  ferct  natnfdi  by  persons  anqaaliied, — do  not 
fnke  from  a  man  anv  thtnig'  which,  is  Ms  own- ;  but 
(hey  barely  forbid  me  use  of  cerfebi  methoAi  of  ac^ 
quisition,  which  the  law  of  nature  might,  perba 
*ft(JW  of.  JPtdFeftdorff  de  Jure  Ntk.  St  Uari.  /.».  1 
Cap.  6.  ^  6  :{. 

Agreeable  to  tbe  ^iuciplbs  llere  hid  domi^^^we  fimf^ 
Qkat  the  taws  of  most  countries,  at  least  of  this,  have 

fiitfl.  Lib.  ILTil.  I.  Mk  vmm  t^mmmu  &  atftiirmdt  Mrtnv  IhmimiK 
IfctiPimi;  thw  ii  to  b«  ttidanteod  oaly  m  cases  wherein  there  Is  n« 
law  to  rorbid  It.     Grot.  De  Jyre  Belli  ac  Pacts y  IJb.  H.  Cap.  &  $  5. 

t  Puffendorff  De  Jure  Nat.  t^  Gent.  Lib.  IT.  Cap.  S.  §  6.  OiUbKa 
m  Jmn  NMuim^iUt.  II.  Gap.  S^  2K  Ijii.  XLI.  Tit.  %  Be-ssfmi^ 
hmik  vei  ^mium^  ^mu.  See  also  aarciksso  de  la  Ve^  C^mm.  R^ 
Lib.  VI.  Cap.  VI.  Where  it  is  said,  that  in  Penn  huDting,  by  thfc 
inferior  sort*  is  prohibited,  lest,  sajs  the  author,  *<men  betaking 
<«  thcniselTes  to  the  pleasure  of  the  field,  should  deljjgkt  is  a  centinMea 
«aa4»i 


««o«inr»f  fUu^mA^f^  nagbct  the  «9CMiary  pronrisujiia&d 
»^f  lh«r  fiuaillesk** 

t  Bee  also  Amold.  Vina.  «|  Sut,  \%n  D*  lUr,  Diw^  and  Ziigl*r  OB 
Gr«liV}  Lib.  U.  Cap.  8.  $  5« 
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•sfij^^ned.  the  property  in  the  crattm  qnertioD.ti^ 
Bfirticular  peryxis.  ThaSf  to  loyid  fish— ^which  ^e 
Whales  and  Sturgeons— the  Idng  is  entitled^  by  1^ 
prerogative^*:  Ani  the  property  of  fish  in  nyeny  or 
at  least,  a  right  to  take  them,  k,  in  many  i^aces,  giyen 
l^corporationg;  as,  with  Qs^  the  fishery  of  the  river 
Thames  is  granted  to  the  City  of  London ;  and  the 
Toimsmen  of  Hungerford,  in  Berkshire,  claim  a  right 
of  fishing  in  thai  part  of  the  river  Kennet,  called  their 
cmnmon  water,  under  a  rant  from  John  of  Gaunt^ 
who,  we  may  suppose,  derived  it  from  the  Crownt : 
But,  in  most  instances»  fish  belong  to  the  owner  of  the 
toil. 

^  These  principles  being  recognised,  and  property  once 
•ettled  ;  it  is  easy  to  see  the  necessity  and  the  Justice 
•f  fencing  it  with  positiYe  laws.  Accordingly,  m  this 
country,  judicial  betebminations  have,  from  time 
to  time,  bem  made,  ascertaining  the  fights  of  pencms 
to  fisheries;  and  these,  together  with  the  several  sta- 
tutes fenacted  to  pevent  the  destruction  of  fish,  com- 
pose tfie  body  of  Laws  relating  to  Fish  and  Fishing : 
the  fprmer,  dy  way  of  supplement  to  the  foregoing 
discourse,  are  here  mid  down ;  and  the  latter  will  Be  re> 
fcrred  to» 

The  property  which  the  Common  Law  gives,  in 
fiver-fish  uncaught,  is  of  that  kind  which  is  called 

Eerto/,  or  quauficd  property ;  which  see  defined  by 
>rd  Coke,  in  hb  Reports.  Part  7.  Fo.  17.  b.  and  is  de- 
rived out  of  the  right  to  the  place,  or  soil,  where  such 
fish  live :  so  that,  supposing  them,  at  any  given  in- 
stant, to  belong  to  one  person — wbeDeyer  th^  resort  to 
the  soil,  or  water,  of  another,  they  become  his  property, 
and  so  tit  infinitum. 

And  to  prove  that  this  notion  of  a  fluctuating  or 
transitory  property,  is  what  the  laws  allows^  we  need 

*  7  C^h  16.    The  Case  of  Swani. 

"f  The  townanen  of  Nimgerfrnlhant mhem^hoUiam abofut  a  foan,  the 
intcription  whereoo  affirms  it  to  have  been  given  liy  J^tm  }f  Csm0^ 
with  the  JRiai'Juhhg  (so  it  is  therein  eroewed)  ttt  a  certain  part  of  the 
ttftr.    Qtht.  CawfdtM,  \G6. 
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tmlj  apply  it  to  tbe  case  of  the  water  in  a  river;  wliidi 
is  8o  constantly  pamng  from  the  soil  of  one  to  another, 
ttiat  no  man  can^  in  strictness,  be  said  to  go  twice  to 
the  same  rirer :  and  yet,  by  a  grant  of  any  given  quan* 
tity  of  land  covered  mik  water ^  which  is  the  only  legal 
designation  of  a  river,  not  only  a  certain  tract  of  tbe 
river,  but  tbe  fish  contained  in  it,  shall  pass*  See  Coke 
rnilMtleUm^A.^L. 

In  the  Register  J  a  very  ancient  law-bocA,  we  £nd 
two  writs  venting  to  fish;  tbe  one,  for  tbe  nnlawfttl 
taking  ei  fish  in  a  5ei7era/;^»/iery,— and  tbe  oth^,  in 
%  fret 'fisher jf*    And  of  these,  in  their  order* 

A  several'fishervy  is  that  which  a  man  is  entitled  to,. 
in  respect  ik  his  beinjj^  the  owner  of  the  soil ;  and  is 
what  no  one  can  have  in  iffte  land  of  another,  unless  by 
special  grant  or  prescription.  And  whoever  shall  fish 
in  such  a  seveial-fisbery,. without  a  licence,  is  liable  to 
an  action  of  trespass;  in  which  the  plaintifif'may  well 
demand,  ^*  Wherefore,  in  the  plaintiff's  several-fishery, 
**  the  defimdant  was  fishing,  and  bis  fishes  took,*'  ^Cm 
for  though. the  fish  be  feras  naiurd^  yet  being  taken 
in  the  water  of  the  owner  of  tbe  riv^,  they  are.  said  to 
be  hit  fish,  without  saying,  in  his  soil  or  water,  3d 
Cfoke's  Beparis^  553,  Child  and  GreenhiWs  case :  But 
he  must  set. forth  the  nature  and  number  of  tbe  fish 
taken,  5  Coke's  Reports^  35.  Plauier*s  case,  and  3d 
Coke  IS. 

A  fret'fishen/  is  a  riffbt  io  take  fish  in  tbe  water  and; 
soil  of  another,  and  is.  derived  out  of  a  several-fishery* 
If  onesetied  of  a  river,  grants,  without  including  tiie 
aoil,asevaral-fi$hery,«-<:or,  whicn  amounts  to  no  mora 
than  that,  his  waCer, — a  right  of  fishing  passes,  and 
nothihg  dse.  Plowden's  Commentary ^  154,  b.  Coke 
en  Littleton^  4.  b.  and  the  word  several^  in  such  case, 
is  sjmonymous  witii  so/^,— and  that  in  so  strict  a  sense, 
that  by  such  a. grant  not  only  strangers,  but  even  the 
owner  of  tbe  soil,  is  excluded  from  fishing  there.  Co,. 
lAU*  1S9.  a«  Ajid,  further,  where  one  prescribes  to 
have  a  several-fishery  in  a  water,--which  prescription, 
always,  ^apposes  a  grant  precedent, — ^the  owner  of  tbe 
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B<nl)  as  muck  as  a^elniBger,  is  HaUi  tD>  an  aotfavt  iS  hia 
fishay  tbei^:  «  /?##.  SS8.  the  oaM  o£  Sbristom  m^A 
CraicHrode  in-  the  Qmmom  Pieus^  Mich.  9ft  and  30 
Bliz.  I  Bttt  here,  tiie  w«it  ahs^l'  vaty  from  tfiaft  is  the 
case  of  a  several^Miery  [by  potseasion  of  the  9oSX\y  aad 
demand,.  ^'  WheKforethe  detendant^  in  the  free^ksgm 
^<  of  the  plaintiff^  at  N.  wiMwot  the  twence  mkIgock 
^'  sent  of  the  plaintiff^  was  fishing/'  Sse.  eKpranu^ 
the  nature- and  number  of  the  flsb  tffhaftt  hut  eecanse 
the  soil'dbM  not  pass^  by  such  »gran1^  and  the  SA  an 
ftrm  naturd'j  he^  shall  not  caH  ttwrn  JuVfish^  ae  in  the 
former  instance.  See  the  case  of  Ciild  and"  GttemhUl 
aboTe  eited. 

The  doistrtne  dtod^eibk  ilrem  tiiese  pucipies  is^ 
That  that  which-^uniled  nith  the  8oik«-«wouid'  be  a 
sevenil^fisbeiy ;  when  seyevedt  by  giiiiit-^'^Aou^h  H^ 
gmnt  be  of  a  several,  or  sole,  am  neitef  a  froe-fiahei^ 
m  ffrmtnts-— becoeies  a  free^fisheryv 

There  is  yet  anethev  case  thai  I  shall  mestiiHs; 
which  wiK  giro  the  inteli^ent  reader  »  ekar  notion 
ef  this  matter.  A  man  grantfi  to  one^  ot  mom,  a 
l^ertjf  ofjis^ting*:  here,  nothing  but  a  nahed  right 
to  fiflh  passes ;  and  the  remedy  agaiMt  a  diMpasser  ie 
nr^  severed  from  the  soil, — the  owuse  wherQol^  and!  not 
tfie  grantee,  may  maintain  an  aetion^  aod'may  ahw  fidi 
himself.     Co.  LUt.  183.  a. 

As  common  of  fishing,  may  be  appendant  to  land-;  so 
also  there  may  be  a  joint^tenancj,  or  a  tanan^  ixk  com- 
mon, of  a  fishery.     1  InsU  186.  b. 

Having  thns  shewn  in  what  caaee  the  aiqjiev,  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  recreation,  may  become  a  t»€9^ 
passer y — ^let  us  next  consider  how  fiirheia,  by  (akfaig 

«  IindinDvgd.^«rw.ll4S,M«M»pw*aDUC«Bat  of  thololkiniC 

fn»W  vlMch  £di  its  mogubrity  dtaenres  nocict. 

91  Hen.  lU.  "  Thomai  de  CUnton,  of  Amint^n,,  levied  ji  fine  to  Pha. 
**  MaruUon,  that  he  and  his  heirs,  his  wife,  and  tkeir  hian,  might*,  whtm 
« they  came  to  TaMworth,  or  to  thtiv  cutlt  at  Mi4dfetaD»  Oah  wilt^ 
«  »  b^flt  vxf  where  iahif.«atfr  ait  Aminto^,  mtk  oiu>  nat»  ca41^  ^Jlim 
«  Bet»anda/r4«fi/aiid/ayiia;  foe  which,  liberty  h«  eaye  him  nx  mujLS 
"of  silver.-  *      . 


TB£,LAW|9  OP  ApQhl^Q^  i/l 

fyH^  iijudapgei;  of  co^)roU.tin^.  Z^arcfity;  for,  that  tbe 
taking  fi$h  out  of  a  pond,  without  the  consent  o{  the 
qwn^^  falls,  within  ihy  Lord  Cole's  definition  of  that 
<^me^  no  one.  cap.  dpubt,  that  reads,  it.  His  ivords 
are,  **  Larceny  is  the  felonious,  "and  fraudulent 
^'  faking  and  earrying  away,  by  hny  man  or  wo- 
*^  man^  of  the  mere  personal  goods  of  another — nei- 
*'  ther  from  the  person,  nor  by  night  in  the  honse 
«  of  the  owner,"  3d  Inst.  107.  and  a  little  after,  109. 
he  expressly  says,  <'  Larceny  may  he  committed  of 
*^  fishes  in  B,pondJ*^ 

Now,  though  to  make  the  taking  any  personal 
thing  felonious,  reason  and  the  law  require,  that  the 
party  should  do  it  animo  furandiy  see  Bracton^ 
Xib.  3.  FoL  150.  Fleta^  Lib.  1.  Cap.  36.  which 
we. will  suppose  no  angler  to  be  possessed  with :  Yet 
whether  by  the  word  pondy  we  are  to  understand 

Eonds  at  large,  is  perhaps  of  some  consequence  for 
im  to  know. 

It  is  a  rule  ^n  law,  that  personal  goods,  and  things 
ferered  from  the  freehold,  shall  go  to  the  executors, 
and  not  to  the  heir:  Wentworth's  Oj^ce  of  an 
Executor^  Chap.  5.  and  so  shall  fish  in  a  trunk, 
or  the  like,  ibid,  but  Lord  Coke,  in  his  Comment 
tary  on  Littletoup  Fol.  8.  tells  us,  that  fish  in  a 
pond  shall  go  with  the  inheritance^  because,  says  he, 
"  they  were  at  their  liberty,  and  could  not  be  gotten 
'^  without  industry,  as  by  nets  or  engines." 

From  hence  we  may  conclude,  that  fish  in  ponds 
cannot  be  said  to  be  mere  personal  goods ;  and  then 
it  follows  as  a  consequence,  that  of  such  fish  larceny 
cannot  be  committed;  and  we  may  further  conclude, 
that  the  "wbtdpondSf  in  the  abore  passage,  must  mean 
only  stew-ponds,  cisterns,  or  other  such  small  recep- 
tacles of  fisn. 

Many  wholesome  laws  have,  from  time  to  time,  been 
enacted,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  fish :  but  they 
are  so  numerous,  that  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  the 
Statutes  at  large^  or  to  the  Abridgment  published  by 
a  late  worthy  and  learned  friend  of  mine,  John  Cay, 
ISsq.  deceased » 

%  ^ 


AT2  THE  LAWS  OF  ANGLING* 

He  may  algo  see  a  Discourse  on  the  laws  eoncemiftff 
anglingy  and  for  preseroation  ofjishj  at  the  end  of 
the  Angler* s  Sure  Guide^  written^— as  it  seems — by  the 
Author  of  that  book^  with  the  iBmmg  and  accuiacj 
of  an  able  lawyer^ 


APPENDIX. 


NUMBER  I. 

Referred  to  from  the  end  of  Part  I. 

[A  SYNOPSIS] 

0/  Aquatic  Insects  covering  themselves  with  eases. 


Water  insects 
that  cover 
themselves  < 
^th  cases, 
have  a  case 

.  flither 


ImmoveahUf  being  af- 
fixed to  stones ;  and 
have  a  body  either 


{ 


Hound,  with  little  threads  on 

the  sides,  or 
fiatf  and  more  compressed, 

without  little  throids. 


I 


■|.r< 

CO 


Or  m9veMe%  portable  and  migratory,  called  *^fhry» 
ganea^  —  vulgo,  «•  a  cad-case"  —  which  is  famished 
with  little  threads,  as  well  on  the  back  as  the  sides,  by 
means  whereof  they  adhere  fiimly  to  their  cases,  ex- 
cepting only  their  head  and  feet:  with  three  small 
protuberances  projecting  beyond  the  feet,  which  they 
can  erect  or  put  forth  at  pleasure,  to  hinder  their  cases 
from  pressing  down  on  their  heads  as  they  creepi  and 
troubling  them, 

"The  greater  being  two  inches 
lone; 
The  lesjer  and  most  conomoQ 
called  strenv^tvorwum 
Or    traiuverse  Tind    shorter,    with   sometimes 


Stratos  ag- 
glutinat- 
ed:  and  4 
those  ei- 
ther 


Parallel, 
constituting 
two  species; 


F 


Or  HO  straws 
adhering, 
but  small 
stones  or 
fine  sand ; 
which  are 
either 


small  stones  and  shells  intennixed. 

''Hound,  with  little  worms  within,   called   tod-> 
kutf 

p^ith  somewhat  larger  stones 
adhering  to  the  sides  of 
the  case,  but  never  to  tho 
for^  or  back  part  of  it: 
whence  it  necessarily  ap« 
pears  flat  and  compressed. 
Or  fat  and  ^  Or  with  no  stones  adhering 
compress-  to   the   sides;    but  with  a 

ed,  either  case  extending  on  each  side 

into  a    narrow   margin    or 
border,  like  wings ;  and  th« 
case  is  more  flat  and  com* 
Or  crooked,  or  rather  resembling  (^      pressed  than  the  former, 
a  horn :  for  the'  cases  of  these 
are  crooked,  and  one  extremity 
is  larger,the  other  less.  Of  these 

I  have  known  four  different  species,  viz.  the  black,  the  gres^ter 
and  )«•;  and  the  ash-colour,  the  greater  aad  leiSi 

«x9 


ry 
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All  thMe  prodoee  flics  with  very  Itiye  wings,  gike  those  <if  bottcrfiiet: 
The  mymfbm  of  these  (whidx  u-e  to  q>nng  firam  those  small  wonns 
and  which  like  tortbiaes  cairy  their  hoQses  about  with  them;  within 
which  they  turn  into  mymfbm  i  from  .which  mymphs^  afterwards  ffpna^ 
little  flies,)  Dr.  Swaimnerdam  refien  to  his  foiuth  order  'of  tramnancap- 
txons,  whereas,  in  my  opinion^  they  bdong  to  the  third,  becanse  tfaej 
change  their  don  twice. 

Another  translation  of  this  Sfuofsuy  too  copUms  to  be  here  inserted, 
together  with  many  curious  particulars  concenmig  Aquatic  Insects,  is  to. 
be  found  in  the  Naturml  Siitory  rf  Norttaw^ivukrtf  by  the  Her.  Join 
MprtoD,  chap»  7. 
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NUBfBER  II. 
tieferred  to  from  Part  II.  page  4t5}  Oi 

FEBRUARY. 

.  iPEACOCK-HACKLB.  Peacock's  herl^  alone^  or 
interchanged  with  ostrich  herl;  warping,  red  silk;  red 
cock's  hackle  oyer  idl.  It  may  be  yaned»  by  a  black 
cock's  hackle  and  silyer  twist. 

Takefiy  chiefly,  from  nine  to  eleven  in  the  moming^and 
Jrom  one  to  three  in  the  afternoon. ' 

This,  and  the  several  other  hackles  which  we  have 
here  and  hereafter  described,  beine  most  tempting  baits, 
•—should  always  be  first,  tried,  when  the  angTer  comes 
to  a  strange  riYer;  and  not  changed  tUl  he  has 
found  out,  and  is  certain  what  particular  fly  is  upon 
the  water. 


MARCH. 

GnsEN  Pbacock  HACKts.  Greenish  herl  of  a 
peacock;  warping,  green  silk;  a  black  hackle  over 
all. 

Taken  from  eight  to  eleven  in^the  morning. 

AsH-GOLouRBD  DuN.  Dub  with  the  roots  of  a  fox* 
cub's  tail ;  warp  with  pale  vdloW  silk.  Wing,  of  the 
pale  part  of  a  starling's  feather.    . , 

Taken  from  eight  to  eleven,  and  from  one  to  three. 
This  fly,  which  is  also  called  the  Violet-dun,  and 

BB  3 


ry 
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Blue-dun^  is  to  be  found  on  almost  erery  rirer ;  some 
particulars  of  it  have  been  mentioned  in  the  note,  Part 
II.  p.  426 ;  but  here  follow  some  observations  mi  it, 
which '  deserve  to  be  attended  to.  It  varies  much  in 
its  colour,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year:  in 
March  and  September  it  is  called,  and  that  very  pro- 
perly, the  violet  dun,  for  it  has  often  that  hue ;  and 
therefore,  in  the  passage  above  referred  iOy  we  have  di- 
rected the  mixing  blue-violet  crewel  with  the  fox-cub 
down.  In  April  it  assumes  a  pale  ash*colour :  and  in 
May  is  of  a  beautiful  lemon-colour,  both  body  and 
wings*  In  June  and  Julj/  it  is  blpe-black ;  and  from 
July  J  it  insensibly  varies  till  it  becomes  of  its  primitive 
colour,  violet  dun,  which  it  never  fails  to  do  by 
Sepietnbtr. 

APRIL. 

Peari^colohs,  or  Heron  Dok.  Dub  with  the 
yellowish  or  ash-coloured  herl  of  a  heron ;  warp  with 
ash-GoIoured  silk.  Wing,  from  the  short  feather  of 
a  heron^-or  from  a  coot's  wing-«>of  an  ash-colour. 

Morning  and  afternoon* 

Blue  Dun.  Dub  with  the  fur  of  a  water-rat ;  waip 
with  ash-colour.    Wing,  of  a  coot's  feather. 

Morning  and  afternoon. 


MAY. 

Silver-Twist  Hackle.  Dub  with  the  herl  of  an 
ostrich  feather;  warp  with  dark  green,«»silver-twist,«" 
and  black  cock's  hackle  over  all. 

Taken  from  nine  to  eleven^  especially  in  a  showery 
day. 

«ooTY  Dun.  Dub  with  black  spaniel's  fur,  or  the 
herl  of  an  ostrich ;  warp  with  gnen.  Wing,  the  dark 
part  of  a  land-rail  or  coot. 
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Taken  best  it  a  thomery  day^  q$  also  in  April  or 
Jiine. 

Light  »mmmio   or  Spbiho  Browk.     Dab  with 
light  brown  of  a  calf ;  warp  with  orange-cdour  ;  wing 
of  a  pale  grey  mallard's  feather. 
Taken  chiefy  before  sun-set  in  a  warm  evening :  A 
gooifiw 

AUhoueh  much  is  said,  in  the  First  Part  of  the 
foreioinimdogues,  [pa!  188.]  of  the  Oak^fitf,  the 
^ASU^nh^aZry  supe>fcial  descriptwnof 
it-md  his  Actions  for  making  it  are  extremely  tm- 
LS;we  would  therefore  recommend  the  mahng 
Tafte^  the  natural  fyi  and  that  accordmg  to  the 
fottowing  directions. 

Oak-Fit.  BysomecaUedtbeAsh-fly,  (by  others, 
err«^«sKtbeftawthom.fly.)  The  head,  which  « 
lareTof  M  ash-colour;  the  npper  part  of  the  body 
«CTUb  lithtwo  or  three  hairs  of  bright  brown  imxt, 
STa  ve^  Uttle  light  blue,  and  sometiines  a  hair  or 
SoofStSSn;  the  taa  part  is  gwish  mixt  with 
o«n« ;  wiiirS  a  mottJerfbrown feaA«r  of  a  w«.d. 
S%rtri&,  or  brown  hen ;  hook  No.  8  or  9. 
ThU  iSthe  flf  which  is  seen  much-w  March,  Jpnl, 
Mal^drune--m  the  body  of  ash-trees,  oaks,  wil- 
.  £^;  iTd  thorns  growing  near  the  wa^^  Jandnjg 
irith  its  head  downwards.  It  is  an  excellent  ny,  dui 
SfficuttSTmitate.  bring  of  ^J^Z"\T^!t 

**oif/Hai!-TAW«BY,  ObAHGB-BUOWH,  CAMtET^fLT, 

A,  n^»  JIy  WiTHy-Fi-T,  or  Bastabd  Cadis.  Dub 
wUh  Srk  browi^Jaiiel's  hair,  or.caU's  hair,  that 
witn  *^,^"  ^Sf.  varpwith  deep  orange  j  black 

,  te-;3J^s:iriig.'vying,ofaLkishf«^^^^ 

a  mallard  or  starling, 

E  B  4! 
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Taken  chieflj/  in' a  'mc^ng  htyifi'er^hhe'G^i^n^drake 
comes  upon  the  water. 

HuzzARD^  Dub  wiiU  pale*IemonVcot6i^edmol^tf| 
or  osirich-feather  dyed  vellow ;  -warp  with  yellow ;  gold 
twist  and  yellow  hackle^  oyer  all.  Wing,  of  a  yerj 
pale  mallard's  f<^ather  dyed  of  a  1^6n-colour;  me 
winffg  large,  and  longer  than  the  body,  lying  flat  on 
the  back. 

Taken    in  ,a    blustering  day j  'before  the   May-fy 
conies  in. 

A  fly  little. Ttho^y  But  the  yrisf^fieautifiil  of 'ifte 
insect  species  that  frequeht'  the'  wiiter.  It  is  bir^ 
than   the  Green-drake;  of  a  beautiful' l^on-coloui; 

.  both  body  iltid  ^fi^ia^y  Which  are  'foi^  in  namber, 
and  lie  close  to  its  back.  It  is  to  be  met  with  in 
but  few  riyers,  and  is  'therefore  esteemed  a  great 
curiosity :  in  thdse  riyers  that  produce  them,  they 
appotr,  in  great  numbers/  abbut'  the  lifter  end  of 
April:  at  which  time,  aiyl  afterwards,  the  Trouts 
rise  at'them  yery  eagerly;  doubtless,  this  is  a  true 

.  water-ily :  it  ib  8U|>pomi  to  be  produced'  £r<Nn  a  yery 

'laree  cadis. 

DEATH-DaA^E«  The  body,  one  herl  of  bltfck 
ostrich  and  two  of  peacock j  silyer-twist ;  bllu^k  hackle. 
Wing,  of  the  dark  felither  of  a  maUakd,  of  a  copper- 
colouv. 

Taken  chiefly  in  an  Opening  when  the  M^y-fly  is 
'almost  gone. 

Yellow  Miller,  or  Owl-Fly.  The  body  of  a 
yellow  martern's  fur^  ordstrich  heii-dyed  boff-colour. 
Wing,of  theliiddy  feather  of  ayoung  petCcOck's  wing, 
or  pale  brown  chicken. 

Taken  from  sun-set  till  ten  at  night,  and  frotntwo 
till  four  in  the  morning. 
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JUNE. 

The  Mui/*JlieSf  most  of  theniy  as  above. 
JULY. 

Middling  Browk.  Made  of  calTs  hair,  twisted 
upon  pate  yellow  silk,  for  the  silk  to  appear.  Win^^ 
of  a  malkcrd's  feather* 

Darb:  Brown.  Warp  with  red  silk,  >¥ith  a  deep 
orange  tag  at  the  tail.     W ing»  of  a  mallard's  feather« 

Willow  Cricket,  or  Small  Peacock  Fly.  A 
kerl  of  a  green  peacock's  feather ;  warp  with  green  silk* 
Wing,  of  a  starling's  feather,  longer  than  the  bodj. 

jf  morning Jlj/y  especially  for  Grayling  in  rapid  rivers. 

Pismire.  The  body,  some  few  reeves  of  a  cock', 
pheasant's  tail  feather,  or  ruddy  barge-sail,  or  brown 
carpet^  or  old  bear's  hair,  towards  the  roots,  tan- 
ned with  the  weather;  one  peacock's  herl  may  be 
twisted  with  it :  warp  with  ruddy  silk.  Wing,  the 
light  part  of  a  starling's  feather,  left  longer  than  the 
body. 

A  killing  jly  after  an  emmet-Jlighty  hut  not  before, 

AUGUST. 

The  Pismire  thronffh  this  month ;  as  also  the  other 
Flies  of  the  last  month. 

SEPTEMBER. 

Large  F<etid  Light  Brown,  The  body  of  light 
calf  or  cow's  hair,  or  seal's  for  dyed  of  the  colour; 
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warp  with  ruddy  or  oraoge-coloared  silk.    Wing,  of 
a  ruddy  brown  chicken  large  and  long. 

A  killing  jly  in  a  morning.  This  fiy  ii  much 
upon  Hacimey  rivety  and  is  much  ruddier  there 
than  elsewhere.  In  the  Thamesy  I  hate  caught 
with  it  Dace  of  the  largest  size^  and  in  great 
numbers^  Somewhat  of  Us  History  is  given  in 
the  notes,  p*  305^  6. 
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NUMBER  III. 
Referred  to  from  Pait  II.  page  4S5,  n. 

JANUARY. 

SPRING  Black.  Body,  black  wool  of  a  sheep's 
fiice,  with  or  without  a  greenish  peacock's  herl; 
warp  with  brown  silk.  Wing,  the  grey  feather  of  a 
mallard. 

Second  Spring  Black,  Body,  the  very  blackest 
part  of  the  darkest  hare's  scut  you  can  procnre ;  with 
or  without  a  greenish  peacock's  herl.  Warp  with 
ash-coloured  silk.    Wing,  of  a  field-fare's  feather. 

ThiSf  and  the  othevy  spring  black  are  best  taken  in 
bright  weather. 

Bloa*  Herl.    Body,  black  rabbit's  scut ;  black  of 
a  hare's  scut;    greenish  peacock's  herl;  warp  with 
'  brown  silk :  wing,  the  light  part  of  a  fieldfare's  fea« 
ther. 

Black  Hackle.  Body,  pale  yellow  silk ;  with  a 
black  cock's  hackle  turned  about  it. 

Dun  Hackle.  Body,  dun-coloured  silk;  with  a 
dun  cock's  hackle. 

*  This  is  a  north  countxy  word,  and  as  I  am  told,  signifies  a  colonr 
resembling  that  of  a  mole*8  back,  which  has  a  blueish  gloss.  I  find 
it,  thus^  explained— in  a  cataloeue  of  local  words,  commuoicated  in  a 
LttUr  from  Mr.  Thoresby,  of  Leeds,  to  Mr.  Ray :  «  Bloa,  black  and 
**  blue."  Fbil9sopbical  letters  between  the  learned  Mr.  Ray,  and  irveral 
•f  hit  ingenious  corresposde&tSi  Ocuw,  It  18,  page  321, 


FEBRUARY. 

t'he  same  Flies  as  are  directed  toUt  the  preceding 
inonth. 


MAftGft. 

The  same  Flies  as  are  directed  fbr  the  preceding 
inonths  ;  and  also  the 

Turkey  Fly,  or  March  Fly.  Body,  bcQTn/oal'i 

'  bair, — ^tops  of  the  ^iiiffs  of  a  woodcock,  some  niddjj 

others  grey,  well  mixed  t<^ther :  warp  with  pink  and 

^llo'wr,  or  pink  and  liffht  colouted  brown  silk,  twisted 

together :  wmg,  of  a  pEeasant-copk's  feather* 

N«  Ba  This^  it,  is  supposed,  is  the  Coh*fhff  so  much 
cried  up  in  Woks. 


APRIL. 

Light  Bloa.  Body,  li§lrt  fox-^jub  .fur,,  a  ^ittle 
lieht  foaVs  hair ;  a  little  sqairfel's  bloa,  and  the  whit- 
ish yellow  of  the  same,  all  these  wdl  mixed  to0«« 
ther ;  warp  with  yellow  silk.  Wing,  of  a  light  hSA* 
fare's  feather. 

Dun.  Body,  dunnest  filmert*  or  martem's  for, 
Indian  fox-dun,  light  dun  fox-cub^  coarse  hair  of  the 
stump  of  a  squirrers  tail  of  a  briehtish  brown  or  %  yel- 
lowish cast ;  warp  with  yellow  suk.  Wing,  the  lu^ht 
feather  of  a  fieldfare. 

Plain  Hackle.    Body,   black  ostrich  herl,  with 

«  Fdmer*.  Thi*  is  xbm  animal  which  Walton,  p.  95,  calls  the  Mi- 
mart  :  but  the  former  is  a  name  by  which  it  is  very  well  known  at  the 
furrier's. 
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red  or  black  cock's  hackle  over  it;  and,  in  hot  wtather, 
add  gold  twist. 

Red  Haokle.  Body,  red  silk  and  gold  twist;  and' 
a  red  cock's  hackl&«--'till  June :  afterwards,  use  orange 
silk  for  the  body.    An  excellently. 

N.  B.  This  is  more  properly  the  Orange-fly.  It  re- 
smbles  in  colour  a  Senile  orange.  Trings  may 
be  addedj  either  of  a  ruddy  hen  or  chicken^  or  of* 
the  softest  feather  of  a  rook^s  wing :  the  first 
tHU  gtve  it  on  orange^ — the  latter,  a  mnnish  hue, 
It  has  four  wings  ;  ttco  next  the  body^  of  a  very, 
dark  grey  colour^'^and  twoj  serving  as  a  case 
over  tnemj  sometimes  of  a  dirty  blackish  colour^ 
and  sometimes  of  an  orange  cohur. 

Bloa  Watchbt*,  Is  a  small  fly;  and  appears 
dn  the  water,  in  a  cold  day.  (hook  No.  9  or  10.)  The 
body,  fur  of  a  water-rat» — ^black  part  of  a  hare's  scut^ 
the  jmle  roots  cut  off,— -a  very  little  brown  bear's  hair : 
warp  with  pale  brown,  or  oliye-coloured,  silk.  Wing^ 
of  a  hen  blackbird. 

Yellow  Watchet.  Body,  water  rat's  to,  the 
bhckest  part  of  a  hare's  sent,  mniish  yellow  crewel  fo» 
feet ;  warp  with  green  silk.  W  bg,  the  lightest  pavt  of 
a  blackbird's  feaUier.    Hook  No.  9  or  10. 

Knotted  Gret  Gnat.  Body,  darkest  part  of  a 
hare's  scut,  dark  brown  foal's  hair,  aark  fur  of  the  black 
of  an  old  fox ;  warp  with  grey  silk.  Wing,  the  \A<sm 
feather  of  a  fieldfare. 

GaEBN-TAiL.  Body,  dark  part  of  a  hare's  scut^ 
and  darkest  bloa  fiir  of  an  old  fox ;    light  part  of  a 

anirrd's  tail,— and  a  hair  or  two  of  the  coarse  brown- 
i  part  of  it.  for  feet ;  warp  with  ash-coloured  silk. 
Wing,  of  a  hen  pheasant. 

•  WATcat r }  C9kr  tsruUlu  wftkawt  8ki«Ser.    Mi*  or  fkSfAAtb* 
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Sakd  Fly.  Body,  4arl^  browD  foal's  hair,  a  litUe 
bloa  sqoirrer&  fur,  and  the  whitish  yellow  of  the  same  ; 
warp  with  yellow  silk,  Wing,  the  light  part  of  a  field- 
ht^B  fe^tlieTt 


MAY. 

The  nine  foregoing  Flies  direqted  for  April  i  and 
also  the 

Bloa  Herl.  Body,  fox's  fiir,  dark  part  of  a  hare's 
scat,  greenish  herl  of  a  peacock  (if  the  weather  is 
warm  for  the  season,  otherwise  little  or  none  of  Uie 
greenish  herl) ;  warp  with  brown  silk.  Wing,  of  a 
starling's  feather. 

Dun.  Body,  dunnist^  bloa  fur  of  an  old  foz^ 
milled  with  pale  yellow,  the  ends  of  the  hairs  of  an, 
old  fox  almost  red,  some  coarse  hairs  taken  out  of 
the  tail  or  brush ;  warp  with  yellow.  Wing,  starling^s 
ieather. 

Stone-Gnat.  Body,  the  roots  of  the  darkest 
part  of  a  hare's  scut,  the  top  or  ends  being  cut  off; 
warp  with  ash-coloured  silk.  Wing,  a  blacU>ird's  fea* 
ther. 

liiQHT  Bloa.  Body,  li^ht  fur  of  an  old  fox, 
mixed  with  pale  yellow  crewel;  warp  with  pale  yellow 
silk.     Wing,  light  feather  of  ^  jay, 

Orange  Brown.  Body,  orange-coloured  wool, 
with  bright  brown  bear's  hair  mixed ;  warp  with  orange 
silk*    Wing,  of  a  starling's  feather. 

« 
Peacock  Hackle.    Body,  peacock's  ruddy  heil; 
red  cock's  hackle*    Warp  with  red  silk. 

Blac|l  Heb^.     Body,  black  herl  of  aa  o^trichj 
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aod 

with 

fare. 


ruddy  lierl  of  a  peacock,  twisted  together ;  warp 
brown  silk.    Wing,  the  light  feather  of  a  fieUU 


PcwET,  or  LAPwiyo's  Topping..  Body,  peacock's 
lierl,  and  that  of  a  lapwing's  crown  feather,  twisted 
toother ;  warp  with  red  silk.  Wing,  the  red  feather 
pf  a  partridge  s  tail. 

Red  Herl.  Body,  two  herls  of  a  peacock,  twisted 
t(^ether ;  warp  with  ruddy  silk.  Wing,  the  red  featl)^ 
qfa  partridge's  tail* 

JUNE. 

The  Dun^  Stone^gnaty  Light  hhoy  Orange  hrown^ 
Peacock  hackle^  Black  herly  Pewefs  toppingy  and 
Med  Aerf— of  the  last  month«— go,  also,  through  this. 
There  are  likewise  taken  the 

Wif  1TTERISH.  Body,  the  root«end  pf  the  white 
p^  of  a  l^are's  scut,— rl^ht  grey  foal's  hair,  or  camel's 
hair,  towards  the  tail,-— the  dark  part  of  a  hare's  scut 
with  some  brown  hairs  mixed ;  peacock's  herl  for  the 
head ;  w^p  with  wh|te  silk«  Wing,  the  fei^ther  of  a 
sea-mew. 

Light  GiiEy.  Body,  fur  of  the  inner  jpart  of  a 
rabbit's  1^,  the  lightest  of  the  dark  part  or  a  hare's 
^ut ;  warp  with  asn^colouredsUk.  n  ings,  light-grejr 
{oallard's  feather. 


JULY. 

The  Peacock  hackle^  Black  herly  PemeCs  toppings 
;f^ld  fitd  hcrPmfoi^  ])lay  and  June;  and  the  fFkMerUh 
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aodZ4gft#«*|fr«yw^tkeIiwiiWHtk;  mnesiaofytttm^ 
AncLtDthiMe^  ^ddtbs 

Brown.  Body,  hair  of  a  very  light  brown,  or 
raddisb,  oalf^^Nur  sponU^v^iaditfht  Imr's  b^r,  mix** 
ed ;  warp  wiib  pale  oprango^  ^Vttig»  the  ftfttb^  of  a. 
laadimih 


AUGUST. 

The  Peacock  hackle^  and  the  three  fpUoxUngVMe^'^ 
of  May  and  the  two  subsequent  months ;  and  the  Brown 
of  the  last  month ;  serye  ako  for  this :  In  which 
also  are  taken  the 

G&gt-Fjly«  Body,  light  giey  foaUs  baif  miwd 
with  the  dark  part  of  a  hacQ's  scut ;  warp  with  gpji 
silk.    Wing,  a  ben-photsaat's.&atbsr. 

Black  Ant-Fly.  Body,  darkest  part  of  a  hare's 
scut,  and  dark  brown  woolr-^r  sheep's  russet— equally 
mixed,— and  one  single  ruddy  herl  of  a  peacock ;  all 
twisted  tojpether;  warp  with  copper-coloured  silk. 
Wing^  a  field&re's  feather. 

Brown  ANT-FfeY.  Body ,  bright  brown  bear's  hair, 
much  weather  beaten.  Almost  of  an  orang^colour 
towards  the  tail ;  and,  therefore,  a  few  hairs  o{  a 
light  brown,  or  flame-coloured,  calf— por  spaniers  hair 
— to  be  added  in  the  tail  part.  Warp  wifth  oran^- 
coloured  si&.  Wing,  the  light  feather  of  ^  fieldjiiure 
or  starling. 

Note,  The  Black  and  the  Brown  Ant  Fly  /  haxie 
studied  to  imitate  with  other  materials,  (and  have 
found  them  succeed  very  weU^)  made  as  follows : 

BirACK  Ant.    Brotm  bear's  Mty  md  a  Httie  gff^ 


HO.  ni.  AP»iri>iic.  4ST 

squirreTs  hair  next  the  roots j  peacock  herl;  wmrp 
with  copper*colour  or  ash. 

Brown  Ant.  Ught  barfce-saily  seaPs  fur  and 
brown  hearts  hair,  peacock  herl;  warp  with  orange* 
Wings  of  this  and  the  former^  starling*s  feather; 
longer  than  the  bodj^. 


w  r 
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NUMBER  IV^. 
lUferred  to  from  Part  II.  page  425,  n. 

FEBRUARY. 

PRIME  DvN.  Dubbing,  of  tbe  down  of  a  fox-cub, 
warped  with  sad  ash-coloured  silk  :  wings,  of  the  fea- 
ther got  from  the  quill  of  a  *  shepstare's  win^.  This 
Ay  is  made  little :  but  there  is  another ,  made  ofthe  $qm^ 
mbbmgi  larger  hj  fitr. 

MARCH. 

The  same  Flies  as  are  taken  in  Fehruary^  wiH  ba 
taken  iu  March :  and  also  those  hereafter  mentioned. 

Moorish  Brown.  Dubbing,  of  the  wool  of  a  black 
sheep ;  warped  with  red  silk.  SVings,  of  the  feather 
got  nrom  a  partridge  wing. 

Palm-Flt.  Dubbing,  of  the  hair  of  a  brown  spar 
niel,  got  on  the  outside  of  the  ear,  and  a  little  sea-green 
wool  mixed ;  warped  with  brown  cloth-coloured  siUu 
Wings,  of  a  shepstare's  quill-feather. 

Gbeen-Tail.  Dubbinj^,  ofthe  brown  hair  of  a  sp^^ 
niel,  got  on  the  outside  of  the  ear :  but  a  little,  in  the 
end  of  the  tail,  must  be  all  of  sea-green  wool^  without 
mixture.    Wings,  as  the  last. 

*  The  retdcr  is  to  note,  that  sBtfittan^  sUre^  and  tUu^t  ve  words 
•IQooymoiu.    rSd^  Mtasheu's  i>ff#.  ^VmStari^ 
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APRIL. 

Bright  Bear.  Dubbing,  of  bright  bear's  bair ; 
T?arped  with  sad  cloth-coloured  silk.  WiDgs,  of  ashep- 
stare's  quill  feather. — Others  dub  the  body  with  yellow 
silk^  which  is  better. 

Yet^low  Dun.  Dubbine,  of  yellow  wool,  and  ash* 
coloured  fox*cub  down  mixedtogether;  dubbedf  warped] 
with  yellow  silk ;  Wines^  of  the  feather  of  a  sbep- 
stare's  quill.— Others  dub  it  with  dun  bear's  hair^  and 
the  yellow  fur  got  from  a  martern's  skin,  mixed  to- 
gether; and,  with  yellow  silk.  Wings,  of  a  shep- 
stare's  quill-feather. 

Make  two  other  flies,  their  bodies  dubbed  as  the 
last :  but,  in  the  one,  mingle  sanded  hog's  down;  and, 
in  the  other,  black  hog's  down.  Wings,  of  a  shep- 
stare's  quill-feather. 

And  there  is  also  taken  an  excellent  fly,  made  of  dun 
bear's  hair,  yellow  martern's  fut,  sanded  hog's  down, 
and  black  hog's  down,  all  mixed  in  an  equal  propor- 
tion  tofdher;  warped  with  yellow  silk*.  Wings,  of 
the  feather  of  a  shepstare's  quill. 

These  sereral  flies,  mentioned  for  AprU^  are  rery 
good ;  and  will  be  tak^n,  all  the  Spring  and  Summer. 


MAY. 

TnoaK-Ftr.  Dubbing,  of  black  lamb's  wool; 
warped  with  black  silk.  vVings,  of  a  mallard's  light 
grey  feather. — Note,  Thaty  in  all  the  instances^  where 
mallard's  feathers  are  directed  to  be  used  for  wingSi"^ 
they  must  be  those  of  the  wildy  and  not  the  tame 
mallard. 

Knop-Flt.  Dubbing,  of  the  down  of  an  otter-cub, 
and  the  herl  of  a  peacock ;  warped  with  bhck  »ilk« 
'>V^i|igs,  of  the  light  grey  feather  of  a  mallard* 

FF  2 


4iO  AmwBK.  iro.  it. 

Fern-Bud.  This  fly  is  got  on  fan;  andtheno/ifra/ 
Obe  is  very  mod  to  dib  wiA.  It  bas  a  short  thick  body, 
of  a  very  sad  greenish  colour ;  and  tvo  pair  of  wings, — 
the  uppermost  are  hard,  and  sometimes  taken  of:  but 
the  widermost,  diajdianous.  And  it  is  dubbed  with 
the  herl  of  a  peaood^,  and  very  sad  green  silk:  winga, 
of  the  feather  of  a  fieldfare's  quill  got  out  of  the  ving. 

LiTTifE  D^ir.  Dubbing,  of  an  otter's  for ;  wvped 
with  ash-a^urod  silk«  -Wings^  of  a  ihopstare's  quill- 
leather. 

Ybixow  May  Fi«t»  Dubbing,  of  yellow  wool,  mix- 
ed wkh  yellow  for  of  a  nuvtem;  warped  with  yeUow 
silk.  Wings,  of  the  lightest-colowed  feather  of  a 
throstle. 

JUNE. 

Black  Midoe,  <fr  Gitat.  Dubbing,  of  the  dawn 
of  a  mole;  warped  with  black  silk.  Wiags^  of  alight 
grey  shepstare's  quill-feather. 

Gret  Midge,  or  Gjtat.  Dabbiae,  of  the  down 
of  a  sad  grey  cat,  or  sad  giey  earners  hair;  warped 
with  gfey  silk.  Wii^gs,  of  the  grey  feather  of  a  mal- 
lard. 

Purple-Flt.  Dubbing,  of  purple  wool,  and  a  lit* 
tie  bear's  hair  mixed— sometimes,  no  bear's  nair  at  all. 
Winffs,  of  a  shcpstare's  quitt-feaUier.  Waiped  with 
purple  silk. 

Sak]>-Fi<t.  Dubbmg,  of  the  wool  gotten  off  the 
flaiOt  of  a  black  sheep;  warped  with  black  silk.  Wings^ 
of  the  sad-coloured  leather  of  a  throsile-quill.  .  Othen 
make  the  body,  of  the  feather  of  a  heron  s  neck. 

Mackbrii..  Dubbing,  of  light  brown  ousel's  hair  i 
warped  with  UMknlk.  Wings, of  arcdcock'sfeitfacr. 
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JULY. 

Blue  Duk.  Dabbing,  of  the  down  of  a  Tvater-monse^ 
and  the  bluish  dun  of  an  old  fi>z,  mixed  together ;  warp- 
ed with  sad  ash-coloured  silk.  Wings,  of  a  shepstare's 
quill-feaUier* 

AUGUST. 

Bvflfl  Bbown.  Dubbiflg^  Ibe  Ught  brown  hair  of 
a  cur.  The  head,  blaok.  Wings,  c^  the  feather  of  a 
red  hen.    Warped,  with  orange-coloared  silk. 

Hbarth-Flt.  DaUbin^,  of  the  wool  of  an  old  black 
sheep ;  with  some  tmj  hairs  in  it,  for  Ae  body  and 
head.  WingSjOfaiigMshepstare'sqain-ftather;  warp- 
ed«on  with  black  silk. 

Pismirb-Flt.  Dabbiar,  of  bright  brown  bear's 
baur;  warped  with  red  silk.  Wings,  of  the  saddest* 
coloured  shapstaie's  f  mH-tether.    A  goodjly. 


SESTEMBER. 

LiTTiiE  Blub  Dvn.  Dubbing,  of  the  down  of  a 
mouse,  ^bodyand  bead ;  warped  with  sad  ash-cdoured 
silk.  Wiags,  of  a  sad^solowred  shepstave's  qaiU-feather. 


F  F  S 
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NUMBER  V. 

Refened  to  from  Part  II.  page  444,  n* 

Ten  years  one  Month  and  five  Days^  Angling* 

FISH  taken  in  the  counties  of  Carmarthen  ^ 

and  Glamorgan,  commencing  llthr  ^^^q 

April,  1763,  to  the  10th  April,  1754,  (  ^^'* 
inclusive         —        —        —         y 

Ditto  in  the  counties  of  Pembroke,  Carmar-  \ 

then,  Glamorgan,  and  Derby,  fromr  ^^rmo 

11th  April,  1754,  to  S4th  October  f  ^^ 
following         —        —        —        J 

1756  Ditto  in  the  counties  of  York,  Salop,  >  ^^on 

and  Glamorgan        .     —             —  ^  o    J 

t757  Fish  taken  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan  9ST2 

1758  Ditto  in  the  counties  of  Gbimorgan,>  .^gp 

Brecon,  RadAor,  and  Hereford    -*   $ 

1759  Ditto  in  the  same  counties             -~  S490 

1760  Ditto  in  the  county  of  Glamorgan          —  S150 

1761  Ditto  in  the  same  county^         —          — -  252S 

1762  Ditto  in  the  counties  of  Ghimorgan  and  >  qio* 

Carmarthen  ~  —  $     ^'^ 

1763  Ditto  in  the  county  of  Carmaithen        —    3158 

1764  Ditto  in  the  county  of  Carmarthen  io^ 

S3d  July,  being  my  last  day's  an->     1814 
giing  in  the  principality        —         ) 


Th^  whole  given  to  the  pnUic^      47  ISO 

The  rich,  the  poor,  'the  sick,  and  the  healthy,  hart 
lasted  of  the  labour  of  my  hands. 

In  the  first  nine  months  in  the  year  1751,  I  took  in 
the  counties  of  Pembroke,  and  uamarthen,  'above  a 
thousand  trouts,  and  though  I  hare,  taken  trouts  in. 


every  month  in  the  year,  since ;  yet  I  could  not^  in  any 
one  year^  reach  that  number : — ^perhaps  I  have  done  it. 
before  1751 ;  but  I  did  not,  then,  keep  an  account  all 
the  year  round,  only  noted  those  dajrs  in  which  I  had 
diyersion  more  than  common.  I 

N.  B«   There  were  some  pike  and    chubj  eel  and  | 

Jhunder^  taken,  wMch  are  not  noted  in  the  above  ac-  i 

count. 

If  I  had  had  the  honour  of  an  acquaintance  voUh 
this  keen  and  laborious  Sportsman^  1  might  possibly  at 
times  hofoe  checked  him  in  the  ardor  of  his  pursuit,  by 
reminJBns  him  of  that  excellent  maxim,  Ne  quid  nimis, 
f.  e.  Nothing  too  much.  The  pleasure  of  angling 
consists  not  so  much  in  the  number  ofjish  we  catchy 
cs  in  the  exercise  of  our  art,  the  grattficeUion  of  our 
hopes,  and  the  reward  of  our  mil  and  ingenuity  : 
TDere  it  possible  for  an  Angler  to  be  sure  of  every  cast 
9f  ^l^  fyy  90  th€d  for  stx  hours  together  his  hiwk 
should  never  come  home  withotit  ansh  at  it,  angling 
would  be  no  more  a  recreation  than  the  sawing  of  stone 
or  the  pumping  of  water. 
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NVUBER  TI. 
Cofdmmng  add&ional  Rv%m  mi  Cktrmsm. 

h  WHEN  you  have  hooked  a  fish,  never  suffer  him 
to  ran  out  with  the  line :  but  keep  your  rod  beni^  and 
91  near  perpendicular  as  you  can ;  bj  this  metbod,  tte 
top  jplks  ia  every  pull  be  aiakes,  and  you  pievert  tit 
sbaminff  of  your  line :  £ox  tbesame  reason, 

11.  Never  rvse  a  lai^  iisli  out  oi  the  wiUer  Inr  tafe> 
ing  the  hair  to  which  your  hook  is  fastened,  «  wdaed 
any  part  of  the  Uoe,  into  y^ur  band  2  but  either  pat» 
faii(»iV-»«t  under  biin^  or  for  want  of  that,  vonr  i^li 
you  nay  indeed  in  fly<fisbiag)  lay  hold  of  jM>ur  Urn 
to  draw  a£sb  to  you;  but  this  must  bo  dmie  with  can* 
tion. 

HL  Tour  silk  for  whipping  books  and  otber  fim 
work,  must  be  yery  small :  use  it  double  :  and  wax  M 
*-ana,  indeed,  an^  other  kind  of  binding*-with  ^kae^ 
waktf%  wax,  which  of  all  wax  is  the  toughed,  omd 
bolds  best ;  if  your  wax  is  too  stiff,  temper  it  with 
tallow. 

lY.  If  for  strong  fishing,  you  use^ros^ — ^which  when 
you  can  get  it  fine,  is  to  te  preferred  ^gut — ^remember 
always  to  soak  it,  about  an  nour,  in  water  before  yt>u  use 
it :  this  will  make  it  tough,  and  prevent  its  kinkbff. 

V.  Whenever  you  b^in  fishing,  wet  the  ends  of  the 
joints  of  your  rod  ;  which,  as  it  makes  them  swell,  will 
prevent  their  loosening.    And, 

YI.  If  you  happen  with  rain  or  otherwise  to  wet 
your  rod,  so  that  you  cannot  pull  the  joints  asunder,— 
turn  the  ferule,  a  few  times,  round  in  the  flame  <^  a 
candle  ;  and  they  will  easily  separate. 

YIL  Before  you  fix  the  loop  of  bristle  to  your  hook, 
in  order  to  make  a  fl^,— >to  prevent  its  drawing,  be  sure 
to  singe  the  ends  of  it  in  the  flame  of  a  candle ;  do  the 
same  by  the  hair,  to  i^hich  at  any  time  you  whip  a 
hook. 
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Vlil.  Maike  flies  in  warm  weath«r  only :  finr  in  totd, 
ymnt  wx^A  silk  will  not  draw. 

IX.  In  TMny  weather,  or  when  tiie  season  for  Sshtn; 
is  over,  repair  whatever  damage  your  tacUe  has  s«s« 
teined. 

X.  Never  regard  what  bunglers  and  slovens  tell  yon  ; 
Iwl  beKere,  that  neatness  in  yonr  tackle,  and  a  nice  and 
eurieus  kmd  in  all  yonr  work^  especiatly  in  fly-making, 
aie  absoltttely  neeessary . 

XI.  Be  ever  so  provided  as  to  be  able  to  help  yonr- 
sflif  in  all  exigencies :  nor  deem  it  a  small  incivility,  to 
interrupt  yonr  companion  in  his  sport,  br  frequently 
csdlang  to  him  to  knd  you  a  plummet  or  aiciis/i?,-^-<nr  to 
npply  you  with  a  hooJcy  Kfoat^  a  few  shoi^  ox  any  thtng^ 
eisa  that  yon  ought  to  be  furnished  with  before  you  set 
omt  for  your  lecreatioQ. 

Xir.  Never  fish  in  any  water  that  b  ^vd  common, 
without  leave  of  the  owner j  which  is  seldom  denied  to 
any  but  those  who  do  not  deserve  it. 

XIII.  If  at  any  time  you  haf^n  to  be  overheated 
with  walkii^,  or  other  exercise,— avoid  small  liquors, 
especially  water,  as  you  would  poison ;  and  rather  take 
a  glass  of  rum  or  brandy  ;  the  instantaneous  e^cts 
whereof,  in  cooling  the  body,  and  quenching  drought, 
are  amazing. 

XIV.  Never  be  tempted  in  the  pursuit  of  your  re- 
creation to  wadt ;  at  least  not,  as  I  have  seen  some  do, 
to  the  waist.  This  indiscreet  practice  has  been  known 
to  bring  on  fevers  that  have  terminated  in  abscesses,  and 
endangered  the  loss  of  a  limb. 

XV.  Never  to  ipreserve  the  character  of  an  expert 
Angler  be  guilty  of  that  mean  practice  oi  butfing  jish^ 

*  There  are  others,  to  whom  this  caution  against  buying  fiah  may  be 
usefoL  One  of  the  greatest  temptations  to  the  fishing  with  nnlawfol  nets 
In  the  Thames  near  London,  is  the  high  price  which  by  an  artifice  some  of 
the  scaly  kinds  of  fish^  that  is  to  say  roach  and  tbce  are  made  to  letch ; 
for  the  takers  of  such,  first,  tcrapt  off  the  icaUs^  and  sell  them  ly  the 
pound  to  the  necklace-makers ;  (who  make  thereof  a  kind  of  amaigmmm^ 
with  which  they  cover  wax  beads,  and  thereby  imitate  pearls;)  and, 
having  so  done,  ther  ay  the  smallest,  and  very  refuse,  of  tne  fish  aboitt 
the  itxeetsy  and  sell  taem  to  ignorant  hoiuekeepert  tot  giMfgnM*, 
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of  sacb  of  your  fellow  Bportsiiieti  as  have  had  better  sac* 
oess  than  yourself;  thereby  giving  occasion  for  thai 
bitter  sarcasm,  the  more  bitter  for  Being  true;  **  They 
^^  were  caught  with  a  silver  hook*** 

XVI.  Remember,  that  the  wit  and  invention  of  maiN 
kind  were  bestowed  for  other  purposes  than  to  deceive 
My  Jish;  and  that  however  delightful  angling  may 
have  been  made  to  appear,  by  the  foregoing  pages,  it 
ceases  to  be  innocent  when  used  otherwise  tnan  as  a 
mere  recreation. 

XVIL  Lastly,  When  seated  under  a  shady  tree,  on 
the  side  of  a  pleasant  river ;  or,  moving  about  on  the 
banks  of  it,  thou  art  otherwise  pursuing  thy  recreation; 
when  the  gliding  of  waters^  the  singing  of  birds,  the 
bleating  ofjhcks,  the  lowing  of  catlky  and  the  viem 
of  delishtful  prospects j  and  the  various  occupations 
of  runu  industry,  shall  dispose  thee  to  thought  and  re- 
flection,—^let  the  beauties  of  nature  ;  the  power y  wis* 
ioniy  and  goodness  of  the  Almightj/y  as  manifestol  in 
the  production  of  his  creatures ;  the  order  and  course- of 
Us  providence,  in  their  preservation  ;  the  rewards  ^  a 
good  life;  ajid  the  certainty  of  thy  end;  be  the  sub- 
jects of  thy  meditation. 
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MJMBER  VII- 

ECLOGA  P18CATOEIA, 

A  M£TA8TA8io^  ui  dicttur. 


CANDroA  vit« 
Gaudia  nescit 
Ah  miaer !  ille, 
Qai  requievit 
Littore  nunquam 
Mollis  areniB 
Pone  reclinis ; 
Grata  Fayoni 
Qaum  kyis  aiiia> 
Yesperesero 
Fluctibus  orta^ 
Flamine  leni 
Pectore  mulcens 
.£quora  crispal : 
Nox  ubi  fuscis 
Evolat  alisy 
Qnot  micat  ardens 
lenibus  aether 
Unda  relucety 
Fractaqae  Phoriies 
.£qaore  glauco 
Ladit  imaco 
Lactea,  spTcadet 
Sub  tranebimdo 
Luminepontus. 
Et  taa^  Triton^ 
Buccina  torta 
Nocte  silenti 
Littora  complete 
(Blanda  paliiitrii 


Fistula  cede, 
P^n,  licet  AroM 
Inflet  ayenam  I> 
Saxaque  lati 
Reddere  discunt 
Doridos  igoesy 
Leacothoesye, 
Vel  Galatbeae 
Grata  Sicano 
Fiirta  sub  antro, 
QusB  foyet  ulnis 
Acida  Diyum.; 
Dttmqne  natanti 
Lumine  languena 
Murmure  leni, 
Basia  sogens 
Compriinit  ardi 
Pectore  pectus 
Aurea  nymphi ; 
Spretus  amator 
(Ardua  moles) 
Heu  fremit  atiox 
Ore  cruento, 
Cunctaque  lati 
Voce  tonanti 
Semiferimpletz 
(Scylla  idatrat 
.£tna  remugit) 
Turn  furibundis 
Passibus  erransi 


Ajmcmx* 
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Sftnguinolentnin 
Lominis  orbem 
Ssyi  volutans) 
Singula  Ittstrat, 
Cemere  si  quft 
Possit  amantes, 
Raplaqiie  dextril 
Faflida  membra 
Fulminis  instar 
Fiangens  faeu !  heuf 
Vindice  saxo.    . 

Ergo  age  tandem 
Spernere  mitle 
Gurgitis  almi 
Littora  grata, 
Gratior  ipsa 
Rustica  rhjlU, 
Ipsa  Dione, 
Ipsa  paelii 
Arcitenentis 
Aurea  mater, 
Aurea  quaB  nunc 
Ore  nitenti 
Numina  capiat ; 
Blanda  mariott 
Filia  spumas 
£ditapontoest: 
Nunc  quoqiie  pontum 
(.^there  spreto) 
Ssep6  reviseas, 
Alite  curru 
Diva  serenis 
Labitur  undie, 
Collaque  olorum 
Floribus  atqoe 
Flectithabenl; 
JEjoIub  Euro 
Lora  Aementi 
Contiahit  arcti  ; 
At  tibi  laxat, 
Alme  Favoni, 


Pnrpmeisqiie 
Ezsilisalis, 
Moxque  reportans 
Conjugis  hodo 
Siverosarom 
Tel  h^acintlii 
FumiUs  odmes. 
GrandiaceCe 
Ciftiidift  Taita 
Saltibus  edunt 
Incompostis, 
O  Venus  alma,    ' 
Teque  salutant^ 
£t  maris  asquor 
Impeie  laeto 
S  vdera  ad  dift 
Naribus  efflant. 
O  mea  vita, 
Ocyus  adsis, 
Molle  latusqoe 
Littore  fulta, 
Prospice  meciim 
CoUe  propinqua 
Subsilientes 
Xanigerarum 
Ubera  circum 
Molliter  agnas ; 
Pendula  £10 
£t  tibi  dextiam 
Armetarundos 
HamnsaduiieiK 
Fluctuet  unda : 
Mox  genus  ecce 
Omne  natanCum 
(Squammea  pvbet 
Ex  latebrosis 
Adyena  fundjs>  . 
Praepete  pinnft 
Trans  maris  aeqaor 
Ultro  requinst 
Humida  nosteM 


Ko.  vn. 
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Lina  pudLe ; 
Crine  madeates 
£t  tibi  fandent 
Naiades  udaB 
Diyite  dextri^ 
MiUe  colorum 
Munera  conchas^ 


Sanguine  mnlto 
Tincta  coralla, 
Gurgitis  imi 
Spleiidida  dona, 
Doridos  almaB 
Laeve  tributum* 


J%is  eclogue  J  which  on  account  of  its  excellence  is 
here  inserted,  was  communicated^  by  a  learned  friend, 
to  the  editar  of  this  work ;  but  it  does  not  occur  in  any 
of  the  editions  of  Metastasio's  Works. 


INDEX, 


A. 

^LSERTUS^  Afam/,  account  of,  149,  n. 

Aldkovanous,  Uiyue*^  account  of,  169,  oJ 

iELiANUs,  Clafufiusf  account  of,  113,  n. 

Alfred  the  Great  opens  and  dirides  fhe  riyer  Lea,  917,  n.— His  charac- 
ter, Uid, 

Ami  LLC  Tomato,  detcription  of  his  person,  148,  n. 

^jftr,  his  qualifications,  lOS^Chwacter  of  Anglers,  148— -Exception  ia 
Tomaso  Anello,  148,  n. 

Anglhtgy  the  praise  of,  16,' 101— its  antiquity,  lOS— Allowed  by  the  Canon 
Law  to  the  Clergy,  118. 

■  the  Tackling  necessary,  900,  &  n.  [and  see  the  Titles  fioii^  Imih^ 
Hoohy  Baiity  Sooi.] 

I  with  a  natural  //)r,'184,  [and  see  i)fMM^.]— with  an  nrtiJUiai  Fly^ 

17S^  403  fST  /^w— with  a  Rmmmng  Liiu,  163,  451  C^  xtfy^-^th  a 
Ledger^oit,  898— with  a  Jflcaij  907,  n.,  453.  [And  see  the  Titles 
SMf-An^Hj^^  Sfihling,  Trolling^  Worwjubmgi  Wind:  ^  Ptitiomt 
witn  eadi  kind  of  Fish,  hy  namt,  intended  to  be  an^ad-for.] 

f..         by  ladies  in  the  canal  in  St.  Jameses  Park,  SSS,  n, 

■  additional  jRmUs  ami  Cautioat/9rt  494* 

Antont,  Mark^  and  Cicopetra;  amuse  themsdvei  with  Angling,  118— 

the  folly  which  they  mixed  with  it ;  reflections  thereon,  Hid.  n. 
AnUHgg*%  a  bait  for  Roacb^  297 ^  n. 
AnA'fyt  where  found,  894^— how  to  keep,  ihid^^ham  to  make,  439, 

June  8. 
Jbh'Jly»  Oak-fyy  IVotieochfy^  Catmott-Jly^  and  DtmntUl-fy^  the  same»  184, 

&.-*how  produced,  and  where  found,  184,  andn^— low  to  make,  4779 

Appendix,  II.   Mat,  Oak-'fy, 
Ath-gruhf  464. 

A  SB  MOLE,  Mr.  Elioif  account  of,  106,  n. 
Asta'fmiidaj  grateful  to  the  senses  of  fish,  19,  811. 
AvsoNivs,  ptOMi^  account  of,  110,  o.  . 


B. 

BACON,  Sir  Francis ;  his  opinion  that  the  Caip  lives  but  ten  years  re- 
futed, 894,  and  n.— hit  opinion  that  the  Pike  lives  but  forty  years 
.refuted,  214. 


m  QIDEX. 

Bmi  general,  fi98»  b.  etOraafirmm  B^riir^^^^m pmrmt  Mfr,  90S;  \ 

WhiUr4aH  Jfkr  Roacb,  &c.  294— Jlot^,  method  of  diicoTeriiig  t>te 
§dk  take,  899,  n.  423.  [And  see  the  Titlet  Cadu^  fUe»^  Frtgs,  Gem' 
«foy  Gratbopfer^  GravtSf  Grwiid-imi^  Gruby  Lomet^  ATommp,  OUt, 
Fattet^  StkkUbag^  tVbtaiy  W^rm^  Wwwui  with  each  kind  oC  Fnh 
hjmmmt,\ 

Bmbdf  obaervatioos  on,  96^— how  to  fiah  liof,  967— Spawn  of,  poiaoooiu^ 
966— Flesh  daneerous,  966,  n.  18— An  Angler  canght  bj  a  BaiM, 
968^  n.-»Kotabte  patience  of  a  Barbel^Anglerf  969^  n.— Party  of  Bai^ 
bd-fiihers,  remarkably  mccewful.  Hid. 

Baekex,  Mr,  Thomas^  an  old  Angler,  and  a  writer  on  Ai^fing,  S7— » 
Prose  quoutions  from,  175,  n.  998,  n.— NotaUe  atory  of  hit  fishing 
in  the  night,  175,  n.— Specimens  of  his  poetry,  183,  n.  995,  a. 

Baknes,  D^e  Juliana ;  of  a  noble  famfly ;  learned  and  accoo^liaheds 
Audioress  of  a  book  m  Anglmi^  Extracts  from  it^  15,  t^  «4f  • 

BxDX,  F^tbtr^  account  o£^  856,  n. 

Mtggar^  Utrndf  of  Bethnal  Green ;  story  of,  SS8,  n. 

Btgfmrs^  a  gang  of,  debate  a  sobtil  question,  199L 

BuLf'Fisbt  strange  acconnt  of  from  Roodeletlus,  III,  n. 

JXm/,  descri]»tien  of,  and  how  to  fiib-lbr,  979. 

B—k  to  contain  materials  for  Fly-making,  described,  179|  0» 

BMis  amd  Sboety  how  to  preserve  from  wet,  899,  n. 

BoTLB,  HoH.  Fob,,  spxritiialijBed  Angling;  his  book  ridicnled  by  SwSt,  3Ql 

Bream,  observations  on,  940— Jiow  to  fish  foTj  94l»  t^  tea.  Bait  fioTt 
996. 

BulUeadSee  MiUert^btmb. 

BOTLXft,  Dr.  acconnt  o^  138»ii. 


eAD^BAJT^-^et  Ca£s. 

CmBsf  several  kinds  of,  e— terated  909»  t^Mfi*— a  gnod  Mc^  ^08  mei 
spur  cadis,  a  choice  bait  far  AwtfiAttfy^  how  to  bait  wiillajdfcsi 
gadi»  for  Tranc,  90S— dilicrant  kinde  of  ca^s  dtsuibwi,  904^  m^ 
where  £o«nd,  906— how  to  take,  907— «■  eMeOent  ne^Md  to  keep^ 
.  SOS,  n^-4nay  be  used  with  a  .wonn  or  iy,  455-  Che  aatwe  ef 
cadis  but  little  nndcntood,  as  a  anbsect  of  uMnl  hittoty,  9Q6^1b 
—Synopsis  of  the  different  species,  473,  AppcMnix,  L 

CfsrsAmv,  that  it  Uvea  en  the  air  a  wlgar  error,  14S,  n. 

CMmmJbf     See  (M-fy. 

CAanANVS  HiereHymujf  accouttof,  993, 0* 

Gsr/,  observations  on,  931— how  to  fish  for,  936,  f^  #»^— BmBiai 
bait  for,  249— ground-baic,  94d— When  and  by  vrhem  iim  bfonght 
into  England,  2S1,  and  n.  f^— Thair  iwtiityy  aSB  liuiige>il|,  9M 
—docility,  197-^b8ervation»oft  the bnedii^  «^  985,  981,  1^  «|w 
•^how  to  dress,  239. 

Castimg  ibe  line,  directions  for,  405. 

CASAuaoN,  MerUf  account  of,  107,  tt. 

CaterpUlsr-''-9ee  Patmer^wrm. 

Caussim,  NicboUu,  accounted  335. 

Cbary  a  local  fish,  264. 

CHAaats  tbe  First,  Anecdote  mpectbg,  SI,ll. 

Chaunct,  iir  Henry^  hisacconot  of  the  rise  of  the  TfaaaM^  StS^^K 
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CMj  (or  CbevtM^J  obaervatlons  on,  134— how  to  fish  for,  135, 6,  7— S98, 
n.  302,  303— -Antfly,  a  bait  for,  S93. 

Claeendon,  Lcrd,  his  opinion  on  the  qaettion.  Whether  the  happineta 
of  man  consists  more  m  contemplation  or  action,  104,  n, 

Coiei—Stt  Tb^rrocU. 

Coke,  Lord^  his  judgment  on  the  question.  Whether  or  not  it  be  larceny 
to  take  fish  out  of  ponds,  471. 

CoLLiNsoK,  Jlfr.  P«^r,his  account  of  the  production  of,  andobserra* 
tions  on  the  Grey-drake^  168,  n. 

CoaiATE,  Tmv,  a  great  traveller,  account  of,  391,  n. 

Cotton,  Cbarltsy  Esq.\  his  pedigree,  847.— Chtfacter  of  his  father  by 
Lord  Clarendon,  348^— Cotton's  birth,  education,  and  studies,  .349. 
Angling  his  recreation,  35a — ^He  marries,  351^— Publishes  a  trans- 
lation of  the  Moral  Pbiloiopbp  of  tbe  itmcs^  ibid* — author  of  the 
Searromdet  or  Virnl  traveitie,  ibid^ — translates  the  Life  of  tbe  Dui§ 
d'EspernoH,  352.p-^eld  some  public  appointment,  but  not  long, 
ibid, — is  made  a  captain  in  the  army,  and  Tisits  Ireland,  ibid, — 
— Composes  the  Voyage  to  Jreland^  a  burlesque  Po6m,  ibid,-^  tran^ 
lates  Le*  Horaces^  a  French  tragedy,  353 — and  other  French  pieces, 
iW«— composes  the  Flanter*s  Matmalt  ibid,~^9nd  the  Burlesque  of 
LucioMt  354^— Contracts  a  friendship  with  Walton,  ibid. — ^in  the  pro- 
gress pf  their  intimacy,  appears  to  have  been  adtfUd  bj  fValton  a*  bit 
iM,  ibid,  and  380,  381,  n. — ^Writes  a  tract  on  Anghng,  which  hat 
been  since  received  as  a  second  Part  of  the  CompUie  Angler y  and  is  a 
judicious  supplement  to  it,- 28-29,  354—- composes  the  Wondert  of 
tbe  Peaky  a  poem,  355— translates  Montaigne's  Essays^  356. — Our 
Author's  Foemt  oh  several  occasionty  and  his  Transhtion  of  the  Memoir* 
of  tbe  Sieur  de  Fontit,  were  posthumous  publications,  ibid,  and  357.— 
He  is  supposed  to  have  written  for  subsistence,  357— was  embarassed, 
358. — ^Tmie  of  his  first  wife's  death  unknown,  359.^— He  marries 
again,  iiid— His  death,  ibid^-Shon  account  of  hit  detcendants,  360 
—Sketch  of  his  character,  ibid. 

— — —  hisfishinff^house  described,  397,  398. 

■  Verses  oE— See  Verses, 

Criuiams,  a  small  pond^fish,  31 1 ,  n. 

CmekoQ-sfity  xbit  nidus  ol  the  Grasbopptrt  141,  n. 

CvtiU-Jub^  account  of  the,  112. 

D. 

DACEt  observations  on,  290— >how  to  fish  for,  293— with  a  gnat  or 
!r,  138,n.  297,  n. — ^howto  broil,  299,  n. 


Detping  (or  Dabbiuf^ — see  Dibbing. 

Derbysbire^  abounds  with  Trout-rivers,  379. 

Deb  HAM,  Dr,  his  account  of  the  production  of  the  Oab-fy^  185,  n.- 

acconnt  of  the  several  kinds  ot  Pbrygameaot  Cadetvs^  304,  n. 
Dibbftig^  Anglinf^  with  a  live  fly,  or  with  another  insect  as  a  fly,  184,298»n. 
— — i^-  Instructions  for,  184, 402 — ^How  to  put  the  Greendrake-fly  on  the 

hook,  433— When  to  dib  with  the  Stone-fly,  437— Candet-fly,  438— 

Fern-bud,  490,  Appendix,  IV.  May.    [And  see  Flies^  natural \  Cew 

tles'y  znd  GrasboMer.l 
DoNNB,  Dr.  biographical  sketch  of,  32— Verses  of  his,  253. 
ffafe,  the  &i.Y«ri  betweta  Derbyshire  and  Suffoidshire,  386. 
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Dbatton,  Mkh^dj  account  of,  SOT,  n.— Ui  descnptidfl  of  the  Satmrn- 
leap  on  the  rhrer  Hvy,  ^3Cn^<A  the  principal  riveri  in  die  Idngdoni, 
316. 

Do  Bartas,  G.  de  S,  SUur^  account  of,  110,  n.    [And  8«fe  Kenes.] 

DaBXATius,  yamuf  accoemtof,  S19,  n. 

Dircii,  devoured  by  Eels,  259,  n. 

ihrWiif,  Materials  ftr,  17d,  &— How  to  put  on,  408— Tnift  colMir  of, 
how  to  discover,  413* 

£. 


£CLOGUSt  PhtaUrjf^  a  species  of  poetry  recommended,  284^  n. 

Etbt  observations  on,  255— how  to  fish  for,  359,  262,  n«— haunts  of  the 
fiely  262,  n.— how  to  dress,  261— a  viviparous,  not  an  oviparous  fish, 
262,  n^— Narrative  of  voimg  ducks  devoured  by  Eels,  S59,  n. 

BiiZAkBTB,  (2tf««r,  her  wish  in  May,  150. 

£umu  for  twisting  lines  ^^scnlied,  828,  n« 

EAemtTMt  account  jof,  from  Swammerdam,  167,  n« 

£pi£nttk,  by  John  Owen,  100,  n. 


F. 

FAJUtAif  NidfUu^  iccomto^  S9. 

Ftmthrtt  the  several  lands  of,  uttd  in  flT*maldng,  179,  n. 

FatetimMilit  the  keeping  thtm  abonld  be  ciifoiM,  129. 

Fitbt  have  the  sense  of  hearing,  196— gtoerate  like  othef  Jftiimts^  219,  n. 

255,  o^-^eir  docility,  i97«^eoinMimes  dw  oat  of  (be  earth*  85& 
—  monstrous,  110,  111,  112— angular  fish  £saibed  by  Dr.  Whart«% 

319. 
— —  leather-mouthed,  defiilticfti  of,  187« 
— —  rgold  and  diver,)  31 1,  n. 
^— -  (nlted)  for  baits,  recommended  by  Walton,  164^disapproved  by 

Cotton,  457. 
Jiii(/iw«ji /^ijpMrM/y  take  a  sea-monster  to  chnrch,  112,  n. 
Fishery  f  (freg — uid  antral  J  what  constitutes,  469,  b*  ttf. 
FubiM£^tBe'ttp-~See  AngUmg  with  a  natural  or  artifiaal  Fh^  and  see 

GrasbtjPper,    Fubh^^aMbe^ti^m'^See  A»glt*f  wuh  a  XiSUiag^itM 

and  ^loth  a  Float,    Fubitisr-4ti^he^ldSt.  457.  land  see  AoM^  ^th 


a  LedgtT'htut:  Amffing  with  a  Float  may  belong  also  to  this 
according  to  the  (Erections  for  taking  each  ^[>ecies  of  Fish.] 

FUhhtg4fotuef  Mr  CtfttoH\  de9k:ribed,  397. 

Fub-fondi^  how  to  make  and  manage,  320. 

Fz.BTCRXR»  Mr.Fbintat^  account  of,  282,  tt-s-^tlotatidns  from  hldi,  282, 

FUts^artifiaait  how  to  make,  117-182— Ampler  (flkt^liOAs,  407,  41V  ^ 
xty.,  Appbndi jc,  Nos.  il.  in.  IV,— Rules  presctfbiog  Jilfticular  rliet 
for  each  Month  not  to  be  servilely  followed,  and  why,  69— The 
making  of  Flies  by  the  Angler  himself  recommended,  412,  n.— 
Z>i/biia£  Feabtrs^  and  9tber  Matmalt^  enomerated,  178,  iu<-9t«!d- 


vd  F^rmt  and  SimtSf  443,  n^— DeKnption  of  varioiu  kinds  of  Flies, 
419,  tS'/M.^— Appendix,  Nos.II.  III.  IV^ — ^In  what  order  to  keep, 
443,  n. — How  to  angle  with,  408 — hue  to  vary  with  the  complexion 
of  the  day,  and  water,  175,  n«,  184, 423— Fishing  with  Pwo  or  awrf 
fUes^  405,  n^And  see  Salm9m.'\ 

Flits  natural^  how  to  angle  with,  184,  UH^^JLttt'fyy  where  found,  and 
how  presenred,  894 — CamUA-fy^  for  GrayJSngt  ^Z^^Ftrii'-bud^  in 
JXUiMg,  490,  Appendix,  IV.  JMoy— History  of  the  Cretn-drake^ 
431,  43S— and  of  the  Grty^ruke^  168,  n. — Hawtb^m'/lyf  where 
found,  184— Jkftfj^jp,  how  to  bait  with  in  DiUutg,  4SS— >0«1^, 
where  found,  184 — S«pm^^,  described,  436. 

FUai'AHglmg^  directions  for,  307,  n. 

FUmmdtrty  WMxable,  cangfat  in  the  Thames,  and  the  Takers  thereof  pu- 
nished, 129,  n, 

FlyJubing^Stt  FUa  and  B^oi ;  and  see^«6  and  Lhtt* 

Fordidge^rmitf  a  singular  spedes,  141. 

Frags f  wonderfully  sustained,  143— their  enmity  to  the  Pike,  S19^how 
to  bait  with,  223. 

Friar-FUb^  Strange  Story  of,  from  Rondtletitts,  111,  n. 

Fuiimarty  not  precisely  ascertained  what  animal,  95,  n.— known  at  the 
Furrier's  by  the  name  of  Filmart^A%2^  Appendix,  UJ.  4frUi  Pon,  n. 

FoLLEE,  entertaining  specimen  of  a  conTersatiQn  i>etVKeen  him  and 
Walton,  23. 

FuLMAN,  IVilliam^  not  the  Author  of  the  iVboU  DuiyrfMami  50,  n. 

Furs^  4he  aevenl  aorts  o^  used  lor  J>ihUag^  178, n. 

G. 

GALLS f  Malnighi*s  account  of  their  formation,  184,  n. 

Oat,  Jobmy  tne  Poet,  an  Angler»  S88,  n.— *Quoution  from  his  poem, en- 
titled Rural  Spmrts^  iM, 

Gentraih/i,  equivocal  or  spontaneous,  the  doctrine  of,  exploded,  166,  n. 

CtntUs^  how  to  breed,  205— «  good  bait  for  Dace,  thrown  as  an  artificial 
Fly,  298,  n. 

GxxHAED.  Jobuy  the  Herbalist,  account  of,  257,  n, 

GxsNEE,  Conrade,  the  Naturalist,  account  of,  110,  n. 

G«A^Jwi(,  .brought  from  China,  811,  n. 

Grashcfifer,  where  found,  141,  n,— how  to  pseserve,  806,  n.— an  excel- 
lent bait  for  Daee  or  Ciuif  thrown  as  an  artificial  fly,  297,  n. 

Crass,  Indian,  how  to  prepare  and  keep,  329,  n. 

Graves,  how  to  be  used  as  Ground-bait,  267,  n. 

Grayling,  observations  on,  201^when  perfectly  in  season^  415, 420— how 
to  fish  for,  202,  414,  420, 

Green'Drake^  his  history,  432--how  to  make,  433. 

GreyVrake,  wonderful  account  of,  168,  n. — how  to  make,  434. 

,Gro§imUait  for  JSream  and  Carf,  243— for  SarM,  267,  n^— for  Raach  aod 
Dacs,  298,  n. 

Grub,  an  excellent  Winter-bait,  how  to  find,  294— ili^rM^,  how  to  keep, 
454 — ^hew  to  bait  with  for  Grayling,  ibid. 

Gmdgfn,  observations  on,  and  how  to  fiui  for,  271. 

Guiniad,  a  rare  fish,  264. 

Gut,  (Silk-worm,)  used  for  lines;  its  advantages  and  disadvaatagesi 
328,  n. 

Gy^tits^  a  gang  of,  differ  about  the  diviMon  of  their  booty,  190. 
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H. 

HatkU'featbersy  how  to  get,  179,  n. 

Haht  now  to  choose,  S26---how  to  dye,  SS8-*5MjrXr  hair^  ill  miie  caiet 

recommendedt  307,  n.  397>  xu — DmibU  hairs,  whether  better,  open 

or  twisted?  407. 
Hakbwill,  Dr* — account  of  his  book  on  Providence,  197,  n. 
Hampibire,  famous  for  Trout  rivers,  196. 
Harvit,  Cbristopbert  supposed  to  be  the  Author  of  the  Sjmmg^gme^  printed 

with  Herbert's  Foemiy  186,  n. — ^Verses  by  him»  186. 
Jiastlt  for  rods  and  tops,  when  to  cut,  326,  n. 
Ha'wkingy  the  praise  of,  89 — ^with  Sparrvas  for  butterflies,  91,  n. 
JlaiotborM^Jlyy  where  found,  184. 

Hkkbert,  Mr.  Gtorgty  biographical  sketch  of,  37.    [And  see  fVier.] 
Herw,  caught  vnth  a  nook  baited  with  a  fish,  274. 
Hooker,  Mr.  Richard^  biographical  sketch  of,  36— «ccount  of  his  visit 

to  Bishop  Jewel,  25,  n. 
Ho^ks^  for  TrvUutg  and  Snapphigy  826,  n. — Method  of  whipping^oa  hooksb 

SOI,  n. — those  of  Kirby  excellent  for  their  shape  and  temper,  901,  n. 

—how  to  disentangle  a  hook  from  weeds,  300,  n. 
fftrseJeteb-Fly,  taken  by  the  Salmm,  SIO,  n.— htfw  tp  nuke,  ibid. 
JfuHiing,  the  praise  of,  94. 

Hutchison,  Dr.,  a  fine  reflection  of  his  on  the  community  of  c^  enjoy- 
ments, 281,  n. 

I. 

JAMES  the  Firsts  a  great  censurer  of  Tobacco,  394,  n. 

Indian^  or  Sem»Grass,  the  use  of  it  recommended,  328,  n. 

Johnson,  Ben,  a  passage  in  his  **  Silent  Woman,"  explained,  286,  n. 

JoYivsPamlMs,  account  of,  238,  n. 

Isabella,  Jmfantaof  Sfain,  an  instance  of  her  zealous  sympathy  in  her 

husband's  undertakings,  426,  n. 
Jsabeilo'flourt  what,  426,  n. 

E. 

KEMBLE^  a  Martyr,  smokes  tobacco  on  his  way  to  the  stake,  394,  n. 
Xnuutt  a  fine  Trout-river,  199,  n.  last  paragraph. 
KiRBT,  a  hook-maker,  account  of,  301,  n.— taught  to  temper  hooks  by 
Prince  Rupert,  ibid. 

L. 

LADIES,  angle  in  the  canal  in  St,  James's  Park,  S23aii. 
Limpreyt^tame,  account  of,  257. 


IKBEX.  507 

Laneark,  Nichelaty  a  song  of  his  composmg,  189. 
U^rcem^  cannot  be  committed  of  iE/i  at  large  inponiiy  471. 
iMst'-Sprtng^  a    fish  8o  called,  obserfations   on,  and  manner  of  fishing 
for,  308,  n.     212,  n. — The  river  Wye,   in   Wales,  abounds  with, 
388,  n. 
LfAwts,  /7>j»rjF,  a  song  of  his  composing,  285. 
La'uft  of  Amglingy  a  Discourse  on,  461.« 
L»edgtr-h<nt^  described,  222. 

1^  BLAND,  his  account  of  the  rise  of  the  Thames,  S15,  n. 
l^KMKar,  his  definition  of  the  Roucrucian  Chemistry,  296,  n. 
LfEssius,  Ltmrd^  account  of,  172, n. 

Lutety  how  to  make,  326 ;  and  337,  n.  [and  see  J7tf/r,  IndimtfCrast^  and 
5i/it-w0riM-^/]*how   to  twist  with  an  engine,  328,  n. — XtuuuMg- 
/mt,  163,  n.-*Line  for   Flj-JuhsMgy  328,   n.— for  Fhahfthing^  ^lOTt^ 
n^-for  TroUingy  226,  nw— tor  Snapping,    228,  n.— for  Laytngy  262, 
tuparagr.  ult, — Line,  in  Flrjisbimgy  how  to  throw,  405,  and  n. 
JUne^atisy  tneir  usefuhiess,  and  how  to  make,  300,  n. 
Jsoaeby  described,  310 — ^howto  be  used  as  a  bait,  164,  SIS— ttrongly  re- 
commended by  Cotton,  457. 
Loaci,,  Matthias  dty  a  botanist,  account  of,  25^,  n. 
LiOCKE,  his  notion  of  property,  466. 
LoiuUmtrsy  excellent  Roach-Anglers,  292. 
£«««— See  Pike. 


M. 

MACROBIUSy  Aureliusy  account  of,  99,  n. 

MaUardffeatbersy  when  directed  to  be  used,  should  be  those  of  the  wiM 
Mallard,  489.    Apf.IV.  iliby. 

Malpiobi,  his  discoyerr  of  the  production  of  the  OaJfjiyy  184,  n. 

MASKfiAii,  Gervtuey  whimsical  qualifications  requires  by  him  in  aa 
Angler,  102,  n.  "^ 

Maklow,  Kity  f be  poet y  his  lamentable  death,  147,  n. 

Masaniello — See  Anello. 

Mascal,  Mr.  the  person  who  first  brought  Carps  into  England,  SSI, 
&n. 

Mattbiolus,  JPetnts  Andreasy  notice  o(  312,  n. 

Mayfyy  greedily  taken  by  the  Trout,  144 — history  of,  168^  n..-.i^heve 
found,  184 — several  flies  contend  for  that  title,  429,431 — Walton's 
directions  to  make,  182 — Cotton's,  433,  484. 

Mbrcator,  Gerardy  account  of,  140,  n. 

Miller  s-tbumhy  described,  310 — a  bait  sometimes  preferable  to  the  Min* 
now,  457. 

Viii.roVy  the  Poet;  and  his  father,  well-skilled  in  Musick,  286,  n. 

Mifmovfy  described,  309— where  to  find,  168 — ^how  to  bait  with  in  an- 
gling for  a  large  ^out,  163,  312— how  to  angle  with  for  PiJte^  299, 
n.— %ow  to  angle  with  for  Peareby  253,  n. — Artificial  Mimnwy  Di- 
rections how  to  make,  165— disapproved  by  Cotton,  457. 

Mimno^sfTantieiy  how  to  make,  309. 

Montaigne,  his  apology  for  playing  with  his  Cat,  88. 

Muiici,  better  understo<M  formerly  than  now,  887,  n.  (9*  *e^. 


9SS  nmx. 


N. 

•  KEJV'RIFBR,  wheacompletedy  10,  n. 
^igbt'AM^smgj  ceDtared,  195,  n. 
NowiL,  Dean  J  an  angler,  1 19~not  aacertained  wliether  he  was  the  c 

pilar  of  our  Church  Catechism,  190,  a-^tory  of  the  bursting  of  his 

ale-bottle,  131,  B. 

O. 

OA£*jiPPL£,  the  nidits  of  the  Oak-fly  in  its  Tenmcular  state,  184,  n. 
OaJk^y^  where  found  when  at  maturity,  184->Directionsfor  making,  18S 

— FuUer  directions  for  malune,  477,  Appendix,  II.  May. 
Oils^  to  allure  Fish,  21 1,  and  n.— the  efficacy  of  them  doubtful,  296,456— 

[And  see  Ajja'/gtUa.] 
Oimtmmtf  for  the  tye*^  \^e,  made  firom  Umber*s  fat  and  honey,  901. 
0tt4rs^  great  destrovers  of  Fidi,  197— may  be  tamed  to  catch  Fish,   198 

—Water-proot  gloves,  made  of  Otitr  tkin^  196 — Scene  descriptive 

of  Ottir'kunting,  126. 
OwxNy  J0btty  epigram  by,  100,  n. 

P. 

PAKINGTON^    Lady  Dorvthy^   considered  to  be  the  Writer  of   the 

lVb4th  Duty  of  Man,  SO. 
PaUur-Worm  or  PUgrim^H^orm,  sketch  of  Tarious  kinds  of,  166-«History 

of  the  Pahner-wosm,  169. 
Palmer,  artificial,  how  to  make,  42S,  n.— never  to  be  made  with  wings. i£«^. 
Pastes,  for  Chu6,  138— 'for  Car^,  237, 8— one  may  be  made  to  keep  all  the 

year,  and  will  serve  for  other  fish,  238 — Pastes  for  Bream,  ^41— ^or 

Teneh,  249— for  JRoaei  and  Date,  293,  298,  n. 
^«0rci&,  observations  on,  250—directions  how  to  fish  for,  951— The  Min- 
now, a  good  bait  for,  253,  ru^aranr,  ult. 
pEftKiNs,  WilUam,  theTheologist,  atover  of  angling,  119--accoiintQf» 

119,  n. 
Peter,  St,,  the  ProtestanU  deny  that  he  was  ever  at  Rome,  100>  n,— an 

epigram  occasioned  by  the  question,  ibid, 
Pbucerus,  Gasper,  account  of,  194. 
Pigeons,  used  to  convey  intel%ence  between  armies,  99. 
Pike,  observations  on,  214^-^  longevity,  21 4— surprinng  instances  of  his 

voradtgr,  215^  andn*    and  of  pikes  of  great  magnitucle,  916>  n. 
— —  Directions  how  to  fish  for,  228,  ^^  i«f .;  19— how  taken  with  a  itftn- 

mov,  229,  n.    [And  see  Trolling,'] 
Plmmmet,  in  fishing  for  Trout  with  a  worm,  to  be  proportioned  to  the 

stream,  172. 
Pope,  or  Xyje,  observations  on,  and  how  to  fish  fofi  5272. 
Position,  in  Angling,  what  tO  take,  1 76|  189, 183. 
Property,  in  many  of  the  objects  of  sense  not  necessary  to  our  enjoyment 

of  them,  281,  n. — ^Mr.  Locke*s  notion  of  property  in  general,  466. 
Purple  Island,  Tboy  a  fine  poem ;  quoutions  firom  it,  983,  n* 


INDEX.  509 


Q. 

Qt/JSiti^ELisABiTB,  her  within  May,  150, 

R. 

RALEIGH^  Sir  WaUir^  Us  antwer  to  the  Milkmaid'a  tong,  151. 
Rat,  thi  Nahtralut.  observation  of  his,  on  the  emigration  of  fish,  206,  n« 

—his  opinion  about  the  raining  of  frogs,  28S,  n* 
RxtYES,  Jobn^  a  Thames  waterman,  retamed  bj  a  company  of  Anglers^ 

291,  n. 
Rivers  J  account  of  the  chief,  in  England,  314,  t^  seq,^-^  caution  respect- 
ing a  similiarity  in  the  names  of  rivers,  388,  n.— subterraneous  nvers, 

106 — Strange  properties  of  rivers^  ibid, 
J^M/^,  observations  on,  290— how  to  fish  for,  292— Ants-em,  a  bait  for, 

297,  n^— Large  roach  caught  at  London-Bridge,  291—How  to  bnnl 

roach,  299,  n. 
RocQUE,  th»  Mnrraver^  a  story  of  him,  314,  n. 
Rodtf  how  tomsuce,  325,  n.  40^  17--how  to  mend«  300,  tuparagr.  «//. 

Rod  for  Trout  and  Sahnon-fishing ;  see  Winch,  Casting  Rod  mto  the 

water  to  a  large  fish,  recommeikled  by  Walton,  194;  disapproved 

by  Cotton,  458. 
RoNOELET,  GiUaume^  account  of,  110,n. 

RtitrwiMUy  account  of,  296,  n.  « 

Rud,  a  mongrel  fish,  291— -Account  of  one  caught  vrith  a  Minnow,  313,0. 
Rmfif  or  Pcj^t  observations  on,  and  how  to  fish  for,  5^2: 
RiOet^  AdiBti^affind  Catitiens,  494 
Rummng-Liue^hiom  to  make,  163,  n«— its  ttse,i^/i/. 
EvFBRT,  Prf«f«,  taught  Kirby  to  temper  his  hooks,  301,  n^— the  inventor 

of  scrapmg  in  Meszotinto,  MJ^ 


s. 

SALMON^  observations  on,  205— howto  fish  for,  209, 210,  n.-»Flies  for 
to  be  nude  gaudy  and  large,  210,  n.— Directions  how  to  make  the 
Horseleech-Fly,  210,  n. 

Salmit'Ltap^  in  the  river  Tivy,  described,  207. 

Salmmi^Spatom^UL  excellent  bait,  298,  n.— how  to  preserve,  299,n. 

Salvia  NO,  Hipfolito^  account  of,  202,  n. 

Smmletf  observations  on,  141, 205. 

SANOEasoN,  Bisboft  Biographical  Sketch  of,  44» 

Sandys,  Mr,  George,  account  of,  92,  n. 

Sea^Graes,  recommended  for  hook-lines,  328,  n. 

Severn^  its  head  and  course,  315. 

Sheldon,  Arebbisbop,  a  great  Angler  for  Umber  and  Barbel,  269. 

Sbees^  how  to  preserve  from  Wet,  299,  n. 

SUb^wtrm'Gutt  the  use  of,  in  hook-lines,  328,  n, 

SUwr^Fhbf  brought  from  China,  311,  n. 
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SkeggefSalmMf  how  bred,  206 — Sktggtr-TrmOty  141. 

Smelts^  an  inttance  of  a  vast  quantity  caught  in  the  Thamety  263,  n* 

Snap^Amrlingf  various  methods  of,  22$,  n. 

Smigling  for  Eels,  manner  of,  260. 

Songty  the  MtU-maid'*,  149~her  M§ther\  ISl-^C^ridonSf  156— the 
AngUrt^  158 — Ktnnt^s  with  the  Munck,  189 — An  Imvifatiom  U 
Angling jhj  Mr.  Cotton,  278,  n^ — ^A  second  Angler* $  Samg,  with  the 
Musick  in  two  parts,  285 — Pu(ator\  276. 

Sfavm  of  most  Fish,  a  good  general-bait,  302. 

Starliner't  Feathers ,  in  Fly-making,  the  best  for  wings,  178,  n.  pwragr.  6. 

Siieilebagjhovr  to  be  used  as  a  bait,  164,  312. 

Svfallowe,  caught  with  a  rod  and  line,  273. 

StvoHj^  penalty  for  stealing,  and  the  reason  thereof,  1  IS,  n. 

T. 


TACKLE,  what  the  Angler  should  be  furnished  with,  300,  n*  [And  see 
Rods^  Limeiy  Hooh,  Baitj.] 

Teem,  Fish  so  called  by  Walton,  supposed  to  be  the  Last-Spring, 
212,  n. 

Teeub,  observations  on,  247 — ^breeding  of,  in  ponds,  321,  \^  uq. — ^how  to 
fish  for,  249 — ^Account,  from  Rondeletius,of  a  strange  cure  perfonned 
at  Rome  bv  the  outward  application  of  a  Tench,  247. 

Thames,  its  head  and  cour8e»314 — the  conunon  opinion  of  its  rise  refuted, 
ibid,  n. 

Tborrcde,  Truckle,  or  Coble,  its  use  in  some  countries,  203,  n* 

Throwing  the  line,  in  Fly-fishing,  Directions  for,  405,  and  n. 

Tobacco,  James  the  First  a  vehement  censurer  0^394,  n. 

Tombs,  r^osfoj,  an  Angler;  epitaph  on  him  in  Hampton  church-yard« 
292,n. 

ToPSiL,  Edward,  the  Naturalist,  account  of,  143,  n. 

Trade  SCAM  TS,  Messrs,  Horticulturists,  account  of,  vrith  the  inscription 
on  the  tomb  of  the  grandfather,  father,  and  son,  in  Lambeth  church- 
yard, 109,  n. 

Trent,  iu  head  and  course,  316, 386. 

Trolling,  various  ways  of,  described,  226,  n. — ^New-invented  hooks  for, 
227,  n. 

Trout,  observations  on,  140-^how  to  fish  for,  160 — how  to  angle  for,  with 
a  Minnow  or  Loach,  163 — ^with  a  Stickltbav,  S12~with  a  Fly,  402, 
et  seq,  usque  ad  447 — with  a  IVorm,  453  [and  see  Plummet'] — ^with  a 
large  Telhw  Cadis,  306.— How  to  dress  a  Trout,  448— Singular  kind 
of  Trout  at  Fordidge,  near  Canterbury,  141. 

rnrfi/e-*See  Thorrocle. 


V. 

FAREO,  M.  T.  account  of,  99,  n. 
Ven  ABLEs,  CoL  Rob.,  author  of  a  book  on  Angang,  30. 
f^erses:  of  Barker  the  Angler,   183,  n.  225,  tl^-^  Cotton,  54,  949,  SS3, 
355,  356,  358, 361,  363, 37d^-*froili  Cowley,  95, 340,  n.— by  Jo.  Da- 
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wr/,  123— by  Dr.  2)fljwre,25S— from  DrayUn^t  PolyolUon,907— froot 
liis  SonoeU,  316— from  J>u  Bartas,  1 10, 1 1 3, 11 4, 1 70— from  FUtchn^g 
Piicatory  Edogvet,  283,  S84,  n^— from  his  Purple  kland,  283,  ib— « 
from  Gay,  888,  n^—by  Christopher  Harvty,  186— of  Mr.  Herherf^ 
109,  ISS^from Msrtia/^  198,  340,  n.— from Satuhlfiby2B7,  n^-from 
the  Sttreti  •/ AmvUng^  812,  n.— by  WaUtm,  called  the  Anf  ler's  Wiih, 
189— by  him  onI>r.  Doone,  49— by  Sir  Henry  H^pttoa,  35, 1 22, 336, 
S88.    [Ahdiee^m^i.l 

#VM/,Coimnend?.tory,te  Walton,  71,  l^  seg. 

CM«r— See  GrayliM£, 


WALLER^  the  Poet,  a  loirer  of  the  aiM;le,  288. 

Walton,  Mr.  Isaac;  his  birth,  8— keeps  a  shop  in  the  Ropil  Butr^ 
Comhill,  8— occupies  half  a  shop  m  Fleet  Street,  »— married  t» 
AGss  Anne  Ken,  9— retires  from  business,  10b— Angling  his  fi^ 
▼omite  recreation,  10. — ^Death  of  Mfs.  Walton,  lO — her  £piuph, 
11— Walton  writes  the  lAfi  of  Dr.  Doone,  11 — and  of  Sir  Henxy 
Wotton,  12. — ^Publishes  the  CempUie  AniUry  IS^^FiTe  books  oo 
Angling  preceding  Walton*B,  14. — Sketcn  of  Walton's  character, 
1  mental  qualities,  21.— His  Angler,  successively  improred, 
jough  five  editions  in  his  lifetime,  22.— Walton  writes  the 
'  Hooker,  24 — and  of  Herbert,  25— The  Lives  of  Doone;. 


goes  through  five  editions  in  his  lifetime,  22.— Walton  writes  the 

IJfc  of  Hooker,  24 — and  of  Herbert,  25— The  Lives  of  Doone;. 

otton.  Hooker,  and  Herbert,  in  1670,  were  published  together,  2S 


lift 
Wo 


—with  the  fifth  edition  of  the  C^mfUte  AngUr  came  out  the  second 
part  by  Cotton,  26w— Walton  writes  the  Life  of  Bishop  Sander- 
eon,  81— cottcludine  paragraph  admired  by  Dr.  Johnson,  45. — Wal- 
ton's friends  were  aisdnguished  characters,  46 — ^Walton  a  Royalist, 
and  one  of  the  persons  instrumental  in  preserving  the  Lesser  Geortfe 
in  King  Qharlea,  47 — a  High-churchman,  48 — writes  a  tract  m 
faTOur  of  conformity,  48-^The  Author  of  rerses  on  Dr.  Donne,  49 
[And  see  Ferses],  Btguk  the  Life  of  Sir  Henry  Saville,  50— and  te 
collect  materials  for  that  of  Hales,  50.— Publishes  Chalkhill's  Peu^ 
Hrmiy  51.— Walton's  death,  51.— Account  of  his  children,  52— liia 
circumstances,  SS4 — His  will,  57. 

,  Coanmendatory  Verses  to— See  yerses  Cemmesidatery, 

fTsnfimrt  in  Fly-making,  method  of,  407. 

if^aterJCmoi,  how  to  tie,  301,  n. 

fTemreor  8ups  on  the  Thames,  against  Magna  Charta,  292,  n<— A  great 
number  of  them  destroyed  by  Dickenson,  Lord  Mayor  of  London, 
ikid, 

Whakton,  Dr,  Tbmmas,  account  of,  99,  n.  81 8, 

H^hemt^  used  as  an  ingredient  in  a  general  bait,  302. 

Whit  AKxa,  Dr.  tVilUam^  the  great  divine,  an  angler,  1 19. 

JVhoU  Duty  ofMoH,  the  composition  of  it  attributed  to  Lady  Dorothy 
Pakington,50. 

/ri//ofWsaton,57. 

Wisuhy  its  use  in  Salmon  and  Trout-fishing,  199,  n. 

iriM/,what  is  best  to  fish  in,  181— -where  to  fish,  according  to  the  difimat 
degree^  of  wind,  403, 446. 

Wt^dcHk-fiy,     See  Oak^fj. 

H  U 


5lt  INDEX. 

orAfMdbw»i^idl— iwwtofiiid,  theT^f^M/;  OaA^wtmi  andlUor 
fimgi  161,  iL— how  to  find  th^  iZ«tf-www,  842.  [And  tee  ^db^^ 
» and  ff^orwu,} 


f^^nm-Jthirngt  160— «t  top,  195— at  bottom,  451. 

ITtrfw y  an  amasing  way  of  obtaintng,  quoted  from  Zraaaiiii^  169^  n^— 

how  to  order,  keep,  and  aconr,  161,  n^— how  to  bait  with  aaufffeonei 

163— how  to  bait  with  two,  UisU  451— <aniphire  mixed  withine  me» 

makes  the  words  an  alloring  bait,  162,  297. 
ff0rtt$d  and  Crrwdt^  objectioDs  against  them  as  materials  for  JDmUiag^  17% 

fLftiTagr*  9. 
WoTToM,  f/r  Amtv,  Biographical  Accowit  o^  SS— an  An|^,  12L 

[And  see  Vtrtts7\ 
Wy€^  a  riTer  in  Herdfordshire,  iu head  and  couiwi  aboandi  with  Ocaf- 

ling  and  tAst-Springs,  SOS,  n. 


Y. 

TORK  Psalm'tuMit  composed  by  Mikoo's  fiuhafi  S86»  b« 


THE  END. 
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